
AUGUST--MEETIII-G: There will be no regular business
mcet ing  fo r  the  month  o f  August .  An  in fo rmal  ge t
together  w i l l  be  he ld  a t  the  regu la r  t ime,  2 :O0 p .m.
Sgnday,  August  I I th  a t  the  Missour i  Pac i f i c  Bu i ld ing
1000  V ies t  4 th  S t .  No t th  L i t t l c  Rock .  Br ing  s l ides r -
f i lm or  what  hbve you.

BUrrDIllG_lBgcBAMi The plumbing has been roughed in
and the  f loor  s lab  poured and f in ished ou t  fo r  the
new bu i ld ing .  The s tee l  componcnts  have been t rans-
por ted  to  the  bu i ld ing  s i te  

'and  
the  insu la t ion

mater ia l -  has  been ob ta ined.  Th ings  are  beg inn ing
to  take  shdpe .

SOUTHEBI{-ILEAM AT MEMPHIS: At long last the famed
4501 w i l l  come to  ou l r  a rea .  On September  14  & ]5
there  w iJ .L  be  a  roundt r io  s team ex turs ion  f rom Memohis
to  Cor in th ,  M iss iss ipp i . '

Sponsored by  Memphis  Showcase Tennessee,  the  t ra in  w i l l
depar t  f rom Buntyn  Sta t ion  (Fa i r  Grounds area)  a t
8 :00  a .m.  and re tu rn  'a t  6 :00  o .m.  The fa re  w i l - f  be
$I8 .00  and t i cke ts  may bc  oh tb ined f ro rn  thc  sponsor ing
agen t  a t  P .  O .  Box  994 ,  Memph is ,  Tenn .  38101 .

The cons is t  o f  15  cars  .w i l l  inc ludc  two opcn cars
a  tape  recordc r  ca r  as  we lL  as  coaches ,  (bo thea i r
d i t ioned and non-a i r  cond i t ioned$ g in ing  car  and
car .

and
con-

mus eum

N.R-]LS-IUILETIN: NationaL Director Gene Hufl  has
asked tha t  the  copy  o f  a  l c t te r  tha t  he  rec i i ved  f rom
the At-ABAlvlA GULF CHAPEER be. publ ished with this issue.

The ALabarna chapter  ra ises  severa l  ques t ions  w i th  regard
to  the  BULLETIN as  we l las  w i th  cer ta in  Nat iona l -  opera t ing
prac t i ces .  P lease  rcad  the  ld t te r  wh ich  i s  a t tached
to  th is  i ssue o f  the  NEIVSLETTER and i t  w i l l  be  l rought
up  fo r  d iscuss ion  a t  the  Sep tember  bus iness  meet ing .



NEW BOOKS i  Katmbach pub l isere i  has  issucd a  new vo lume
in  the i r  mode l ing  handbook ser ies .  Th is  one is  on
Trac t ion  ModeLs and is  p r iced  a t  $3 .50 .  , I t  i s  p repared
in  the  usue l  we l l  wr i t t ' en  s ty lc  o f  thc  p iev ious ' .vo iumes.
A copy  is  on  f  i l -e  w i th  . the  ed i to . r  and is  ava i l  ab lo  fo r
examina t ion .

Norhham Di rcc to ry  Assoc .  has  ,pub l i shed thc  th i rd  ed i t ion
o f  Locomot ive  Rosters  o f  Nor th  Amer ica .  The i r  address
is  P .  O.  Box  I29 ,  P la t t sburgh ,  N .Y .  I290 I .  Th is  i s
pr in ted  as  in fo rmat ion  fo r  those who might  bo  fami l ia r
w i th  p rev ious  ed l t ions  inasmbuc as  a  copy  was no t
rece ived fo r  rev icw.

AMTiIAKING: Afreight derai lment near Jefferspn, Texas
a few weeks ago caused the INTER_AMERICAN to back into
Texarkana and come in to  F t . lVor th  on  T&Frs .  o ld  Trans-
Cont inenta l -  D iv is ion  v ia .  Far is .  A  c rew had been caL led
for  runn ing  over  the  COTTbN BELT to  B ig  Sandy.  But  the
p lan  was  k i l l ed  desp i te  Federa l  regu la t ions  dea l ing
wi th  emergenc ies .  (From the  Bu l le t in  Board  6 f  Tr in i ty
Va11ey Chapter  )

S.EPJEI,1BIj! lilEEl-ING_: Dont forget the September Meeting
wiL l  be  a  se l l -  &  swap meet t  Gather  up  thc  photos  and
RaiLroad iana tha t  you  donr t  have any  fu r ther  use  fo r
and br ing  them down.  Swap them or  se l l -  them or  se l l
them and buy  someth ing  e lse .

t r r tANTED:  Ra i l road cap badges.  Conductor ,  Agent ,  E tc .
WaLter  Walker .  Boxr  -5584,  L i t t le  Rock  72205

(Smal ]  c iass i f i ed .announcements  and  ads  w i f l  be  run  a t
no  charge fo r  members  on ly  on  a  space ava i lab le  bas is )

NEWS!  News f rom the  memhersh ip  r i s  necessary  to  f i I I
ou t  a  news le t te r .  As  there  is  no  repor t ing  s ta f f ,  the
ed i to r  must  re ly  on  in fo rmat ion  fu rn ished by  members
PLease le t  h im know any t ime you havc  any th ing  tha t  ,may
be o f  in te res t  to  the  mombersh ip .

Arkansas  Ra i l road C lub  is  a  non pror i t  corpora tdon.  I t
meets  the  second sunday o f  each inonth  a t  the  Missour i
Pac i f i c  Of f i ce  Bu i ld ing ,  1OO0 VJes t  4 th  S t ree t  Nor th  L i t t le
t1ock ,  Ark .  For  fu r ther  in fo rman ion ,  wr i te  Ed i to r ,  P .  O.
Box 5584 L i t t le  Rock ,  Ark .  72205



fHE ALAEAiTA GULF CHAPTER
OF TEE NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTOBTCAL SOCIBTY

M O E I L E ,  A L A B A M A  3 8 O O I

Dear I{RHS

Our Board of Directors and a majori ty of our members have requested that this
le t te r  be  sent  to  one o f f i cer  o f  each NRHS chaoter  in  the  southeas t  w i th  the
request  tha t  i t  be  ca l led  to  the  a t ten t ion  o f  your  membersh ip .

The Alabama Gulf Chapter is not one of the larger chapters (71 mernbers at this
writ ing) nor one of the oldest (chartered November 1962) however we feel that
the  ra i l fans  in  th is  a rea  are  jus t  as  ded ica ted  as  those in  any  o ther ,  and our
members ar€ quite concerned about the direct ion and leadership that we are
rece iv ing  f rom the  na t iona l  o rgan iza t ion  o f  the  l , lRHS.

The focus of our concern is the quali ty and content of IHE BULLEUN. Not a
one o f  our  members  is  the  leas t  in te res ted  in  fo re ign  ra i l road ing ,  nor  w i th
boats .  In  our  op in ion ,  no  recent  i ssue has  been pub l ished tha t  any  one o f  us
wou ld  have pa id  lOd fo r  i f  we had seen i t  on  a  newsstand.  The on ly  except ion
miEht  be  Vo l  .  39 ,  No.  I  w i th  the  long ar t i c le  by  0 t to  Kuh ler .  However ,  we found
nothing in that art icle that was not in Mr. Kuhler 's book, r, ty rRoN J1uRNEr that
was pub l  i shed in  1967.  l , le  a lso  d is l i ke  the  fac t  tha t  Chapter  News appears  very
la te ,  o r  no t  a t  a l l ,  and  tha t  Pres ident  Pardee has  f ]a t l y  re fused ( in  a  persona l
conversa t ion  tha t  took  p lace  in  Mob i le  in  December  o f  1972)  to  cont inue to
pub l ish  a  na t iona l  d i rec to ry  w i th  the  membersh ip  b roken down by  s ta te  and c i ty .

l . | i th membership of over 9,000 now, we request that you closely consider, the
arnount of money the national has to work with, the way that they refuse to give
a de ta i led  account ing  o f  the  way they  use  i t ,  and  what  a  smal l  re tu rn  each
ind iv idua l  chapter  ge ts  back  fo r  the  amount  cont r ibu ted  in  na t iona l  dues .

Our Chapter has no pat answers to these problems, and we would appreciate knotving
the views of your members. l , le do know for a fact that these problems' contents of
rHE BULLETIN, f inancial accounting, and the fai lure to publ ish a nembership
d i rec to ry ,  have been ca l led  to  the  a t ten t ion  o f  the  na t iona l  o f f i cers  many t im?s in
the  pas t .  A  check  o f  your  la tes t  ed i t ion  o f  THE BULLETIN w i l l  show you tha t  a l l
o f  the  na t iona l  o f f i cers  l i ve  in  the  nor th  eas t ,  w i th  the  except ion  o f  one who
l i ves  ou t  o f  the  coun t ry ,  and  ano ther  who  l i ves  in  I l l i no is .  l . l e  in  the  sou th  eas t
are  to ta l  l y  unrepresented ,  ye t ,  we account  fo r  a lmost  ha l f  o f  the  to ta l  I IRHS
membersh ip .  The na t iona l  o rgan iza t lon  is  now rece iv ing  in  excess  o f  S40,000
a year  in  dues ,  ye t  what  a re  we rece iv ing  in  re tu rn?

The A labama Gul f  Chapter  i s  cons ider inq  severa l  th ings  and wou ld  apprec ia te  your
coments. one is to pay the national dues for only enough of our members (6) to
retaln our charter. Another would be to seperate completely from the I{RHS and fonn
some other rai l fan organiSation that would be more responsive to the wishes and
des i  res  o f  i t s  membersh ip .

l ' l e  wou ld  apprec ia te  hear ing  f rom each person who rece ives  th ls  le t te r ,  a f te r  he
has  brought  the  conten ts  to  the  a t ten t ion  o f  h is  membersh ip .

P. O. BOX t57l

,  Ju ly  18,  1974

Chapter Officer:

a-tu/, C Q,^zu",s,
FrankC.  Ph i l l ips ,  s r . ,  / re i ldent

Sincere ly ,


