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NCVIMBLER MEETING

Blame it on the weather for the
cancellation of our November
meeting. We awoke to a snhowy
morning and ice coated streets.
President Walter Walker made many
telerhone calls, as well as others,
cancelling the mreting. Lhe proposed
new ofticers for 1977 wilL ve acted

on prepaply at our Jamiary meeting,.
oy e e e

DiSUEmpKR CHRISTMAS PARTY

Ag all of you know by now, the
annual Christmas party to be

held at the home of your editor,
will take the place of our regular
meeting. Again a reminder-~try te
be here by 7:00 PM; cost is $3.75
ner person. UDress is optional--
(No tuxedos please). It is impor~
tant that you fill out the form
which wss in the November letter
and let your committee know how
many will z2ttend. We plan on
having lots of "poecdies" to eat

as well as lots of fun and fellow-
ship. The date is Saturday nipht,
vecember 11th. Will try and hove
my driveway leading to carport open
if any of you want to park in it.
Drive, Walk, Fly or whatnot but

please try and come out for 3
grand everning.
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SDETR 'S WuSTAH TRIP

Iy purpese will be not to bore any
of you about a trip as I know many
of you take long trips all the time.
Uannot let it slip by however to tell
vou a few things about wour editor
ard wife's trip to sore of the far
rcaches of these western United
Statese The hipghlights to me of the
trip were a visit to Hoover Dam in
Nevada (formerly calk d Boulder Dam)
Las Vegas (what a place), The Grand
Canyon in Arigona, & visit to the
Santa Ee's Bicentennial train which
was maiiing a tour of the west. The
train was in Glendale, Arizona fr
three days. 41t consisted of diesel,
two exhibition cars and caboose, all
painted in Red, White & Blue. OSanta
Fe officials were vdry courteous and
a tour of the train included a visit
to the cab of the diesel. Iet me
say thet the real highlight of the
trip was closer to home; In fact

it was at Flint, Texas, some few
miles from Yyler, Texas and it was
the Whistle Stop Ranch, owned by

Mr. B. Be Garrett, General Freight
Claim Agent for the Cotton Belt at
Tyler. This is truly a rail fan's
paradise. Included among things to
see at tle ranch are Zx-SF Twin

Unit Diner, los. 10277, 10278 and
10279, Also an Ex-SCUTE ZRN RAIRWAY-
buginess car (mumber not available )
Zx AMTRAK CARS Nos. L8LO and 8321,
£x COTION BELT restorsd wooden
czboose and the semaphore that
served the former GCotton Belt
station at Plain lealing, la.

Thie gemaphore is wired foT



WHLISTLE STCF RANCH

lighting at night and is a

raal beauty. Also on the

front porch of the fanch

house is the former S.P,

train schedule hoard from

the former station at Columbus,

New Mexico, showing the SUNSET,

GOLDEN STATE and other former

fast 5.F. passenger trains.

If you get in the area of Tyler

or Flint don't fail to visit

the whistle Stop Ranch., Mr.

Garrett is a prince of a follor

and welcomes all rail fans. Oh

yes cannot let this end without

sayine something about antique

shopse There are hundreds of them

whers ye went it flnMne railroad

"poodie sMee~dust almost nonexistent.

Very digarpointed did not find anie

thing (excert at Whistln Stop) bt

ah=thats amther stary., W are £lad

to be back iy govd 0ld Arkanss and

again see friends like you.
S

A BIT UF THIS AND THAT

Have in my rossession a very
lenghty news article vhich was
run in THE ARTZONA RIPURLIC
of Fhosnix, drizona about former
freat restanrant man, FRED HARVEY
his Hamvey Houses, dining ears on
the SANTA FE and sther information,
It is very interestinge and will try
and ™an at least a part of 4% in the
Jamiary, 1977 news lsttaer,

»

Saw lots of S,P. and Santa Fe trains
out west., ‘he former SP-Santa e
passenper station at Fhoenix, (now
used by AMTRAK) is a spanish type
design and still very i:&eautiful',
although the insglde locks ratier

mmn doym,.  The former Santake
station at Grand Canyron, Arizona,

is now nsed by smwme tour tug limms,
Ihe troeks, inclndine the bumpers at
thes end, are sti11 in rlare ﬂit]'l-"ﬂ!!h
on2 can tall there has been no ngare
of them in long time, Rumor rr_la;it
Frz:m 2 teurist rail line ﬂ?‘ﬂ:’htﬂr.is
J:nterr??tarr‘l in orenine +hs Iinf- ;.n the
Santa R connaction at Wl o ¥

Tis s
h.__‘uld bP’ = i A LAME o I‘].l__-,

seanie ocmeration sh
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A BT COF TUIS AND THAT=COwTInUED

it materialize. 'he station at
urand Vanyon is right down the
hill from the EL 1CVAR HCTEL,
formerly operated by Fred Harvey.

It is sure nice to have AMTRAK'S
INAR-AMMRICAN on a daily basis
thru Iittle Rock. We note they
are new doing some advertising
too 1n the local napers. We
need AMIRAK on other routes in
driansas too; Little Hock=Mermmhis
for example; or Little Rock to
Birmingham and Atlanta via HMemphis.
There is some otle r fast trock in
the state; Fine Biufi-lexarkana,
Pine glufi-St.louis via Jonesboro.
‘Yhe boys sitting in Washington,D.UC.
in the Congress are the cones to get
it going. We hore that the future
will see more than one AMTRAK route
in our state. We can hope can't
WeTTeee

Auto drivers at Bl Faso, San Antonio
and Austin must be the fastest on
wheels. Going ihru these cities
they were driving like demons with
no observance (so it seemed) of the
speed limit and no cops in sight.
This is ne reflection on our pgood
rail fan friends in the Lone Star
state. One thing remains certain
though; next time your editor takes
a long trip it is poinpg to be via
the pood old TRAIN., Period.
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COHGRATULATTIONS-~COTTON 38LT

The St. Louls Southwestern Railway,
(Cotton Belt Houte) wilil be one
hundred vears old in 1977. ‘The

line startsd onarations as a narrow-
pauge line in 1877. Today it ie one
of the Nation's fastest and riodern
freight carriers. last page of the
news letter carries article which
was in the line's 75th Anniversary
pocket memorandum book. Hope it will
be of interest to a1l of you. It is
reprinted courtesy of COLTON BsLT
RCUTIE.

R iy



-3-

THUMBNATL HISTCRY OF CUiON BELI ROUTEHE

Time has yellowed the nages that record the history of the St. Louis Scuthwestern
Railway lines. ‘the story is woven through and through with ever-present financial
difficulties and the endless strugpgle to weld the various segments together and
extend the line through wild, unsettled areas to irade centers.

The first link in the prosent modern system serving the great Soutlwest through
the St. louis and Memrhis rateways, was the Tyler fap Railrsad. Coneived in
1871, the narrow-gauge line was completed from Lyler to Big Sandy, lexas, a
distance ot 215 mies in 1877.

The country was in the grip of a great depression at the time. Ueneral Y, 5,
Urant had stepped down and Rutherford Be Hayes had just been inaugurated
presgident of tle UnitedStates. Only a year prior to completion of the little
road, Alexander Craham Bell had invented the telenhone and the United States
had celeprated its 100th birthday as a nation.

Financial difficulties soon overtook the road, and a group ot financiers that
owned the 5t, “ouls Cotton Uompress Uompany took over in 1879 ami reopganized
it as the Texas and 5t. louis Railrocad. The line was extended to Texarkana,
Tevas to comnect with the Ilron Mountain Railroad to shin cotton to St. Louis.

As another extendion to Waco, Yexas was being completed, Jay Gould, the great
railroad tycoon, purchased the Iron Mountain and revoked tle traffic agreement
to forcetlkr Tavas and St.Llouis line te sell out or give up of doing a through
business to St, Louis, Although semmingly a catastrophe, it became the deciding
factor that encouraged the "vard wide road" to extend its rails north of Texas.

Tre lexas andSt. louis Railroad of Arkansas was incorperated in 1881 to construct
a1 narrow-gauge road from levarhana, [exas to the Arkansas-fiisscouri state line.
‘the comrany consolidated the same year with the ILittle River Valley and Arkansas
Hailroad, a small line operating between New Madmid, ralden and Birds Point, Mo.,
with the right to construct from Birds Foint, Mo. to lexarkana, lexas. +‘he read
through Arkansas was completed in 1883, Heanwhile, the line in Texas had been
extended south making a 725mile system from Birds Point, Mo., on the west bank

of the Mississippi River opposite Cairo, I11. to Gatesville, Texas.

eorganized again in 1886 asthe St. louis, Arkansas and Texas Railroad, the
building program contimued. By 1888 various branch lines were completed, the
cost ot which, coupled with the expense of changing from narrow to standard
gauge track, forced another reorganization. In 1891 the present St., diouis
Southwestern iailway Lines accuired the nroverties,

When accass to the St. ouis and tHemnhis gateways was accomplished, interchange
with eastern, northern and western lines placed the 1700-odd-mile system on a
firmer basis. The road nrospered for many years and improved its properties
until the depression of the troubled thirties forced bankruptcy upon it. The
trustee returned the properties to the stockholders 1% years lter, It is
believed to be the first time in American pailroading thu'b & trunk line emerged
from bankruptcy intact, the investment of the stockholders protected and preserved

1C0 ner cente
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'he ARFANSAS HATLROAD GLUB is a non-profit orgamization that meets the second
Sunday of each 1""xon‘t;h in the Miscouri Facifi# Office Building, 1000 Wecst hth St.

Neorth Little "toc information about the club address AiKANSAS RATIROAD
uLUB, P, O, £O 558 m o ROL,L, ARK, 72215,
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