
ARKANSAS RAILROADER

READER MILROAD TO I4AKE FINAL SCHEDULED RUN SATUR-DAY, DECEIIBER 2. SO
sta tes  a  no t ice  rece ived f ron  l4 r .  T .  l4 I ,  l , t .  Long da ted  November  15 ,  Ig72.
Ex tTa t ra ins  v r i l l  be  opera ted  Tuesday,  Novenber  28 th ,  and Thursday ,
I r lovenber  30 th .  These t ra ins  r+ i l l  depar t  Reader  a t  L0 :00  a .n .  Th6 1as t
scheduLeC run  w i l l  depar t  Reader  a t  10 :30  a . r : r .  on  Satu ; i fay ,  December  2 .
A f te r  tha t  da te ,  the  l ine  w i l l  becorne,  pend ing  f ina l  approva l  o f  i t s
application for complete abandonnent by the Interstate Cornrnerce Connis-
s ion ,  ! , lash ing ton ,  D.  C.  (See ICC Docket  Number  , ^B-58) ,  "Opera ted  fo rirregular rr;ieht *""':;fi:; 

;ilt:"r^rll;t"
by  C l i f ton  E .  Hu l1

In  the  fa l l  o f  1868,  a  g roup o f  men f ron  P ine  B lu f f  and L i t t le  Roc!
assoc ia ted  thense lves  together  fo r  the  purpose o f  cons t ruc t ing ,  opera t -
ing  and rna in ta in ing  a  ra i l road fo r  pub l i c  use  in  t ranspor t ing  persons
and proner ty .  Th is  r+as  in  s t r i c t  con formi ty  w i th  an  ac t  o f  the  Genera l
Assenb ly  o f  the  s ta te  o f  Arka-nsas ,  en t i t led-  ' rAn  ac t  to  p rov ide  fo r  a
genera l  sys ten  o f  ra i l road incorpora t ion" ,  wh ich  was approved on  Ju ly
23 ,  1848 .

The rai lroad was to be knorvn as the "Lit t le Rock, Pine B!.uff  tr  Ner,r
Or leans" .  I t  shou ld  beg in  a t  L i t t le  Rock ,  then progress  southwar t l  to ,
o r  near ,  the  town o f  P ine  B lu f f "  in  the  county  o f  Je f fe rson,  thence to
Mont ice l lo ,  in  Drew county .  F rorn  here  the  l ine  r , ras  p ro jec ted  south  to
the  Arkansas  -  Lou i  s  ana border ,  pass ing  th rough,  o r  in to ,  the  count ies  o f
Pu lask i ,  Je f fe rson,  Drevr  and Ash ley .  A lso ,  there  r^ ras  to  be  a  b ranch
l ine  d iverg ing  f ron  the  rna in  l ine  a t ,  o r  near ,  P ine  B lu f f ,  t rave l ing  in
a  southeas ter ly  course  to ,  o r  near ,  the  te r rn in t rs  o f  Fun ice ,  on  the
rn igh ty  l ' , l i ss iss ipp i  P . iver .  Th is  rvou ld  g ive  a  d i rec t  v la te r - rou te  connec-
t ion  w i th  the  por t -c i t y  o f  l . lew 0r leans ,  as  v re l l  as  the  t ranspor ta t ion
center  o f  S t ,  Lou is .  The length  o f  the  rna in  l ine  was about  160 n i les ,
and tha t  o f  the  branch about  105 rn i les ,  rnak ing  an  inpress ive  to ta l  o f
265  mi les .

T!..e charter for the conpany was to continue in force for a period
of  99  year .  The cap i ta l  s tock  o f  the  conpany,  inc lud ing  the  cos t  o f
cons t ruc t ion ,  acqu is i t ion  o f  r igh t  o f  way ,  no t ive  nower  and to l l ing
s tock ,  c tc . ,  was  to  bc  $7 ,155 ,000  d iv ided  in to  71 ,550  shares  va lued  a t
$100 each.  The board  o f  d i rec to rs  was conposed o f  the  fo l low ing :
George R.  I {eeks ,  Sau l  I , ' l ,  } !a11ory ,  Janes  Lewis ,  0 l i ver  Snyder ,  and Jack-
son E.  S icke ls .  These nen l le re  a lso  au thor ized  to  open books  fo r  pub l i r
subscr ip t ion  to  the  s tock  o f  the  conpany.  They  nersona l ly  subscr ibed t
530 shares  each .

The ar t i c les  o f  incoroora t ion  were  sworn  to  be fore  i ' t r .  W.  I / ' I .  l l i l -
sh i re ,  Ch ie f  Jus t ice  o f  th6  Suprenc  Cour t  o f  Arkansas ,  then f i led  in
the  o f f i ce  o f  the  Secrc ta ry  o f  S ta te .

On Ju ly  31 ,  1868,  Governor  Powel l  C lay ton  o f  Arkansas  s igned an
ac t  g ran t ing  a id  to  ra i l roads ,  in  the  anoun t  o f  $15 ,000  per  m i le  in
s ta te  bonds.  Thesc  bonds werc  payab le  to  the  s ta te  in  30  years  ,  a t  74
in te res t  per  year .  Th is  sane ac t  p rov ided fo r  a  s ta te  ra i l road conn is -
s ion ,  cornposed o f  the  governor ,  secre tary  o f  s ta te  and the  super in ten-
dent .  The L i t t le  Rock ,  P ine  B lu f f  6  IVen Or leans  app l ied  fo r  and rcce iv
ed  $1 ,200 ,000  in  s ta te  bonds .

Af te r  care fu l  surveys  were  nade,  i t  was  d-e tern ined tha t  i t  wou ld
be to the advantagc of the colnpany to bui lC the branch l ine to terminat,
a t  Ch ico t  C i ty ,  ins tead o f  E t rn ice ,  s t i l1  keep ing  a  Miss iss ipp i  R iver
connect ion .  To  fac i l i ta te  the i r  work ,  and to  "k i l l  two b i rds  w i th  one
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stone", the cornpany signed a contract rvi th the state to bui ld a levee
a long Cypress  Creek .  For  th is  work ,  the  s ta te  pa id  the  company in  s ta te
bonds.  A f te r  the , levee was conp l "c ted ,  they  la id  ra i l s  on  top  o f  i t  to
the town of Chicot. Thus, they acconplished a toadbed and r,rer 'c paid for
i t ,  in  add i t ion .  Therc  v rere  a ip rox i rnb te ly  15  n i les  o f  i t .  In  the  be-
ginning, i t  was contenplated that the road shoult l  be bui l t  as a narrorr-
gauge,  bu t .  fo r tunate ly ,  th is  was ve toed and i t  becane s ta tndard  gaugc.

Sone of the bonds , r+'hich the cornpany had rcceived frorn the state,
werc .sold, r^, 'hi  le others were given as colLateral to secure noney needed
for construction. l t lhen the work. was f inal ly put under contract, i t  was
pushed forward with great energy and perseverance. The road was corn-
p le ted  f ron  Ch ico t  to  P ine  B lu f f ,  a  d is tance o f  65  rn i les ,  in  1873.  Soon
aftcr the coElplet ion of the l ine to Chicot and when trains began to oper
ate over i t  the discovery was nade that the levee fron Redfork to Chicot
wou ld  no t  r^ r i ths tand the  pressure  o f  a  h igh  r i se  in  the  l4 iss iss ipo i  R iver
In  the  fa l l  o f  1874,  abo i r t  15  n i les  o f  i [  gavc  way. .  Th is  was a-  nos t
serious loss to the conpany. nbout this sane t ine, nany of the state
bonds, given as aid to various roads, were dunped on the New York narket
Th is  f lood  soon reduced the  va luc  o f .  the  bonds un t i l  they  ware  prac t ic -
a l l y  wor th less ,  Gr .ea t  e f fo r t  was  requ i red  to  se l l  the  bonds fo r  even
25 cents per one dol lar face value. The conpany soon becarne insolvent,
aLong w i th  i t s  ne ighbor ,  the  l ' t i ss iss ipp i ,  0uach i ta  I  Red R iver .  Co lone l
A.  F I .  Ryan,  Secre tary  o f  S ta te  r . ras  aopo in ted  as  rece iver  fo r  the  l ine ,

Such a situation had been provided for back on l , larch 2, 1870, when
the  s tockho lders  ne t  in  L i t t le  Rock .  The d i rec to rs  were  g iven the  au-
thor i t y  to  conso l ida te  the  cap i ta l  s tock ,  r igh ts  and f ranch ises  w i th
those o f  any  o ther  ra i l road conpany wh ich  thcy ,  the  d i rec to rs ,  deened
wou ld  be  in  the  bes t  in te res ts  o f  the i r  road.  0n  l . lovenber  16 ,  1870,  the
l l l i ss iss ipp i ,  Ouach i ta  G Red R iver  s tgckho lders  ne t  and nade the  sane
dec is ion .  On October  14 ,  L873,  bo th  cordpan ies  dec ided to  nergc .

At this t ine, the new conpany was chartered under the nane of the' 'L i t t le  Rock ,  l t i ss iss ipp i  R iver  €  Texas"  (a lso  known as  the  Texas ,  Miss is
sippi River 6 North - ' l^ lcs tern Railroad Conpany), and was to have al l  the
cdnveyed r igh ts  and pr iv i leges  o f  the  or ig ina l  conpan ics .  The d i rec to rs
and o f f i cers  du ly  appo in ted  to  serve  un t i l  the  f i rs t  e lec t ion  to  be  he ld
on the 3rd l{edncsday of I . lovenber, 1874, tdere as fol lows: Powell  Clayton
of  L i t t le  Rock ,  Pres ident ;  Jackson E.  S icke ls  o f  L i t t le  Rock ,  Treasurer ;
4 . ,  H .  Ryan o f  L i t t le  Rock ,  Secre tary :  S .  W.  Mal lo ry ,  O.  P .  Snyder  and
^ i .  1 .4 .  C lay ton  o f  P ine  B lu f f ,  B .  I { .  Mar t in  o f  l {a r ren ,  G.  B .  C.  Runbough
of  L i t t le  Rock ,  I rv ing  C.  Srn i th  and D. .  B .  S icke ls  o f  New York ,  and A.  O.
l .4organ of South Acton, Mass . ,  Directors .

The,company wou lc l  have i t s  gencra l  o f f i ces  a t  L i t t le  Rock .  The
cap i ta l  s tock  was  se t  a t  $10 ,550 ,000  d iv ided  in to  105 ,500  shares  va lued
at  $100 each.  I t  was  dec ided tha t  the  ou ts tand ing  s tock  o f  thc  o ld  com-
pan ies  shouLd be  conver t ib le  a t  par ,  share  fo r  share ,  in to  the  s tock  o f
the  new corpora t ion .  The  $700 ,000  cap i ta l  s tock  o f  the  M isS iss ipp i ,
Ouach i ta  f r  Red R iver  was to  be  issued be fore  the  ra t i f i ca t ion  o f  the
consolidation and to be placed. in. trust with the treasurer of the new
company, to be paid over to the cit ies and counties which had subscribed
or authorized a subscript ion therefore, and to provide for the paynent
of the capital stock of the said eoripany, when the same should becorne
due to the state of Arkansas, in paynent for land granted by the state
in  a  spec ia l  ac t  o f  January  16 ,  1861.  A lso  there  was to  be  issued
$50 ,000  o f  the  s tock  o f  the  L .R . ,  P .B .  f l  N .0 . ,  be fo re  the  ra t i f i ca t ion
of  conso l ida t ion  ?nd sa id  s tock  p lacec l  in  the  t rus t  o f  the  t reasurer  o f
the new cornpany, for the purpose of being issued to the original stock-
ho lders  o f  the  L i t t le  Rock  6  Napo leon.  The cer t i f i ca te  o f  conso l ida t ion
was f i led  a t  the  o f f i ce  o f  the  Secre tary  o f  S ta te  on  Novenber  11 ,  1873.
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At  the  t ine  o f  conso l ida t ion ,  the  road was opera t ing  f ro rn  Ch ico t  to
P ine  B lu f f .  Because o f  the  s l igh t  g rades  o f  th is  por t ion  o f  the  road,
l igh t  ra i l s  were  needed ins tead o f  the  ra i l s  wh ich  were  requ i red  on  the
renainder of the systen. Since the conpany had a connon agent in New
Or leans ,  a  rn is take  was nadc  by  h in  wh ich  c rea ted  qu i te  a  b i t  o f  r id icuLe
and adverse  pub l ic i t y ,  and the  d i rec to rs  were  accused o f  cheat ing .  Sorne
of these l ight rai ls were spiked down on the wrong section and when the
rnistake was discovered, they were taken up and sent on to the proper
loca t ion ,  the  L .R . ,  P .B .  G N.0 .  b ranch .  The  o f f i c ia l s  were  accused  o f
us ing  the  sane ra i l  to  secure  s ta te  a id  in  two d i f fe ren t  sec t ions  o f  the
country. They were elegible for state aid when they had ten consecutive
n i les  o f  road cons t ruc ted .

Af te r  a  coup lc  o f  years  o f  t r ia l  and er ro r ,  the  conpany dec ided to
sh i f t  por t ions  o f  the  road to  escape the  year ly  f lood ing  o f  Lowlands
along the old Bartholonew Bayou. This was a great benefi t  for nain-
ta in ing  an  un in te r rup ted  schedu le .

Ear ly  in  1879 the  re loca ted  por t ion  to  Arkansas  C i ty  was comple ted .
It  diverged frorn the old route about tr, .ro rni les south of Varner. The
t ra ins  were  loaded to  capac i ty  w i th  f re igh t  o f  aL l  k inds .  They  were
nak ing  the  run  f rom P ine 'B lu f f  to  Arkans is  C i ty  in  on ly  8  hour3 ,  inc lud-
ing  a l l  s tops .  About  t r ^ ro  and th ree-quar te r  n i les  o f  t res t le  had been
bu i l t  to  keeo the  road f ron  be inp  f looded.  The cos t  o f  the  re loca t ion
was paid froln the receipts of t tre two preceding seasons. About the
f i rs t  o f  Apr i l  1879,  adc l i t iona l  work  was done and the  runn ing  t ine  was
reduced to  f i ve  hours .  The depot  a t  Arkansas  C i ty  r ras  conven ien t ly  10-
ca ted  on  the  bank  o f  the  } , l i ss iss ipo i  R iver  so  as  to  fac i l i ta te  the  t rans
fer  o f  f re igh t  to  and f ron  the  s teanboats .  There  wete  n ine  s ta t ions
erec ted  on  the  l ine ,  wh ich  ran  th rough a  most  r i ch  and fe r t i le  sec t ion
of  count ry .  A lso  many s to res  were  be ing  c rec ted .  That  a l1  spoke very
rve l l  fo r  super in tendent  Houd le t te  and h is  ass is tan t ,  Ma jor  J .  l l l .  Buckner ,
who had prev ious ly  worked fo r  the  L i t t le  Rock .€  F t .  Spr i th .  Conductors
Sapp ing ton  and ua tson were  a lso  very  popu lar  w i th  the  passengers .

There  was a  grea t  dea l  o f  ag i ta t ion  fo r  the  conp le t ion  o f  the  road
f ron  P ine  B lu f f  to  L i t t le  Rock .  F .a r ly  in  Decenber  o f  L879,  p res ident
J .  E .  Redf ie ld ,  and pr inc ipa l  s tockho lder  E .  H.  i ' J inches ter ,  o f  Por ts -
nouth ,  New Hanpsh iTe,  were  in  L i t t le  Rock .  These gent lenen were  rnak ing
an e f fo r t  to  induce the  bus iness  rnen o f  thc  c i ty  to  subscr ibe  to  $50,000
in  s tock  o f  the  ra i l road.  The ens ineer 's  es t ina te  o f  cos t  fo r  the  44
rn i le  gar r  was  $600,000.  The na jo r  

-por t ion  
o f  th is  had been ra ised.  The

day was drawing near when the road would enter the capital ci ty.
Dur ing  the  year  o f  1 .880,  the  en t i re  ex is t ing  road was genera l l y

rehab i l i ta ted .  O ld  b r idges  wete  rep laced w i th  new ones  and add i t iona l
s ide  t racks  were  la id  to  take  care  o f  the  inc reased bus iness .  A l l  t ies
had been rep laced and water  tanks ,  depots ,  p la t fo rns ,  mach ine  shops  and
two elevators had been erected. The southern end of the road had been
conp le ted  to  l {on t ice l lo  and i t  was  an t ic ipa ted  tha t  the  nor thern  end
wou ld  reach L i t t le  Rock  ear ly  in  January  1881.  There  was on  hand twe lve
loconot ives ,  250 f re igh t  cars  and passenger  cars  su f f i c ien t  fo r  the
a l ready  inc reased t ra f f i c .  A  s ta tenent  o f  the  bus iness  fo r  1880 showed
to ta l .  tonnage  o f  86 ,945  tons ,  w i th  ba led  co t ton  o f  50 ,000  tons  the
la rges t  i ten .

The gent lemen ent rus ted  w i th  the  gu idance and d i rec t ion  o f  the  road
are  wor thy  o f  no te  a t  th is  t ine  and they  rnake qu i te  an  inpress ive  f . i s t .
The f i rs t  p res ident  was  Hon.  O.  P ,  Snyder ,  ex-menber  o f  Congress  f rom
Pine B lu f  f  .  The second was Gen.  Sam,  r , ' t r .  Ma l lo ry .  The th i rd ,  Dr .  J .  I ' { .
Lewis .  The four th ,  ex-governor  and ex-Un i ted  Sta tes  Senator  Powe1 l  C lay-
ton .  The f i f th  and present  one was Co l . .  J .  E .  Redf ie ld ,  a  res ident  o f
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Essex, Connecticut, through whose energy, pefseverence and New England
pluck the road had attained i ts prosperity .and conrnercial inportance.
The genera l  super in tendent ,  Co l .  J .  A .  Woodson,  deserves  nore  than a
pass ing  no t ice .  He was born  to  the  lg rand rnanner " ,  and the  peop le  had
nore  than ord inary  p r ide  in  h is  s te r l ing  qua l i t ies  as  a  gentLernan,  a
c i t i zen  and as  a  ra i l road managcr .  FJ is  rap id  advancenent  f ron  s ta t ion
agent rs  c le rk  in  1873 to  genera l  f re igh t  and passenger  agent  in  1875 to
genera l  super in tendent  in  1878,  r r i thou t  the  a id  o f  in f luent ia l  f r iends ,
but sinply by the standards of neri t ,  presents a picture of deserved
success  tha t  i s  se ldon equa l led .  He was a  genu ine  se l f -nade nan.  The
general supervising rnanagement was in the hands of an executive connit-
tee  loca ted  in  Bos ton  and couposed o f  J .  E .  Redf ie ld ,  E l i sha  Atk ins  and
E,  H.  l l i nches ter .  (Redf ie ld  and .A . tk ins  were  a lso  the  gu id ing  fo rce
beh ind  the  L i t t le  Rock  and For t  Sn i th . )  The pr inc ipa l  owners  o f  the
road we re  Char les  ! { i in ,  o f  San Franc isco ;  E  ,  H .  ! ' ' , r inches ter ;  J .  E ,  Red-
f ie ld ;  and  E l i sha  A tk ins ,  F .  Gordon  Dex te r ,  John  H,  Reed ,  E .  L .  Adans ,
and C,  u r .  Hunt ing ton  a l l  o f  Bos ton ,  Massachuset ts .  These gent lenen were
a l l  cap i ta l i s ts  and ex tens ive  owners  in  o ther  ra i l roads .  There fore ,  i t
was fair ly safe to say that this road would be bui l t ,  ful . ly equipried and
ready  fo r  ac t i ve  bus iness  soon.

In  Ju ly  o f  1880 there  was l0  n i les  o f  roadbed graded nor th  o f  P ine
Blu f f  and ra i l . s  wou ld  be  la id  by  the  f i rs t  o f  lugus t ,  Cont rac tors  Meyer
6  Cass idy  had the  cont rac t  fo r  comple t ing  the  road to  L i t t le  Rock .  In
March  o f  1880 the  road o f f i c ia l l y  changed the  nane o f  i t s  te r rn ina l  on
the  Miss iss ipp i  R iver  f ron  Arkapo l is  to  Arkansas  C i ty .  0n  October  11 ,
1880,  there .  were  four  passenger  coaches and two baggage cars  de l i vered
to  L i t t le  Rock  fo r  the  road,  so  i t  was  fa i r l y  cer ta in  the  l ine  wou ld
soon reach town. The cars were fron the Ohio FalLs Car r{orks at Jeffer-
sonvi l le, Indiana, and were in charge of l . ' l r .  l4i lo Turk, a representative
o f  the  car  works .  0n  th is  very  sane day ,  the  new ra i l s  had been la id
16 mi les  nor th  f ron  P ine  B lu f f  and t ra ins  began runn ing  to  end o f  t rack ,

The gap be tween P ind  B lu f f  and L i t t le  Rock  was c losed on  February
25,  1881.  The even ing  be fore ,  Co l  .  Woddson had announced tha t  the  f ina l
spike would be driven hone and invite<l al l  his fr iends to go i lown and
par t i c ipa te  in  the  fes t i v i t ies .  A t  10  o 'c lock  on  the  norn ing  o f  the
25th ,  the  t ra in ,  in  charge o f  Conductor  H igh tower ,  le f t  the  foo t  o f
Cunberland Etreet loadcd down uith the most proninent ci t izens. funong
then were  Mayor  F le tcher ,  Senator  Thorn ton ,  Senator  l t lh i t t ing ton ,  Co1.
Zeb  lVard ,  Leo  Pa l lock ,  E .  J .  Bu t le r ,  A .  G .  Deshon ,  C ,  T ,  t l a l ke r ,  Rep .
Hare ,  Dave Po1 lock ,  Judge S,  l , / .  l t i l L ia rns ,  Co l .  J .  N .  Srn i thee,  l t l .  P .
Grace,  Fred  Kraner ,  Secre tary  o f  S ta te  Fro l i ch ,  S .  B .  K i rby ,  Geor te  T .
B lack ,  Rep.  Turner ,  Rep.  r . { i11 ianson,  Joe N.  I {a r t in ,  Co1.  I ^1 .  D.  S1ack ,
Char les  Ogden,  Co l  .  J .  W.  Gay ,  Co l .  P .  J .  Benne t t ,  So l  F .  C la rk ,  Wi l l i an
K i r ten ,  C.  E .  S tephens,  J .  N ieneyer ,  L .  Vo lner ,  San O.  Srn i th ,  F red  Han-
ger ,  u l .  H .  l r t r igh t ,  senator  Ha1 l ,  Thad o .  A tk ins ,  Adarn  c la rk ,  senator
McPhet r idge,  l t lax  H i lb ,  Rep.  Mar rs ,  Reverend Hami l ton ,  Senator  Duncan,
J .  J .  She l l ,  l . ' !a  j  o r  Hanes and Fred Roesh.

Af te r  c ross ing  the  1evee,  the  eng ineer  g ree ted  the  s teanboats  w i th
sone gay art istTy on the whistel and then the train thundered out toward
Fourche Bayou and in to  the  woods.  They  reached the  end o f  t rack ,  four
n i les  f ron  town,  a t  11  o 'c lock ,  The rena in ing  gap was one ra i l  long .

At  11 :30  the  t ra in  f ron  P ine  B l .u f f  a r r i ved ,  loaded to  the  ves t ibu l€
wi th  happy  peop le .  The two l i t t le  loconot ives  gree ted  each o ther  w i th
jubi lant screams of del ight and oLd Fourche Mountain took up the glad
sound and hurled i t  to the skies. The two crowds pressed forward",
eager ly  c lasp ing  each o ther rs  ou ts t re tched hands.

Foreman Ryan go t  the  ra i l s  in  p lace  and the  s i l ver  p ld ted  sp ikes
were  pu t  in  pos i t ion .  The f i rs t  b low was s t ruck  by  Pres ident  Redf ie ld ,
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who was succeeded by Superintendent l t loodson and nany others. ! ' . l i th blows
f rom the  mau ls ,  the  s i l ver  sp ikes  were  dr iven  hone and a  gL i t te r ing  l iner rom Ene  mau ls ,  t ne  s l l ve r  sp lKes  v reTe  c r r ven  none  ano  a  g l l t ce r1ng  l l ne
of steel  connected Li t t le Rock and the southeast.  Judse Frank Si lvernanocK and tne soutneast.  Judge tsranK S]. IveTn

express ing  the  sen t imen ts  o f  a l l -  t hose  p re -nade a  very  p re t ty  speech,  express ing  the  sent iments  o f  a l l -  those pre-
sent ,  when he  expressed h is  joy  a t  the  connect ing  o f  P ine  B lu f f  w i th  the
c iv i l i za t ion  o f  the  wor ld .  nak ins  the i r  f r iends  in  the  caDi ta l  c i t yc iv i l i za t ion  o f  the  wor ld ,  nak ing  the i r  f r iends  in  the  cap i taL  c i tyc1v r . J - l za f ] . on  o r  Ene  woT lo ,  maK lng  Ine l . r  r r l encs  1n  Ene  cap l fa l  c ] - r y
nea re r  and  dea re r .  Judge  S .  i ' i .  W i l l i ans  u rged  l i be ra l  ra i l r oad  l eg i s -neareT and dearer .  Judge 5 .  ' - { .  t r . r r l l l ans  urged l1bera l  ra l l road leg ls -
la t ion ,  po in t ing  to  the  Va l ley  Route  as  ev idence o f  what  i t  cou ld  b r ing .

Pres ident  Redf ie ld  was ca l led  uoon-  and in  a  few weL l -chosen words ,Pre s ident f ie ld  was ca l led  upon,  and in  a  few we l l -chosen words
sa id  he  had cone here  s ix  years  be fore  as  an  agent  o f  the  bondho lders ,
and he  had spoken by  h is  works  ins tead o f  words .  A t  h is  inv i ta t ion  to
"wet i t  down", there was a din of popping chanpagne corks.

A c i t i zen  o f  P ine  B lu f f  fe l t  a  poet ic  u rge  cone ov . : r  h i rn ,  and the
resu l t .  was .  the  fo l low ing  gcn:

Here  is  the  road tha t  Redf ie ld  bu i l t .

Here
That

He re'Who 
drove the  sp ike ,

That  io ins  the  road

is  the  sp ike ,  s i l vered  br igh t ,
jo ins  the  road tha t  Redf ieLd bu i1 t .

a re  the  men,  no t ye t  t i gh t ,ye t  t  lgn t  ,
s i l ve red  b r igh t ,
ha t  Redf ie ld  bu i l t .tha t  Redf ie ld  bu

Here  is  the  w ine ,  spark l ing  1 igh t ,
To  f i l L  the  nen ,  no t  ye t  t i gh t ,
r , t rho  drove the  sp ike ,  s i l vered  br igh t ,
That  jo ins  the  road tha t  Redf ie ld  bu i l t .

Here  i s  the  Rock"  w i th  i t s  e l i te ,
To  dr ink  the  w ine ,  spark l ing  l igh t ,
To  f i l l  t he  men,  no t  ye t  t i gh t ,
Idrho drove the. spike , s i  lvercd bright ,
That  jo ins  the  road tha t  Redf ie ld  bu i l t .

Here  is  the  B lu f f ,  in  rue fu l  o l igh t ,
To  he lp  the  Rock ,  w i th  i t s  e l i te ,
To  dr ink  the  w inc ,  spark l ing  l igh t ,
To  f i l l  the  nen,  no t  ye t  t igh t ,
Who drove the  sp ike ,  s i l vered  br igh t ,
That  jo ins  the  road tha t  Redf ie ld  bu i l t .

Here  is  c iv i l i za t ion ,  i l l u rn in ing  n igh t ,
To  teach the  B lu f f ,  in  rue fu l l  p l igh t ,
To  he lp  the  Rock ,  w i th  i t s  e l i te ,
To  dr ink  the  w ine ,  spark l ing  l igh t ,
To  f i l l  t he  nen ,  no t  ye t  t i gh t ,
t r {ho  drove the  sp ike ,  s i l vered  br igh t ,
That  jo ins  the  road tha t  Redf ie l .d  bu i l t .

Here  is  the  l " layor ,  o f  g rea t  he igh t ,
To  we lcone c iv i l i za t ion ,  i l l u rn in ing  n igh t ,
To  teach the  Bt ru f f ,  in  rue fu l  p l igh t ,
To  he lp  the  Rock ,  w i th  i t s  e l i te "
To dr ink  the  w ine ,  spark l ing  1 igh t ,
To  f i l l  the  men,  no t  ye t  t igh t ,
Who drove the  sp ike ,  s i l vered  br igh t ,
That  io ins  the  road tha t  Redf ie ld  bu i l - t ,
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The L i t t le  Rock ;  l { i ss iss inp i  R iver  G Texas ,  be t te r  known as  the
.A- rkansas  Va l ley  Route ,  occup ied  fo r  o f f i ces  a  su i te  o f  roons  in  the
l re tTopoL i tan  B1ock ,  a t  the  corner  o f  l4arkhan and l . {a in  s t ree ts  in  L i t t le
Rock ,  In  the  f ron t  roon was Co l  .  J ,  A .  t ^ loodson,  genera l  super in tendent ,
and h is  ch ie f  c le rk ,  l { r .  Geofge
of  Tra in  D ispatcher  E ,  D.  S i l l ,  a  very  popu la : r  young nan.  l , ! r .  J .  R .

It

a
.  . ,11Lis. The next roorn was the off ice

I ioneycutt uas the night operator. The third off ice r4as that of a hand-
sone  young  b londe ,  ld r "  H .  G.  A l l i s ,  aud i to r ,  and  h is  ass is tan ts  S .  B .
lm i th ,  F .  B ;  BabneL .A .  V ,  S ta f fo rd ,  and E.  B .  B loon,  The roadmaster ,
l l r .  S .  A .  Ca l lanen,  and h is  c le rk ,  l4 r .  Char les  L1oyd,  occup ied  the  nex t
roon,  wh i le  the  gen ia l  ,  o1d re l iab le  genera l  f re igh t  agent ,  E .  F .  Out la r+
had the  las t  roon,  The c i ty  agent  r4 las  Capt  .  San.  0 .  Sn i th ,  r ^ rhose o f  f  i ce
was in  the  Dodge t1  i {eade B1ock ,  near ly  oppos i te . the  Cap i to l  Hote l .

In the falL of 1883 there apoeared a runor that the Vall-ey Route
and the  L i t t le  Rock  6  For t  Sn i th  were  conternDla t ins  a  conso l ida t ion .  A
gentlernan by the narre of Bennett vr i th the Fort Snith road released a
not ice  tha t  the  s tockho lders  o f  the  conpan ies  had aqreed.  upon one super -
intendent f  or both roads r.rho would be l4r. I ' lenry tJoods , There '"ras also
ta lk  about  jo in ing  the  two roads  phys ic4 l l y  by  cons t ruc t ing  a  b r idge
across  the  Arkansas  a t  L i t t l -e  Rock .

Dur ing  the  sumner  and fa l l  season o f  1883,  bus iness  on  the
R,Dute increased renarkab ly .

Va11-ey

The Lit t l -e Rock Junction Railroad Comrrany vras forned as an indepen-
dent  conpany to  cons t r r :c t  a  b r idge ac foss  the  Arkansas  R iver ,  thus  jo in -
ing  the  Va l ley  Rcute  and the  F t .  Sn i th  road.  I t  was  bu i l t  a t  the  foo t
o f  Corunerce  s tTeet  in  L i t t le  Rock .

In- January of 1884, the Valley Route r^r4s inundated by f lood vlaters
o f  the  l4 iss iss ipp i  R iver ,  b r ing ing  a l l  t ra f f i c  to  a  ha1t .  T ra ins  r , re re
runn ing  aga in  by  la te  in  March .

In  January  1884,  the  L i t t le  Rock ,  l4 iss iss iop i  R iver  G Texas ,  in
con junc t ion  rv i th  the  For t  Sn i th  road,  es tab l i shed an  inva l id -  fund fo r
the  benef i t  o f  i t s  enp loyees .  Fron  the  wages o f  every  enp loyee,  50
cents r]ras vri thheld each rnonth. This enti t l -ed sick or iniured r.rorkers
to  f ree  ned- ic ine  and ned ica l  a t ten t ion  a t  hone,  o r  in  hosp i ta ls  p rov ided
by  the  conpan ies ,  Th is  was the  fo rerunner  o f  the  present  l { i ssour i
Pac i f i c  l losp i ta l  a t  L i t tLe  Rock .

At  the  t i rne  o f  rnerg ing  w i th  the  For t  Sn i th  roac1. ,  E l i sha  Atk ins  had.
been e lec tcd  pres ident .  In  Ju ly  o f  1885,  l , l r .A tk ins  announced tha t  a
reorgan iza t ion  was inev i tab le .  I t  u ras  nos t  inpor tan t  tha t  the  road
should be extended- r+estward to Canden, forrning a junction with the Texas
& St .  Lou is  road ( la te r  becon inq  the  Cot ton  Be l t ) .  The t reasury  v ras
enpty ,  and in te res t  on  i t s  bonds  ra 'a  s  overdue and cou ld .no t .be  pa id .  The
execut ive  comr l i t te  recornrnended 'a  reorgan iza t ion  on  the  fn l low ing  bas is :

1. Organizc two entirely new and 
- 

independent :corporat ions , l -one of
which whould purchase vri th i ts bonds anC stock, to own and hold, the
Pine  B lu f f  d iv is ion ,  ex tend ing  f ron  L i t tLe  Rock  to  Arkansas  C i ty ,  and
the  o ther  corpora t ion  shou ld  purchase and ho ld  the  Ouach i ta  d iv is ion ,
ex tend ing  f ro ln  i t s  in te rsec t ion  w i th  the  fo rner  d iv is ion  a t  Tr ippers
s ta t ion ,  about  7  n i les  west  o f  Arkansas  C i ty ,  to  Texarkana.  The la t te r
corporation should retain the r ight to use and enjoy, in conrnon with the
for rner  corpora t ion ,  the  seven miLes  o f  road f ron  Tr ippe 's  s ta t ion  to
Arkansas  C i ty ,  as  wc l l  as  a l l  te rn ina l  fac i l i t i es  there .

2 .  The s tock  and bonds o f  the  present  cornDany shou ld  be  ass igned to
the new conpanies and exchanged. for new stock and bonds.

Th is  p roposaL was ne t  w i th  approva l  o f  the  na jo r i t y  o f  s tockho lders
and v ras  be ing  fo rnu la ted  whcn n is fo r tune took  an  ac t ive  hand in  the
af fa i r .  ' l t r .  Jay  Gou ld ,  the  ra i l road tycoon o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes ,  ap-
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proached l , l r .  l l inchester on the sly and ourchased his large block of
s tock .  l l i th  what  Gou ld  a l roady  ownec l  th is  gave h in  cont io l  o f  the  L i t t l
Rock ,  I " l i ss iss ipp i  R iver  6  Texa-s  ,  as  we l l  as  the  L i t t l .e  Rock  t r  For t
Srn i th .  He then e f fec ted  a  lease o f  the  F t .  Sn i th  road and caused the
Pine  B lu f f  l i ne  to  be  pu t  up  fo r  pub l i c  sa le .

0n  lecenber  15 ,  1886,  the  proper ty  was b id  fo r  by  Jay  Gou ld  fo r  the
anount  o f  $50"000.  Thc  c i rcu i t  cour t  decreeC the  b id  was naCe and
accepted  i11egaI Iy  and.  dec la red  the  sa le  vo id .

Mr ,  Char les  P .  Redrnond,  IUas ter  o f  the  C i rcu i t  Cour t ,  o f  the  Eas tern
Dis t r i c t  o f  Arkansas ,  wou ld  o f fe r  the  proper ty  a t  pub l i c  saLe,  a f te r
f i rs t  g iv ing  no t ice  20  days  prev ious ly ,  by  o lac ing '  adver t i senents  n ine
t ines  in  the  Arkansas  Gazet te ,  the  I ' rew York  Fvcn ing  Pos t  and the  Bos ton
Dai ly  Pos t .  The las t  ad  wou ld  be  p laccd f i ve  days-be fore  the  sa1e.

The da te  o f  January  28 ,  1887,  was se t  fo r  the  sa le .
-  A t  tha t  da te ,  Jay  Goutd  b id  $1 ,800 ,000  fo r  the  p roper ty ,  a t  the
f ron t  door  o f  the  U.  S .  Cour t  House and Post  Of f i ce  i t  L i t t le  Rock ,  He
gave the  cour t  $25"000 in  cash and the  ba lance in  f i rs t  nor tgage bonds.

Thus  the  L i t t le  Rock ,  l t i ss iss ipn i  R iver  G Texas  becanc absorbed
in to  l1T .  Gou ld 's  S t .  Lcu is  ,  I ron  l r , loun ta in  q  Southern ,  and f  ina l l y  thc
l , l i ssour i  Pac i f i c  in  1917.  Even today  i t  i s  known as  the  "Va l ley i '
d i v i s ion .

THE NEXT ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLIIB I{EETING IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, at
2 :00  p .n .  i n  roon  305  o f  the  l r i ssour i  Pac i f i c  Un ion  S ta t ion  a t  L i t t l e
Rock .

The ARK?NSAS R\ILROAD CLUB is a non-profi t  corporation d.edicated to the
fur ther ing  o f  in te res t  in  ra i l roads  -  pas t  p resent  and fu tu re .  .Annua l
dues  are  R.egu lar  (Arkansas  res idcn ts )  $5 .00  and Assoc ia tc  (ou ts ide
Arkansas)  $3 .00 .  Cor respondence shou ld  be  addressed to  P .  O.  Box  5584,
L i t t l e  Rock ,  Ark .  72205


