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Gene Hull (left) and his wife Naomi receive the first annual Pe$on of the
Year Award from Arkansas Railrcad Club President Tom Shook. It was
presented at the club's Chdstmas party, December 6, 1998. (Photo taken by
Iohn lones using the camer.t of yvonne S. Hathcock, friend of charter
member Rub.r Holt)
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The following story was written by Electa Draper and published in the November 24, 1998 Denver I'ost . It \s
published verbatim from the newspaper and is reproduced here by permission ofthe Derrer Po.rt (via pennission
letter Jaruary 20, 1999 signed by Joyce Anderson). It may NOT be republished elsewhere without their written
pcrmission. I thought it would go with the photos by Dick Byrd on the previous page.

'You'd probably have a bettef chance of winning a lolter),. hc

Most passengers have liltle idea whal vigilance, wofk and nsk arc
involved for crews making the day's excursion safe Durins rhcir
ride, passengeN might catch a glimpse ofyellowhard hats noving
offtbe track and into trees a safe distance from thc loconrotivc

Last week, the cr€ws challenge was crashing bouldcrs. Thcy wcrc
the size of desks, chairs and radialors belbrc bcing blasrcd wilh
explosives, Mccall said, casling about his ollicc above the
Durango train depot lor suilably sized furnilurc to scrvc lL\ vrnral
aids. MLch ofrhe rocl  landcd in rhc r i \crbclow.

R€building the High LiDe! fail bed requires thal a couplc ol crc\a
men, this time Michael Racl and Sllane l\4unrmery, danglc aboul
350 feet above the rivcr coursirg bclow whilc thcy wcld rnd
reirforce. Mummery said il's fun.

Chunks of ice break ol l  thc cl i f l  and clat lcf  down on hrrd hrts
b€low, giving thc mcn thosc adrcnal incJi l lcd monrorts oi '
unccrlainly aboul exactly whal's coming down on top o1-rhcnr

'Look at that rai l  bed," Mccal l  said, shaking his head. '1 l 's so[d.
Wc run loconolivcs ovcr it. 11 doesn't movc. Thcn ()ck jusL
punches a hole in i l . "

Back at the roundhouse, crcws thcrc gcl locomolivcs bnltlc-rcady
for snow. What do€s it lake to wiDtcrizc a traiD?

"Plenty ofbooze," deadpaned Jocl Mason, rouDdhousc lbreDralr
Mccall said it takes men wilh cxperieDcc working on 70' to
I 0o-year-old equipmenl.

The cow-catcher comes off the locomotive's front, and a I ,5 00- b
1,800-pound silveFpainted plow is affixed in its place. Flangcr
blades that will scrape the track are affixed below, and thc
grandaddy flanger, the drag flanger, with wings that can be
€xtend€d sev€ral feet on eith€r side oflhe hain, awaits its turn. lt
goes at the rear ofa work train to push snow thr offthe hacks. *

THc Dunrneo & Snvenroil Nannow Gaucg nr 'WlrrlEn

Crcws rcadylng the Dufa|go & Silverton Narow Gauge for the
Winter liain ruDs thxt bcgin Wednesday were feeling lucb - no
dccp sno$ !o push oi f the l inc ycl  this ycar.

'l'hen somefiing harder fell.

l{ocks, 10 to l5 tons of them, toppled from their cliffside perch
hish alrovc Lhc world-famous Hish Line, where rails hus the
nrountair 350 to 400 shcer feel above the iade-green waters olthe

About a niile abo\rc thc Rockwood station, the boulders made a
I lbol'deep and s-lbot-widc depression in the mil bed of th€
D&SNG a weck belbrc lhe winter season kickofi The rockfall
nlrnglcd and splinlered rail and torc out about 20 feet of tlre
slone-andrnclal bracc sccuring the Iligh Line to the cliff.

' l r  hrppcns, '  Dan Mccal l ,  superintcndcnl oi  operal ions, said in
thc sa c t()rc ol voicc hc uses when avalarrches slide, slopes givc
wrry rnd l loods wash out l rack.

"llcllcr that Wednesday than this Wednesday," he said. "lf you
think aboul what could go wrong, il'd drive you crazy. '

llunning an antiquc raihoad through the rugged Amimas gorgc is
not likc runninB a ride at an arnuscment park, but that's what the
vctcnn crews, which have littlc tunovcr thfough the years, se€m
to lovc aboui thejob. They beal back every calamity, sometimes
wo*ing through the night and olten in hellish weather, Mccall
, r id.  rrd l \ . . )  do r  wirho f l  a sord olcomplainr.

' I hese afc thc original thrive-on-adversily guys, " he said of the I 6
men on "maintenance-of-way" duly.

It took threedays ofwork this lime forasix-man crew to clear and
sccuLc the Iine for the averagc 99 passengers a day who brave the
ruggcd Animas Canyon as far as Cascade Canyon in exchaDge for
sccnes ofbreathtaking winter beaury made accessible by D&SNG
(eam-powered loconotives.

Mccall said lhe odds of a passenger on a train being struck by a
plunging rock afe very long.
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1999 OFFICDRS/POSITIONS OF THE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB

P RES IDENT - Leonsd L. l halDueller. 2 I Hdorer Dr. Liltle Rock AR 72209.2159 (501-562-8231)
VICE-PRESIDENT - John Hodkin, Jr., 506 Cordon St, N Liltle Rock AR 721 l7 (501-945-2128)
TREASURER - Walt€r B. Walker, 8423 Linda Ln, Litlle Rock AR 72227-5983 (501-225-0826)
SEC RETARY - Caroie Sue S chafer, I 03 Thayer St, Little Rock AR 72205-595 I (50 I -3 7 I -0034)
EDITOR - Ken Zi€genb€in, I023 Claycut Cir, N Litle Rock AR 721l6-3728 (50l-758-1340)
NRHS DIRECTOR -_Jim Bennen, 1002 South Leslie S1, Stuftgan AR 72160 (870)-673-67 53\

BHqIQGBAIEER - John C. Jones, I l7 Cottonwood, sherwood AR 72120401I (501-835-3729)
TRIP ADVERTISING - David P. Hoge, 3721 Idlewild, N Little Rock AR 721 l6 (501-771-1025)
B!l!8L91- Slanl€y Wozencraft, 108 N Palm, Little Rock AR ?2205 (501-664-3301)
BOARD '00 - Ccne Hull, 3507 E Washington #31, North Little Rock AR 721 l4-6455 (501-945-7386)
Bq\&D_tl! - Tom Shook, l7l6 Alberla Dr. Liule kock Ak72221-3902 (501-225-8955\
Bl}\&D_ll2 - Bill Bailey, 83 l8 Rcymere Dr, Litlle Rock AR12221-3944 (501-224-6828)
Bq!8D!gl - Robin Thonas, 10980 Rivercrest Dr H26, Lit|le Nock AR722l2-1412

Thc ncxr mecring of the Arkansas Railroad Club will be on SUNry\y,ULlRgLL!4, 2 p.m. at our usual meeting
place, the Mercantile Bank on Main Street in North Little Rock. The program will be given by GENE HULL and
will be on the "Return of the Goose" on narrow gauge rails in New Mexico and Colorado. (See a related story this
issue). As always, refteshments will be seNed and the public is invited. (Sorry, but your editor will not be at this
meeting due to prior commitments that Sunday - please mail any news items or stories to the club's address.)

HELP! cene Hull would like to have infomation on the road - Ft. Smith, Poteau &
Westem, whose engine is seen here. The FSP&W was incorporated in West Virginia in
l9l5; it had only 3.50 miles oftrack and owned one locomotive and two cars. Was it a
commuter line? It was abandoned in 1930. (Gene Hull collection)
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FUTURE PROGRAMS - April, May and June programs are still open. Il you'd like to give one sharing your
railroad memories, let John Hodkin know: John Hodkin, Jr., 506 Gordon St, North Little Rock AR 72117-4713, 501-
945-2128.

16MM MOVIE PROJECTOR WANTED - We have despe.ate need for a used 16-mm movie projector capablc of
showing sound and silent movies. We've come in possession of some Reader Railroad and Southern Steam excursion
movies from Dr. Raymond Mayer, but have no way to view them. If you can get one, call John Hodkin at 501-945-
2128.

JACKSONVILLE. ARKANSAS DEPOT PHOTOS WANTED - John Jones wants photos of any Jacksonvillc,
Arkansas depot. He thinks they've found a former depot being used as a residence and need to confirm if it rcally is
the old MoPac depot. Ifyou have one, call him at 501-835-3729.

OUR CLUB'S SHOW & SALE will be Saturday, June 19. Stay tuned for details.

RAILI{OADIANA & MODEL SHOWSALE. sponsored by the Cotton Belt Rail Historical Society, will bc held iD Pinc
Illu lT al the Arkansas Railroad Museum, Saturday, April | 0, l0 a.m. to 5 p.m. We will have a display at lhe cvcnt. Tablcs
are $ 15, adnission is $2. Contact the CBRHS, PO Box 2044, Pine BluffAR 71613. 670-535-8819.

MEMBER NEWS ffranks to Naoni Hull) - Member JIM BENNETT was a tull time resident at the Timbcr Ridgc
Ranch through much of February for work on his brain/thought processes as a result of that awful accidcnt lirst J unc.
Hc was to go home at the end of February. His wife is encouraging cards and letters sent to his home address: Jim
Benntt, 1002 South Leslie St, Stuttgart AR 72I60-5352,870-673-6753, email: jimdonl@uno.com

POLLY HAMILTON just turned 80. She's still having heart and leg problems and would like cards or lett€rs. Her
addrcss: Polly Hamilton,2725 Valley Forge Dr, Benton AR 72015-2'781,501-776-3122.

BILL CHURCH is still the same and continues to be in the convalescence home in l-onoke County. I Ic c r bc
wrirteD to at home - Polly wil l  relay the message: Bil l  Church, 5619 Bel Caro Pl, N Litt le Rock AR 721 I lJ-3665, 501-
753-4582.

JOtIN JONES' 84"year old mother was to have surgery February 15 and he asks for your prayers. His address: I l7
Cottonwood, Sherwood AR 72120-4011, 501-835-3'729,

AMTRAK'S 25TH YEAR IN ARKANSAS will be celebrated March 13. It was on this date in 1974 thirt thc /rrcl.
Amei.it begu\ opefttion between Chicago and San Antonio, eventually Soing all the way to Laredo, Tcxas. No oD€
rhought ir would last this long, but it has alternately flourished and waned over the years and is doing as well ls it
cvcr has. Thanks to Randy Tardy for this reminder.

DEADLINE fbr the Ap lnewsletter is March 15.

NEW FAX NUMBER - The Arkansas Raihoad Club now has a new fax number. I've decided to get a dcdicated
line for the fax machine, so now when you send a fax, you'll get a fax signal instead of having to wait for the answering
machine. The new number is: 501-758-4301. This would be a great way ofsending news ilems.

2000 CALENDAR PHOTOS WANTED - We are now accepting Arkansas railtoad-related photographs for our
year 2000 calendar. They can be color or black and white, 3 %" x 5" or larger. Only photos acc€pted - ifyou have
slides, please have a print made and then send us the print, Photos can be ofany era, past or present. Pleasc send to
our address: Arkansas Railroad Club, Po Box 9151, North Little Rock AR 72119. Please have the pictures in by
April 15. Thanks.

BART JENNINGS. a former president ofthe Arkansas Railroad Club, is operating his own short train excursions near Oak
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Ridge, Telnesse€ this year. Please see the details in the "Excursions/Shows,{Events ofother Clubs" section.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS - SAM GRAY (3/02); PETER EHRLICH (3/06); TONY REED (3/06); DAVE F
SCHWARTZ (3/13); DOUGI-AS M IIARLEY II (3/13); CHARLES F NEWLIN (3/14); R DWIGHT HARDIN
(3/16); JoHN HoDKlN, JR (3/16); MAIoR DAVID M IIARRY (3/17); MIKE SYPULT (3/18); FRANCES X
MCCABE (3/20); DON WEIS (3/21); DARYL J. D. STOUT (3/22); TRAVIS BELL (3/25); I-ARRY R STILES
(3/25); SYLVIA SMYKI-A (3/27); ROBERT WORLOW (3/29); STEWART W LONG (3/30); JOE A
MCCOLLOUGH (3/31).

Thc following is for those who wantlo lind
cenain railroad-related items, information,
or wanl lo sell or trade such items with
olhcr ruillirrs. We rcserv€ therightto refuse
lisrirrgs il deemed inappropriale. 'Ih€

Arkansas I{ailroad Club is not responsibl€
fo nisleading ads

WANTED - Photos, information on the
Co[on Bclt Ilospilal in Texarkana. Contact
Wanza cood, l50l Quintana Rd, Mono
I\ry C493442.

FOR LIASE - Alco locomotives of the
Arkansm & Missouri  l la i l foad.I lyou'd l ike
to rcnt onc ormorc, contact the Arkansss &
Missouri  Rai l road,306 l ]ast Emma Av€,
SprirrSdrle AR 72764, 501-751-8600 or
800-687-8600, emai lr  a.kmo@ipa.net.

WAN'IIiD -'lhe Arkansas Railroad Club,
PO Bor 9151, North Li t l l€ Rock AR 721l9
hns despcrale necd fo. a used I6-mm movie
projecror capable of showing sound and
silent movics. we've come in possession of
sonre l{cndcr Railroad and Southern Steam
c\cursion nrovies 0om Dr. RaymondMayer
and a movi€ of the American Freedom
Train in the mid 70s, but have no way to
view thcm. If you can get one, call John
Hodkin at 501-945-2128.

WANTED - John Jones \4ants Photos of
any Jacksonville,Arkansasdepot. He lhinks
rheyve lound a former depot being used as
a .esidence and need to confirm if it really
is the old MoPac depot. lf you have one,
cali him at 501-835-3729.

WANTOD - The Steam Department ofthe
I llioois Railway Museum pressure tested the

boiler on GNA #26 in early Decemb€r to
sec if the locomotive can be r€built. Th€
locomotive needs all its exterior woodwork
replaced as much of the woodwork is
missing. They need information on the cab
woodwork, the cab windows, cab doors and
any dmwings, pictures or diagrams ofthis
locomotive. They are willingto pay costs of
reproduction. Ifyou can help, contact Jim
Opolony at jppqlglyl@lpjDsillglL or wite
to: Steam Department, Illinois Cental
Museum, PO Box 427, Union IL 60180.

WANTED - Menbership in the Arkansas
& Missouri Fan Club, sponsored by the
raikoad itself. You gct a membcrship card,
monrhty newsletter, A&M baseball cap, l0
percent off excursion tickets and a
c€rlificate. Dues are$29 forindividual, $39
family. For infornation call 501-751-8600
or email at a.kmoraipa.net

FOR SALE - The Incomplete All-Time
ALCO Diesel roster. It lists about every
d'esel manufactured by American
Locomotive Company and its many partners
and subsidiaries liom 1925 to 1984. I1 is
more than 500 pages long and details the
ownership history of more than 10,000
locomotives. For ease of handling, the
material is broken into 5 volumes, each of
which is available separately. The roster
contains more detailed information in one
place than any other source available.

Volume 2-A 65979 to 759961 Volume 2-B
'75997 to 7900Ot Volume 2-C 7900lto
82000; Volume 2-D 8200! to 84911;
Volune 2-E 3362-01 to 6128-05.

Normally $25 €ach, they are only $20
each ifyou mention the Arkansas Railroad
Club. All 5 logether normally is $100, but

again ifyou mentionthe Arkansas Railroad
Club the price is only $85. Postage for one
is $3.50, 2 is $5.00, 3 or more 56.00. Send
orders to: Barton J€nninss, l'O Box 32424,
KnoxviUe TN 37930-2424.

HELP WANTED - The Histor ic Pul lman
Foundation is asking lor h€lp in rebuilding
the historic Pullman Clock Tower and
Factory complex near Chicago. This tower
was deliberately s€t on fire Decembcr l,
1998, butengineers say the structur€can be
saved and rebuilt. They need your hclp in
doing so. They are asking your help by
writing the President, Congress,lhc lllinois
Covemor and slale lcgislalure. urSinglhcnr
to give the reeded hisior'ic-prcservaliur
money. For morc infbrmatioD, conlnct lhc
Histor ic Pul lman Foundat ion, l l  1 l  I  S
Forestville Av€, Chicago IL 60628 or call
773"785-818 r.

WANTED - Will purchase or tradc trnin
orders from various railroads - worldwide -
and employee timetables. Dr. Ldlyard Metz.
PO Box 523, Crawford NE 693 39. 303-665-
t546.

WANTED - Help r€sloring Boston &
Maine steam ensine #3713, a 4-6-2. You
can help by ordering "The 3713 Boston &
Maine" theme song cassele for 59.95
postpaid. Send checks to: l,ocomolivc
Restoration Fund, Lackawanna & Wyoming
Valley Railway I listorical Sociely, Po aox
3452, Scranton PA 18505-0452.

FOR SALE - PULLMAN CHINA,limited
edition reproduction of the lndian Tree
Paftem, made by theoriginal manufaclurer.
Syracuse China. Cost for 5-pi€cebasicplace
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setling S79; tuU place s€tting, which
includes the basic plus breakfast and bread
& butter plates $109; coffee mug $8.95.
Postage is S18 for Ihe first place setting,
$10 for each additional setting. Postage cost
permus56.50. Order from Washington DC
ChapterNRHS - Pullman China, c/o Henry
Bielslein,  I3425 R€id Circle,  Ft
Washington MD 20744-6522.

WANTED Standard gaugc hand car.
Advise price, condition and location. Peter
Smykla, PO aox 1892, Pin€ Bluff  AR
7l6l l  or cal l  870-535-4724.

FOR SALE - Amlrak's I999 wall-hanging
calcndar with a wa(crcolor of lh€ I'e.rar
l-.rg/c in Forl Worth on lhc fronl. i'rice is

$6 for one, S I 0 for two, $ I 4 for ttree and
down to $2.25 ifyou buy 26 or more. Mal€
checks to Amtrak and mail orders to
Amtrak Calendar, PO Bo x 77l7 ,Itasca IL
6 0 1 4 3 .

FOR SALE - The Arkansas Railroad
Club's hardbound, 120-pase book called
Railrcad Statians and Trains thraugh
A*tnsas and the Southw€rl is ready for
rnailing. lt was written by Clifton Hull with
help from Tom Shook, among other club
memb€rs. Kevin EuDaly of White River
Productions did the graphic design and
artwork. You can order from White River
Productions, 24632 Anchor Ave, Bucklin
MO 64631. Cost is $29.95 plus $4.50
poslage and handling (tolal of $34.45 if

7

youle having il mailed). Mastercnrd or
Visa acccpted. You can call Whire Rivcr
Productions at 8 l6-695-4433.

FOR SALE - James R. Fair's new book
The Louisidna & Arkonsas Railway This
I 76-page c lolhbound book has 80 black and
white illuslralions and cov€rs the Louisiana
& Arkansas Railway from its beginning to
the modern cra. YOU CAN NOW ORDER
DIRECTLY FROM MR. FAIR. t le ' l leven
autograph it for you. Cost dirccll) fiom hin)
is only $34. His address is:  James R. Fair ,
2804 Northwood Rd, Aust in,- lX 78703-
1 6 3 0 .  C a l l  5 1 2 - 4 5 1 - 6 1 9 4  o r  5 1 2  4 7 1 - 3 6 8 9 .
James Fair is and has bcen an Arkans.rs
Railroad CIub member fo. years

RAILROAD ABANDONMENT PROPOSALS

The address ofthc SIrfhcc' l  ransportation Board is: Ofl icc ofthe Secretary, Case Control UDit, 1925 K Slrcct. Washingr(nr
DC 20423. l 'he S1'B phon€ nun)be. fbr abandonm€nt procedures (Off ice of Public Serviccs) is: 202-565- 1592. Ifyou contAct
thcm. it rvould bc handy to use the Docket Numbers.'lheir Web address is: http://www.stb.dot.gov ilyou'd like the coDplcte
l ist ings-

These abandonment proposals have been printed in the Federal Register or have com€ directly fron thc Surface
' l ianspo(ation Board. ' l  hey wil l  go in effect unless one ofthe fol lowing occurs: l)anofferoff iDancialassistaDcejsrcccivcd:
2) a rcquest for public use ofthe laDd is received (for instaDce, rails-to-trails); 3) p€titions to reopen the case is filed.
I{ai lroads, before they cfln f i le thesc "notices ofexemption under CFR I 152 Subpart F," nrust ccrt i fy that l) no local lraf l ic
hirs nroved ovcr thc linc fbr at lcast 2 years; 2) any overhead haffic can be routed over other lincs; l) no lormrl complainl
iilcd by a user is pending and;4) environmental reports, historic reports, transmittal leftcr, ncwsprper publicatioD, and nolicc
lo governmental agencies havc been met. Ev€n though approval is granted for the railroads to abandoD, it may be months or
years betbre track is actually taken up.

MINNf,SoTA - soo LINE - To abandon a line known as thc St. Paul Terminal Trackage from m.p. 17.29 (southeast of
Jackson Street) to the end ofthc l ine at m.p. 18.19 (near l-35ENorth), adistance of0.90 miles in l{amsey County.
Minnesola. f inal dccision by Apri l  20, 1999. (STB Docket No. AB-57, Sub No. 46X, decidcd January 12, 1999,
served January 20, 1999)

COLoRADO - UNION PACIFIC - To abandon a 21.6 mile lire known as the Creede Branch from 'n.p. 299.3 near
Derrick to the end ofthe Iine at m.p. 320.9 at Crcedc, Colorado. Effective March 6, 1999. (STB Dockel No. AB-33,
SubNo. 132X, decided January 15, 1999, served January25, 1999)

CALIFORNIA - YRIKA WESTERfI RAILROAD CO. - To abandon its entire 8.9 mile line extending lrom m-p. 0.0 in
Montague to m.p. 8.9 near Yreka, Califomia. Final decision by May 4, 1999. (STB Docket No. A8-246, Sub No.
2X, decided January 27, served F€bruary 3, 1999)

MISSISSIPPI - COLUMBUS & GRXf,NI'ILLf, RAILWAY CO. - To possibly abandon the lin€ between m.p. 109.3
near Cleveland and m.p. 158.44 near Hollandale, Mississippi, a distance of49 miles. Comment duc date F€bruary
23, 1999. Served February 9, 1999. (STB Docket No. AB-297, Sub No. lolx, served February 9, 1999)

MICHIGAN - LAKE SUPf,RIOR & ISIIPEMINC RAILROAD CO. - To abandon a 3.54 mile line from m.p. 50.23
near the Highway 4llHampton Street intersection to m.p. 53.77, near the Hawley Street crossing. Final decision by

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little RockChapter NRHS
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May 11, 1999. (STB Dock€t No. 48-68, Sub No. 3X, decided February 4, served February I l, 1999)

DON'T PAINT RAILCARS!
(Springdale) -Offi.ialsof the Arkansas &

Missouri Railroad plan to use the afiest of
a 2o-year old Bentonville man as an
example of the costs and dangeB of
painting gmffiti on rail cars. The man was
sited by police on misdemeanor chffges of
loi !er ing, obstruct ing governmental
operations and criminal trespassing. It is a
led€ral offense to paint over tracking
lumbers on rail cars. The A&M spends
between $250,000 and $500,000 a year to
repainl and repair rail cars damaged by
graffiti, according to Ron Sparks, who was
appointed by Arkansas Governor Mike
Iluckabce as a director of a special
invcstjgativc unit ofthe Railroad Police.

'Ihey found 30 photos ofvandalized rail
cars in lhe suspect's car, along wilh "Mass

Appeal" magazine, that caters to writerc of
graffiti.

Sparks says that 18 of A&M's engines
and switchyards have been outfitted with
video surveillance cameras, not only for
monitoring the ight-of-way, but to catch
and ticket cals that run crossings in front of
trains with signals flashing. Th€ cameras
also make il easier for the engineer to see
directly in front of the engine and !o make
it safer in railyards while switching cars.

Alkansas State Police Trooper Ted
Grigson says that railroads always get sued
no matter who! at fault fu crossing
accidents and th€ carneras should make it
eas;er to prove the facts ofan accident. lt's
illegal to cross against a flashing signal or
when a train is within 1500 feet of a
crossing. Fsilure lo obey a railroad traffic

signal can cost $125 per violarion.
(Northtarest Arkansas Time!, Januar) 30
and Afkansqs Denocrat-Cazeue, January
19, sent in by Ron Spatk:)

INJURY FREE
Union Pacific said th€ Pine Bluff, San

Antonio, Laredo and Livonia locomotive
facilities were injury-free in December
1998..

Looking back at UP hktory, it was on
February 1, 1887, when lhe hon Mountain
Railrcad acquhed the Liule Rock,
Mississippi Riyer and Texas Rail\aay, a
219-nile line stretching southcast fron
Liule Rock. (UP Neu,s release)

FIRST FATALITY
(Da ss) " ̂ 9-ye$-oldboy was the first

fatality involving a Dallas Area Rapid
Transil train in mid January. Dextric Clark
tried to run across the tracks in ftont of a
nofihbound DART train on Lancaster
Avenue nearthe VA Hospital. The engineer
hitlhe brakes but couldn't stop in time. The
boy died at Children's MedicalCenter.

ROUNDHOUSE GONE
(Hagarclown, Marylond) - After a final

effort to save the Hagarstown roundhouse
complex failed inmid January, thecomplex
was slated to be demolished. csx said it
would hold off the demolition ifsomeone
would guaranlee it couldn't be sued after
the property was transferred to the
Roundhouse Museum. Demolition was to
begin Friday, January 15.

UP'S NtrW JOBS
(Cheyenne, Wyoning) - Union Pacific is

hiring 240 more people in Wyoming this
year. That brings the number of UP
employ€es in Wyoming to nearly I ,800 with
a yearly payroll of $90 million. (UP Nev's

REPLACE MILEAGE-BASED PAY?
The BLE and UTU unions are negotiating

b replace mileage-based pay on mostClass
I railroads. The two unions, who may
merge b€fore the year is out, pledge to
pursue a new multi-year wage and benefits
package, including replacing an 80-year old
mileage-based m€thod ofpaying train crews
with a new formula tied to unique
character ist ics of individual t r ips,
promising guaranteed consecutive rest days,
minimum annual eaminss, inproved job
protections and geater carier flexibility to
assign crews across its system. flalc
World January 15, 1999)

A lrain v)histle in July doas no!
disturb the heart, for it speaks no$tly oj
comnerce. Hov'ewr, at a hollov' hour oJ a
winter night, the ellect can be houhling,
eyen transforning. It sta syouthinking...of
places in the v'orld you'ye been, and have
cared fot geatly, and othet placet you
meant saneline lo ga (The song "Far
Away Places"comes lo mind - editor)

Italso nakes you think oJ chan es
wasted...Of the leehe$ of ti e ahd the
t)ay lhal inattention lets it get ah,a, ,4hd
natbe as you lislen to the faruv,ay train,
youexpe ence an epiphany, alik-atectins
rcvelation that changes yaulor all time Ol
maybe, as happens y)ith sone, the nonenl
passes and you sin?ly sleep (Kansas City
Star, January 18)

CONRAIL'S LAST DAYS
June I is the date CSX and NS set for

dividing up Conrail. They bought the lin€
for a record $10 billion.hoin Whi ks

ARKANSAS RAILROADER. Litt|e RocK ChdpIeT NR]TS
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VIRCINIA & TRUCKEE NEWS
(Carrcn City, Newda) - Govemor Kenny

GLrinn ofNevada wants to take back a $5
million loan for a Virginia & Truckee
Railroad project that was counted on to
increase tourism in the area. The loan
would have help rebuild the V&T between
Carson City and Virsinia CiIy. (Las l/egas
S n, .Januar)i 24, 1999)

DALLAS KATY TRAIL
(Dallas) - A walkins and biking trail

using the old Katy Railroad righlof-way
nonh ofDallas is about to become paved. lt
drould be ready by JaDuary 2000. All the
bridges have been fixed. lhis trail covers
threc mil€s. (Ddllat Momins Ne\ts,

I{AIL STATS
Thc AAR has released new data on Class

I mihoads, such as: Average dwell time al
tenninals for Norfolk Southcm - 27 hours,
CSX " 49 hours, BNSF - 35.2 hours, Union
l,acific " 45.8 hours. Average train speed
for NS - 15.3 mph, CSX - 18.4 mph, BNSF
" 22.1 mph, UP - 22.9 mph. There is some
discLrssion about how useful this data is,
sirce a lot depends on weather, number of
lincs, leDglh ol ldps, different traffic mix,
clc. Al any ratc. thcsc facts should now be
publ ished.

UP Y2K COMPATIBLE
Union Pacific says il staned some work

on making iis conlpulcr syst€ms year 2000
conrpalible as early as 1994 and that now
all ils systems are ready for the ncxl
centuq/. lbey sp€nl sbout $43 million on
t\e prcjecL (U P Nev's rclease)

CM&O MOBILE STATION
(Mobile, ,4labana) - Mobile's City

Council voted to buy the hisloric Gulf,
Mobile & Ohio railroad terninal and
rcsrorc it 10 an aclivc terminus for motor
lrnllic.

METRA LAWSUIT
(Chicago) - kzchel Banon, a gified

liounist, was injured when the doors ofa
Metra commuter train closed on her violin
casc shoulder strap. The train slowly left,
dragging her undernealh. By the time the
train stopped200 feet away, herieftlegwas

severed, her right knee was badly damaged
and half ofher right foot was cut off. She
sued Metra and the dal began February I .
(Chicago Sun-Tines, Febtuary 1, I 999)

IDABEL DEPOT REPLICA
(Idabel, Oklahoma) - Idabel officials plan

to use a federal grant to build a replica of
the raikoad depot that was tom down in th€
1970s. The community is the only
Oklahoma r€cipient ofpan of$4.5 million
in grants awarded by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture to spur development of
emerging rural businesses. The town's
$495,000 grant will h€lp build a depot
replica that will serve travelers on an
€xcursion train owned by the Kiamichi
Railroad. Exaclsite ofthe d€pothasn't been
determined.

Meanwhile, supportcrs of the cuthrie,
Oklahoma Rock lsland depot have raised
the needed $75,000 to match a grant from
lhe Sonic Corp to buy the 100-year old
building and save it from being razed. The
depot is at 410 South Division Str€et. The
red brick depot was built about 1900 by the
Choctaw, Oklahoma & Westem Railroad.
By 1904 the Rock lsland used it. Later it
was occupied by the Eaton Feed Co. It has
been vacant for 20 years.

The bui'ding was alnrost razed whcn
Sonic wanted to use thc space to build a
new restaurant. Th€y slill are taking
donations. If interesled, send to Save Our
Depot Foundation, PO Box I122, Gulhric
OK t3044. (he Sunda! ouahonan,
,lanuary 3I un.l The Oklahontan, February
2)

JOINT DISPATCHINC CENTERS
Union Pacific and BNSFwill create tllree

newjoint dispatching centers, like the one
tu Sprins, Texas. They will be located in
San Bemardino, Califomia, Kansas City,
and Fort Wonh. (Jou al of Connercq
February 9)

ROUNDHOUSE AUCTIONED
(Lead, Sourh Dakata) - A rare railroad

roundhouse is being put up for auction. T}le
building is Iocated in Lead, South Dakota.
Bidding started at $75,000.

BRANSoN SCENIc BtrAUTIES
On January22, 1999, the Branson Scenic

9

RailwayofBranson, Missouri (who gets thc
A*a6as Railroader) took the Miss USA
Pageant conteslants on a dinn€r €xcursion
along 48 miles of track through Branson
and the Ozarks. The pageant was televiscd
nationally February 5.

Branson Sc€nic Railway had a banner
year in 1998, carrying 90,000 passeng€rs.
BSR has plans to develop a tourisl route
betwe€n Branson and Kansas City's newly
refurbished Union Station late this year.
pending permission from Amtrak (who
have rights over the former UP, now-
M i s s o u r i  &  N o r t h e r n  A r k a n s a s
tacks).(Kansas City Rutinest Jounlal,

Frcn the Rdilroud MtLteun afOkluhonlt s

Seniors are lha nutbn s leadingcunilt: o./
AIDS!
Hearins AIDS
Band AIDS
Ro AIDS
Warkins AIDS
Medical AIDS
Monetary AID to theit kidsl

AIRPORT TO RAILYARD
(Kantat Citr) - 1'hc ciry of Kansas City

has gotlen peflnission from lhe FAA lo
CLOSE th€ fornrer military airport callcd
Richards-Cebaur Memorial Airport that has
Iosl Sl.3 a year and only host€d 50 privalc
airplanes. They plan lo convert it lo nn
inlermodal rail yard. which the KCS
Railway will servc. NAITTA is crcdited for
making this ltasiblc. As parl ol thc
agreement to closc thc airport, the city
agreed to give 25% of the revenue it gels
from the new yard to gen€ral aviation
projects for 20 yearc. (Editot s thought.
when was the last tin,e an airyo garc a
percentage of i ts rc\ ,enue lO
RAILROADS?) (Kansat City Stat, January
25, 1999 sent in by.lin,hhnsan)

NEW RAIL LINE APPROVtrD
(Rochester, Minnesota) - The Dakora,

Minnesota & Eastem Raihoad was givcn
the O.K. in mid D€cember to build a new
rail line and upgrade an existing line
between Rochester and Gillette, Wyoming
at the coal fields. Th€ new lin€ would cosl
$1.4 billion and would be the bigsest nil

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Chapter NRHS
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consrrrcr( ) r1 pfo lcc l  In  l  ccnnrr) .  sprnnrng
l3(r  nr l les o l  NL\ \ ' l inc.  Whrt  nrak.s Ih is
fers ib lc  is  lhe lucra l ive Po\ !dcr  Rivcr
Basin s cor l l ie lds.  Now UI,and BNSIr  hru l
lhc l ion shafc o l  th is  cor l .  1hc proposcd
ncw l i fc  docs hNlc y, r rc  obicc l ions f r .om
fdncrs N.d smr l l  lowns throughout  South
I) rkotr .  $hr ' .  thc fer !  tacks woLr ld b.
hk l  I 'cot ) lc  I .  r f r r ld  ofconJl ic t . '  $  i lh  th .
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!uite Iife and cars (l.:dttor's thauxlll\ Cdn
tar intugitle l^ r]t: in d lor r llta! tertt hdd
d ruilroad h.lvtjtg one briLt thraugh it?
WoulLln t it bc itercslnig to liNe n ! ch a
|o\|n!) (llu Sttet.Jowndl, Deccnhet Il
setn L ht 7 L IIilbmt ol Al.ranllid,
I n suiiu, d tlrh ,1e htb()

N'W YOIIK ST]BWAY
The enl i re 722 mi lcs o l  thc Nc\a York

Subway syslern hrs becn nominolcd b lhc
Nat ion lRcgist ry  of l l is tor ic  Plac.s.  / ,  id  L

Rt . ] l j taRs t lA(  K?
,^nrr r rL $ iL l  bu)  c  ! l r1  r lcw fcc jc f  unr(s lo

hru l  ! . r ishr l ,  c  !o(  s  e()ss courrry  ln  l i )u l
r | r !s  Afr l r t l (  sN!s l iu Ik is t  ( i r { ) \ !cr r .  l r rc .
| rs  \ is f !d  Lr t )  l i r  l jvc o1 rh.  cafs |d  wi l l
sra lesr i | r ! .  lhc scr ! icc in  ! lay whef
Afnr i rk  | lc ls  lh . . r rs  thc rc \  70 (nr  rc . fcr
crrs  \  i l l  l ) .  h ! i l l  l ( i  r lk \ \  lhcnr  Io hc uscr l
o l  h  Sl r  \ t ) . . ( l  t r \ \cn!cr  r r r i rs .  up to 90
n n\ | lt tlli. lt trltt)

KANSAS ( ' I I 'Y TJNI0N S1'A' I ' I ( )N
AIr t f lk  h i rs  conr)r i l led X;2 miL l ion to

! !LI r rNl l ) r  re lu r  1rs fn i l  operr t ion in
Kirnsrs (  i l \  lo  lhe r ic \ ly  rcnored t l  ior r
Sl r t idr  Str l ion devcioIcrs ' rccd rnolhct  $ l
nr i l l iL , r  l , )  nnk.  r l ) .  n .cdcd r ickc lurg o l l lcc

trY 2000 B!r)(;[ t  cool)
l f i571 r ) r i l l l (n  has bccn prr )poscd l )y  thc

Cl i | l ton Adnr inrst f l | t ion t -of  An) t r rk  lar  l jY
2000,  sr r is l i i .g  - l l  Scni r tors-  rcqucsts.
Should i rpasscongrcss.  t l r is  would bcgood

rx)8l ls IO st.] tvt( I l  I) tNIN(;
lhc lanrous r i r l i | le  l i )od pfcpncr .  I )obbs

In lcn l | (nr l  Scfvrccs.  tLg| lcd a 7-y.af
corr l tuo l  \4 i l l r  Anr t r rk  on . ' !nuNry 20,  lak ing
ovcr  Iood preparat i (Ds in  Ar l l |ak 's  l l
connDissrr ics bcginning in  Mnrch.  Al l l35
Anr lmk posi t ior )s  ! r i l l  bc of iercd o lher
Anrrfrk iobs. il,t/di Plir ncl.dr.l

EXPRESS I IUSINISS (  ( )Nt  r rAC [S
l :our  new erprcss conl rncts wcrc s igncd

b!  Ar  f rk  h nr id- . lanuary:  1)  A prct  wi th
BNSIT.  lcrs ing, l0  l . (ord l ia i lcrs  l ioDr BNSIr

to l raul  t i rnc s. rs i r ive s l l l ) r ) rc  l5  b. l \ { r
l ( r f r rs  (  r t )  N.d Alb ( tucrq!r  rhorr l  1h.
Str t l r \^ t  t  1  \ ' / .  sh i f  )cnts \ i l l  bc io l
t l l 'S,  Y. l lo$ ( 'o f j r . .  \  rbornc l r . i i rh l
Cr)rp.  !nd Ci)nsol idr lc( l  l : fc j .h lsr )  \  (  t  t l
Ih is  nc\ !  scrv icc shoul( l  gcncrr lc  $ l ( )
nr i l ln , r  l i ) r  Anr l r rk  2)  U\J) l  d  l lS l ,o \ r r
Scrv icc busi lcss.  uc.c j r l i r j {  l r )  rdr l i t r ( r r r
i ; 1 5  r l r i l l i o r i  o l r u r l L !  l )  L r r i c l i  i L  r i c q
snrrre{ [ ry  t ] rc l \ rgf  ( le l i \er \  s .NLee i r r
prnncrshrp wLlh l r \ i IS,  l . \ iL \ -  hrrcd
Dynanrc\  r l )o . rd Nc$ Yof l i  lo  \ \ ' rsh j  gt { r r
Mctro l incrs 4)  A nc\ \  pudncJlshi t  $ i th
I rprcss ' l rnk Inc.  o i  Michisar  l r )  hrLr l
rc l i igemlcd-car lords bc l \ 'ccJ l  ( r l i l in l iN

rnd l r lor id l l  rn( ]  (  l l i l i r r r la  l r ln l  lh .
Nonhcrs l .  a l , , r? l  / )11r  /?. /dd! .1

EXCURSIONS/SH@WS/EVENTS

VAI{ lOUs PI,AC[S - Vrr ious t inrcs ol '
ycaf-  l fa irs t ln l in ircd ol lcrs nrany f t i l fun
roufs acros! th.  coul l t ry and the world.  lo
scr r  c0lor l i r l  brochurc, cal l  510-836' 1715
o. $r i re Lr ins Unl imired, PO tsox 19S7.
I 'orolr  C,\  96122.

OAK It l l )GI l , ' tENNnSSEtr -  Vxr ious
days ' A*ansas Railroad Club membcr
Llan Jcnnings ard rhe Southcflr Appalachia

Raihvry l\4uscum !vill operrle Secrel Cilr
Sccnic l lxcurs ior  

' l ia i ' rs  
at  lhc I ian

lcnncssce Technolo$ Prrk near Ork
l i idgc on lar ious datcs.  New th is  year  wi l l
bc a former Southcrn l{ailway dnring car.
'lhe 

lrips lvill rur) ihroLrgh the park and
along the Poplar ( reck wate|shed. Days of
excurs ionsr  March 19,20i  Apr i l  10.  I  l ,  17,
18,24, ,  25;  May 15,  16,29.  lo i  Septenber
4 ,  5 .  2 5 ,  2 6 ;  O c t o b e r  1 6 , 1 1 . 2 3 , 2 4 . 3 0 , 3 1 ;

Nov.nrbcf  20. I  l t  l )cccnr l )ef  lS.  l9  ( ,xr  is
SI0 corch.  Sl5 dnr ing c. r  (  rb.o\c is
renlable lbr  up lo  I  0  fco| le  lbr  $125.

ln larNat ion on the l r ips:  Scnd r  s l . l f rped,
addresscd envel)pe to SAIIM. l)O Bor
5870.  Kroxvi l lc  TN 37928.1Jse lh is  ndl ress
tu jo in or  vo lunlecr , . lso

lRK4l\s,15 ILAILROADTR - l . tul? Rock Chaptcr vRIIS
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SAMPLE ABANDONMENT NOTICE
This is what railroads have to send to the Suface Transportation Board in order to abandon part
or all oftheir rail line. I thoughl you'd like to see one in its entirety. This is only the initial phase
ofthe request. You can see summaries ofabandonment requests in the Abandonment section of
this newsletter each month. Notice that this is the Columbus & Greenville Railway.

Decision Summary
NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION AND ESTABLISHED A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE

SERVICE DATE - FEBRUARY 4, 1999

DO

FR-4915-00-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface l'ransportation Board

ISTB Dockct No. A.B-297 (Sub-No. 10lX)l

Columbus and Grecnville Railway Company--Abandonment Exemption--in Bolivar and
Washington Counties, MS

Columbus and Creenville Railway Company (C&G) has filed a notice ol cxemplion under 49 CFR
I 152 Subpart li-Exempt Abandonments to abandon 49.l4 miles of rail line betwecn milepost
109.3 near the City ofCleveland and milepost 158.44 near the City ofHollandale, in Bolivar and
washington Counties, MS. The line traverses United States Postal Service Zip Codes 38732,
38730,38773,38'742,387 56,38722 ax'd 387 48.

C&G has ccrtilied that: (1) no local traffic has moved over the line for at least 2 years; (2) thcrc
has been no over lrcad tralfic on the line during thc past 2 years; (3) no formal complaint filed by a
user olrail scrvice on thc line (or by a state or local govcrnment entity acling on behalfofsuch
user) regarding cessation ofservice over the line either is pending with thc Surface Transportation
Board (Board) or with any U.S. District Courl or has been decided in favor ofcomplainatlt within
the 2-year pcriod; and (4) the requirements at 49 CFR I105.7 (environmental reports),49 CFR
I 105.8 (historic reports), 49 CFR I 105.I I (transmittal letter), 49 CFR I 105. 12 (newspaper
publication), and 49 CFR I152.5o(dxl) (notice to govemmental agencies) have been met

As a condition to this exemption, any employee adversely affected by the abandonment shall bc
protected under@, 360 I.C.C. 9l (1979). To
address whether this condition adequately protects affected employees, a petition for partial
revocation under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d) must be filed. Provided no formal expression ofintent to
file an offer offinancial assistance (OFA) has been received, this exemption will be effective on
March 6, 1999, unless stayed pending reconsidemtion. Petitions to stay that do not involve
environmental issues,' any additional formal expressions of intent to file an OFA under 49 CFR

' The Board will grant a stay ifan informed decision on environmental issues (whether
raised by a party or by the Board's Section ofEnviroffnental Analysis in its independent
investigation) cannot be made before the exemption's effective date. See Exemption of
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1 152.27(c)(2),'? and trail use/rail banking requcsts unde.49 CF'R 1152.29 must be filed by
february 1 6, 1999. Pctitions to reopen or requests for public use conditions under 49 CFR
I I 52.28 must be f iled by Fcbruary 24, 1999,withr Surface Transportation Board, Office ofthe
Secrelary, Case Contol Unit, 1925 K Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20423.

A copy ofany petilion filcd wilb the lloard should be sent to applicant's represcntative: Wm. (i.
Burgin, Jr.,20l North l9th Strcet, Columbus and Grcenvil lc Railway Cornpany.20l North l9th
Strcet. P.O. Box 6000. ColumbLrs. MS 39701.

If thc verillcd uoticc oontains lalsc or misleading infonnation, 1be exemption is voicl q! jq!!jp.

C&C has tiled an cnvironmental report which addrcsses the abandonmcnt's cifects. ilany, on the
cn\ ironment and historic rcsourccs. The Scction ol l i rvirorrrrental Analysis (SIiA) rvi l l  issuc an
cn\' ironmcntal trsscssDlent ([A) by lebruary c), 1999. Inlerested persons may obtain a oopy ol thc
llA by writing to SljA (Room 500. Surfacc IransportatioD lloard, Washirgtrxl. I)Cl 20423) or b1
call ing SIIA, at (202) 565-1545. Comments on cnvironmental and historic prescrvrt ion rnir l lsrs
must be t i lcd w ithin l5 days dl ler the EA becomcs a\ai lable 1o thc public.

l lnvirorlncntal. historic prcscrvalion. public usc, or trai l  use/rai l  banking condit ions rr ' i l l  bc
inrposcd. whclc approprialc. in a subscqucnt decisiorl.

I)ufslrant 1o thc pr)visions ol J9 ( ' l ;R 1152.29(eX2). C&0 shall  l i lc a noticc ol ct,rrsLurnr.r l iL'r l
! \ i th lhc l ] l)a to sigr)i i ,v t l ' ral i t  hirs cxercised tho aulhority granlcd and l ir l ly abancloncd thc l inc.
l l  consumrlation hns rxn bcen cl lactcd by C&G's f i l ing ofr r lot ice ofcottsLutrnration by |cbrualy
4. 200(1. and thcrc are no legal or rcgulatory barricrs to consumnration, the aulhority 10 abandon
\\ i l l  autonraticul ly expirc.
I loald decisions and notices are rvai lablc on oLlr wcbsilc at "WWW.Sll l .DOl.GOV."

Dccidccl: . lanr.rary 2l i .  1999.

I l) ' thc l loLrrd. David M. Konschoik, Diructor, Oll lcc ofProcccdings.
Vcrnon A. Wil l iams
Sccrclary

1 . fhc Boald will grant a stay if an informed decision on environmental issues (whcthcr raised by
a parly or by the lloard's' Section of Irnvironmental Analysis in its indcpendent investigation)
cunnot bc nlaclc bcforc thc exemption's ei ' fcotivc datc. Sce l lxemption ofOuFof-Scrvicc Rail

L!]!!, 5 LC.( . 2d 277 ( 1989). Any rcqucst lbr a stay should be filed as soon as possiblc so thal
thc Board ma)'takc appropriate action bclblc thc excmption's elTective da1c.
2. Ilach offel of tinancial assistance must bc accompanied by the filing fee, which currcntly is sct
at $1000. See 40 CFR 1002.2(fX25).

Out-ol-Servicc Rail Lines, 5 LC.C2d 3'7'7 (1989). Any requesl for a slay should bc flled
as soon as possible so that the Board may take appropriate action bcforc thc excmption's
eflective date.

'? Each ofler offinancial assislance must be accompanied by the filing 1!e, which
currently is set at $1000. S99 49 CFR 1002.2(f)(25).



ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM

[ ] Membership renewal [ ] New Member [ ] Chanse of Address

Send nembership r€n€wal, application, change ofaddress, etc. to: Arkansas Raitroad Club, PO Box glSl
North Little Rock AR 72119. Phone: 501-758-1340; Faxi 501-758-4301. e-mail: k€n.z.rwaDix.netcom.com

Date: Your binhday (optional - no year needed)

Name: (last) (firs0 (in,0

Cityl State zip

e-mail address:

Mcnlbership dues information:
Membership: $20.00 per year, Arkansas Railroad Club only; 937,00 per year ifyoujoin or renew National Raitway

lhsrorical Society membership through our Club. Du€s are payable/due by January I ofeach year. Ifwe don,r have your
dues by March l, you will be dropped from the membership rolls.

Membership in the Arkansas Railroad Club entitles you to a membership card and the monlhly,.{/?(lNSlS
RAILROADER newsletter. Meetings are held monthly, except Decemb€r, on the second Sunday of lhe month. We usually
meet at 2 p.m. in the Mercantile Bank main building on Main Street in North Little Rock,just north ofthe Arkansas River.
Inter€sting programs are presented €ach month and refreshments (cookies, sandwiches) are served. We are a non-profit
organization and member ofth€ NRHS. Officers are listed in each newsletter.

WHOOPSI Service on the nerv Little Rock & Westem Rwy extension track connecting
with UP will have to wait until this utility pole is removed- Seems they laid the track
around the pole tempomrily. Mearwhile in the background, Amfak's Texas Eagle
California Service is leaving Little Rock's Union Station toward Dallas on it's one-year
anniversary t p, February 6, 1,999. (John Jones photo)

Phone:L)
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REMEMBERING

by: P. B. Wooldr idge

I was in Fordyce Tower on the Cotlon Beh for thc first lime about I935. I was a shovel man on a
road gang otCCC ernployees reconstructing fire trails over old tram or log lines, to bc used by lhe CCC in
fightiDg forest fires.

On ce(ain nights an anny truck would lakc us from Canp IvaD to Fordycc. Arkansas for
recrent ion. which largely neanl a movic.  One nighl I  hesi tant ly cl imbcd the steps of l iordycc Tower and
introduccd mysclf lo the second tr ick operalor,  L.  Z. Mal lory.  Mal lory was a pr incc ofa l -elkNv. I
renrcnrbcf him rs being thc Abfaham Lincoln typc. t r l l ,  s l i rn and l f lDky. As he worked thc big 2l  chcst high
lc!crs in thc intcf locking phnl I  also saw him as cool,  calm and col lcotcd. I le laler bccaDre a Displ tchcf I
recal l  his tel l ing ne about the l imc hc inlenl ional ly derai led a Rock IslaDd soulhbound p.r \se g(r (r . r i r .

I t  sccnrs that thc passenger train would enler in lcr looking l imits wi lhout roceiving a signal whi le
rnlking the stal ion stop, recciving and discharging passengers, and handl inB mai l ,  baggage and erpress.
No.4l .  the Coto) Bclt  Bluc Strcak, al  drat r imc thc fastcst schcduled f ic ighl  t rnin in (he narioD. was dLrc
abour the sr lne t inre f lDd rvould be dclaycd.

i \ I i l lory hi ld rva rcd thc Rock Island ol  dire consequenoes i f  lhc prncl ic€ conl iDucd. bLr l  oD lh is
occi ls ion th0 i rr tcr lockimg planl rvas agaiD fouled rvi thout a signal.  No. 43 whisl lcd Ibf  thc planl,  aDd
ivlr l lor)  opencd thc dcrai l  undcr the I tock ls larrd eDgine, derai l ing i t ,  and al  the sane l iDrc hc clcarcd lhe
pl i rDl lbf  No.: l l  to hi-bal l .

Nrlurf l l ly al l  hcl l  crupled. ' l 'he Rock Islarrd dcmandcd his lennirral ion. Supt C. B. Pctt iorcw sel a
di tc lbr rhe usual OIf ic ial  lnvcst igat ioD at Pinc Bluff  But Mr. Mal lory iDfo ncd the Supcrintcndcnt lhat i l '
an in\cst igr l iL 'n \ ! 'crc cver hcld. i l  would lake placc in Forydcc. Which was donc, arrd bcl icvc i t  of  not.
Mal lory was cxoDcrr ledl l

' Ihc l l luo Slfcak wrs omc lrain you did not dclayl
I  ncvcf imasiDcd thaD that l 'd somc day work at lbrdyce 

' lower 
mysel l .

1 l rrr icd cnl i fc ly too long tha! Dight iD thc' lbwcr.  Iascinated as I  was by the opcral ion. and nr isscd
thc u rry tnrck back to ( lanrp Ivan. I t  wAs n very dlrrk niEhl,  and I  sturnblcd tho 7 ol i lcs bl lck 1o Canrp,
ol  iv ing therc bout 2 a.m. Rovei l le blew at 6 a.m.,  and that day's shovel work was one ofthe longcst aDd
hrrdost ofrnv cnl i re carcer.

l:rL_If,_-I-N/I'-\-FJ
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Grasonia, Nashvillc & Ashdown 2-6-0 #26 bcing refurbished at the Illinois Railwzry Museum in
Januafy 1999. The bottom view shows the locomotive coupled to the recently restored C&NW
caboose 10304. One ofthe museum's st€am engineers slays in the caboose on weekends. They have
startcd to rcplace the stringers and tongue and groove ceiling boards on the fireman's side oflhe cab.

lfanyonc has any stories, plrotos or maintenance information on the 26, they would like to have it.
Also, ilanyone would like to make a donation to help restore the 26, they can do so by contaoting thc
Steam Department, IlliDois Railway Museun, PO Box 427, Union, IL 60180 or contact Jiln ODolonv
at jopolony@hotmail.com. (P hotos by Victol Humphreys)
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D&RGW #476 leaving Durango, Colorado northbound on its way to Silverton, June 23' 1980

lPeter Smlkla, h. photo)


