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dDITGTS r,llST.jiili TitlP

Blame it on the lleather for the
cancelLation of our November
neeting. '.G awol(e to a snora5r
norrlirg and ice coated st:'eets.
Pre si dent lrlaf t"-rr llaltcer made marlr
tefenhone ca]J-s, as xe.Ll as others,
cancelling the m:eting. the proposed
nern' ofticers tor I9T l Hir.t De acr€d
on proDaoly al our Jar:uarXr neering.

#:";:-;iriii#,i*:tiril+

DEriEauill ClnISnlAS PA,RTY

Ae alf of I'ou know by norr, the
annual Christrnas party to be
held at the hore of ''our editor,
tdff take the pli.ce of our regub r
rceting. Again a r€ninder--tr)' tc
be here by 7!00 PM; cost is i i j .75
per person. Dress is optional--
(No tuxe do s plcase). It is impor-
tant that you fill out the forn
rdtich r.;as in t,he Novcmber letter
and Let your committee know how
man;r r.ri11 attend. Ue plan on
having lots of rrgocdiesrr to eat
as lrell as Lots of fun and feflclF
?hfp. The date is Saturda.v nilht,
December 1lth. WiIl try ,,rrd h.,ve'
my driveraay leading to carporL open
i.f any of you want to park in it"
D1ive, Halk, Ely or Lrhatnot but
ptease tl'v. ard cone out for a
Srano everll_ng.

J$i_X_;_,_X_;_J. x++* _;i as

i;y lurpose railf be not to bore any
of ycu about a trip as I knori nany
of  ' r^ ' r  ta .kc lonc tT ins a lL the t ime.
Uannot let it s1-ip bJ'hor,'ever to tel-l
you a few tl-rings about .rour editor
anl r^rife I s trip to sonre of the f ar
rcaches cf these we stern United
States. The highlights to me of the
trin $rere a v-isit to lioover llarn i-n
Nevada (forrncrl;' ca"lb d Borrlder Jan )
Las Vegas (r,rhat a pJa ce J, The Grand
Canyon in rlrizona, a visit to the
Santa l]e I s Bicen:bennial traln r,rhich
r,ras rnai:ing1 a tour of the r,re st. The
train was in Glendale, Arizona lb r
three days.  I t  consis ted t , f  d iesel ,
il^ro exhlbiti-on cars and caboose, all
painted in Re d, Wrlte & Blue. Santa
Fe official-s wer€ ]dry cour',,eous and
a tour cf the trail incl-rrie d a visi-t
to the cab of the dlesel. Iet ne
saf ih..t tle real highlight of t'he
trip r,ras closer to hone; In fact
if. rras at Elint, Texas, grme few
miles from lyle r, Texas and it was
the Whistle Stop Ranch, or,me d bY
Ih". B. B. Garrett, Gercral Fre!- ght
C-lainr fuent for the Cotton Belt at
Tylen. This is trulY a rai-l fanrs
prradise. Included anong- things to-ser: 

at tle tanch are ;lx- SP T\:-in
Unit Diner, I,los. 1027?, 10278 and

!A?7 9 . Al so an Ex- SC tJI-'. fiN RAIII'IAY]
busine ss car (num'er no t avaiJa bIe )
Ex Alnlifui CARS lio s. LBI+C ane B3ef '
Ex COITON B$LT restoreci r+ooden
c:-boose and. the semaPhore that

s':rved the fornPr Cotton EeIt

"t.tiot't 
at Plajl lbaling, Ia'

Thi, s serna-hore is wired for
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lighting at night and is a
real beauty. A] sc on the
front porch of the fanch
house is the forre r S.P.
trAi-n schedule board fron
the formel station at Columbus,

IgT_F_"lgo. sho'"ring the SUNSET,
GOIDEI,I STATE ancl other forner
fast  S. I .  fassenqer t ra ins.
If you get in the area of Ty1*
or Elint dontt fa-il to uisit
the l{histle Stop Ranch. I*b.
Garre tt is a prince of a fe1lor
ard r^re lcomes all rail fans. Oh
ye s eannot let thj. s end l.ri thout
sal-in. r,orne tJring ahout antique
sno]]s. rhet"e al'e hrrndreds of thern

again see friends like rrorr.
;i-)i+r;-rFX-Jeei-;-*-k

A ITT !F THIS AIi]] THAT

_Ha.ve.1n my possessi -on a verX,
lenghtw news article .,h i-ch 'r,r a s
rrn in TIIE ARIZOIJA RIIPUBLI C

lots of S.P. "nd Santa Fe trains
rve st. Lhe former Sp-Sanra !'e

Saw
out

rr BI'l C1.- TltrS AND'filAT-COtrIIL,tUiiD

j-t naterialize. lhe station at
uTand t,an)'on is right down the
hilL from the EL 10V.{R }I0IEL,
famar ' l r r  nnor t  ra r l  k r  l \ "o  r l  ihnrov

It is sure nice to have Al,lTli,{( rS

l. -' i.?-.t .jRrC-+N on a dailv basis
thru Little Rock. i"{e note they
are noir doin" sone adve- ti"sing
too ln the locaL Dapers. l.Ie
need Ai4TIIAK on other routes in
Arl.ansas too i Little ftock-lv1enn rli s
" 1 r  a v : . . 1 n 1 a ?  o r  l :  { . + 1 d  ' i O C k  t O

itilminghan and Atf anta \,'i-a }ienphi. s "'fhere is sone otlp r fast +,r:r'ck in
+ 1 . -  c 1 - . + a .  l . i  h d  r ( r r r f  f -  l ' a v - ' r - - n ^! i -  i  u . r u u ,  r c ^ 4 r ^ d r r a t

Il-ne ,fufl'- St.Ioui s via Jonesboro.
ihe boys sitting in l 'Jashington, D.U.
i-n the oongress are the ones to get
it going. i,/e hope that the futurc
r,ril-f see mot'e than one Al"lT,tAti route
in our state . r.rle can hope can I t
we??'????

Auto riri'rers at E1 Faso, San Antonio
and Austin must be the fastest on
r,rheeIs. Going rhru the se cities
they r,rere fuirring like denons rdth
no ollservance (so it seemed) of the
sreed li-'nit rnd no cons in sifiht.
L 'h is  is  no ref lect ion on our  f lood
rail fan friends in the lone Star
state. oee thing renains certain
though; next time your edltor takes

. i +  i -  - ^ j - -  t o  b e  v i ad  r v r r F  u r - l p

the good old TRAIN. Period.
?'-i-;iJei+-)ii';ei^-

UOI.J G]IATIJLA'IIONS-- CC?TOI{ BEI.T

Tl.ie St. huis Southwe 5leln .itailria;',
(Cclton Lblt rtorrte ) wi-Ll be one
hrr - r . l r .ed veArs o 'c t  i r ,  197f  "  lhe
l-ine started onoratlons as a narroll-
gauge line in 1877. Today lt is one
of the llationr s fastest and nodern
freight carriers. I-ast page of the
news letter carries article r.l|i ich
lras in the tjnets 75th Anniiversary
pocKet nenorandut,r b 'nlt. i ione it rriff
be of i-ntere st, to afl of you. It j-s

reprinte d courte sy of CCr'TOltl ljJlt

Je3--/,({r^-l#l"x-lilE
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Time has yel:l-or^€ d the nafos that record the histor;g of the St. Iouis Southwc stern
Railway Lirres. 'lhe story is woven through ancl through r,rith everpresent financial
difficultie s anct the endless stnrcgle to weLd the variou s segments togetler and
extend the fj-rE through r^ri1d, unse ttiled alaas to trade centers.

the first link in the nr,,:sent modern system serrling the great SoutfFest through
the St. lopis and lpnr,hls ;'atewalrs, ras the 'Sler 'Iao Raifrca d. Coneived in
l-E7f, the narrorFgauge 1lne lras comDleted lron lyl-e r to Big Smdrr l'exasr a
distance ot' 2$ rnles in 1877.

the count4y was in the grip of a great denression at the tj.ne. General U. 5.
t4ant hsd steppe d down anC hltherford B. Haye s had just been inaugurated
president of tte UnitedStates. Onfy a year prior to conple tion of the little
road, Alexander Graharn BelI lBd invented the telenhone and the tlni te d States
had celebrated its 100th birthday as a nation.

Financial difficulties soon overtool'. the road, and a group 01' financiers that
owne d the !it. louis Cot+rn UonFr€ss (i:rr", anv toolt over in 1879 ard reopganized
it as the 'Iexas and St. Iouis Railroad. 'Ihe -l-i-ne was extended to Texarl,.arra,
Tevas to connect r.d th the Iron l"lountain R.riLro ad to shii cof,ton to 5t. Iouis.
As aroLher extendion to Waco, fexas r.ras being completed, Jay GouJ- d, the great
railroad tycoon, Durchased the Iron I'itountain and revoked tte traJfic agreerne nt
to forcetle Teras and St.Louis Line to se1l out or give up of doing a thrcugh
bugircss to [jt. Ioui s. A]- though serLningfy a catastrophe, 1t becare tle deciding
factor thet encou"aged the rrl 'ard wide roadtr to extend its rails north of Texas.

'fle I'exas and5t. lolis Rai-Lroad of Ad{ansas lras incoroorated in 1BB1 to construct
a narrow-gaupe roaC from !'eysliana, Ier{as to ihe Arl( a nsas-I'ii s solrri state l-ine.
The cornn arry consolidated the sanne ]e ar with the Littl-e ltive r Val-ley and Arl(ar sas
Jhilroad, a sna-l-l line operating betlreen New Hadlid, fial-den and Birds Point, ho.,
r^rith the right to construct fron tlirds Point, r,1o 

" 
to t'erarl.ana, 'l'exas. lhe road

through Arkansas lras conpleted in 1883. I' leanw|f iIe, the 1i-ne in Texas had been
i:xtended south making a 72*n17e systern frorn Birds Point, t\io. on the west bank
of the ltlssissipni River opposite Cairo, I11. to Gate svilfe, Texas.

.borganized again in 1886 asthe lit. I,ouis, Arkansas and lexas llailroa d, the
building progran contirnred. By 1888 va?ious branch :l-i-nes r,re re conpleted, tlre
cost of wtrich, couple d Lrith the expense of changing fron narrow to standard
gauge track, forced anothe r reorganization. In 1891 the present !it. louis
Soutlnrestern rlailwry Ld-nes acquired the nftinerties.

ldhen access to the St. rnuis and }iemnhis gatelrarrs was accomDfishedr interchange
with eastern, northern and westem lines placed the 1700-odd-mi1e system on a
firrner basis. The road nloqpered for nany years and improved its prope rtie s

untiL the depression of ihe troubled thirtie s forced bankruptcy upon it. rhe

trustee retuine d the properties to the stockholders J$ lears 1ater. It is

believed to be the first time in American riailro ading that a tnrnk li-re energed
frcrn bankruptcy intact, the irffe stnent of the stnckholders protected and pre served

LOO ner cent.
_;.-;i-;._X-;i-;'ie;, ^ -i!li-. )i li:.-;i-:-ialK-r".

'I'he A-;II\AI{SAS RATLTIO All ULUB is a non-profit organization that lTEets the second
SUnday of each nonth i-n the i{j.ssouri Pacifid Office lfuiIding, 1OOO'riest )+tir St.
North Little Roct( ..lrrk. !'or infornation about the club address ailf.A,ltsAs RA-I IROAD
ULUB, P. 0. tor 5581+, LIr r' lJ rtoch, /l.ltr.. 722].5.
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