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AIRI! SrrA! !{EErIflo

Tbla ycar rc 1111 havc tuo arnp ncetlng lnstead of onc. our ft!!t oac rill bc our'
Aprl.l uo.tltrB and vlL1 b€ hrld on Surtday' th. 9th, Btartlng at 2 pl{ at ths Miasourtpaolflo 

Qf^ficc BuJldlng, 10m lbst 4th AvGnuc, North LlttJ.s Rock, lrk. go1 trlag
FW tGoodfuei that you ront to arap or acl1. lbst cveryoD. at tinac nact!.igs uauaffy
takr! hD roclbfng tbEt th.y yaat and dld not have bciorc. AIao, blng thosc frte;ac
aDd vt rltoa!.

f,cl$ Ubltc, gaitor oC ifh. llonphlr Butf, offtclrl aoudlctter of thc UcDpblE CbEpter,
lE,E9, rar a vlsltor at our Malch aectlng. Kclth ueg on hlr ray back to Mopbla efter
a cbct vroatl.on and rtoppOd by to vlalt ua. Ee lcft u5 scEe flycrt on thc t&rybtr-
Cofldth, Mleelcolppl brcurslon oa Satr.Eday, Uay 6th and Surdsy, iby ?th. Tbic irtp,
aa you knou, vll1 agaln hevo Engl.ae No. /+5oI on the snoS end aad lt ts advlga tlc if

c0 o66KIEs IISTIAT,LI 4y1a.4m.r - &!tr9

you plan to go to grt your tlcketa non. Trtp te spousored hg Scattnental Jouraoy
Coulttcc and lrou caa order tlckcte tbru tbe nall at l&lr.g5 pct pcraoa or p1.20p.r poraoa or f21.20', lne. c/o Hobblea 0(L,l otf) lf ordcrcd by *pr1l 15th, fton Seatlmcntal iorrrncy, tnL. c/o Hob'61€r Of
8a.lroral r 60fr qulncc Rd., Mcrophlr, lN. ,8138 or, Eobbi.es Ol'Uapbls, 4515lN. ,8138 or, Eobbi.es 0f l,lcrybla, 4515 Foplar

El]J br ao]{ out, so gct your order Ln carly.Avanu! ' l,louphle. lrl surc both daye n111 br aold out Bo Ect your order ln a
Ihank!- falt.b aad ooDc ace ue agalia. Tblo goee .al. so for alf rjf lorc ncnbcrr.

tour odltor gDd gon''''l lt66 arc ondoavorlng to get thc bsLI rolllng on an cxcurglon
trlp for tbe olub aoletlnc thle rrulcr. i1111 apprcclatc iour c@l.ng fopqrcd at
the 4rrtl nsctlng to tq11 clther BLll Belley, llaltar ltalkcr or rytc1f as to rhcthcr
or not you arc iaterestGd. If th. lespons. ls good your cdLtof lut Dds to yrltc
flrat tbr Pr&lllll seoondly tbo AD&l{ ard thlrd poasltrly tbc DQ8E. If ro erc golng to
aake ruob E trlp plras nced to start bclng folaulatcd !OtJ. Aa stated ln the Uarcb
acualrttor u6 loundad out the L&$lrt and uore edvlBsd that thcy coufd not acc@nodeta
rrlo r.asT RUN oF "a Gi,aqg@!3!

Therc le sadacgs nor aboard IHE SOUTHIB,N CRESCENI. Tbat fBD€d trala of tLa couth
and ylthout a doubt thc flnest padscrgEr traln aor, roI1lng ln these Unl ted Statco
ls ebout to go tbc vay of tho f.at of our fl-ne passrnB€r tlalnr. It 1g about to
m DIfICoNTIIInD. Th. Uarch Lagua of ll&Ixl llEI,tS EXm.L contalncd a ccpy of e prcae
reloasc ftob thG SOInHEnN nAIUTAI 9IS18U NEIS about thla griDd ol-d traltr. CsDtrot
quote lt i.! f,u:ll but, knovlug you alc lnteroatod let ue glvc you the beneflt of r
fcr ltcng Ln thc preea rcleagc r (QuotG ) Tbo tralo la accruing logsca for Southeru
at thr ratc of 05601000 per uonth. Southorn vl1l continus to hold open untl.l Aprll
5th as an 61telnatlva to dLeoontlnuencc, thc bandlng over to trrak not only tbo
routc brt cqulpoent nhlch Southern oonssrratl?o1y valuea at ${ nlJ.llon, cqulpu.cnt
conqlrtlng of l7 locorctlvea aud 81 pasoenger cara uaad by S outbern to nalntelu
thr c'rlstlng slrvlcs. The uanageroent of, Autrek bae b far falled to gtve lte
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approval, (along uith A.ntrak rs board of dlrectors) to tske over tho routc.
Southera I e prosldant, Mr. L. S+"anfey Crano, aald that the declalon to glva
up the S0IJTIIERN CRESCEI;! Has Eedo tonly uith tho Sroatsst r€luctancd. Slncc
l4ay, Ifl!, Lrb€n Aratrak began, he sald thst Southern bad guffered. lorses on
the traln totalLlng $30 nt]llon. The train operato8 on lho averagr at oiUy
about 36 per cont of capaclty. (End of quotes). Aprll 6th 1g tbr 

-effectlyl

date for dlscontlnuaace of the traln. irlbat a abae that tbe publlc r!I1 no
longer sr:pport paesenger tralns, at Least thcy do not as re knec th6D 1n thc
past. !..atrak ulll continue to recelvo tbe aupport of all rall orlented organl-
,at1on6, rall fana, ral]' ciubs ) etc; however lDtrak u1Ll MVEB take thc place
of thc flno tralns that, once roalrod th€ oo$ntry whlch nerc ovn6d and operated
by tha natlonra rallroedB. For thls traln to cob€ off ls yorse than sldacss,
lte a ffiA@DI. Tble vllf leave onLy ono lndependantly operated tlalu L Bft ltr
th€ cotiDtry r heeely thc D&RG!{ rs RIo CRAIIDE @PHIR. !to!r r €ports re hear thle
latter traln ateya booked up all tho tlne and aD sulc w111 be for the coulng
tourlst eeaeon. If any of you vant to tr.y and socure EoE€ntoE tlot! the So{JTHFAN
CRESCENI, passeng€r I'Coodlean, ete. rrou ls the tlns to start tr5rlng to g6t th.D.
Alnoet forgot to roentlon the R1o oralders SI1VER1oN 1s etlJll o'porated bt' tbst
llne and lt too stsys booked r.p. Reports lndicete that Southern nay elso dle-
contlnue their paeseng€r 6:.curslon s€rvlc€ after the SOUTHmN CRESCCNI coues off;
bovever thlE gervloe hes recolved so Duch favorable publtclty for' tbe nanagrEent
and board of diroctors of, gouihern that the llne nay declde to contluue lt. It
rlII o'perate at..least thls season as tnar\y, DaDy trlps are already book€d and ao1d.

Oa. l{areh {th yor:r €dltor spotted A&M No. 14, (Nt-2) on trackage by old lflP rouad-
houst area. Itoe'"nebly thls loco lJas ln th6 hand s of the MOP for s8s repalr uork,
posslbly uheel turnlng, otc. Thle was an o1d nodel evltcher but stli,l looked very
good. Do not knou fur guro but probably At&U also uges thls loco ln road servlce
betueen Moaroo, Baotrcp, Is. etc. t,o Crossett, Arkansas. (Color pbot'o nade of loco)

EI PRSZ, '"Jafter l.lalker, 1e eo-chalnDsn of tba ooroolt tee nos Horklng on tbe neetlng
of tb.gouTHItrEST S HImFG,S ADVIESiIY F,A.RD iio ba held ln little Rock at tbe Canclot
Inn durtng nonth of ;ur:e. (po not kno!, er.act rlates) Iou Eay or eay not tmon that
th6 SISAB is r,+,rlct]y F.ALI, no trucka, no barges, no a1r llneg. fheoe ueetlngs
brlng togethor sh!.ppers and ra11 op€rs blng personnel Bho shere their prohleuarand
grelvanoce togother a.nd c.::4cavor to +-bres b thss out. Thc neetlnga are vcry uortb
vhlIe.
Lje leern thi+" thres Foder;l Pgllrosd Inspectora u'l,II toove to Llttle Rock and open
an offlce ln the Elue Cross-Eue Shleid BulLdlng et 6th & Gainea Str€ets ln our
falr clty. Do not think tl:ey are go1r,g to flnd very rouch bad tlack Ln Arkaneas
but therc aro excaptione of coulge not on]'y in Arkaasag but all gtatee. fust
they ',1111 Dako thelT reports publlc as ve r.rl11 ba lntereEted to lmo$ sbat thcy
flnd. Evsn sotrs of our short llneg 1n At:kls Land have exaellcnt track.

Our !€etlngs so far thie year have been very noll attended vhlcb roskcs ua ell
happy. Lets keop our attendanc€ up. SoD€ thlngs to look foruard to tbls year
aro: A pooslblo excurelon, an excol,lent plcnlc, a poes!.ble raiL souDd recordlng

8ff 3*3"8h;T";1rX!l"l# Efitr3$"Ptiiv"$tr$llt3*gB""i'Fth%+1ffi"t#$Jf,:"'
Nov folks settlc back and read tno oxcel'Lent artldcs vhlch rc knon you 1111
anJqr; one by neu uerober Ern16 D6ano r the other by tbBt gontloan of trlhc€Ilenclas t
l.llke Adaus. Iour editor utsbes he coufd lrrlte Llks the Bc tro. Thcy are certalnly
an- agget to our club.

-S_EE ArL OF XoU AT TIIE ARrl SUAP MEETING Sr,rAp AND SSLL
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Trxar kana BII ERNIE DEA}E

An 618 1n lrkBnses tlansportatlon hlstory c s.o to an end on the lsst day of 19J? and
for reaaonE s€utfurcntal snd othsrulse I r.leB on hand for tbe flnIsh.

Tho st.Lous soutbnestern Relluay conpany ran lt,a last passengcr traln betueon pl-no
Eluff and Gexarkana.

Englneer Rub.n L. (Ruba ) Ml11el, !,etsran of a hal-f centurl. of rallroadLag, Has at
the tbrottle ss th6 traln rollod into the yarda here and tted up at the blg dapot
wblch gtreddlea the lrkansa6-Teras stat€ lln€.

Flreroan Pau1. lfers nas ln the cab wlth hle and corrductor F. B. Ragar was baeL ln
th6 pasaeng€r soach. Betneen thelo they hold a total of L26 yeara of aervlcc on the
Cotton b1t Routc, as tho rallroad hae bben knoun fo! generatlona.

lraln tdo. 7 and aJ, so l&. I 1ts trdn yhlch lefh Texarkana for lts f,lnal trlp to Plne
puff later ln the day had fallen victlu to va6t changas ln the puhllc ta preference
of travel nethode. The autornobllc prJ,narl[y, and tbe blghuay bua and the a1t?1an6
too, bad cut docply lnto pa.soenger revonues sl,nce WorJd hlgr 11. Hh€r6 thr6c pasa6n-
ger traLna had operated dally for yeara betueen Plno Eluf! aad T€:(arkarie and return,
sernlc€ had besn cut to one.

NoH tbEt one nsde 1tc last trlp, leavlng euch touns as Rlson, Fordyc€, CaDdon aDd
I.evlwrlle ulthout sueh gervics for the f,lrst t!rc elns€ treck Iey!,ug across .Atkanees
uas corpleted by thc 0exao & St. loue Ralhay ln 1883. In faet, the co1ng of tbe lron
horge hsd brought the blrtb of a nr-rnbr of touns and the decllne of otlprs back ln thoee
d8y8.

By Bpeclal pero3.sslon of the Cotton Belt nane genent, whlch nou $akse lte beadquarters
at $Ier, Tex, I rode tbe dlesel locmotlve from'Plne Eluff doyn to Celdeu uhcn oLd
No, 7 gtarted on 1te last run to the Te:(es bord€!. Engl-ncer MlILer and Rlrcroan l.firere
bad baen f}lenda and follon ralJ-roaderg cf og father uhcn he HaE a Cotton Belt englneer
be fore r€tlletr€nt 20 years ago. So had A-ank RobartB, noe road for6EaB of .n8:[nGs for
the llnc, uho accoropanled no as a passenger ln the cab. These r0e4 have leen solp roalor
changer coDe to rallroadlng slnce they Etftrt€d ehovellng coel Lnto stess loco8otlve
flreboxes ln thelr lourgtf day6. One of tlieoc, c€rtairily, ts the publlcrs near abendon-
nent of the Cotton Belt as a greane of travel.

Rubo l4lller ta a huge nan wlth a boorning voico and a broed senae of huDor. Ha kept
the uhlstJ.e busy Duch of the ray, tootLng at fare people, rallroad track irorkers, snd
othsrs and ravlng a 18st sa.lutc r! !h. hug€ englnc and cara avept fo. 01vc ten a snlle
and a fllendly uav€ as they aee thelr Last Cotton 8a1t psssenger traln he seetoad to Eay
to hLueelf.

Rallroad enpil oyes understandably are dlepleasdd rh€n manageoent dropE traln€ fro lts
schcdulcs, for tbls brlnge changes l,n Jobs, oftan cau6eg fsD11i6s to have to Dove to
another toun. . But the tbree o1d therg ln the cab dldnrt have nuch to say ln thi6
rcspGct. l,la+ageraent tool dlellkes havlng to cut lte servlce to the publlo. For on€
thlng Buch actln brings 11] gtl1 In tbe t,ovne fron rhlch the rallrosd drara frelght
buslnege .

il,y pir:rposa 1n uaidng the last run of ltaln No. ? uasnrt to go into thle aspect of the
batt6r bovever.

The Cotton Belt had been handling 6 d811y avel'age of only Bevon fare paylng pass€ng€r6
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bettsen Plno Eluff and Tc.xarkana, the Oourparry ra publlo relatlonE dopartroent r€ported.
Anil contlnuance of ths servlce couLd not be econonlcal,ly Juatifled. The end uis
lnevltable.

Tln€.vaE, of course vhea a Dere ruoor of a rallroad survoylng party ln tha area vas
b1g n€wg. lbAt t8 th6 ktey lt uas uh6n Capt. Sanuel !J. Fordyce, then resldlng ln Hot
SprlngB rccuperatlng llco lllness caused by Clvtl l&r uounde vas.cngaged to 1ay out
a rout,e acrose Arkansas for 6 rai]road.

Foldyc. reportedly nade bIs flrBt trip estrldo a gray nu1c, taldng the greater part
of a year to search out favoraLle rlver crosslngs, 16ve1 Btr€tcho8 of J.eud, potlntlal
cotton and other f?elght -producing ar6as far away enough lbon fron MountaLn Rallroad
trsokago to avold costly cqcllilon.

T:aek laylng r.as Etartod at several locatlons at th€ sao€ tlme and the laEt oonaoch
t,1ng 11D1. of tha St. Loule Sbuihrrestern rs ptedeceseor rgs conpleted ln Arkaasas tn
Augu6t of 1883. A scbedule of that perlod ahous that Traln lb. 1 nag to leave PIne
Eluff at 1llc05 an ead arrlve in Tlxarkana at 8110 p u.

thc equlpu.ent lncluded tnrlLtrD placo gleeping Care, Handsoroc IFy Coachor, and
Elegant Parlor Car€F accordlng to an advertls€ro€nt.

Captaln Fordyc€--later to b. pr€sLdent of tbe Conpany and addrosEed as Coloncl,
had e bookful of, experiences a-nd one of tbeu cane at th6 8ed Rlvci eagt of
Texarkana ss be escorted dltectors on a speclal tor:r of the llnc. The trala
Etopp€d to aualt cloalng of, tbo dravbrldgo just about dark and a ebot lang out.
Col, onef Fordycc atepped to the platforn and catoe face-to-face nlth and arud
bsudlt vbo forced h{m back lnto t}ie llghted car. Tbor€ th6 colonol reeognlred
the Dan as an old acqual,ntance of pre War dayg, an ox-frelght c onductor.

Forduoe 6ugg6sted that th€ Eisn shoul,d be eshaued to hold up a frLend and foollBb
to try to get, sny Donoy on tlut rallroad uhen nobody knonn to have any extra casb
ever rodo lt. t'6o over and hold up the Iron Mountalnh he afso suggosted. The
bandlt apologlzed, called off hls gang and later dld hold up an llon lrrountaln
tratn--sendlng the Col,onel a keg of r.rhlskey J.n payment for ths tlp.

Th€r6 vere no l"sndlts on thls ride f Dnde--by loeouotlve to Oandoa and by coacb on
lnto Tlrerkura:-and no kegs eithar. Just a feellng of sadness on the part of thoge
of ue sho have faihoadlng J.n our blood.

rTh. End *

Edltorts Not,e---ltnd€rs taDd that thls run did not end engtneer Rubcllllerts tlne
on tb€ roadi 1n fact ae alDost posltlve tlDt ha ran Cotton Belt llalns ? and 8
uhl ch contlnued ln operatlon between Plne Bluff and East St. Loulg untl] Novelnber
3Or 1959, uhlch wae the date the 

*Cot 
t olrffll*""Oud all passenger operatlons.

Iour €dltoa rs apologl-ee to ltlke AdgDs and all of orrr uenbers for not belng able
to run lilke AdarDs t excelleot artlcle ln thls nontttrg neselstter. Spacer budggt
allottuent fo! prlntlng, postagor etc. wlll nake lt necoseary to hold thls ertlcle
for the May nevslettar. It vi1l be ln thEt lssue for sure. So long for nox.

Thought I.cou1d get lt ln thls onc but cannot
make l t .

Bill Merck
Edltor

EITRA---Eob Dortchrs Seott & Eearskln laks R.R. starts operatLons agaln on Aprll
zatd.. Dob v!11 also run thls y€ar on thursdays and ltldayE 11 a.u to I pu
frou) June 1 thru Sept. 1. Lets all eupport Bob; he ls one of our good
ranbers.
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