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A  W O R D  F R O M  Y O U R  N E W  E D I T O R :  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  n e w s  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  b y  y o u r  n e w  e d i t o r .
I  f e e l  i t  i s  b o t h  a n  h o n o r  a n d  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  e n d e a v o r  t o  g e t  o u t  t h e  l e t t e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h i s  o u r
B i c e n t e n n i a l  y e a r .  T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  b i g  s h o e s  f o r  m e  t o  e n d e a v o r  t o  f i l l  i n  f o l l o w i n g  y o u r  f o r r n e r
e d i t o r  a n d  n o w  o u r  P r e s i d e n t ,  W A L T E R  W A L K E R .  W a l t e r  a l w a y s  h a d  t h e  l e t t e r  f i l l e d  w i t h  n e w s l
i terns and rnade i t  very weI I  wor th whi le  reading,  I  wi l l  do my best  to  fo l low the sarne pat tern
and th is  wi l l  be possib le only  wi th your  cooperat ion.  Since ret i r ing f rom the COTTON BELT I
a m  a t  h o m e  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  t i m e .  Y o u  c a n  p h o n e  m e  a t  6 6 6 - 5 6 ? l  o r  s e n d  i t e r n s  t o  m y
h o r n e  w h i c h  i s  5 0 0 7  H a w t h o r n e  R o a d ,  L i t t l e  R o c k ,  7 2 ? 0 7 ,  o r  s e n d  t h e m  t o  o u r  P . O , B o x  5 5 8 4 ,
L i t t l e  R o c k ,  7 2 2 0 5 ,  T h a n k s  v e r y  m u c h  a n d  a  H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R  T O  A L L .

B i l I  M e r c k

DECEMBER, 1975 MEETING :  Congratu lat ions to Ruby Hol t  for  the f ine par ty  at  the Of f icers
CIub at  the Pine Bluf f  Arsenal  on the evening of  December l3 th.  A l though the at tendance was
rather  smal l  (Your  edi tor  counted I5 people)  everyone had a very enjoyable evening.  The food
w a s  e x c e l l e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  w h i c h  w a s  g i v e n  b y  o u r  o w n  G e n e  H u l I  w h o  a c t e d  a s  b o t h
oPerator  and narrator  in  showing color  s l j .des of  the Colorado and New Mexico t r ip  made by h i rn
and Naorni  explor ing abandoned narrow gauge roadbeds.  Your  edi tor  and wi fe,  ass is ted by
Annet te and Wal ter  Walker ,  wi l l  have t } l .e  1976 Chr is tmas Par ty .  A l ready p lans are in  the makrng
for  what  we hope wi l l  be an enjoyable evening,

JANUARY MEETING: Regular  month ly  business meet ing wi I I  be held on Sunday,  January l l ,1976
a t  Z : 0 0  P .  M .  i n  t h e  l o u n g e  o f  t h e  n e w  M i s s o u r i  P a c i f i c  B u i l d i n g ,  1 0 0 0  W e s t  4 t h  S t .  ,  N o r t h  L ,  R
The prograrn wi l l  be g iven by our  own Bi IL Bai ley who wi l l  ta lk  on "Rai l road Communicat ions
Thru The Western Union Telegraph Cornpany" .  This  should be very in terest ing,  and t rust  our
at tendance wi l l  be sood.

D U E S :  D o n r t  f o r g e t  -  D u e s  f o r  1 9 7 6  a r e
s h i p ,  $ 3 . 0 0  f o r  a s s o c i a t e  ( n o n - r e s i d e n t ) ,
T r e a s u r e r ,  C ,  R .  ( D i c k )  B y r d  w i I I  b e  o n
sent  to  Dick at  IZ F l in twood,  L i t t le  Rock,

n o w  d u e  a n d  p a y a b l e ,  T h e y  a r e  $ 5 . 0 0  f o r  c l u b  r n e m b e r -
a n d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  $ 4 . 5 0  f o r  N . R . H . S .  d u e s .  O u r
hand at  the meet ing to accept  your  dues or  they may be

7 2 2 0 5 .

A BIT OF THIS AND Tt{AT:  The nat ional  nonprof i t  organizat ion work ing for  a bet ter  envi ronsrent
KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL has awarded i ts  top industry  award for  1975 to the Bur l ington
N o r t h e r n  R .  R .  f o r  t h e  r e c l a i m i n g  o f  m o r e  t h a n  l ,  0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  s e m i a r i d  r a n g e l a n d  w h i c h  h a . d  b e e n
sur face-mined for  coal  between 1924 and,  L958.
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T w o  r a i l r o a d s  a r e  m a k i n g  a  s t u d y  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i r n e  o f  o p e r a t i n g  c a b o o s e l e s s  t r a i n s ,  w h i c h
i f  s u c c e s s f u l  w i l l  j o i n  F l o r i d a  E a s t  C o a s t  R .  R .  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  c a b o o s e l e s s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  f e w
years.  Missour i  Paci f ic  and I l l ino is  Centra l  Gul f  are both researching th is  subject ;  in  fact
I .  C .  G .  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e g u n  a  t w i c e - d a i l y  6 - h o u r  C h i c a g o - S t .  L o u i s  r n i n i - p i g g y b a c k  s e r v i c e  k e y e d
t o  I 0 - c a r  c a b o o s e l e s s  t r a i n s  h a n d l e d  b y  t w o  o r  t h r e e - m a n  o p e r a t i n g  c r e w s .  T h i s  T O F C
s c h e d u l e  i s  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  I C G  C h i c a g o - S t .  L o u i s  p i g g y  b a c k  s c h e d u l e
a n d  t h e  $ 1 2 5 , 0 0  r a m p - t o - r a r n p  t r a i l e r  r a t e  i s  I e s s  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  o l d  t a r i f f .  T i m e  r n a r c h e s  o n

A M T R A K  p r e s i d e n t ,  P a u l  H .  R e i s t r u p  b e i n g  u n d e r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  h e  o w e s  h i s  c u s t o r n e r s
I ' t h e  b e s t  p a s s e n g e r - t r a i n  t e c h n o l o g y  i n  t h e  w o r l d "  ( w h i c h  i s  h i g h l y  c o m r n e n d a b l e )  h a s  t a k e n  h i s
q u e s t  t o  S w e d e n  w h e r e  h e  h a s  f o u n d  a n  e l e c t r i c  l o c o r n o t i v e  w h i c h  p r o d u c e s  a s  m u c h  h o r s e - p o w e
b u t  w e i g h s  l e s s  t h a n  h a l J  a s  m u c h  a n d  r i d e s  o n  f e w e r  a x l e s  t h a n  i t s  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t e r p a r t ,
Arnt rak has taken a s ix- rnonth lease on a demonstrator  which should be test  ro l l ine i -n  the
Uni ted States somet ime in  the sumrner  of  th is  vear .

T H E  A M E R I C A N  F R E E D O M  T R A I N ,  p l a g u e d  b y  p r o b l e m s  a t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  r e g i s t e r e d  a  d r a m a t i c
t u r n a r o u n d  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  1 9 7 5 .  T h e  A r n e r i c a n  F r e e d o m  T r a i n  F o u n d a t i o n ,  I n c .  r e p o r t s  a  c h a n g r
i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  c o l o r  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  t r a i n  f r o m  r e d  t o  b l a c k .  O p e r a t i n g  o n  a  1 4 - h o u r  s c h e d u l e
wi th the capabi l i ty  of  accommodat ing 16,000 v is i tors ,  the Tra in is  now meet ing the day- to-day
cost  of  operat ion and a l ready rnore than two mi l l ion persons have v is i ted the t ravel ing d isp lay
o f  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y .  , I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a  t o t a l  o f  e i g h t  r n i l l i o n  p e r s o n s  w i l l  h a v e  s e e n  i t
d u r i n g  t h e  a p p r o x i r n a t e l y  5 1 0  d i s p i a y  d a y s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  i t ,  Y o u r  e d i t o r  r e c e i v e d  a  r u r n o r  t h a t
ex-SP 4449 wi I I  power the t ra in to  L i t t le  Rock and the ex-TP loco being put  in  running order
wi l l  power the t ra in only  in  Texas.  At  the present  t ime th is  cannot  be ver i f ied as to i ts
t r u t h f u l n e s s ,

I t  i s  n o t  t o o  e a r l y  t o  s t a r t  w o r k i n g  o n  a n o t h e r  r a i l  e x c u r s i o n  i n  I 9 7 6  f o r  o u r  c l u b ,  W e  r n a y  n o t
e v e r  f i n d  a n o t h e r  o n e  t h a t  d i d  i t  i n  s u c h  g r a n d  s t y l e  a s  d i d  t h e  A D & N .  I  a r n  a d v i s e d  t h e  P & N W
w a n t s  u s  a n d  w e  c o u l d  e x p l o r e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  L & N W ,  t h e  A & L M ,  t h e  D & R  a n d  o t h e r s .
Also,  who among us would not  want  to  r ide behind Nor 450l  agai rL ? ? ? That  t r ip  in  1974 f rom
M e r n p h i s  t o  C o r i n t h  w a s  o n e  t o  r e m e m b e r .  Y o u r  e d i t o r  i s  v e r y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  s u c h  t r i p s
s o  p l e a s e  e x c u s e  h i s  r a t t l i n g s  i f  I  g e t  t o o  m u c h  t h a t  w a y .

T h e  f o L l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  w a s  s e n t  t o  y o u r  e d i t o r  b y  G e n e  H u l l .  T h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  o n e  m a i l e d  o u t  b y
t h e  S o u t h e r n  R a i l w a y  t o  a l l  N a t i o n a l  R a i l w a y  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  C h a p t e r s ,  s o  b e  s u r e  a n d  b e
r r g l u e d r r  t o  t h e  T V  s e t  f o r  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  r n o v i e :
I ' W e  a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  a d v i s e  t h a t  t h e  t w o - p a r t ,  f o u r - h o u r  t e l e v i s i o n  m o v i e ,  E l e a n o r  a n d  F r a n k l i n ,
d e p i c t i n  t h e  I i v e s  a n d  t i r n e s  o f  E l e a n o r  a n d  F r a n k l i n  D .  R o o s e v e l t ,  w i l l  p r e m i e r  n a t i o n a l l y  o n

the ABC-TV Network on Sunday,  January l l ,  and cont inue on Monday,  January LZ,  at  9  P.  M.

E S T  e a c h  n i g h t .  T h e  v e r y  r n o v i n g  f u n e r a l  t r a i n  s c e n e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m a n y  c a m p a i g n  s c e n e s ,
were f i lmed wi th Engine 4501 (authent ica l ly  renurnbered 1409)  and a consis t  o f  Southern steam

e q u i p r n e n t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  f u n e r a l  t r a i n  a s  i t  w a s  r u n  i n  A p r i l ,  L 9 4 5 ,  T h i s  s h o w c a s e  p r o d u c t i o r

i s  b e i n g  s p o n s o r e d  b y  I B M .  R e p o r t s  f r o m  t h e  p r e v i e w  i n  H o l l y w o o d  i n d i c a t e s  i t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e

f i n e s t  p r o d u c t i o n s  i n  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  W e  w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  i f  y o u  w i l l  g e t  a  n o t i c e  t o  y o u r  r n e m b e r s

a n d  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  g r o u p s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  s h o w i n g  f o r  t h e y  w i l l  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e

g r e a t  t r a i n  s c e n e s  b u t  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  p j . c t u r e .

A R K A N S A S  R A I L R O A D  C L U B  i s  a  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  m e e t s  t h e  s e c o n d  S u n d a y  o f  e a c h

m o n t h  i n  t h e  M i s s o u r i  P a c i f i c  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g ,  I 0 0 0  W e s t  4 t h ,  N .  L .  R .  F o r  i n l o r m a t i o n  w r i t e

P . O .  B o x  5 5 8 4 ,  L .  R .  ,  7 2 ? 0 5 .
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