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APRIL MEETING ~ As advissd in March issue of the Newsletter, eur April meeting wii’
e held on the third Sumday of the menth, the date being April 17th, this aceeunt
Eapter falling on the secend Sundgy. Gems Hull will present aslides en Fameus
Passsnger Train Travel Feldsrs. This shsuld preve interesting and we trust eur
attendance will centinus te held up. A werd er twe abeut eur March pregramj we
extend thanks te Harry Ceenley fer bringing Mr. Bruce Curner ef Water Valley,
Mississippi whe speke en the fameus Cassy Jomes wreck, Bruce wasz wll received
by sur membership and ke is a first class gentleman ia every respect. We hepe

he w1l ceme bask te visit ue again. Thanis again Harry. April meeting W1l
bogin at 2 Pt at the usual place, the Misseuri Pacifie Suilding in Nerth Litile
Beck ¢

AMTRAKING ON THE LOCAL SCENE - With the sevsre winter behind us (thank geednsss)
the Inter-imsrican 1s new back and its real geed te see it again ceming in and

sut of Iittle Reck. Acceunt of severe washeuts en Misseuri Pacific at Bimmarck,
Misseuri, merth ef Peplar Hluff, Ne. 22 frem Texas died at Idttle Reck sn March
26th with passeagers being bussed beyend, bLquipment was turmed here and departed
as Ne, 21 night of the 28th., Conxist of ths train 1 ever in little Reck a1
day of the 20th was as fellews: SIPLOF Ne. 596 (lece), Ne. 6020 Ceach used as a
buffer, Ne. 110k, ex ATSF 3654, Baggage, Ne. 6012 Ceach, Ne. 6030 Ceach, Ne. BOBZ
ex SCL~-ACL, LA GRANGE, 36 seat dimer, and Ne. 2152, ex BN-Q Ne. 462, SILVER HYACINLH,
6=Reemstte, L [hl.Bedresm slesper. DThe Hevised Secend bditien ef the Amtrkk Cuer
Spetter dees met list cars MNumbers 6020, 6012 er 6030, the latest editien o the
"Spetter® prebably dees but it is nst in my pesssssien, lHegarding the washeut at
Bimarek, Me.en the 2Tth; ales undsrstand Cetten Belt had a washeut im vielnity of
Zllme, Misseuri en the sane date asd peveral trains wers delayed, Fram reperts en
TV amd radie, it rained abeut as hard in Miessuri en the 27th as it did im Arkanese.

Iittle Reck and vieinity really get a drenching.

SQUTH SHORE NEARING ERD OF LINK ~ All Tractisa, Imterurbss and Strest Hallwgy F.l.-
this i3 for yeu. If you wanmt ts ride America's last interurbam railre sd it may ke
tee late by the time ysu get this mwsletter-=That is Unlessg—-the stats ef Indiaz:
coms thru with seme meelah or green stuff. Ike state eof lllineis already has, If
this dees net happen the Chicuge, Sg:th Shere & Seuthbend Rallwxy will cease thelr

passenger speratiens em April lst, ¥ "EXEESEXKWSEEE Twe Seuth Shere will take dowr
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their eatemary, rip eut their signal system and hereafter epsrate euly diesel
freight traims using trais erdars. Its very sad te oentemplate and if the
service 1s sban:smad we trust that seme raill club sr clubs wvill sndasver te
sscure ssms of the cars. This infermatien cemes te ums frem BLACKHAWK CHAPTER,
NRHS, SPIKE & TIR.

NEWS OF THE ROCK - A 110-mam Reck Isimd right-ef-way maintenuncs crew is mew
working en ths sectien of RI track Wetween Hrimkley, Ark. and Mamphis, ihe¢ Reck

is uking mnre of its sarnings and an advancs frem enc of its tenant lines, Seuthern
Pacific, te de the werk, wich will u;t";riha neighborased of §l.1 millien. S.P,
kas sperating rights ever the Brinkler te Memphis pertien ef The Recke Ttse traims

of ceurpe are the Cetten Belt. 1he Cetien Belt eperats mere trains eswar this essctiem -

than éses the Reck ami fual wuxe that the se called TAdvance” frem tim tenant line
will pay mest #f tho cest of the Tepair werk, We are gll glad t» see “The Reck"oems
bagk inte its ewn with sene fast track and et sket freight sehedules again,

MORE ON STRAM HXCURSIONS - Am queting, im part, special nsws releass reselved fren
Mr. Raymend H, Malwer, Sditer, Uatewsy Ralllstier, St, lsuis, Me, (uetet On Saturday
Jume 25th and Sumday, Jume 26th, tw apscial RHail«Fan Bycursiens w1l eriginate ewt
of 8t. leuis, Mo, using Seutherm Ry. #4501 aleng with its nermal osnmist, Om Mendny
Jums 27th, this special train will dspart St. leuis utdlisig N, & W, trecks,{fermer
NKP) enreuts te its destinatien ef Uintinnati, Chie. The twe exourskens i1l be
spensered by the Gateway Chapter N.A,M.8, and ths American Asseclation of Rail-
readars, a privats teur greup. We weuld alss like te remind yeu at this time that
plans are pregressing en the "Mid-Rail 77" cenventisn te be keld in St, leuis en
Octs 1y=15-16, 1977, Bnd of quete. Kditer's Nete: Altheugh net yst cenfirmed,
widerstand there is a peasibility of tiw St. lsuls excursiens using ex-I&P 610,

The 610 isnew in the Birmingham, Alabama steam shep ef the Seuthern Reflwsy fer
renevatioms. It sheuld be ready fer excursien service in tie near future. It

weuld be nice 1f s me members of sur club ceuld g te St. leuis fer the excursien,
or battar still tame in "Mid-Rail 77". There sheuld bs mus “Geedles" there in
additien te having o chance of vimiting te Natiemal Museum Of Tranmpert lecated

in that city. T:is tusswm 13 well werth viglting amd it ham semetimes béen knoewn
as Amorica's eutstanding transpert museum. Your editer s been there itwe er thres
tim 5 and 1ts well werth seeing. Yeu can spemd the day thore and still want te ge
back the next dgy, and the mext, and the next, stc, -Oh bey. - Hewabeut it memberas?
Iste talk it wp snd try snd get up a bunch and ge te the Gateway City, eur meds of
travel wuld maturally be en eur Inter-imericam.

MID~CONTINENT REQION QONVENTION, N,M.E.A. Camelet Inn, Little Heck, June 9-12,1977

Ths abew is especially fer yeu Medsl Buffe. It sheuld preve interestiag te all
rail fams. Our glub will mve its anmal nmseum shew at the Camelet sn the abeve
dates and will have quite a vast cellectien of privats rail gesdios te shew, Mere
on this in ths Mxy issws of the Newaletter,

With s» nmuch mws cening at yeur editer, steam excursien news and ethers, space is
net geing te permit runnimg anether of Uens Hull's excellant article entitled,
_“AN ARKANBAS RAILEDAD DEFEATS A FRESIDENT®, Den't give up Gem, it will be ferth-
coming ssen, we heps. Hsps we can run Part 1II in the May iswue, we heps, we hepe.
wo Repe.

The Arkansas Railread Club is a nen-prefit erganisatien tlmt Jelds its regular
mestings on the second Sunday ef each menth at the Misseuri Pacific building in

Nerth Iittls Reck, WVisgiters alw
aye wolcems
Editer at P.0, Bex 5584, Littls Reck A:k f‘ Address all cemminicatiens te the
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STEAMBRS ON DISPLAY - The state of Arkansas dees nst, sad as it may seem, have very
nany steam lecerstives en display, Certsimly net as many ether states do. The real
sad fact ie thai the state is net aes rail mindsd as many et r states are or slse
pseple #mply de net care, Twe er three of the enes wa have in the gtats have
already been vandalized. Fer sxampls the blg Cetten Belt 800 in the park at Pine
Bluff is already mimis its bell, whistle and ene «f tke bullders plates. Oms at
Warren, Ak, ex WLSR is in Rerrible cond tism with crude writing en it, etc, One

at Paris,Ark, ex MP,ex FtSS&RI leeks like its falling te pleces (er it did last
time this editer saw it whick wae several ysars ags). There are alss sems "geefs"
io ratlread painting; EKxample, ths sx Ferdpes & Princeten loch im the Iittle Reck
Zee has painting en ere mlde reading "Ferdyce snd Princeten R.RY, the ether slds
reads “"Princeten md Ferdyce R.BE." Te this editer's knewlsdge stimr cities amnd
tevns in the stats with steamders en dleplsy are as fellewa: Parageuld, Ark.
sx-Augusta R,R, - M, Salth; Ark. ex-Frisce R,R. Benten, Ark. ex~Dierks l'oru‘ia,
Queen Wilhelmina Iedgs near Mena, Arc. ex-Disrks Fereats, Texarkana ex-KCS, Sd. net
knew whether this lece 18 en the Arkarsas side ef the city er the Texas mide). At
one time lawisville, Ark,. lad ex-Cetien Belt used by Marriwsther Gravel Cempany and
later retired, De net knew whetlmr thie englne 1s still at Lswisville er net. I
stand ts be cerrected en any ef the abeve infermatien and pessivly thers are etier
steamers in the state en dlsplay that I de net knmew ef, Speaking ef vahdals, twe
cars on the Inter-imericen I witnsssed sltting in the statien en the 20th had breken
vindews which I understamd wae caused by reck threwing vandale nerth ef St, lLeuis and
Un ¢t Antrak 1s having increassd treubls in this respect. And they ssy the rallrsads
de net have any treubles; the general public dees net knew the half ef it,
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Thats al1 fer this Lssue and lesking ferwurd te seeing all ef yeu at the April

meeting, Den't ferget=--Ne. LSQ1 excuralen Memphis e Cerinth, Miss. @ d return,

Mxy Tth and 8th, Adult fare $22.00, kiddies thru 11 ye=ars of age $20,00. Train

departs Buntyn Statien 8100 AM beth duys. Tle uma) cenalst including that wender-

ful ebservatien car "leokeut Meuntain", This trip 1s cles te heme, lets rids it

and {1y md meat gers ef thesgs wsnderful guys frem the Memphis Club,N.R.H.S,
SR R




