
on the property of the
rneetin' was held June t7 at Scott;- Arkansas

Scott & Bearskin Lake Rail-road. lngine s rf\
a.nd. il2, both woodburneas forrne rly owned by the lrI. T. Carter Brrother
Lunber. Co at Calden, Texas vle re fired up. The #1 with President Jim
ifilson at the controls and John Martin as fireman (bothe periodicafly
releived by other willing souls) spent the day pulling the L rr lfitr caboose
and the two coaches built foon truss-rod flats around for the Dleasure
a f  | h a  n a m n r - r r

The arnual picnic was well attended by nenbers and guests. The
Arkansas GaBette and KTIlV-Chanel- 11 were both represented so sorte
publicity should result.

SUi! nli SCiITIDULE: The rnernbership voted to disrrense rrrith the formal-
buiiness meetings for the months of July and August. lnformal
neetings will be held the 2nd gunday of Ju].y and August at Scott.
l,Iear your old cfothes as there i-s much work that needs doing.

]LiSTCR,rTI0llS: Funds were voted at the last meeting to beqin the
restoration work o.' our railcar. Hopefully ue will have this piece
of equipnent operational in the near future;

VJork. is progressing on the Georgia
be done. Any anri aIL help wil-I be
concerned.

TIE CIRCUS CAI'IE TO ?O],lN: Mot'lE TO ?O],lN: ori st s

Itrorthern #1f5 but rn:ch renains to
accepted and appreclated by all

entering d.owntor"rrr Li.ttle Rock by
way of Cantrell RC. June 14.ih, 15th or l5th wernetreated to asight
not seen since the advent of Anrbrac k. Passenger coaches, to be e)€ct
two rail- s of them, lined up under the sheds of ]fissouri Pacific Union
Station. Ringling Brothers, Barnum & i3ailey:, rrThe Gleatest Show on
Earthrr r,es in town.

.fh ̂  .y.r"ivr' l  ,Trrrp I ?l-.L' at 1 .,/, { n-rn af t.hc 22 ,.ar cifcus train climaxed
l /  ' q r '  v +

a three day trip that bsgan at Hershey, Pennsyl-vania and noved over the
l-ines of the Reading, l{&l[, L&N and fina]-Iy ]Ii ssouri Pacific.' The lrain
consibted of streaml-ined baggage and p:Lssenfier equiornent, mostly of the
65 ft. leirgth and 85 ft. flat cars. One car specially bdlt contained
anirral cages on tre l-olve r l-evel and.carried autonobiles cin the upper
level. OLher cars had been nodified by installing doors in the ends
of the c oabhe s.

Soraetine during the ni glrt of June IBth the train llas reassenbled and
interchanged to the Rock Island to continue on its rvaf to Oklahona
Oity, Cklahona

t_
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READjR RAI],ROAD: ]Ir. T. i'1. l.{. Long, Prdsident of the neader Railroad
has issued the following information; rrThis line nade its last run
frorn Reader to Waterl-oo and return on Saturday I'Iay L9,I9?3 t with the
return of ExLra lfO2, North.

Effective Sunday, Juen J, h973, tids line embargoed a1I traffic froro
and to its three southernmost stationsl i.e., Anthony Swithh, Ane s
and Waterloo. Disnantling of the line northward from lJaterloo toward
Dil1s MilI cormenced Tuesday, June 12.rr

ABIiND0$I'IENIS: Missouri Pacific has app)-ied for perrnission to abandon
approxirnately 16.2 uriles between MarveIL and Holly Grove, Arkansas

S AI,OIGIRKAI'ISAS RAIIS

CTIFTON E. HI,I.,L

There are many olci structures in vqrious pl-aces around our state which
evoke memories of the days when the railroads were far rnore active than

'at the present time. Sone of then bring to nrind incid6nts ocperienced by
the author during his raiJ-roading days of WorI& War IIe Sone are the
Iecorded rnenorie s of other railroad rnen lons since deDarted fron this vale
of tbars.

These menories sometime s bring a sense of lonliness, nostalgia, humor,
and sadness. Nevertheless, it is the fuffne sd of l-ife from wlrich these
nrercorie s are Bade, and they are worbh pas:ing on before they are forever
l-ost as our older railroaders pass on.

At the southerrr edge of Dardanelle, there is a dilapidated rweatherbeaten
old depot building, the wal-Is of which still bear.-a trace of red paint and
across the south end, just below the projecting foof, are the faint
l-etters EARDANELLE . The building is now used as a slorage shed.

Qrite a few old-tirers would be renrinded of the day of i''tarch L2, !906,
when Mrs. C. C. Godnan turned the first shovelful- of ea:'th to celebrate
the beginning of the Dardanelle, OIa & Southem llailrodd. There never
was anyLhing trrr]'y out st anding about the D.O. & S. but it: did bring a
surge of prosperity to the merchants and faruers of the a.rea. The
rails uere pushed southward to a connection w'ith the Choctaw, Oldahoma
& GuIf Railroad at ola.

Nevr farms were put into production and the vaLue of real estate increased
considerably when the rail senrice beca.ne availabl-e. At Centervi.Ile, Dr.
Mc0arthy subdivj-ded forty acres into lota snd nade ther:l available to
hone builders.

The D.o.&S. rails krere joined at Dardanell-e by those of the F-,.Snith,
Subiaco & EasLern. The new company was lcroun as the Ft. Snith, Subiaco,
and Rock Island as access tc Ft. Sni-th was riade available
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In. March, f938, the little streak of rust fell- victim t,o the wrecking
crew of Hyaan-l{ichalls Company of Clricago and the rails were pul1ed up
The forl-orn Ltttle depot sits as if still waiting for train No 2 which is

.nore than J0 years late.

A crunbling, Itmoth-eatenrr brick buildj-ng at Plurl'nerrrillle on the
Ivli ssouri Pacific just v'Je st of Conway recalls a bit of ernbarrassing
excitement. More than 2J years ago, the autho: was a brakernan on
this road running between North Little Rock and Van tsuren. f was
in pa;.senger service as vlell- as freight. During tr{orld try'ar II,
passenger service was rea]ly booming.

On, one particular run in the surryler of. 1941, f was in charge of the
baggage car on train llo. 11?, the rrRainbow Specialrrry on its return

run to Little Rock. As a good-wi1I gesture I had agreed to lend a
helping hand to the clerk in the mail car. He r,ras generafl-y over-
worked as was everyone at that time and he asked if I would toss off
a fe'"r sacks of rnail for hil. I agreed. O|le of the stations to
receive a sack was Plunervifle. this was not a regular stop for the
train so I would have to kick off the hear,y sack rron the flyrr. This
phrase happend to be very appropriate.

We approached the station on a downward grade and usually the engineer
had the train ro11in51 at a pretty good clip through plumerwille. The
station agent usually was out front to look the train over lor any
uisible defects as we flashed by.

I opcned the door of the baggage car, Iaid the heavy, locked canvas
sack on the fl-oor ang got a good grip on a safety grab-iron beside
the door. Looking out through eyes squinted againsL the wind-bihoun
dust, I saw the depot rustdng toward ne. The agent was standing out
front and several local- feffows were sitting on a long bench before
a store just beyond the depot. Iiverybhing was exactly as f had seen
it a hundred times before. The tine was about 20 r;tinute s before noon.

The l-ocomotive I s whistle began to belfow for a road crossing and a
faint pluine of coal smoke estended straight back fron the roaring stack.
About JJ feet before we reached the depot, I kicked, the sack as far out
the door as I could get it, to prefent it rolling back under the train.

It hit the gravel platforn, bounced, junped and skidded toward the depot
just exactly as it shoud have. Then that sack seerned to go conpletely
ctazy. No self-respecting mai-I sack was ever supposed to act like that
one did. It tried to slide edd-way, the forward end dug into the gra'reI
and the sack gracefully leaped into the air and plunged headl-ong lhrough
the window of the tele8raph bay of the depot.

Just beyond the depot, the train canted to a long right-hand curve and the
last thing I saw was the depot agent frantically scranbling away fron the
disintegrating bay window while the half-dozen rnen in fro"t of the store
Ieaped off the l-ong bench and wer runrrin! toward the depot.
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