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Missouri Pacific train No. 219 departs Little Rock for Hot Springs in May 1949,
powercd by E7 A&B #7015 at now closed 10'h Street crossing. More on this train on
the next page - photo by John A. Mills)
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MORE ON THE COVER PHOTO and MoPac train No.219 ftom John A. Mills: Train No. 219 and trainNo.
220, the eastbound counterpart! were iever named the Hot Springs Special. The Hot Springs Special was
discontinued in August 1948 and operated between St. Louis and Hot Springs, and was numbered Nos l7 and 18

I have researched all my old MoPac public timetables and Official Railway Guides and cannot find Nos 219
and 220 ever having an official name listed in conjunction with these trains. Up rurtil late 1953 these trains carried
a full Parlor Observation oar between Memphis and Hot Springs. It was replaced according 10 the December 2T,
1953 MoPac timetable with a Parlor-Caf6-Coach which operated until June 1957. It then operated with a grill
coach as orovision fo. food service.

No. 2 19 may have been referred to as the flot Springs Limited and No. 220 the Memphis Lin ted for a period,
but I have not been ablc to confirm this, officially. The Rock Island's train No. 45 and 50 which ran for nlany
years betwcen Memphis arld Hot Sprillgs was named thc llot Springs Limitcd and for a shofl period rar as part of
the Choctaw Route between Memphis and Little Rock.

2OO1 OFFICERS/POSITIONS OI' THE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB

l l lg l lDEl l l '  Johrr l lodkin. Jr. .  506 Cordon St.  N Li l r lc l {ock AR 721 I7-4713 (501-945-2128)
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!DIIq& - Kcn Ziegcnbcin, l0z3ClaycutCir,Nl- iulcRockAIlT2l l ( !1728(501-75lJ-1340)
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Ll lgIQ&L\N - Genc I Iul l ,  3507 L) Washinslon Ave #31. N l . i r l lc Rock AI( 721 l4 (501-945'7386)
l ]OAItD 0l  -  l inn Sbook. l7l6 Albcra Dr.  Li l l le l tock nl{  72227-3902 {501-225-8955)
I IOARD 02 - I l i l l  Bni ley. 8l  l8 Rcynrere Dr.  Li l t lc l (ock AIt  7:2:7-19.14 (50l '224-6818)

! .( ! ! l lQ t l l ' I (obin lhomas. l0980lt ivorcrcsrDr//26.I . i ( l lc l tockAltT22l2-1412
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jllzlld) lli - L0oDrrd Thalnruellcf, 2 I I Innovef l)r, I-irtlc l{ock AR 72209-2 I s 9 ( s0I -562'823 I )

Thc ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB is r non-profit organizalion of railroad and (rain etrthusiasts (hnt was fo.mcd in 1969.
We arc llso rhe Littlc Rock Chapter oflhe Nnlional Railway Hislorical Socicty. We mect on lhe second Sundays ofmost montbs
a t 2 I . m ,

Duos h join the ARKANS,\S RAILROAD CLUB are currfntly $20 a yerr, which includes thc mon thly ,4tktnsfls Rliltoader
newslellcr. Ifyou'd likc 10 join the NRHS through our club (lhus bcing a mcnbcr ofthe Lilllc Roch Chapter NRfiS and
national NRHS), you must pay $17 a ycar more, bringirg thc lo(al to $17 a yerr for botlr. Dues arc rlwrys payablc on ,hnu.rry
l" ofcrcl ycar, but you may pay al aDy time (mcmbersbit rvill crlcnd through the fouorving ycar).

To ioiD or renev, send your oan€, addrcss and phoDe numbcr plus dues to the ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB, P() llOX
915r, NOIITH LITTLf, ROCK AR 72r r9. C'lll 501-758-1340 for informalion. Thc newslelter editor's email address is:
k€nlatrsinwerther.com Thc Arkansas Rnilrosder is put on llrc W€b monthly, and thrt address is:
hatp://$'lvw.trainweaf her,com
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The next meeting of the Arkansas Railroad Club will be held SUNDAY. JULY 8 at our usual location, Pulaski
Heights Presbyterian Chuch,4401 Woodlawn Drive, Little Rock. Time will be 2 p.m. There was no progr:un set at press
tim€, but we'll have some lail related presentation, so come and eqjoy the fellowship.

Minutes ofprevious meetings will be forthcomin&

The address ofthe Sudace Tmnsportation Board isr Office ofthe Secretary, Case Conhol Unit, 1925 K Street, Washington
DC 20423. The STB phone mrmber for abandonment procedures (Office ofPublic Services) is: 202-565-1592.If yot)
contact them, it would be handy to use the DocketNumbers. Their Web address is: http://www.stb.dot.gov ifyou'd like the
complete
listings.

These abandonment proposals have been printed in the Fedeftrl Register or have come directly fiom the Surface
Transportation Board. They will go in effect unless one of the following occurs: 1 ) an offer of financial assistance is
received; 2) a request for public use ofthe land is received (for instarce, rails-to-trails); 3) petitions to reopen the case is
filed, Railroads, before they can file these "notices ofexemption under CFR 1152 Subpat F," must certiry that l) no local
traffic has moved over the line for at least 2 years;2) any overh€ad haffic can be routed over other lin€s; 3) no formal
complaint filed by a user is pending and; 4) environmental r€ports, historic reports, transmittal letter, newspaper
publication, and notice to governrnental agencies hav€ been met. Even though approval is granted for the railroads to
abandon, it may be months or years before track is actually taken up.

WEST VIRGINIA - CSX - To abandon 1.63 miles between m.p. CMA 0.00 at Stollings and m.p. CMA 1.63 at Fort
Branch, West Virginia. Effective June 26,2001. (STB Docket No. AB-55, Sub No. 589X, decided May 18, serv€d May 25,
2001)

AIRPORT TO RAILYARI)
(Kansat City) - The F AA's 1998 decision

to allow the old fuchards-Gebaur airpoi in
south Kansas City to become an intermodal
center for KCS Railway was upheld by a
federal court on June 11,

PIONf, ER SELLS SHORTLINE
(Alabama) - Pioneer R^ilcorp arurounced

June ll that it would sell Alabama &
Florida Railway's line b€tween Georciana,
Alabama 10 Andalusia, Alabama, a dislance
of33.9 miles. The line was sold to the Three
Notch Railroad (TNR), owned by tne Culf
& Ohio Railway in Knoxville.

TOUGHER MERGER STANDARDS
The Surfacc Transponadon Board issued

new merger rules June 1l saying that
railroads must now show increased
compelition with new mergers and add€d
safeguards against deteriontion of service.

CUMBRES & TOLTEC NEWS
The US Department of Commerce

approved an $800,000 Srant to the Cunbres
& Toltec Nanow Gauge Railroad for track
upgrades on the 64-mile line. The line was
built in 1880 as rh€ San Juan extension of
the Denver & Rio Crande W€stem Railroad
and once served mining camps in the san
Juan Mountains. Now it is a tourist line.

NDW CROSSING SYSTEM
Neslor Traffic Systems announced June

12, 2001 that it was awarded a conlract by
the staie of Florida to install and
denonsFate a grade crossing waming
system at two south Florida crossings. The
Advanced Waming Aleis for Railroad
Engineers (AWARE) system uses a video
c,rmera at crossings and sends the signal to
the cabs of approaching trains so the
engineer can see if any v€hicles arc on the
crossing well ahead of time.
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REDUCING ASSISTANCE NEEDS
According to Amtrak, it has reduced its federal operating assistance from $318 million in FYl999 to $59 in FY

2000. In the first six months ofthis year, Amtrak served I 1.3 million passengers, up 7 percent from a year earlier.
Ticket revenue was up 12.2 percent to $564 million. (Amlruk press release yia Daryl Slout)

From the May 11,2001 Kqnsas City Slar comes the following quote ftom a letter to the editor: The Star doesn't
mentionfederal expendituresfor other transportation modes (ith^d written an editorial conplailing about lrow
much Amtrak has cost over the last 30 years). It never askt "When is lnterstate 70 going to lurn a proft? Or
'' What is our rclurn on investment for the ait tlafjic cohlrol system ? The only llahsportation tpentling that seems
to rcg l.trl.y sen.l the Star into fits oJf scal self-righteousness is Amlrak furuling. - The Fe.leral govemme l
spent S3 | billion on highways lasl year alone, while Amlrak only cost 823 billion in it's 30 yeat histoty.

ARKANSAS - JACKSONVILLE - October l3 - The Third Annual Arkansas Valley Model Railroad Club
Train Show at tlre Jacksonville Community Center. Admission is $3 and it opens at l0 a.rn.

Tojoin/renew membership in the Arkansas Railroad Club (Little Rock Chapter National Railway Historical
Society), fill out the form below. Annual dues are $20 for local dues (plus $17 for the national NRHS dues if
you want tojoin the NRHS through our chapter).

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE zlP

PHONE EMAIL

Send check, made out to the Arkansas Railroad Club, PO Box 9151, North Little Rock AR 72119. Call 501-758-
1340 for more infonnation or visit us on the web at h[lflual4JBi!]{93]lbgr.9qm and click on Arkansas
Railroader . Ov email is trains@!4btaaq4ibgllqq
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This " bovine Pullman" sat beside the Grealer Litlle Rock Stock yards in the swnnel of
1962. (Gene Hull photo)

THE MISSOURJ PACIFIC BOVINE PASSENGERS

by: cene Hul.L

ln thc early 1900s, at Argenta a large livestock auclion barn was built on the north side oflhe St. Louis.
Iron MouDtaiD & Southem mainline and east ofthe spindly Main Street viaduct completed iD 1907 to
elin1inate the dangerous at-grade crossing. The old viaduct became inadequate to handle the increasing
automobile traffic in 1914 and during the next I3 years was frequ€,rtly out ofservice. Traffrc had to detour-
on Pike Avenue. The present steel-concrete viaduct was completed in 192?. The large livestock barl1 was
sort ofbelittled by the new elevated roadway rising above its roofline.

I remember many exciting Saturday afternoons at the barn-of-many-odors. For a ten-year-old boy this was
prime entertainment. My dad and I sat two or three hours at a time on €levated bleachers of 1" x l2" board
seats with no backs. Numbness crept unnoticed up to the waist, but this was only a minor inconvenience fbr
a kid mesmerized by the melodious, rhlhmic chant ofthe auctioneer with a wide-brimmed Stetson pushed
back on his head.

It was in the spring of 1930 that I was with Dad at the auction barn when he bought a mule that had a bold
US brand burned on her right hip. Sh€ was a discharged cavalry vet€ran ofthe U.S- Army during World
War L She did light plow-duty on our five-acre "farm" on Baseline Road south ofLittle Rock until she
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"gave up the ghost" in fiont of the bam one night. It sure takes a lot ofdigging to bury a mule.

The Great Depression came in 1929, Dad was laid off as a locomotive fireman for the Missouri Pacific and
our old mule helped provide us with plenty offood fiom our falm until Dad went back to work in 1934,
iust before our mule,"Uncle Sam," died.

As dre depression days began to pass, the railroad took a vigorous interest in agriculture. The Mo.P. had
various departm€nts to promote farming. The national beefprocessing plants (slaughter houses), especially
at Kansas City and Omaha, were busy supplying beeffor a hungry nation.

The 1500-closs Mikado were part ofthe Mo.Pac. stable ofwork horses in lhe 1940s. To
the right ofthe smokebox is another "ghost" ofthe railroad - a stock loading chule.
(Photo i Mo.Pac. yard at Notth Liule Rock, Arkansas, 1947 by Gene Hull)

'lhc big auction barn was adjacent to the Mo.P. giving direct access to Kansas City. North Littlc Rock was
in the center ofa beefgrowing area. As a natural evolution, a large livestock iDdustry look rcot thcre. l1
was a new social and economic aspect oflift for the city and the railroad.

'lhc Missouri Pacific conceived the idea ofa large stockyard for receiving and shipping livestock. The idea
was greeted enthusiastically by the people ofLitlle Rock and North Liftle Rock. There would be I3
receiving pens, each 8 x 16 feet; 24 classification pens l6 x 6 feet for cows and calves; 88 pens 8 x l6 lbr
hogs and shcep; two pens for vaccination and dipping; four large cattle pens 16 x 32 feet; and six large
pensl6xS2feetforhogs.Theentirestocl(yardmeasuredl25x282feet,almostaslargeasafootball
ficld. Also, there was a frame administration building 66 x 42 feet.

The GREATER LITTLE ROCK STOCK YARDS was completed in late January 1938. Mounted on the
roofofthe lo[g, covered center runway was an identifoing sign with a bright red Missouri Pacific
"Buzzsaw" emblem. The entire arrangement ofpens had concrete floors with a network ofdrains (a
moderu environmentalist's nightmare). The pens were built ofyellow pine fences with sturdy white oak
posts. About one acre was under a shed with galvanized metal roof.

Thus was introduced $2 million-a-year n€w era oflivestock production and distribution. It also was an
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incentive for the raising ofbetler quality Iivestock by the looal stockmen and farmer. It was a yeaFround
competitive market.

In 1962, twanty-Jiur yeurs ufirr (rnslruction, lhe I1o.P. stock yakl ra:; in dcclina. lt hul
uht) t ds trr ly pqssengeLt d:i thc Union Stutiotl. (Gene Hull phont)

' Ib celcbralo thc opeDiDg of lhe Jlc i l i ly (here was a parAdc wi lh appropria(c p gcf lntry.  This bcgaI l l  l0:00
lr .nr I  Fcbnrafy 1938 on Main Slrcct in Li t t le l {ock aDd crossed Main Street br idge and procccdld up
\1. in Strcct in North Li l t lc Rock 10 lhc stockyard..  1hc prograrn began thcrc r t  I  l  :30 a.m.

A l l c i l y o f f i c i a l s . c x c c p l f i r c a n d p o l i c e d c p a d r n c r t s , a n d s c h o o l s r v e r c c l o s e d l b r t h c d l l ) ' M l \ o l
Leo Mcl-aughl in ofHot SpriDgs nd Mayor Ross Lawhon ofNonh Li t t lc l tock were 1o r idc bueking
horscs. OD n wcl l -decorated lruck was the Missouri  Paci i lc Shops BaDd playiDg cont inuously duri l rg 1h.
parade. Al l  this was wel l  calculatcd publ ic relat ions by tho rai l road.

Also in thc prradc wcrc trucks ol-oomrnission companics (caft le buyers),  which had establ ished ol l iees in
the adnirr is l rat ior bui lding. Aftcr$,ard, there lvere pol i t icalspeeches ofcoursc.

As a fillirrg climax several hundred hcad ofcatlle, hogs and shcep were rnloaded for a very spirilo(l
auclior. Livestock auctions werc hcld here for many years. Slatled, open-air stockcan filled the lmcl'
adjacent 1(r thc pcns for loading and unloading.

Thc railroad cxperienced:r great dcal oftrouble with transporting the trains oi Iivestock. Aboul cvcr',! l2
hours they hAd to b€ unloaded fbf fced and water. Trucks began to syphon ofTthc business. Railro:rd slock
lrains began to decline and the stockyard disappeared.

It sure was exciting while it lasted. -6?
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MISSOURI PACIFIC LINES - A CORPORATE HISTORY - Part 24 (Gene Hulll 
'

hrclE8od Linos

{.ho also Fovid,ed for the constiqctlon of th€ Itne, vhjch \?as coi[lleted October'
dt, rgO+. Ihe lotter co)4)ony elso operotqd tho llne as o subdidiaiy corporation
irnttl fo!n!}uy ltuich.ased by doed datod. Sept@b€r 1r 1909' elocut€d alldl aclqxM-

ledg€d otl behalf of tho glantor F€bnary 21 1910, cnd on behelf of tbe gEaDt€e
.!'ehuory 9r 1910. After thls trqusactlo! the olgstdzatlon of th€ tr'sll]lelvll1e
ind SoutherD Rallro1d. coreany vas no Lorgel naLutoined and ceased to exlst.

Tennlnl: !'!on q.3. oolmectlon vl.th ltronroo 3r'cnch at l,it!o, LouisiaDa, to end
.  o f  t l dck  c t  ! ' s rne rv l l Le ,  Lo l r l 6 to !8 .  u lXe4$  . ' . . . . ' . . ' , . . . . . . .  22 .69

@

Itrcolporctedl by articles of assoclatlon fll€d in the offlce of, tho
S€cretcly of State of llrlconsad, AprlL 15, 1903, und6! the gBrl€r'cl lallrood. lovs
of that 8tcto. Ihl.s conlI)any ng,s olganlrealr tts stoct oYrnod byr and tts 1lr€ ot
rood built flr.th honey furnish€a by th€ lron Iountain ConpanJr, and thet oorq)at\y
o:perat€d the property by vlrtu€ of stook oEerehip lxntll fornclly IDtchasod by
doed dlted. Septornber 1., 1909, ereout€d and achlotlodgEd on b6)DXf of the glaltor
lebruary 21 1910, and otr behalf of the Sronteo Febnrtry 91 1910. cor$trqctign
wsd c.firtrtt€ied in 1908. After tbe fot!.d traasfer of the Propolty the ortardzatlol
vas no lolgs! rBintah€A atd oaaoed to exlst.

!o!:di!11: Plorn 1L3.
. d.epot to

of eart 169 vn|e corEroctlo[ 1.17 Dtles east of Fot 3p!1D88
end of traqk qt Oak lqra roce tlscts (kroru as tro4llatld Sttrfll'

t t l l e a g e  . . . , , , . . .  ,  r  .  r  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  '  .  !  !  r  .

@

20. Cutdon aad, Fort SElth Rallroadr

Inoorpolatod by ortloles of asBociatio! flled. in the offioo of the
Secretory of Stdto of !.r}@nBaE, Jurg 11, 1900, unaer tho 89!erc1 roilroail 1av6
of that Stote. fh€ cor&aly vss organlzed aid Btock ovEod !y the Gr4ysou-l{oleoa
lullter coEtrbr\y. lhe lron ltourtaln Cc.q)ony acquir€d o t@Jority of thg capttDl
stock in L905 and conDleted the consttuction of the 1L!re flon A'ltolne to Cad.do
OaI, I June 30, 1907. The roadl vas operat€d. by the Iron llountaln until forEally
prchosetl by deed dotod Septenbe! 1. 1909, ox€cuted snd. acloloiirl edged on behall of
the granto!, Febluary 2, 1910, and. on lel|elf of the glonto€ Febluery 91 19Io.
llh6 olgenizotion of ths G. & Ft.S. B.R, vas no loDgg! BElntainedl onai ceagefl to
Gx ls t ,

T€rnlnl: Froxo u,3. at G, & Ft.S. co:mection 0.60 rnile eqlt of Altoine to o poturt
1484 feet south of south I{.8. of houoe tlack ct Codio Go! (Joltrtng th€
lal ls of th€ G. & tr.t .S.N. Ry.), 33.€7 Ellesi ord. f t@1 closslng of t tatn
ltDe of St.L1.lr.& S' Ry. 0.6 rD116 north of o€ntor of GuraoD A€pot to
ool8eotlon vlth rtloln 1ln€ (lo1orm 6s I'Guliloa s!u.!r' ,' 1.24 tlllesi a

. . . . . . 55 .11! e ! { r  r f rEu6 !
6 - @

Notes- !{tleagB of t,1iD line ls shoiD olr Eap as 94.39, due to lemeosu!€@ltt of

L914 (Soo Ch4pter V., 'totbor utlscgo ohalgos! ).

L51
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21. Gurdon and Fort Sllttll Northora Rolltrcy Collpat\vt

Incolporateal unaler tls gen€lal r|oll.rood. 1a&7s of Alkrnsas by ottloLes of
a9sociatlon filed in the offloe of the Secrotdly of Stater croh 17, 1905. Ihg
qohpany \?as org.rnized and sto9k 6/nod. by the IlOn Mountcln Corllaby, vho eLso
qoDstlucteal tho line cnd otrrroted tho sane uatil fol.nally purc.Lased !y deed. datod.
SePtetiber 1, L909r o.scuted and. ccXrlov/l.edged. on behaLf of th€ glantor Febnraly
2r 1910. atd. on behalf of tl8 Brorltoo !'6brua!y 91 1910. the organizatlon was
thelecfter no l"onger rlltDtcllled. andl c€osed. to er1Et. Const!l]ction vas oqrel-eted
Jchucry 1, 1908.

Teln]Ifll: lron o polnt 1484 fsot south of south H,3. of house trook at CadAo oap
(Jotnin6 t le rr. l ls of the C. &f' t .S. R.R,) to eDd of t laok at WonbLe.
l l l l eogo  . . .  .  . .  .  .  "  .  . . .  ,  . ,  . .  , . .  3 . 74

el'a'r-}_ai@r@1edm.<!--far|3[gf<4

22. f ierr ln Rellvort

Incor?oretcal !7 arttoles of lncorpolctlon fl1ed in the offlce of the
Secretcry of State of lllinots, Ucy 23, 1903, und€r the genelal rcllroad l,rrrs of
that State. The conpany v:is organized, its stock o\_Jlreal andl its line of lold
constnlctetl by the Iaon ounteh Coropsnyr vho rLso opelateat thg liao by vtrtue
of stock onDot'ship ulttL foDtr31ly ]rrches€d by d€ed doted SepteEbe! 1, 1909, crd
executed cnal aclglovled.ged !'obruary 2, 1910. Afte! th16 convel'ance th€ orgonlz!-
tlon of the Hetlia Rallray vas lro long6r D&tntallrgd altl ceased to oxi6t. Con-
stmction ooldpLeted Fetruory 1. 1904.

lerrdlnl: FrorD 1{.!. coineotlon vlth East f}d Wedt llanch 345 feet €a6t of center
of depot ot Du6h to o codootion vlth the tracks of the Bl.g !0qd.dy Coal
& fron co. (shaft No. 7) on "Herrln south 8pr1!, ' t  0.13 nlIe eaet of
f 'C .3 .  codFo t l on " .  U l19cg6  .  ,  ,  .  ,  .  ,  .  .  .  . . , . . , . , . 7 , 72

@

23. Herrln cnd Johnston City Rollvav CofiIony:

Incorporatod unde! t lo gcnerol lal lroad lavs of I1I i t1oi6 by alt j .oles of
lncorporotloD ft led in the off loa of the Seclotory of State, SepteElber e2r 1905.
Tl€ compc,ny \'r'cs organizetl and tts gtock ormed by the Iron Mountcin Coneony, vho
clso constructeal the llne, conplettrg sche JuIy 1, 1907, and operatod. ths propelty
untll fomaLly pqlchased by d.eed dotod Sopt€bbe! 1, 1909, cnd executedl oldl ocik-
bovledged Fetruary 2, 1910. After this convel,"nco the orgcnization of the Helrln
& Johnston Clty Ry.Co. vas no lo!!ge! ttlalntclned ond ceogeal to exist.

lernhlt Frorn H.3. connection vl.th Hclrin Eroncb at Chalk Jwrctlon 0.47 hI1o
south of t'C.!. CorJt€cttolrr to elta of trc,ck Just north of coDeotlon to
Ilol lcnd ]r lne near Jol}r lstott City, I l l inoi8. LIt lsege ...  . .  . .  . . . . . .  3.86

@
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Ptr}ch,lsodl LiDes

Thls compal1y vrs incorpolatcd under the genercl raLlIocd 14vs of rirlaDsas
by art lcles of assoolctton ft led 1n the off ice of the SecretarT of Steto, Novemler
29, 1885, ondl cjDettaled articles filed Mcrch 15, 1890. The col[trra:\y \7as oLso in-
corporeted unCer the gBleraL r:lhocd Ia\1s of l{anses by ortlcles of associction
fl lod in the off ice of the Secretary of State, Novonrber ?1, L889. - i \ tr sct of
Congloss, approved. June 1, 1886 (U.S. Stats, et l ,argB, yoluEe e4, p. 75), g"cnted
,: rlght of \?cyr vith the right to maintain a telegraph aDd toLephone 1lne, through
tlre Indlan Tei'ritoty fr.d a point at or nea! Ft.Smith, .[r]qtrses, ln s lo)atbresterly
dllectlolr to a point on the northeln boundary lin€ of the ferrltory bc hleen the
AFkatrsas Rlve! In Cowley County andl the Caney River ln OrautaEqua oouilty, Karsesl
vlth the riglt to construct a brancl fron th€ rnaln line to & polnt in o! near
qOffeyvi l le. Kansas.

.Ln ect of Congloss, alryroveal lrarch L5, L090 (U.S. Stat8, et Lar8c, Volw.!
26t p, 21lt grarlted tho colnpany pernission to construct a rallday, \?aggn arld foot
!r'1d86 over the Arl€.Dsss 8lver at or nea! Fort Shlth, lfkansas.

An aot of CoEg?edsr alrprovea February-24, 1891 (U.S. Stats. at large,
volrrrlo 26, p. 7831,, autltortzed thls corq)any to constrir.ct adaltiolal tlues of
lailvrayr (1) Frqlo Wag.llor v€stvaldlly anil uor.throstwardlly tbougtt cE nca! Cuthtle
eld thtough o! D,sa! tlo I'ort Sulply nllitaly r€servattoa to tbo $eBteft boundary
line of th€. lelrLtorTi .(21 from th6 }!ost sqltable poiDt on the li'r€ tlrrs do6o!.1boa
lb e south?est.,r'1y iulection through o! .near OklahqDs Cr.ty.ald tbrough or uea! tlto
qolt Serro Dilltaly !€oergation to a poiDt on the vestern bouJdsry ltne of thc

. tserlttory south of th9 Ca,ladia! Rlyoli and. (3) frolo the rnost practlcsblo point
on the Daln line at or acar trort eiboon tho[co ln a southvregtgtly dircctlon thrdugtr
the oh8rokeer Cleek. Choctav or Chickasaw coqrtrt€s, eithe! o! all of theiD, to a
polnt on t}Ie southem louid.ary line af th6 Telrltory. None of tbe tlu.eo flaDch1scs
bc,ntlon€tl ID thl.s para$4ph n;rc cvcr utillzod by tirls oorya,4y. 

'

Although claltergd to bul1d its line to Coffcwlllor tran6as. lt ras fout d
necesBary to fonn a sepalete corpolatlon for t}at palt of tbc ltDe ia the State
of Xanses, as tbe :ai?s of that Statc do not grant to forolgrr corpolations the
light to exelcisc elohcNrt alonaln !/1thin the State. Aooord.Lngly the directors of
thls oolnpalry orgaDizeal anil incorporatcd

fhc l(ansa6 anfl AllcallEas Vallcy Ratlroad Corpany utlde! thc gcaolal lailroad
la\'/s of Karsag and ftlca their articLos of asEociation 1n the offloo of thc
Socrotary of Statc of Kansasr Novorobc! 13, 1888. 3y indenture datod January 10,
1890, thc lalboad., propolty and flaDchiscs of thls coEpa!$r yrorc convoycd to the
Kansas & ArLansas Vallcy Railvay.

Tbo lirio of rallroaa of thc Fansas & Arkanaas Va11oy Ra.tlvay, lnclualing
also that of tho Rallloaal Co}rlarly. iTas constnrctoa by tho St.toui6. Iron llountaln
attl Southcrn Ralkay Coropary, ln lEJrnont of rithlol tlE latter coJrrlsly acgulrod
tho oapital stock of tho (. & A.V. By.



hrlohadea !fues

0n Ja[uary 1, 1890, thc propelty af the I(. & A.V. ny., fron Van luIen to
the KaBsas-Indlab gcrlltory 11!e, ana tts Fort Shlth 3!anch, ri/ele leaseal to tbe
L.E- a Ft.s. Ry, for folty years (seo lago 82), vhich in tu}n rras leased to t-he
Ilbrt Mountain bonrpany. tirii rease ara-uit lriciude the Rallload conpany (in irlnsas ),
tlst lart of tho llne not yet having been acquireil by the RaiXiTay, This 1IDe,
hoyevcr, vas opcrated by the Iron llountaln Coreany !y vlrtqe of €irook ovn€lsh:p
of the (. & tr.V, Ry., lts ol?ne!. No forntal leage i?as riado, bit an annual lentaX
olarge \',las set up olr the books of the oompenles. 9hus the Iron llolrlltaln conpany
opelated tle entiro 1in€ froh Van Suren to Coffey{'iLle aad the Folt Smith Brancb.

!y d.ecd datod Scpternbcr 1, 1909, aud exocutctl ard aclotovleclged tr'ebruary 2'
1910, all tho propelty, rights aad flalchises of this cornpany verc soLtl to the
S.t.louis, Iron ilountain anil Souirhern Rallway C o|Dl)any.

Sqbscqucntly, by dccd datcd Scpternber 1, 1909, and exccut^d and acknovJledged
tr'elluaty 91 1910, thc Iron l,,lountain conveyod th.at p&!t of tho l-inc in Kansas fon@r1y
bolonging to The I{. & .ii.V. Railroad Conpaqr" to fho L,llssouri Paciflc Railrvay Conrlalry
(See pags 50,.

The organlzation of the E,& A.y. Ry. ls st iLl nalntained. for purpoaes of
l i t igation.

Construction

!y the X.& A.V. RY. r

. Floll
Date

Conpl€tod l.[11o6

Vaa 3ur€t1
FoIt SDith TracFs
Ve"dlglls Rivet

-Wagdno!
Fort Shtth lrldge
Cherokee Jct.

Wagone!

Kansas-Indiaa !ert.l,lno
Ve!digris Riv6r

N.Co1m. Ft.Sbith Slldg€

B-15-88
4J5-89

11Jt-89

1- 1-90
4- 9-90

89.04

0.61.

Ka[sas-Indian lerr.! ine Coffewil le
West- leg of vye at Coffeyvi l le

fotat mll-eage of K. &

t-=i

! ' t  o,64

fet.tni l l l r  (aJ ! 'rom St,!.& S.I. crossing at Van 3u!ea to H.3. oonnection vith main
l- ine 'r l t .& A.U. Junct ion" at Coffeyvi l le, 164.# ni lesj (b) vest leg of
wye at Coffewil le, 0.20 mil.e; (c) frolo y/est E,B, connection lr i th naln
line at Cherokee (nov Greemirooal) Jot. to oklahona-Aikalsas state l-ine
at Ft.Smith, 4.32 milesi (d) thence to olal Arkansas-Indian Cerrltory
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F*cls6ed Llnes

,r ,e rerrs of Greehvood Bralch -  See pagp 71),  1.17 nl les;
{e) f rorn }1.8, connect lo!  rr i th rnain l ine on N. i_iye to old r l l lansas-
hdlal l  lerr lLor 'y l ine, 0.06 ml le;  { f )  east Leg of rTye at Grce11r, .()oal
Junct ion, 0.18 mi lei  (g) south l -eg of \ ' /ye to r \rkansas-Oklahona l lne,

. . . , . . . . .  1 ? 0 . 6 4

\o\o\\n\aoqo^f3v\g\lieN \I\ ^{}Ense\ ryoll{l i!\ohi\dho{\ cqJr1ii\.e\ j n.(a\sas,

\\\\-\o\. \ \ N3\ \4\ \n* t}i -1b\) 
\ai'(+ 15o\ d.| 1lr4;-ri) .r55,\{f )\1.s\

r\\  N2\ 08 )\ ' l  sd.

25. Li i t le i lock and Hot Sprlngs l lestern Rallroad ConFany:

The l,1tt1e Rock, Hot Sprlngs arld !pIg! nail . \ /ay \ ' ;as incorlorated urrder the
ScDeral Icl lroad fa\/s of ^d<a.usas by art icles of orBanization f i led in the off ice
of thc iccrctary of Statc, Deqernbcr 11, 1893. This conpany \ ' /as autl 'rorizcd 1jo
corrs i iruct a ] 'ci lroa(i fron l, i t t le Rock to l{ot Slr ings, .,r}crn:a5, lhrouGh the
Coll)f i lcs ot Rllasl( i ,  Saline and 6arland. ?hey l jraded the l inc frctr Benion to
l iot ; jpr11rgs ax.l  constnrctcd aboulj  four rr lcs uf IJi lro3d, Ircni l l€nton \/est to a
loir l t  Dear thc Saline River, v}lch yres corol leted about 1897.

On Fcbiuary 26, 1896, ?hon:as Johnson anA l l3ns lJansen f i led a suit ln the
Uritcd Statcs Cilcuit Court fo! tho l irestern Dlvislon of the Eastern Dlstr ' ict of
-/!r l .€nsas, for the recovery of a ooltaln ihdobtedrless duc t len, and on l. lay 28,
1898, the court lcndoled a declee for th6 saLe of the road. The pro?elty, l lghtp
and franchlses vcre sold on Jerruary 24, 1899, to S.lV. Fordyce and deed. by Charlos
{. Colenan, S!€claL l. taste! in Clanoery, to Thorqs I{. \?est, asslgreor as Trtstee
of the purchaser.

lordyce ald his asgoclates !eorganizoal the company urdcr the provislons
of Sectiors 6185, 6186 and6187, Sandels & Hil ls Digesl, of thc Statutes of
Irkansas! and f i led. theb alt iclos of organization in tho off ice of tho secletary
of Stato, July 19r L899, taklng tho ,arF

Litt lc Roclc and Hot SprinRs l iestern Rallroad Conpany. thls co)rpany thcn
lro.ceded to comlrlcte the const&ction of thc l ine fron the enal of track nea!
t]1c Salinc Rivcr to IIot Springs srd lYon Bcntor to t i  connection vlth the C.0. & G.
F .n .  r ' ca r  Lh  .ou thFrn  .L i rn i t s  o f  t i t t l c  Rock ,  conF l " t cd  1n  1099 i  a  to to l  n i l cage
{ i nc l ua ine  t ha t  l o r t i on  bu i l t  by  ! .R ,H .S .e  ? .  ny .  )  o f  . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . .  55 .87

Thc Iron i iountain Company acquired a n.r jori tJ'  of the capital stock ir1
i . f t cnbe r ,  1v01 ,  and  i nmed ia te l ) ' ,  on  sep tenbc r  20 ,  1901 ,  t he  1 , . i .&  H .s , ! r ' .  ! "R .  Co ,
er:ecutca, a lesse to the Chocta\/,  Okl,ahona and CulI Railroad co, covering ihat
fort icr of the ]1nc fronx a pornt 50 foct north of the intersection of south r ' ight
of r,ay l ine of the 1,.R. e I{,S.\ i ' ,  R.R. vith the north r ight of rTay l lne of the
C.0. & C. R.R" at Berton to th€ C.0,& G. connection at l , i t t le Rock.

The l ine iron t le poht above-mentioned at Benton to the ehd of track at
rorth l ine of Denton Street at Hot Springs, \ras operated as a subsicl iary l ire bv
the Irorl r- lountain conpany bi,- virtue of stock ormershi! unti l  fornally purchaseal
by deed dateai Septenber 9, 1909, eyecuted aad aclolovledl8ed I 'ebtuary 2, 1910;
t ] 1e  l l i l eage  o f  t he  po r t i on  t hus  acqu i red  be in8  , . . . . , , . . , . . ' . . . . . . . , . , . . . ,  31 .09
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Booneville's Rock Island Depot - an obituary
by Bill Pollard

Railroad stations in Arkansas are an endangered species. The loss due to fire ofthe
historic Booneville station on Monday dght, May 28, 2001, serves as yet another reminder that,
unless we take action, our heritage is vanishing. The Rock Island station in Booneville was
arguably the most unique ofall the surviving train stations in Arkansas, both because ofits
uousual architecture and because of its original history as a railroad eating house.

In the days before all drrough passenger tlains had dining cars, the railroads rnade
contracts to have food provided at specific stations, and passenger trains would make a brief
meal stop to allow passengers to detrain and eat. The Harvey Houses, the most famous ofthese
trackside dining rooms, were operated by the F[ed Harvey Company throughout the Southwest,
providing elegant dining and quality food for hungry travelers along the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Raihoad. Because ofthe success ofthc Harvey Houses, other railroads such as the
Rock Island noved quickly to develop theh own system ofmilroad eating houses.

The Jol J. Grier Hotel Conpany obtained the franclrise to operate eating houses along
the Rock lsland, and numerous restaurants! lunch rooms, and hotels were built begilning in
1907. During the latter part of 1910, a new Griel eating house opened in Booneville, a unique
Spanish mission style structure designed by the Rock Island's architectural engineer in Chicago,
A.T. Flawk. The east end o1'the structure contained an elaborate dining room seating 50, while
the west end contai ed a lunch room which would seat 34 pattons in revolving chairs along the
counter. A kitchen, bake shop, ice box and conrmissary rooms were located in a rear additiorl to
the building.

A wide porch surrounded three sides ofthc new structure, with the porch roofsupported
by columns built ofgranite boulders. The main entrance from traokside was through a bay which
contained the cashier's stand, with a sliding door scparating the dining room from the lunch
room. The walls ofthe diuing rconr were finished to resemble Caen stone. Four sets olFrcnch
style windows opened onto the trackside veraDda to provide additional light and ventilation. An
unusual arclred ceiling was subdivided by cross beams, and at each end ofthe building a large oil
painting extended across the upperpart ofthe wall forthe width ofthe building. Tables, chairs,
and sideboards were constructed ofArkansas gum grown in the Booneville vicinity and shipped
to Crand Rapids, Michigan for manufacture i!1to furniture. The Iloor was vamished white naple,
and a dark oak finish with stenciled designs acccntcd the lunch room. Both tlre dining room and
lunch roonr were equipped with the finest Burley German clrina, Gorham silver, and special
order lrish table linens.

Because ofthe demand for faster train schedules, railroads began adding dining cars to
their premier trains to eliminate the delay caused by stopping at tfackside eating houses for
meals. As dining cars were added to the Rock Island passenger trains through Booneville, the
Booneville dirring loom was closed in favor of lunch countel service about 1925, arrd tJre lunch
counter itselfwas closed in September 1936. In | 944, the Rock Isla:rd began renodeling the old
eating house, converting it into Booneville's new passenger station, which opened on January 5,
1945. Following this shift of railroad operations into the fomer eating house, the original
Booneville depot - a two story wood structure located west ofthe eating house - was dismantled.

In 1953, the Rock Island began opefating the "Brdd Car," a selfpropelled passenger car
containing locomotive, railway post olfice and coach, all in one car. These cars, opemting
betweer Memphis, Little Rock, Booneville, Oklahoma City and Ama llo, picked up box hmches
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at Booneville. The conductor would take orders fiom passengers while the car was still an hour
or more away, then deliver the orde$ to one ofthe downline station agents who would telegraph
Booneville with the sandwich orders for the day. When the train reached Booneville, the box
lunches were ready and were loaded aboard the car for passengers to eat en route.

Unfortunately, the once mighty Rock Island Railroad was destined to fulfill the phmse
from one of Willie Nelson's moumftll songs "...the railroads are dying...." The ruique Budd
cars, operating on the longest loute in the nation for this tlpe ofequipmeflt, were discontinued in
August 1964. OnNovember 10, 1967, the night passenger trains were discontinued, ending a
tradition ofpassenger ftain seruice to Booneville which had started ir 1899. Tracks which had
once canied the C&octdrr Rocket, first streamlined diesel passenger tlain to ever serye Atkansas,
were allowed to deteriomte until freight trains were forced to creep along at 15 or 20 miles per
hour. Finally, at 3: l5am on March 30, 1980, the last Rock Island freight Sain slowly pulled
away from the Booneville depot, bound for El Reno, Oklahoma, and oblivion.

The Rock Island tracks were dismanlled in 1985, a traumatic failurc to preserve an
important component ofour transportation system; a failure that is still distressing to anyone
concerned with the industrial development ofwestem Arkansas. Through all ofthese changes,
the Booneville depot survived, albeit neglected. The Arkansas Historic Preservatiol Program
nominated Booneville's Rock lsland depot to the National Register ofHistoric Places in the
early 1990s, and in 1993 produced a comprehensive study, Back on Traok - A Guide to New
Uses for Old Deoots. This study featured extensive architectural surveys ofthe Booneville
depot, and proposed a renovation ofthe structure into the City Hall, Chamber ofCommerce
office and a large public meeting room. According to the architect performing the study, "ifthis
structure is restored, the citizens ofBooneville will have an architectural trcasure."

ln the introduction to Back on Tlack, it is noted that depots were rapidly disappearing.
"ln many cases it is because ofneglect: though the railroads built the depots to last, many have
been abandoned for decades and the elements and lack of care have taken their toll. Vandalism
is another factor in the deterioration ofrailroad depots. In other cases, the structures have been
demolished by the railroad oompanies or other owners ofthe buildings. The continued loss of
these buildings, which represent a time ofbooming groMh when progress roared into Arkansas
on twin steel rails, is a tragedy. This guide to renovating and reusing historic railroad depots
seeks to help end that tragedy in Arkansas and elsewhere."

Time ran out for the 91-year old Booneville depot when fire consumed the last tangible
evidence of a railroad that had once fueled much ofthe €conomic growth in the city of
Booneville. Due to Booleville's position as a division point where tiain crews ended their runs,
the town enjoyed the economic hnefits ofa large railroad payroll beginning in the early days of
the twentieth century and continuing into the 1950s or later. The Rock Island payroll hought
business groMh, just as the presence ofthe raihoad brought industrial development Now,
twenty one years after the untimely demise ofthe Rock Island Raihoad, it seems that ev€n the
memory ofBooneville's historical ties with the railroad are disappearing, along with the depot.

Dr. Bilt Potlad, a Conway ilenisr, has u,ritten nunerous alicles on the history ofthe Rock Island Raiboad in
Arkansos. He also senes a! a consu ant/or Antrakl !!!g-E!glg passekger train toute through A*ansas
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Th$e phoros are ofthe 9l-y$r old Rock [sland depot in Booneville, Arkansas tlat bumed th€ dght of May 28, 2001, Mernorial
Day. Ii wa$rt put out lmtil early morning ofMay 29. The depot was a i900 Spadsh Mission-style depot that ras placed on the
National Register ofHistoric Places in 1992. There lras talk for years about doing something with the building, bul nothing was ever
accomplished ll had been a Rock Island crew base llltil the Rock went bankrupt in | 980.

According to the editor of rtrc Boonet i e DemocraL Glenn M. Panish (\\fio I ialked to), arson is suspected since there were two
orher tues on the same block that night. The photos were taken by me on Wednesday, hme 6,2001. Ken Ziegenbein)
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The Iast three piclurcs show tlrc rcmaining crossing signals thal usc(l to protcol t \ \o tracks ofthc Rock Island
(t|acks lekcn Lrp over l5 years ago) ar Belvi l lc. Arkallsas al ld the Litt le Rock & Western locomotive sl)ops at
Pcny. Taken on June 6.2001.
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