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LITTLE ROCK CHAPTER
NATIONAL RAILWAY HISTORICAL BOCIETY

VOLUNE 9@ NUMEER 6 JUNE 1978
NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION, SEND EXCHANGE NEWS LETTEAS AND OTHER COMMUNICATIONS TO TS
EDITCR AT 5007 HAWTHORNE RD. LITTLE ROCK AR, 72207. VISITGRS WELCOME AT ALL MEETINGS.

I believe that I remember what all of you look like--gorry had tc miss another meeting
but a certain grandson gradusated from high school in the clty across the Miesissippl
from Arkansas and he was insistent that I be there, which I was, 1 most certainly
will be at the June meeting. At this writing do not know what our program will be
or whether or not we will meet at the MOP building or et our club house. Before
this comes to an end hope to be able to tell jou. N

On June 13th end 14th the Big One will be here again--none other then Ringling Bros.
Barnum & Bailey.Circus with 38 cars full of circus delights. At thls time do not
know schedule, etc, or whether Hlue Unit or Red Unit,

Attention yous shutter bugs who might be heading into the state of Oklahoma thie- '~ -

summers The Business Section of the TULSA WORLD, Tulse, Oklahoma for April 9th, -

announces that the following lines of railroad in that state have either been

approved for abandonment since February, 1976, potentially subject to abandomment

within three years and others under study for possible abandonment at a leter dates
ME&T - Bartesvilie to Tulsa

" . N, McAlester to Biship The Pokeau to Hugo line is interesting
m - Altus to Red River in that 1t would seem this would cut
MP - Barnsdall to Pawhuska that sogthern part of the Frisco running
* - Tulsa to Barnsdall out of Fort smith, The KCS now uses
ATSF - Curting to Shawnee Frisco from Fotesu to Fort Smith, Will
" - ardmore to Ringling-Healdton KCS purchase this part of the Frisco??
v . Qlinton to Texas border This line contains the only tunnel in.
n . Yaynoks to Buffalo oy the state of Oklahoms, All railrolds
RI -~ West of Enid ¥ are anxious to -abandon unprofitable
SLSF - Poteau to Hugo = branch lines and some main lines as well.
FSVE - Coal (reek to McCurtain =~ . Arkansag also has its share of low revenue
ARW -~ Heavener to Bates, ark, branch lines,

Congratulations are in order for cne of our good out of state members; Wayne Porter
of the Friseo Mechsnical Department at Hugo, (klahoms has been nemed Safety Offlcer-
Mechanieal Shops, Hesdjuarters, Springfield, Mo. Wish you could visit us sometime
Wayne and we wish you the best.

what Most Reilroads Dream Of---To be akle to operate a railroad like the Florida East
Coast with 125 car freights with no ceboose and & two mén crew, Also, some switchers
are operated by remote control, no crew on them at all, This might happen someday
but if it does it will be a long, long time coming,

At part of Natienal Transportation week in Msy, The "Queen", AFT 4449 was on display
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in Portland, Oregon May 19-20, Also, AFG hogger, Doyle McCormack was on hand to
answer questions on the engine and provide security, (MRHS NEWS EXTRA)

NEW HEAD MAN FOR AMTRAK: Alan 5. Boyd who was the first U.S. Secretary of Tranapor-
tation and formerly president of the Illinois Ceatral Gulf Railroad was elected

the new president and chief executive officer of Amtrak on April 25th. MNr. Boyd
will succeed Pauli H, Reistrup end will take office on June 1, 1978, We wonder if
change of leadership will improve Amtrak any? It remains to be seen, Also, will

our state lose the INTER-AMERICAN; thia also is another sixty four thousand dollar
question, With no Arksnsas congressional support since the death of late Senator
John McGlellan its very doubtfill. The INTER-AMERICAN route as well as several
others which were scheduled to get the axe have been frogzen Ly Congress for an
indefinite length of time., we rail buffs naturaliy-woudd like to keep the tralny  —
however our Uncle Sammie is not going to run trains for the benefit of rail buffs,
If by chance the train continues to operete we trust that some improvements will

be made,

This newsletter seldom if ever is used”to sell or trade R.R. ltems; however as the
old saying goes, "Nothing Asked, Nothing Gained", so here goess Wanteds; by your
Edltoxrg

1. SSW (Cotton Belt) public timetables, sny issue, for years 1932, 33 and 34,
2. MKET (KATY) diring car menu, If any of you have or know where I might obtain
any of the altove plesse write or call me, Will offer fair price,

The date set for our annual piecnic 1s July Bth and will be held at Harry Coonley's
WHISTLE STOF RANCH located out Hlghwey 10 near Perryvilie, fArk. It will be to jour
gdvantage to see Harry's abode as it is & real reilroad "Goodie" place. More on
this as well as directions to the ranch will be in the July newslstter, FPlease

mark your calendar accordingly.

Another WHISTLE STOP RANCH 1s featured in the Spring, 1978 issue of TEXAS RAILWAYS.
The article is in color and features a story and photos of Mr, B.B. Garrett's WHISTLE
STCP RANCH which is located about eight miles south of Tyler, Texas (Post 0ffice
Flint, Texas). If you happen to be in Tyler or vicinity call Mr, Garrett and he will
be happy to glve you & tour of this famous ranch. Your editor can vouch for it since
he was there in 197. Bryan Garrett is e Cotton Belt official and long time personal
TrIend of your editor. = i

Page 3 of tidis newsletter contains an amateur writing effort by your editor estitled,
"Reilroad Train wWatching in Steam Days at Moberly". Mobterly, Mo, is & city of some
13 to 14 thousand population and was formerly a division point on the WABASH R.R.

Its still a divislon polnt on the N&W which line still uses the old passenger station
for Moberly Division operating personnal, The south end of the station which was
formerly the baggsge room 1s now used to house the WWEASH MUSEUM. The MOEERLY
MONITOR INDEX AND EVENING DEMOCRAT ran it in their issue of January 10, 1977. Hope
you like 1it, .
B Pt 0 T B B HRE 0 PE  AEDL 46 B

JUNE PROGRAM

The program for June will really not be a program but will be a "Work Dey" ai our

club house on River Rosd in North Little Rock, Date is Sunday, June llth and come
about 1 or 1:30 PM with work clothes, trooms and mops for & clean up sesslon, There
widl also be a short business meeting after which we will listen to train sound recor-
dings so, bring eny sound recordings you might bave, Understand stero equipment will
be furnished, All membera are needed to put our ¢lub house in order., See you én

June 1lth,

Bill Merck - Bditor
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FHOM: MOEERLY MONITCR IADEX AND EVENING DEMCCHAT JANUARY 10, 1977

RAILROAD THAIN WATCHING IN STEAM DAYS AT MUEFRLY
By: W.Aa. (Bill) Merck

As a train buff all of my life and now & retirsd railroesder, I lock back and
find that some of the happiest days of my life as & young boy and later as a
teenager were spent watching trains arrive and depart st the wWabash station
et Moberly. The city was my birthplace and I siways made at least one trip
per year to the city to visit my many relativsa. My grandmother's house at
110 South Clark Street was only one block from the station and meny's the
time my relatives accused me of spending more time watching the trains than
I did visiting them, which was partly true.

In the twenties and thirties Moberly w's truly a train wetcher's paradise.
Some 22 passenger trains arrived and ¢ epsrted from that city; some were
through trsins, others originated an¢ terminated there, The line fanned
out in all directlons fram Moberly;-one-line going to St. Louls, one to
Kansas City, one to Des Moines, Iowe &nd another to, Haonibal, Mo. &and
Decatur, Ill, ;
Just about any time of the day or night you could see a Wabash train at the
station; if not a passengsr, then a freight or a switch englne working in the
area, The largest passenger engines were used on the St., Louls-Kansas City
trains and although I cannot remember the wheel arrangements of these engines,
they were big and powerful and hed deep throated whistles that sounded like a
steamboat, In my memory I can still hear them whistling for the Moberly sta-
tion, also, the finest equipment was used on the St. Louls-Kansas City line
which consisted of heavywelght coaches, chair cars, Pullman sleepers, dining
cars &nd parlor cars,many of the parlor cars having an observation end.

One particular Wabesh passenger traln that stands out in my memory was Train
No. €, which ran through from Ksnsas City to Detroit via Moberly, Hannibal and
Decatur, Aithough it did not carry the name "Cannonball" it ran like one and

I can attest to iis fast operatlion since I rode it several times between Kansas
City and Moberly, What made this train different than the others at Moberly
was the fact that it headed into the station from Kansas City and, when depart-
ing 1t backed out, wWhen it was ready for departure the brakeman threw a switch
behind the rear car and the train baciked out across one of the busy streets in
downtown Moberly onto the Des Moines wain line., The porter who rode the pilot
step of the locomotive from the station threw another switch in front of the
engine and the train then headed eround a very sharp curve within view of the
passenger statlon and out onto the Hannibal -Decatur main line eastward. I'm
sure this type of operation was used &t many other cities and towns but 1t was
unigue for Moberly,

During this seme period of time, the MK&T Railroad (Katy) also operated passen-
ger trains into and out »f Noberly, the line coming into the city on a pranch
from New Franklin, During & period of several years the Katy used the Wabash
station which made it a Union Station, All trains were operated with stesam
power until passenger traffic dwlddled to the point that the Katy used a
gas-electric motor trein, which it used until passenger traffic ended on the
line into and out of Moberly.

4ll of the above is still fresh in my memory and it secems only yesterday that
1 stood at the sgation watching all of those trains,

~=—--THE END--==



