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SANTA FE DEPOT in Shawnee, Oklahoma as seen in this 1985 photo by Gene Hull. Cene wants to know
vhen it was built and what it is used for now? Why was the "castle" design chosen? write to him at: Gene Hull,
J507 East Washington #31, North Little Rock AR 72114 or call him at 501-945-7386.

The Eastern Oklahoma Railroad was chartered 24 July 1899 and built 184 miles of track south from
Ncwkirk, Indian Territory (near the Kansas border), though Shawnee to Pauls Valley on the nonh-south Santa Fc
main line. It was builf to tap the farm business east of the main line. The Santa Fe furnished the norey for the
construction and held a mortgage on the EO. Service began I July 1903, at which time the road was leased to thc
Sanra Fe for 25 years. It then became part of the Santa Fe system. (Gene Hull story and phoro)
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with a fatal injury when a car hit the coach at a crosslng ln

.lLrnction City, Arkansas the day before'

A Rock Island boxcar taken at Ruston' Louisiana' August 16' 1949 jn conn€ctron
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1999 OFFICERSi POSITIONS OF TIIE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB

PRESIDENT - Leondd L. Thalnueller,2l Hdover Dr, Litlle Rock AR 72209-2159 (501-562-82311
VICE-PR€SIDENT - John Hodkin, Jr., 506 Gordon St, N Little Rock AR 721l'7 (501-945-2128)
TREASURER - Walter B. Walker, 8423 Linda Ln, Little Rock AR 7222'/-5983 (501-225-0826\
SECRETARY - Carole Sue Schafer, 103 Thayer St, Little Rock AR 7220s-5951 (501-371-0034)
EDITOR - Ken Ziegenbein, I 023 Claycut Cir, N Little Rock AR 72 I t 6-3 72 8 (50 1-?5 8- I 340)
N&UlqlBEgIgB -_Jim Bennett, 1002 South Leslie Si, Srultgart AR 72i60 (870)-673-67s3)
!!Q.IQ!IB4BIEB - John C. Jones, 117 Cottonwood, Sherwood AR 72120-401I (s0l-8ls-3729)
TRIP ADVERTISING - David P. Hoge, 3721 ldlewi ld,  N Li t t le Rock AR ?21l6 (501-771-1025)
BOARD '99 - Stanley Wozencraft, 108 N Palrn, Little Rock AR 72205 (501-664-3301)
BOARD '00 -  Gene Hul l ,  3507 E Washington #31, North Li f t le Rock AR 72114-6455 (50 t-945-7386)
Bq!BL!_L - Tom Shook, l7l6 Alberta Dr. Little Rock AR 72227-3902 (501-225-89s5)
Eq!RL!? - Bill Bailey, 8318 Reynere Dr, Little Rock AR 72227-3914 (501,224-6828)
EI} LII - Robin Thomas, 10980 Rivercrest Dr #26, Liltle Rock AR 72212- I412

Thc ncxt nleeting of the Arkansas Railroad Club wil l  be on SUNDAY .FEBRUARY 14 , 2 p.m. ar our usual
mccting place, the Mercanti le Bank on Main Street in North Litt le Rock, r ight across the Arkansas River from Lirr le
Rock. The February program will be given by PETER SMYKLA, JR and will be his various rail slidcs he took iD
1998. Rcfreshments wil l  be sewed as usual and the public is invited. There wil l  also be Board of Dircctors Mccting
start ing around 1 p.m.

l-ooking ahead to Marrch, Gene Hull is to give a program on the Calloping Goose and other narrow gaugc trcats ol '
CobrirLdo and New Mexico.

OUR SYMPATHIES go to LEONARD SHERMAN, who lost his wife December 27.

MEMBER NEWS - Tammy Hodkin and her daughter Brandy recently went to Miami Florida to participatc in thc
Orange Bowl Palade along with others from North Little Rock High School. Sounds like they had a! cxccllcDt time
(look at al l  thc snow and ice they missed in Arkansasl)

NEW F,{X NUMBER - The Arkansas Railroad Club now has a new fax number. I've decided to get a dedicated
liDe for the fix machine, so now when you send a fax, you'll get a fax signal instead of having to wait for the answerirg
machine. The new number isr 501-758-4301. This would be a great way of sending news items.

2000 CALENDAR PHOTOS WANTED - We are now accepting Arkansas railroad-related photographs for our
),ear 2(X)0 calendar. They can be color or black and white, 3 %" x 5'or larger. Only photos accepted - i fyou havc
slidcs, please have a print made and then send us the print. Photos can be of any era, past or prescnt. Please send to
our address: Arkansas Railroad Club, PO Box 9151, North Little Rock AR 72119. Please have the pictures in bv
April 15. Thanks.

CLUB ACTIVITIES 1998 - Here are some ofthe activities we did as a group in 1998: Visited the Walden Too
Railroad of Ron Esserman in May; had a profitable Show & Sale in June, run by Walter Walker and Bill Pollard;
visited Peter Smykla's Paperton Junction Southern RR in September and had an excu$ion; had an excursion on the
Arkansas & Missouri Railroad from Van Buren to Winslow in November; reached the break even point in the sale of
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the book 'Railroad Stations and Trains Through Arkansas and the Southwest" by Cene Hull and Tom Shook; sigred
n contract lo republish Gene Hull's book "Shortline Railroads of Arkansas); published 12 monthly issues of the
Arkansas Railroader" newsletter; had many excellent monthly programs, signed up by John Hodkin; acquired Echol

Ilille s collection of train orde$: rented office space for storage ofmany archived items acquired owned by the
Arkansas Railroad Club; had the annual Christmas party; enhanced our Web Internet sifc
(htlp:/,'www.trainweather.com) , which now has many "hits" per month.

1999 NRHS EXCURSIONS PLANNED - Here are the planned train excursions for the 1999 NRHS convcntion in
Silcfrnrenk). Calilbrnia, Julrc 2l-26r Tuesday, June 22 - Special Amtrak train over BNSF Sacramento-Stockton-
Richnrond utilizing former Western Pacific tracks and BNSF track via scenic Franklin Canyon to Richmond.
Wedncsday, Junc 23 - UP steam trip behind #844 from Sacramento to Tehama and retu.n via Marysville and Chico.
'fhursday, June 24 - Amtrak special Sacramento-Oakland via Martinez, ferry to San Franciscowith time forcablc
cnf [ides, rctum hy former Western Pacific through Altamont Pass and Niles Canyon. Friday, JuDe 25 - AII dr!,
scnin rs on rai lroading and t ime to visit  the California State Railroad Museum, Saturday, June 26 - UP stcrm tr ip
S:rcrlntcrrto-Kccldie r ld return via thc Fcather River Canyon behind #3985. Trips on thc Yolo Shon Line (formcr
Sircfrnrcrrlo Noflhefn) are also pl i lnncd as well as the already-announced Mccloud River Railroad tr ip'fuesdny.
. luic 22 using slcirm cngincs I{ l  and 25.

Con\ention registrantswil l  havc f irst cal lon reservations. Detai ls from NRHS/R&LHS Co vention, PO l lox l l2l l9,
Sirn Josc (-A()5155-8289. (NRHS News onlirc)

I l l iGAflDf NC JANUARY'S COVER showi g Rock lshnd's slreamlined TwiD Cit iL's Rockct , Mikc Ad ms wfote
rJn . l i trui lry Tfhlt hc rodc this tr ir in from Des Moincs, Iow{ to KansN City and return in lhe surnmcr of 1940. Quoli ' rg
Mikc: I  wus it  Scrgcant in the regular army stationed at Fort Des Moincs and was sent on governmcnt busincss l i-(nn
th(jrc ro the Arnry-Nary General Flospital at Hot Springs. I was routed by the Quartermaster via Rock Island k)
Krns;rs City xnd Missouri Pacific to Hot Springs and back.

"l\4y first rrip on I lightweight streamlined train, but about all I can remember is that it was a good confortrl)lc tr-ip.
I \\irs cscortirg r bi|dly injurcd cavalry troopcr to ANGH and was pretty busy going down but rehxcd coming back.
' l  hc MoP ptrr of thc tr ip was vi ir the KC Coffeln/i l le Virn Buren -Litt le Rock-Hot Springs selup aod wrs Pullnrirn
lf(nn KC to l lot Springs and brck to KC.

' 'This wxs ir b g t inle ago and t have ridden quite a fcw milcs since but have always rcnlcmbercd this onc."

l\4lKti ADAM'S STORY in the December 1998 Raihoader ̂bolt call-boys on thc railroads sprrkcd Bill Bailey ftl
sc d ;I  this phok)copy of a Canadian National 1928 postcard, which showed that cal l  boys, iD addit ion to cal l ing tr ir ir ]
cri l$s. rLo dcl ivcrcd mil i l  iD the rai lyard. Thanks Bil l .
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS - EDWARD L BUBNIAK (2/01); GEoRGE H CLIPPERT (2/02); GEORGE D
BI]I-I- (2/03); WILLIAM A TREADWAY xl (2/07); FRANK A BROOKS, JR (2/07); ALVIN 'BooMER"
SIMPKINS (2/08); WILLIAM H ELDRIDGE (2/10); PAUL E oTTENS (2/10); RoBERT C OSWAID (2/12)i
CI.oRIA J GoSS (2/15); GARY MCCULLAH (2/17); FAY JEAN ROYCE (2/21); CARL w LANCASTER (2i27).

'lhc 
lbllowmg is lbr thosc $4D w^nt to find

ccrLain I  a i l  oad-rc la lcd i tcnrs,  in lornrat ion,
or  $arL to sc l l  or  t radc nrch i tcms wi th
other  ra i l fans We reseNe the r ight  to  refuse
l is t I rgs i f  deenred inappropr ia lc .  Thc
Arkarsrs Rr i l road Cl  b is  nol  rcsponsib lc

I rOR LEASII  Alco Locomol ives o l  lhe
Aikansrs C,  Missouf i  l ta i lond.  l fyou 'd l ike
lo rcnl  ore or  nrofe,  contnc l  the Afkansas &
NII$oLr f i  I ta i l road.  i06 El ls l  l i r ) r l ra  Avc.
snr i r ls( ia lc  AI t  717ar4.  501-751-8600 o l
101)  6 i i7-8000,  cnuLl :  ! r l i rnoinarJra 1 lc l .

WAN I  I l )  lho Srcanr  I )epl ' lnrcnr  o l - thc
I l l i ro is  l ta i lwr l -  MuscLr pfcssLr fc lcs!cd thc
l io ic f  or l  ( jNA r i2a)  Ln cr  y  Dcocmbcr to
scc i l  lhc ocrnnolr !c  crJ l  bc febr i l l .  lhc
loerr r rn i ! .  nccds a l l  i ls  cr lc . ior  woodlork
re l [ r ! ! l  as r r rch o l  1hc woodBork is
f r iss i rg.  lhc)  nccd i r )J i )  r l l l ion o lhe crb
uoor[vor l .  t l rc  cab rv in lows,  cr l )  dooN xnd
Nny drNwj | lgs,  p c lufcs of  d i rgr : rms o l  th is
oconrnivc lhcy r rc  wi l l i r rs  to  puy cosrs o1 '
fc t ro l luc l ion.  l fyo can hclp,  conlac l  J iDr
(hri linri- al]1]r!q\(41!llluileD. or wf itc
ro Slcrnr  l )cprr tncnl ,  l l l ino is  Ccnlr r l
\4Lrscrm. 1 ' t )  Ro\  417,  Urr ion IL 60180.

W,\Nl  l lD Wi l l  purchrsc o.  t f tdc t ra i r
o c fs  i io in vdbus Lai l roads -  wo dwide -

rf d c|nf loyco tiIuctablcs. Dr. Edward Metz.
I 'o  I lo l i  521,  CfawJardNE 69i19.301 665
l5.1rr.

WANTDD -  Heb festof ing Boston &
Mainc stcanr  engine #371i ,  a  4-6-2 YoLr
caD help b l r  order ing ' lhe 37l l  Boston &
Maine" theme sollg crsscltc lbr $9.95
postpa'd Scnd checks loi l-ocomotive
Rcslorattun l:lnd, Lackawanna & Wyoming
Val ley Rxi lwry I l is lor ica l  Society.  I 'O Box
i452,  Scranlon PA 18505 0452.

IORSAI, I I  l 'UL. l -MAN CII lNA.  I in l i tcd
edilion rcproductrcn oi thc lndian 

-lrce

l 'n t ler r r ,  nade by lhc or is inr l  nranulac l l  e f ,
Syr.lcLrsc Clhrnl Cost li)r 5-piccc basic place
scl l iDg $79i  l l l l  0hcc sct t ing.  which
lnc ludcs lhc t ras ic  p[ rs  bfcr l i l : rs t  and bfcad
& bul tcr  p l r lcs Sl09l  co l lec nnrC i l ;8 .95.
Postagc is  $18 l i r r  lhc l l |s t  p lacc sel t i rg .
S l0 lbr  cach addi l i ( )u lsc l t r ru. l )o(  gecosl
pcf  lnug 56.50.  Ofdcr  l ion)  wrshingt(n I )C
(  hrp lc f  Nl t l lS -  hr l l  lL | r  Chinr ,  c /o l lenry
l l i c l s t c i n .  l 3 : 1 2 5  l { c i d  C i r c l e ,  1 : t
Wrshinglor  Ml)  20744'6522.

W,{NI l lD '  S l . rndr fd sauge hand cnf .
Advrsc pr ice.  condi t ior  xnd locat ion.  Pclcr
Snryk la.  PO l lox 1892.  Pinc Blu l l  AR
7 1 6 1 3  o r  c a l l  8 7 0 - 5 3 5  4 7 2 4 .

I iORSALI Amrrak 's  1999 wal l -hangiDg
c.r lcndar wi lh  r  walcrcoktr  01- thc I , i r t
Edela ;^ Fotr Worth on lhc liont Pricc is
$6 lbr  onc.  $10 lof  t !vo,  $ l , l  lor  lhrco and
down to $2 25 i l  you buy 26 or  nx ' rc  Makc

checks 1o Amtmk and mai l  ordcN ro
Amtrak CaleDdr. IJO l lo\  7717. lLrscr l l .
6 0 t 1 1

FOlt  SALE '  Thc Arkansas Rrr lmad
Ciob's hardbound, l lhagc bool ca lcd
Rdilt?dd ,\kttnrs did ntrt! tltr)1|ll
Arkontu\ dnd thc Sotthr.!1 is r.Nl! li,r
mai l rng.  11 r las wf  1(en by Cl iJ ion l lLr l  Nl lh
hclp { iom' l ' (nn Shook.  )b |g o(hcr  c luh
nrcrrbcrs Kevin l ,u l )a l !  o l  Wl I lc  l t ivcf
Prodoct idrs d id thc r ( r th ic  dcs iSI  rL l1 l
. r |1work.  YorLcl  ofdcr  i ionr  Wh lc  l {  lcr
l r f t )ducl io .s .246l l  Ar)chor  A!c.  I l !c i \ l  n
M O  6 i 1 6 l l  C o s l  i s  l ; l e ( ) 5  p l L r s  g l 5 0
posLagc rn( l  h l rd l i Is  ( l ( , l . |L  o j  $ i1t5 I
you rc  hxv ing i l  r ra i led)  \ .4usrcr(  l | r l  o f
Visa acccplcd.  You cur  cr l l  Wh lc  I t ivc l
l ) loducl i (nrs I  lJ  |  6-61)  5 -1- l  l l  l .

FOl t  sAl , l i  -  .h i rcs l t  l r l  is  |c \ \  bool
th!  l . t r t i . t  xr t  < l  1 / i r , rn/ \  /n / i / rL , l l  |  ) i \
i76 tago0lo lhbound l rool i  l rs80 h l l r ! l t t | | ( l
{h i rc  i l lust rat lons nd covefs thc l .ou is i l I
& Afkdrs l rs  I l r i lway l lon)  rs  bei i rn i lA 1o
lhc nrodcn ofr .  YOLI CAN NOW ol t l ) l i l {
D l R l l c f l , Y  l : R o M  M I {  l r A l l i  l l c l l f ! c n
aulogruph i t  la f loLr  Q)s l  dLfccr l )  l i . . rh i r |
is  only  $34 f l is  adl rcss is :  .hnr .s  I t  I  l | .
280,1 Nor l l ]wood l td .  ALrst I r ,  lX 7S11) l
1 6 1 0 .  C x l l  5 1 2  4 5 1  6 1 9 , 1  o r 5 l l - . 1 7 1  1 6 3 { )
J:mes |a i r  is  arn l  hrs b|cn an Arkdr \ r \
Ilailroad Clutr nrcnrbcf li)r l-eafs

RAILROAD ABANDONMENT PROPOSALS

-l 
hc addfess of the Surlaoe l'mDsportation Iloard is: Office of the Seoretary. Case Control tjrrit, 1925 K Srrcct. W.]shinglon

DC 20121. The STB phoDe number lor abandoDment procedures (Off ice olPubl ic Services) is;  202-565 l592. l f tou co|tacl
the|n. i l  would be haidy to l tsc thc Dockct Nunbers. theirWeb address is:  ht tp: / /www.stb.dot.gov i fyou'd l ike the conrplctc
l is l ings.

ARKANSAS RAIL]]OADER - LiIIIe RocK ChaDIeI NRIIS
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'l'hese abandonment proposals have been printed in the Federal Regisler or have come directly from the Surface
Transpo(ation Board. They will go in effect unless one of the fo llowing occurs: I ) an offer of financial assistance is received;
2) a request for public use ofthe land is received (for instance, rails-to-fiails); 3) petitions 10 reopen the case is filed.
Railroads, before they can file these "notices ofexemption under CFR I152 Subpart F," must certify that l) no local traffic
has moved over the line for at least 2 years; 2) any overhead tralTic can be routed over other lines: 3) no formal complaint
llled by a uscr is pending and; 4) environmental reports, historic reports, transmittal letter, newspaper publication, and notice
to govemffeDtal agencies have been met. Even though approval is granted for the railroads to abandon, it may be months or
years before track is actually taken up.

OHIO - CINCINNATI SOUTHERN RAILWAY - To abandon a |.2 mile line between Stations 722+19 and Slations
7l+l I  I  in Cincinrati ,  Ohio. Effective January 21, 1999. (STB Docket No. AB-290, Sub No. l8?X, decided
Dccenbcr 15, served December22, 1998)

l l l  lN NISOTA - SOO LINE - ' fo abandon about l . l8 milcs of lhe West Duluth Line betweeD m.p. 464.25 and 'n.p. 465.43
ir Wcst Duluth, Minnesota. Effective January 23, 1999. (STB Dock€t No. AB-57, Sub No. 44X, decidcd Deccnber
17. servcd Dccenber 24, 1998)

K NSAS - KANSAS SOUTHWESTf,RN RAILWAY LLC - To abandon 64,27 miles of l ine in thc lukn Branch belrvcen
n.p. 609.97 at Olcott amd m.p. 630.13 at luka, and a ponion ofthe Stafford Branch betwcen m.p. 610.0 al Olcotl
aud m.p. 654.I I  at lLadium, Kansas. Effective January 2?. 1999. (S'fB Docket No. AB-437, Sub No. 2X. dcci lcd
I)cccDrbcr 14. served December2S, 1998)

IOWA - TJN ION PACIFIC - l  o abandon 25.25 milcs of l ine known as thc Royal Brancb U om m.p. 477.l0 near l-aurcns lo
thc eDd oflhc l inc at m.p. 502.35 near Royal, lowa. Stations included are Rossie and Royal. Final decision by March
29. 1999. (sl B Dockel No. AB-33, Sub No. 130X, decided December 2I, served Decemb€r 29, 1998)

TEXAS - UNION PACIFIC -'lb poss;bly abandon the Iine betw€en 136.47 near South St. Marys Streel lo the end ol lhe
lille al tn.p. lJ8.6J near Durango Street in San Antonio, Texas, a distance of2.l6 miles. This is on the Austirl
Srbdi! ision nDd kDown as the "Old MKT Main Li,re." The Tcxas State Historical Commission has identi l icd l lr idgc
No. 137.5 (slccl girder onderpass, Nogalitos Streel, San Antonio) as eliSible for listing in the National Rcgistcr ol'
I  I istorio Placcs). Comrrient du€ date January 25, 1999, date available to public December 23, I998. (STB Dockct
No. Al]-31. Sub No. 128X, served December 23, 1996)

wls(lONSlN - FOX VALLEY & WESTf,RN LTD. - To abatdon u 10.7 mile l ine known as the MaDawa-Scandinavia
l. ine fron n.p. 50.1 near Manawa to the end ofl ine at m.p. 61.0 in Scandinavia, Wisconsin. Includcd is lhe slal ion
ol scar)dinavia. Final dccision by March 10, 1999. (STB DocketNo. AB-402, SubNo.6X, dccided Decc|nbcr'21,
scNcd Dcocrnber 30.1998)

Tl:XAs - UNION PACIFIC - To abandon the Brownsvil lc Branch lrom nl.p. ]97.90 Dear Naranjo l{oad lo m.p 205.04
ncar lrast Vrn Burcn Street, a distance of ?.14 milcs, in Brownsvil le, Texas. Final decision by Apri l  2. 1999 (S l 'B
l)ockcl No. AB-13, Sub No. | 3 | X, decided Deccmber 18, sefled December 31, 1998)

IN I DANA - CSX - l  o abandon 0.3 5 miles of l ine between m.p. LQ- 1 89.65 and m.p LQ- 190 00 ir Cloverdale, Indiana.
llllectivc Fcbruary 14, 1999. (STB Docket No. AB-55, Sub No 570X, decided January I l, scrved Janrury l5'
1999)

CHOCTAW DEPOT TO BE PART OF
CLINTON LIARARY

(Lt|le Rack) - Thc fom.er Rock lsland
Choclaw Depot at l0l0 East I'd Street in
east Little Rock, now a nightclub and
formerly a Spagheni Warehouse, has been
raken by the city ofLittle Rock to hous€ the
offices of lhe new Clinton Presidenlial

Library. An Absolute Auction, where
everything needs to be sold, was 1o be held
January 21"'. Auction cquipment consisted
of mostly sound, lighting equipment, pool
tables, neon signs, mirrors, barb€r poles,
video games, etc, now being used by the
EdgeNight Club. Nothing listed seemed to
b€ railroad related, exc€pi an old Railway

Express sign. Ilor fulure records. thc
auctioneer was Brad H. Wooley. l-illle
Rock, 501-868'4877. Th€ ad in th€ January
10, 1999 Denocrat-Cazette said
everything was to be sold that day,
regardless of price. (Although some may
question using an old hisiorical depot for
this purpose, at least it appears lo bc

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Chapter NRHS
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until July 3, 1999 to negotiate intefin tlail
use of Kansas Cily Souiherns abandored
line {ioln milepost 4.00 at Hopelo milepost
46.78 at the Arkansas-LouisiaDa bofder
(42.78 miles). KCS has agrecd to continue
negotiating beforc taking up the rails (S7B
Docket No. AB 103 Sub No. I |X, deLidetl
Jdnuory s, 1999)

prcscr!ing the station - there was some talk
o{tearing it down earlier when the land was
acquired for the Clinton Ljbta(y). (Thank

to Naoni llull lar hringing the dd to the
Janudrr l0 nieeling

. I INKS SHOPS NtrWS
(North L tle Rack) John Jones reported

rhat Union Pacific's Jenks Shops in North
l.ittlc Rock ovcrhauled 297 locomotives in

1998 and expectto do 427 in 1999. He also
stated that uP will eDforce a no-smoking
policy on all its lacililies and equipment
b€ginning February L

RAIL/TRAIL USE
(Hope) The Suface Transpotation

Board agreed to sive the Ciry of Hope's
Director ofPafks, Recfeation and 'l ourism

OPII iAI ' ION LI I 'ESAVER FACTS
Ilcre arc some facts about

tui rl,ftllhighway crossing accidents that
shoul! l  hcishten motor is ls '  awareness ofthe
drnscrs ol  l r l ing lo bcal a l rain:

1) You arc 40 r inres more I ikely to die in
r col l is loD wi lh a train lhan in a col l isbl

2) About cvcry 100 minuLcs in thc U.S. a
lrr i .  col l idcs wrlh I  c lr  or pcrson (or a
1,cr1cr \ ! ryolsxyins i l : r i  cI forpcrsor laih
l{)  \ ic ld rhc la$,1! l  r isht ol  $ry).

. l ) ' l l r ins crn l  ke u]r  1.)  1.5 l r l i les to stop.
ln r  lBisL. Union l ' jaci l ic c

.ot i j ,v ing df ivcIt  who nrnowly cscapc
crossins col l isrcns. ln thc "Ncar Hit"
prlrgm]n. crginccrs try lo iot down the caas
l iccnsc plalc rumbcr,  phone i1 in 1o UP
I)ol icc. \ !ho nr LLrrn rrxi ls the car 's owner a
crcf c lr ing 1hc close cal l  and ufgirg

Sfcrr.r cuc in lhc lirtufc.

()KLAIIOMA TO I]UY 1'RACK
Thc Transportation Commission of

okhhorra set asidc $2.6 n] i l l ion to buy
BNSF tracks from Guthric to Fairmont.
l.lLycsred parlies will hrvc two years to
.srablish an exculsion lritin on the route,
oLh.rwise dre state wi l l  scl lback the l ine to
BNSf. Oklahonra o'vns 860 miles oftmck,
much of il boughl in lhe early 1980s whcn
drc Rock Island went bankrupt. The 860
miles is 22 perceDt of all tracks in
Oklahomr. Thc state makes $3.5 million a
yeal leasing then tacks. (fulsa Worl.l,

CI,THRIE DEPOI'SAVED?
(Gtuhrie Oklahand) - The old Rock

lsland depot in Cuthf ie (110 S Divjs ion)
was to be razed in JaDUary for a n€w Sonic
Drive-ln reslaurant. Ilowcvef. Sonic said
thatthey wi l lNOT trui ld on the si te.  In fact,
Sonic plans to give mon€y to help r€store
the depot. whcn Sonic originally wanted to
build on thcsilc. rcsklcnts starlcd to boyco(
thcir  othcr Culhr ic cslabl ishmcnt and wri lc
letters to prescrvalion cxpcrls. lt paid ofi.
and Sonic norv wi l l  nratch up to 575,000
savc thc dcpot. Dondtions arc bcing
fcccived r1 Save Our Depol I.oundation. PO
Box 1122, Guthr io oK 7304.{.  The depol
was buih in 1900 by the Choctrw,
Oklahoma and Westcm Railroxd. Ealon
treed Co. $as using it in latlcf ycars. It was
vacant sincc 1918. (Daib, Oklahondn,
,lanuary 8, 1999)

UNION PACIFIC MAKTS HAY
(Oklaham.!) -'the Utl btousht 60 cals of

hry to drought'str icken Oklahoma fancrs
in Decenrber. Thcy dclivcrcd il to Durant
and Chickashr. About 170 fhrm€rs
qualified for lhe hay. Ihe operation, with
hcks also brins in hay, was called
"operaiion Haylift." (St. Lauis Potl
Dispatch, Decenber 3)

LAST REDtrVtrLOPMENT?
(Kansas City) At tlre beginning ofthis

century, many of America's large train
stations werebuilt, inchrding Kansas Ciq,'s
Union Station. Now, at the end of the
century, they are being rebuilt. In Oclobcr',
Nelv York dedicatcd a refurbished Grand
Central Terninal after a $200 million
facelift. And in Dcccmber, Kansas Ciry's
$200 million returbished Union Stationwas

scheduled to open. Kansas Clily s c.dcavo'
nray s iSnal lhe end ofwhal  ra i l ro ld sLr l  o f
h is t (n ian. lanet  Greenslc in I 'oncf  tcr . ln \  (hc
' 'go lder  a8e of  rc 'us ing lhcsc bul ld inAs
Union Stat ion is  rounding oul lhc lnsL o l  thc
big slatl(nr rcnovations." Othcr rcdcvelof cd
sl r t ions inchdc St .  l .ou is .  N sh! i l lc .
Washjnglon DC .ud l )h i lddclphi r  lhc
$holc rcnoval io .  r r rovcmcnl  hrs bccn cr  lcd
the 'sccond goldcn agc o l  husc r r i  ford

' lh0 
l j rs t  s t r t ion goldcn agc wrs l l 'on l

I890 1()  1920,  whcn n lost  o l  thc hfgc
slat ions werc bui l t  

' lhc 
sccord pcfro l  w s

f ionr  1980 10 2000 Oi  lhc rcmr in ing
colossl r l  s l r t l ions s l i l l  no l  rcro!a1cd.  nonc
show s igns o l  jo in ing thc Inovcnrcnl .  Ihcy
inc lude:  Bul l i lo .  Dcl ro i r .  Orkhnd.  rnd
Denler. r/ drv6 ( n| S/., I)a(nh.t l0)

Arroftlins 1r u ,c||\ ttlcrlc ltlr Kdlt\d\
Ciry SoutharD thc orttust t.\1 o/ t nrr

fraight car j npcd dlnast Sl0001) hut
1996 to 1997, now cottt C $63,t)6t) ttlth

LEAD DT]MPEI)
(Ctuwlord ( awtf. l\,li\fl,, i1 l hc llNSl

agrccd 1o pay $19 mi l l ion nr . lNmagcs laf
dunrping lead fesidue near a crc.k in
Crawford County, in westem Arkansas A
federal indictmeDt was issucd dgainst a
BNSF employee who $as responsib lc  lbr
concealing laboratory results lhat showed
excessivc lcitd along a raihoad sidi.g neal
Cheffyville, Missouri It was alleged lhal
dumps were made from 1992 through June
1994.  From 1968 to the n] id  l990s,ru i lcxN
that were used in lead mines were cleancd
on thc Cherryville siding. a,lr 1,,;J /,,r/
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Di\pat.h Decanber 12, 199E)

MANY CALLS
tlnion Pacific s National Customcr

Scr\ icc Ccnter in St Louis handled ovcr
500.000 cal ls in Novenber,  mosr being
:tn$rcred in l5 scconds or lcss. /U/ '

HI(;HWAY COLLISIONS DOWN
lhe ljcder,l l{ailroad Ad inislration said

thnt rhe nrLmbcr ol  highwry-Lai l  col l is ions
during rh!.  f i rsr Dinc nonths ol  1998 was
down 9. l ] ' l i  cornpafcd wi lh l9{)7.

wt,:sTt)cHousli ' t o cuT JoBS
lv ! \ r inshousc Ai r  l l rakcs said January 6

rhr l  i l  \ rs  cuLt ing Lrboul  20{)  iobs as i l
eorsol idr tcs l i rc i l i l ies

tJ I  t t t : ( r ) l { l )
/ f , r r \ , r !  (  / / r )  -  l lnrcrr  I ' }uc i l ic  s  Krnstrs

(  1)  l ( r l r i f i r l  sc l  l  nc\ !  recod in t ru in

f r ( i .css i r r r  bv hrrd l ing 100 t r r i | ls  on
l )eccnrhcr  19 Jusl  l$o yeurs ago.  th is
rcrnr i | la l  $LN onl ) ' f rocessi r )B 50 l rarns r
dr !  l : I ion l ' lc i l ic  r lso l r !s  rccc ivod Ihark
Y, i rs  l i , ,n  o l l ic i r ls  i r  Okl  hol ra and
l ( l IsNs I i ) .  hc lp i r rE haul  hay lbr  l i tnners
rn l  tur  L i l )s  i r r l ) ro lcd scr l icc du ' i t l8  thc
gr iL in hrr !cs1 lhc!  gol  I  le l tc f  l iorn t l .S.
Scrr r t . r  Srn)  l l ro \nbt ick l ior r r  K nsrs on
r l r (  r r r |11)vc ' j  scNLcc.

sAI ]O' l  i \ ( ; l l  0N ( ; l i l tMAN l {AILS
Cdlllrn light.r icrs are starding rhc

coLrnlA s r r i l !vNys r l tcr  b lacknrai le |s
rhrcrrcncd rr' sabdtrgc trnin opcrations and
l incs lhe\  are usking $(r  rn i l l rcn in

1 ' T ] C T J M C A I I I  l  E I I  N I  I  N A L  M A Y
c t-ostt

i l t l r t  i tdn N. \ t  I tu \ , ( , /  lJDion Paci l lc
is  $eighms i l  op lors nnd la lk  is  the!  wi l l
c lose lhc i r  l i rcunrcar i  lcr  r in l | l  operatrons
rDd rr(s.e rhen 1o Vnugho. 102 milcs
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southwest. Tucumcari officials say UP js
one of the largest employers in the city.
Many hotels and restaurants were host to
IJP'S train crews over the years, and they
would have to cut back or close. Seventy
iobs would be lost. fDdldr Morning News

UP TO KtrEP TEXAS ASSI'TS
To the dismay 0l somc cus(onrcrs and

rival railroads. the Surface liansportation
aonrd declined to order Unron Pacific to
divcst some ol it s l'cxns Gull Coastasscls
in r  rul ing in lntc Deccmbcr.  Some hrd
wanted a ncutrnl s*ilehing plan set in
I louston and to givc some ol  UP tra€ks to
rival railroads, such as BNSt or KCS.
Iexas Rai l rcad Clommissn,ne. Chnrlcs
[4{(thcws said, ' l l 's . ius( aouzins in this
t ime, whcn wc arc lalk ing aboul
dcreg lation and hrvc dcrcgulated evcry
mdjor induslry ln lhc coLrntry. lhat we sl i l l
havc onc rcgulak)ry body and onl') induslry
who bcl icvc rnonopol ics rrc lhcr ighlway to
go." hc said. "And hcre thc S'l'B gives us
back tJP's ar8unrenl,  and thal  is thal
compcLition is b d and monopolics :lrc
EoorJ." (Dalla! I1,,nns Ncr,\ Dtccnlhu
20, 1998 N .t l)ar Bat)

7R..1/NS a/Nt /ttl ira, TV SHOWS
l:ronr the lntcnrcl .  I  lburd lhe lbl lowing

list oilhc grcdt 7idl,r l./r/rrllc./ shows on
the llistory Channcli I) Anglcs ol Villains.
2) Atchison, Topcka & Santa Fc. 3) Br i l t
for Speed,4) Crand Central  Sht ion,5)
Great Train Disxsters, 6) Oreat 'Irain

Robberies, 7) Manhaltan Calcway - lhe
l)cath ora Lcg€nd, 8) 1oy Truins,9) Power
and Spced - Diesel l'rnins, l0) Presid€nrial
' f rains, l l )  I ta i l 'oad I 'o l icc -  nlom thc
Pinkcftons to rhc Present, l2) Railway
Marvcl ,  I3) Stearr ' l rams. l4) Slokin' lhe
|;e,  I5) - lhe Ame.ican S(r€amliner.  l6)
The Caboose, 17) The Circus Train, l8)
The F,nginecrc, l9) -fhe Loconolive, 20)
' lhc Ncw York Cent i l  -  ihc Waler Lcvel

Rout€, 2l) Th€ Pullrnan Palace Cars, 22)
Trains at war, 23) lians Canadian
Rai lway, 24) Urban Trains,25) wabrsh
Cannonball, and 26) when Oiants Ro,nred
- The Goldcn Agc ofSteam.

FRANK SINAl 'RA LOVI.:D TRAINS
Fronr the l)ec€mber 22. 1998 issuc ol (hc

I'hilu,.1aLphn Ddlr Ne\t canrc tlre story lhat
Frank Sinatra had a l.ionel layour lbrlc{rs
Other celcbritics who likod lraiDs: Iioy
Rogcrs, Ccne Autry, l ommy Dorse!. P0ul
WhilmaD. A rthur God liey. (ly|sI Itosr Lec
and Srl ly. lcssy Rrphacl.

UP'S NAP POI,ICY
Padly slcnnnirg lirlln sonrc Union Prcillc

accidcnts o1 a couple ol  years back possibly
parliallycrused by firtiguc, Unior lhcilic is
l ry in8 out r  nnp pol icy r l  c i8hl  locxlL{ 'ns
involvir)g 1.700 cnrpk)\'ccs. I'rnici|)nnls
fcpo cd hkng n rvcmgc ol :1,1 nnps
during a 7-dny tvo* pctiod \!,j{h rhc
nvenrBc lcD8lh ol  a ntrp 12.5 nr inulcs. l  | . | in
crelvs said lhcy nappcd lvfiile (hcir rrnii
was slopped wai l ing lbr olhcr trr i r r !  lhcy
said rhcy lel t  morc alcrr ,  especi. ' ly ar nighr.
lhe Southc l lcgx,| l  o l  Lhe l l l )  wlr  10
nnplcmcIl l  thc napping pol ic) l i r l ly on
Janualy 15. ( t ihk, i  l 'u i l  Lt t \ l ' t t t

I )EI 'OT I IOU(;TIT
(krkkrl M|t!i!!tppi) l't1J citt ol

Jackson, Mississippi annotrnccd n h:rd
bought thc old l l l inois Crntral  s lalkrr  in
downtown Jackson ti)r $500,000 frorl the
lllinois Cerlral R:|iload on Janurrr 5. Ihc
ci ly wi l l  spend Sl3 nr i l l i (nr renovat ing r t
Mayor Hnrvey Johnson said hc hop.s rhc
nrovc \vill help rejuvenarc tlre cntire old
Mair Srrcer ,.ea of Jackson ard dro old
King Edwrrd l lotel  across thc streer.  fhc
station lvill conlinue scrving Amtraks ( r^
of N cv 0t ean! t\\ icc a day . (tt4s N BC )

ARDMORE STATION RENOVATION
iAtdnltrc. Oklahana) - The city of

A r d n o r e  w i l l  s p e n d  S l . 2  m i l l i o n

renovating its downlown Santa Fe station
for use when Amtrak r€turns in the spring
of 1999. The p.oject will take thr€e yeax.

Thc remodcling will erase thc old -linl

Crow" aspects of the building. which
segregated whites and blacks in the €arly
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3gMl-sleep€r 32014 all derailed on side-
diner 3803llounge 13034-snoker 31530
derailed upright in line. Others stayed on
track, including cars 34024-35005-34061
and sl€eper 32039. Apparenlly, a freight
train earlier had repo(cd rough track in
that area, as did Amtrak's #22, the
nonhbound tdAle a few hours before. That
engineer apparenlly tried lo rclay his report,
but could not gel through..

The engine's "black box" evcnt recorder
sais lbe train was going 36 mph, wellbelolv
ihe 60 mph linrit. l hc automalic breaking
systenr had aclivalcd. but nor by the
cngineer. Also, it was not clear ifthe samc
crcw that hat hit the pedeslrian stayed on
duty. Later r€ports had the cause as a kink
in lhe weldcd rail, bul nolhing definite.
(Dallas Mornnls Naws. Decembcr 2l and
I loktton C hraniclc. Dcccnber 2 ! sent in hy
Dan Batr al lhusk,t)

Duing Wo d War I I, u I0t% tux i,as plaLed
on rcil'oad p4$engu tbhet!, which wa!
u\ed to help rtnance !ht: \ear. AIet WWII
tha tat staryd on and ewn incrcased to
15% by Presidcnt Eiscnhowet in the aa y

9

1950's. This new t@wa' useAfor about I0
tea$ to difectlt subsidize lhe interstate

NEW AMTRAK PRDSIDENT
Amtrak's new Presidcnt is 46-ycar old

Georg€ Wanington, who had been actnrS
president for a year. He's quoled as saying
lhal Amtrak should not only survive. but
thrivc and attracl new cuslomcrs. He say!
Amtrak should altract morc prssengers with
hiSh speed lrains in the N(ntheasl Coridor
nrske Chicago a hub l i ) r  nine Incdiu'n-
drslance rout€s lionr thcrc, wofk 10 brirg
hiSh spced trains lo Ccorgi i .  Sol lh
Carolina, North Carolinc and Virsinin.

LONC TRAINS
Membcr Tom Shirclifi srid ihc

soulhbound r?rdr lqtu ol l)cccnrbcr 30
had two F-40 cngincs, a 'l)cpsi Crr."
baggage car,  l0 Supcdrncr clrs a l  l?
Amtrak-typ€ boxcars (counting engincs, I
to(al  of  3l  carsl) .  I t  let i  thc stat ion a l i [ lc
after 9 a.m,

days ofthis century.
Ardmore was na'ned after Ardmore,

PeDnsylvania, lvhich in tum was named
dfter A rd,nore-by-thc-Sca, Ireland.. The cily
was twice almosl wipcd out, the firstrime in
1895 when a livcry fire burned 82
busincsses, nnd again in1915 when a
railroad worker hammering on top ofa tank
car fiUed with gasoline set off a giant
e\plosion that wrccked downtown, killing
12 peoplc. Thc lops of buildings were

Nonh ol  Ardnorc, in I 'urceu, lhcy wi l l
havc to nrake a tcmporarystop for Amlrak's
feturn, sincc thcy lore down their depot
when the rc:r(/.I (lrtlleii in 1979.

T :,T..IS E/IGLI; I'F,RAILS IN TEXAS
t.1 utsk,t. l cxds) - rlrc wcstbound fcr(ll

/:d.,.1/2. No. 21, dcrailcd in A.linglon. l cxas
l)cccnrbcr 21. nbout 8 p nr The sanrc l rain
Iillcd a wonrfl) who wlls rrespassing or thc
mil  l lnc outsidc of Dal las prcviously thc
snmc day. I:iltccn ol lhc I99 on board wcre
iniurcd sl isht ly.  lhrce units and 6 of l0
cars came otTthc lrack al milepost 230, l6
nr i lcs west of Dal las. Ensines 60/313
dcmilcd uprighl, engi|c 377-baggage dorm

VARIOUS PLACES - Various timcs ofyear - Trains Unlimited offers many railfan tours across the counlry and
lhe \\orld. lb gct a colorful brochurc, call 530-836- I 745 or write Trains Unlimitcd, PO Box 1997, Ponola CA
96122.
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THE FAVORITE GIRL ON THE KATY WAS BORN ACAIN

bv:  Gene Hu l  l

T4

It was a cold, blustery day on 5 December
l9l5 in St. Louis The TEXAS SPECIAL
rolled out of town on her maiden run on the
Katy (Missouri-Kansas-Texas) Railroad. The
train was an effon to meet conrpetition The
Mrssouri Pacific was introducing its premier
train, the Sunshine Special, for service to
Texas and the southwest. On the Katy their
pet train was known as The Special.

latest scores were available daily. With
breakfast in the diner there always was a
newspaper. These, and many other "special"
services, gave the Katy travelers great
pleasure.

The SPECIAL was among the first trains in
the Southwest to offer lounge cars to replace
the open-ended observation cars. The regular
passengers came to expect their lavorite lrain
to be first with the latest.

Even with the amenities, the SPECIAL
could not compete wilh rhe Sunshine Special's
schedule to points in lexas The Missouri
Pacific had a nearly direct route from St
Louis, across Arkansas and Texas to Laredo
on the Mexican border. Convenient
connections gave service to Dallas-Fort
Worlh, Houston-Galveston, as well as Ncw
Orleans and El Paso.

The Katy ran west from St. Louis into the
southeast corner of Kansas at Parsons, then
south across Oklahoma, to reach Ft. Wonh-
Dallas, San Antonio and Houston-Galveston.
During World War I the United States
Railroad Administration directed the Katy to
make an agreement with the Frisco to operate
the TEXAS SPECIAL over the more direct
Frisco line from St. Louis to Vinita,
Oklahoma, where it rolled back onto Katy
rails. continuints on lo Dallas and San Anlonio,
where connection was made with the Sunset
Route ofthe Southem Pacific. After the war
this route continued.

In 1946 there was evidence ofthe re-bidh of
the favorite girl on the Katy. Late in the year
the railroad ordered 14 new passengq cars
from Pullman-Standard to be delivered in
1947 These included a combination mail-
baggage car; three air-conditioned chair cars
with seating lor 5b passengers each. one air-
conditioned chair-lounge-buflel car; seven air-
conditioned l4-roometle-4 bedroom sleeping

'lhis train was "special" to the many
passengcrs, whether long distance or short
hauls They liked her for the many "extras"
they got for their travel dollar In thc early
mornings, before the dining car was open,
passengers were presented hot doughnuts and
a demi-tasse ofcolfee. After dinner there were
cigarettes and mints. There were dining car

specials which were
favorites - Katy
chicken pie, and
Kaiy kornettes, a
Southern bread. ln
the lounge car at
bedt ime the
passengers rcceived
a delicious red
apple. During
bas€ball season, the
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cars; one air-conditioned lounge-buffet-
obs€rvation car; and one air-conditioned
dining car seating 36. A duplicate set was
ordered for the Frisco. These ca.s were to
become the NEW strean ined TEXAS
SPECIAI. Each train cost about $2 million.
Also, the new train would be powered by a
two-unit, 4,000 horsepower. Electro-Motive
Division "E" diesel electric locomotive.

On l6 May 1948, the SPECTAL maintained
the reputation of being "special" to her
passengers. lt became the first diesel-powered
streamlined all-bedroom train in regular
service in the southwest The train was a
pretty as a young girl in a new dress. At 3:30
p.m. on 16 May it rolled out ofsan Antonio
northbound. At 5:30 p.m. her counterpan left
St. Louis southbound, reaching San Antonio at
I l0 p m the next day The nonhbound train
arrived at St. Louis at l l  30 a m.

'fhc old opcn-section sleepers with green
plush seats and curtained upper and lower
bcnhs were gone. Now, each traveler enjoyed
the privacy ofan enclosed room with toilet and
lavatory. Each sleeping car was 85 feet long,
and mechanically-cooled water was available.
Thc main car body was carpeted, while the
remainder had synthetic rubber floor covering.

The sleeper-obsewation-lounge was 85 feet
long with two bedrooms and a drawing room
in addition to 2l seats in the observation end.
Light lunches were served in the buffet. In the
lounge there was a radio, and windows had
venetian blinds.

In the 36-seat diner there was carpet on the
floor. except the passageway had synthetic
rubber flooring. At each end were murals of
Texas scenes. The kitchen brought envy to
every housewife on board. It was fumished in
stainless ste€l to meet requirements ofthe U.
S. Health Department. The range was an oil-
burner, and there was a vegetable steam
cooker, an egg boiler and many other fine
facilities

The 85-foot coachlounge-buffet had 26
seats in the coach and 25 seats in the lounge.
There was a radio and light lunches were
served. There were a coffee urn, refrigerator
and hot plate. The coach section, salons and
passageways had sponge-rubber fl ooring.

Coaches were 85 feet long, in two secttons -
40 seats in the large section and 16 in the
other Each car had "Sleepy Hollow" seats to
provide maximum comfort. More than
$50,000 was spent in designing these seats.

The rear observation-lounge-sleeper had a
Mars wig-wag signal light to provide
protection fiom trains approaching from thc
rear while the SPECIAL was standing still.
The entire train had electro-pneumatic brakes
The cars were built of high strength welded
girder type low alloy steel, with fluted stainless
steel sides. The cars had tight lock couplers,
Waughmat twin cushion gears and automatic
sanders.

In spite ofthe new features, regular fares
were charged. Katy President Donald V.
Fraser said, "The Katy has never charged an
extra fare for superior service.'i

The SPtsCIAL got a bath every day, whether
she needed it or not That was no srnalljob
when it had to be finished in less than lwo
hours. Il was the responsibility ofCar Foreman
F W Slevens al San Antonio The train
arrived at l:30 p.m., and as soon as the last
passenger slepped down, the cleaners came in.
They washed windows inside, vacuumed the
upholstery, cleaned the floors and made all
necessary adjustments on air-conditioning and
electrical equipment.

While this was going on, the train was taken
to the yards for a bath. Tire cleaning unit was
designed by Car Foreman Stevens working
with representatives of the Oakite Products
Corp. Mechanical Clerk E. C. Willis; Coach
Cleaner Foreman J. A. Bowls; Assistant Car
Foreman E. T. McGlasson; J. A. Gore, lead
car mani and E. J. Balusek, car man, helped
Stevens build the cleaning unit, mostly from

ARKANSAS MILROADER K{I.!



used materials. The unit gave the cars a bath in
acid to cut the din, then two rinses with cold
water. A combination of steam, water and
compressed air removed din and grease. Pits
under the train let the workers clean the
trucks, undercarriages and machinery beneath
the cars.

'Icsting devices werc coupled to check
steam and air lines, electromotive b.akes, etc ,
while the bath was going on At the same time,
all brakeshoes were inspected. Special nozzles
on the cleaning unit sent a spray ofwater and
steam at a temperature of I 12 degrees to clean
lhc trucks and batlery cases.

ln less than an hour aller the train arrived, it
left the yards lo the slation, ready for
northbound passcngers.

tjnti l  7 July 1948, the Bluebonnet ran from
St l-ouis to Dallas On this datc it was
combined with the TEXAS SPECIAI- out of
Denison, Texas. and ran into Houston. Also. a
chail car and a sleepcr on the TEXAS
SPECIAL were set out at Denison and picked
up by thc Blucbonnet Ft Wonh section.

Onc night in thc early 1920's all conversation
ceased aboard a Pullman sleeper on the
SPL.('IAL l;rom the men's smoking roonr
camc a rcsonant roicr.. obriously uttering a
prayef Passengers in the other part ofthe car
wcrc curious, and afterward they questloned
the porter.

"lhat's just ( 'onductor Lueking and Dr
'lruetl having their evcning dcvotional
together." he said

Dr. Ceorge W 'l ruett of
Dallas was a well known
Baptist loader. Whenever
the churchman was a
passenger on the
SPECIAL, he and the
conductor always had a
moment of prayer. During
Joc Leuking's 40 years as a

Pullman conductor he had prayed with many a
passenger needing help with a problem

Joe was born at Sedalia, Missouri, 27
September I 88 I , not far from the Katy tracks.
ln 1908 he went to St Louis to get a railroad
job. Instead, he went to work fbr the Pullman
Co. becoming a conductor on the old
"Homeseeker's Special" to the Rio Crande
Valley ofTexas.

In 1909, Joe came to the Katy as a Pullman
conductor on the Katy Flyer. This train
boastcd ofa Pullman "boilcr" car, which was
a regular sleeper with a small kitchen in one
end. Here the porler cooked his meals frorn
canned lbod on a oval, wood-burning stove.
Joe said, "lt wasn't fancy, but it tasted might
good."

During the following years Joe had runs
which terminatcd at San Antonio. Dallas. Ft
Worth, Columbia, Parsons and many other
points. ln places away from home he always
found that people in churches werc always
friendly to strangers. He became well-known
all along the Katy.

Many times when
Joe lbund a passenger
sipping from a bottle,
he never said anything.
IIe would go to the
diner and lill his
vacuum bottle with hot
coffee. He would
return to the lounge,
sit down and pour himsella cup. The drinker
usually began snilling thc aroma Finally, Joe
would offer a cup in erchange lor a promise
that the bottle would go back in the suitcase.
Joe passed out many cnps ofcoffee.

After 38 years on the Katy Joe retired 3l
August 1948.

Soon after the new streamlined TEXAS
SPECIAI went into service, several
communities asked that the schedule be
changed to provide more convenient arrivals
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and departures. This required operation ofa
third set ofequipment. This went into effect 19
September 1948.

Some passengers were asking for the old
open-section sleeping accommodationsl The
decision was made to use standard Pullman
cars along with the lightweight streamlined
cars. A Katy lounge calwas run on the
SPECIAL ev€ry third day. Only roomettes and
bedrooms were available in the lightweight
cars- The use ofstandard equipment permilt€d
the handling ofspecial military personneL.

The standard equipment was put in the shop
and painted to match the streamlined cars. A
standard lounge and diner were included

Another advertising feature was used for the
TEXAS SPECIAL. Mr. C. D. Mitchell. of the
Engineering Department of the Katy was an
svid philatelist, and was secretary of the
Greater St. Louis Stamp Club. For the
inaugural run ofthe train, he arranged for the

cancellation of cachets, or
first day covers, on the
Railway Post Office car.

Mitchell announaed in stamp collector
publications th€ canc€llations would be
available to those who requested them. More
than 10,000 envelopes were canceled on the
firct run.

Yes, the TEXAS SPECIAL was the
"favorite girl" for many years on the Katy. In
January I 966 the Official Guide announced the
Katy had "freight service only."

The SPECIAL was running only in
history.lh*
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'lhe baggage clrecks above were sent in by P. L. Moseley and are fiom the old Memphis, Dallas &
(iulfRailroad before it was partially abandoned and then became the GN&A and latcr the
Nashville Sub ofthe KCS. (Back in the mid 1970s, your editor visited Bingen" Arkansas - where
the line had been taken up years ago - and it was a ghost town with old store ftonts, quite an eerie
s i te l ) .



re 
recenlly refurbished.and is ready Ior use by local

g..-up. uia if* Cft"InUer ofCommerce Amtrak's Texas Eagle passes this station' but does not stop

i"," uny-o... (.loht't.lones pholo - November 1998)



ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM

[ ] Membership renewal [ ] New Member [ ] Change ofAddress

Send membelship renewal, application, change ofaddress, etc. to:
Arkansas Railroad Club

PO Box 9151
North Little Rock AR 72119
Phone: 501-758-1340; Fax: 501-758-4301
e-mail : ken.z.r'w@ix,netcom.com

Please fi l l  out the following questions after checking the appropriare box .rbove.

Your birthday (optional - no year needed)

(first) (init)

{"1n. "q

Nanre: (last)

Addrcss:

State _ Zip

e-mail address:

Membership dues information:
Mernbership: $20.00 per year, Arkansas Railroad Club only; $37.00 per year ifyoujoin or renew

National Railway Ilistorical Society membership through our Club. Dues are payable/due by January I ol'
cach year. lf we don't have your dues by March 1, you will be dropped from the membership rolls.

Membership in the Arkalsas Railroad Club enlilles you 10 a membership card and the monthly
iIRKANSAS MILROADTI? newsletter. Meetings are held monthly, except December, on the second
Surlday ofthe month. We usually meet at 2 p.m. in the Mercantile Bank main building on Main Street in
North Little Rock,just north ofthe Arkansas River. Interesting programs are presented each month and
rclieshments (cookies, sandwiches) are served. We are a non-profit organization and membcr ofthc
NRIIS. Officers are lisled in each newsletter.
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