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TOP "Little Rockette" was the Rock
lsland's Hot Springs Special with motor
9009 and Rocket cars at Hot Springs,
Arkansas, Augusl 1948. BOTTOM - New
Rock Island switcher #454, also in Hot
Springs, August 1948. (Rdndy Tardy
photos)
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2004 OFFICERS/POSITIONS OF TIIE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLLts
l'lt IISIpENT - RobiD Thomus. 10960 Rivcrcrcst Dr #26, Litlle liock AR ?22 l2- l4 I 2 (50 I -225- I 952)
VI,|{ESIDI.N l - Peler Smykla, Jr,2800 W ]7'Avq Pine DlutrAR 71603-5661 (870-535-4724). p.smvlila@sorldnel.an.nel
'l lu|.^SURER - Waltcr B. Wtrlkcr, E423 Lirda l-n, Lnllc Rock AR 72227-5983 (501-225-0826). *walk€r@aristotlc.net
Sli(ll(ETARY - Jackie Roach.402l S Shacklcford 1142, Littlc Rock AIt 72204 (501-225-6818)
lil) ll OR ' Ko Ziegcnbein, 1023 Claycul C ir, N l-inle Rock AR 72 I I 6-3 728 (501 -?5 8- I 3 40), kcn(rlrdinweathd conl
N l{l lS t) lRECl Olt -ToD Shook. I 7 I 6 Albcna l)r. Linlc Rock AR 72227-3902 (501 -225-895 5)
l,l l( )'l OGR 4 Pl tllR - John C. Jones. I I 7 Cottonvood, She^vood AR 72 | 20-40 | I (50 | -815-l729). j ohnpholonulr?larisbne nct
LI1!L!B!!N - (icne Hull, l5o7 U WashingtM Ave #l l. N l.irtle Rock AIt 721l4 (501.945-7386)
llOAl{D 

'04 - sltuley Wozcrrrll, 108 N l']rln 51. Liltlc lkck AR 7220!3E27 (501-66,1'3301)
l]o^ R l) 05 - l .conald Thal,nucller. 2 l l la.over llr. Lilt lc l{ock AR ?2209-21 59 (50 1 -562-821 1 )
l{)ARL.q! - lnn W.J,elicld. I l6 Aubum l)r Liltle Rocl AR 72205'2769 (501-664'0232)
BO^BL:o7 - lled Fillers, 2m09 Bandy R.l, Litlle Rock LR72223-9720 (5Dl-821-2026), cctillers@aol.con
I]O.^PJI!8 - lton Dsseman, 326 F]sscrman l.n, Dover A tr 72837 -77 54 \479-331-2030). shay4?laocoi.nel

'r'tre ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB h r non-protit orginizraion ol rrilroad and lreir enthlsiasts thit Rrs lorned in 1969. we irr xlso
ihc Liitl€ Rock Chrpt€r ofth. Nltional Rnilvay Hisloricnl So.iety. Wc m.et or thc second Sund.ys ofmosl monrhs rt ? I.n. r\nyonc
int$csted in  t ro ins is  wclcom€l

Duos ro join thc ARKANS,\S RAILROAD CLUB rr0 curr€ntly $20 n year, wliclt includcs tltc montltly/.lalras Xoil.r{./cf nc*slettlr.
l fyou 'd l ikc to jo in t l 'e  NRItS lhrough our  c lub ( t l tus being !  m€mbcr of the L i l t lc  Rock Chtp lcr  NRHS rnd nt t ional  NRI{S) .  yo!  mlst
pny S20 a yerr morc, bringing lhc totrllo S40 0 yeai for bolh. Dues rre.lwrys prynltlc otr Jatrury l" ote{ch yerr, bul you me} pay !l
nny t ihe (m.nbcAhip wiU cr lcnd lhro!81the fo l lowing y€nr) .

'10 jo in or  rcncw, send your  nrme,  .ddrcss nnd phonc number p lus du€s to th.  ARKANSAS RAILROAD Ct,UB, PO DOX 9151,
NOltl l{ LI f ILI ROCK AR 72119. Cdll 501-758-1340 for informstion. The ncwsldtcr cditor,s enftil nddr0$ hl
n iinsadtrr inscnl[.r.co 'n 'lhc Arkrnsas Rnilrosder is put on thc Wcb monthly. nnd that nddres is: Itttp:/hwwtrainwc!l[(r.conr

'I hc next program/mccting of thc Arkansas Railroad Club will be SUNDAY' MARCH 14, 2004 at 2 p.nr. at our
usual site, Pulaski Heights Presbytcrian Church, 4401 Woodlawn Drive, Litt le Rock. The progmm wil l  bc given by
Chuck Laggan ofthe Arkansas Midland Railroad. Chuck is Vice President and Ccneral MaDager oflhc Arkansas
Midland Railroad. headqrartered at Jones Mil l ,  Arkansas.' fhc public is ir lvi ted and rcfreshmcnls wil l  bc thcre l ikc
alrvilys,

Fulure l trogrnms inclLldc: APRII, - John Hodkin, Jr. wil l  giv€ a rai l  photo presentation; MAY or AUCIIS' l  -

I'ossibly a spcaker frorn the Little llock Port Railroad; JULY - Darin T. Archer, Special Agenl ofthe Union Paoific
Police, will givc a talk on railroad police and Operation Lifesaver.

trMAIL NOTIFICATIONS - I have a Iarge list of email addresses of Railroad Club members (nearing 90 ernail
addresses at thc present tiDre) that I occasionally send emails to regarding club Dews or local rail events. In Jaruary I
se ( oul sevcral cmails regarding thc UP 3985 steam train that was to conle through Pine BlutTard Litllc Rock for thc
Supcr Bowl. l fyou'd l ike to be on this l ist,  I  nced your corect email addr€ss (i fyol l  didn't get any notif ication via
cmail ofthc train's delay, then I don't have your address). Like alu,ays, I never share this list with anybody and will
only send email when needed, sometimes weeks apart (l may start sending oul meeting notices as well,just to r€mind
you ofthe nleeting date and program). The return address will indicate Arkansas Railroad Club. Send me your updalcd
email address to: trainsatrainweather.com and I'll put you on my list Here are some that are having their email
bounce: Dan Barr, Cary Ncttles, Daryl Stout. Thanks. (Ken Ziegenbein, editor)

WAIYIEI, t FONSAI.E ONINADE

t hc ibltowing is for rlos€ who want ro llnd ocrtain railroadjclated ircnN. infoimation, or wdt to sell or trade such iLems with olhd railfans Wc

rcscrve tbe right ro rc'use lisrings ifdeerdcd inapproprialc. The AJkansas l{ailroad Club isnoi responsiblc for mhlcad ing .ds.
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ATTENTION
EXCURSION TRAIN

DEVELOPERS - OWNERS/OPERATORS - MANAGERS
The Arkansas Department ofParks and Tourism, State Parks Division, is soliciting an expression ofinter€st and

qualifications from interested parties for a contmct lo own, opcrate and maintain an excursion train on existing rail at
thc Delta Heritage Trail State Park between Snow Lake and Cyprcss Bend (approximately 31.71 niles), Arkansas.

It should be understood that this solicitation is a request to dctermin€ private sector interest in the above projecl.
Intbrmation in the rcsponse may also be used in form lating a strategy to enter iffo negotiations with a qualified
privatc sector group or individual for op€rating and mainlairing an excursion train railway and the righGof-way at tlrc
referenced site. lt should be explicitly understood that no contract will be awarded based solelv on the responsc to this
init ialsol icitat ion.

Iror follow-up information contact:
Mr. Rex Friedman, ChiefPhnner
Arkansas Stste Parks
One Capitol Mall
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
T€lephone: (501) 682-6939
E-Mail: rex.friedman@mail.state.ar.us

II order to be considered, interested paflies nrust submit a writte[ Expression oflnterest letter along with a Stalenrcnl
ofQualifications postmarked not later thaD (NLT) March 26, 2004 to tlre above address or access and dowDload thc
ncccssary docu,nents to submh by going to http://www.ArkansasStateParks.oon before the abovc date.

RAILROAD ABANDONMENT PROPOSALS
'l he addr€ss of lhe Surface Transponation Board is: Office of thc Sccrelary, Case Conlrol Unil, I 925 K Slrccl, Washinglon DC
20423. The STB phone number for abandonment procedures (Ofllcc of Public Scrvices) is: 202-565-1592. ll you conracr rhenr. il
would be handy to usc $e Docket Numbers. Their Web address is: hllpi//www.stb.dol.gov ifyou'd like tbe complete lislings.'lhese abandonment proposah have bee printed in the Federal l{cgister or have comc direcdy lrom the Surlhcc Transporlaliolr
Board. They will go jn c ffect unless one of lhe fo llowing occurs: I ) an o ffer of tinancial assistance is rcceived; 2 ) a req uest lin
public us€ ofthe land is rcceived (for instance, rails-to-trails)i 3) peritions to reopen the case is filed. Railroads, bcfore they can lllc
drese "notices ofcxemption under CFR I I52 Subpart F," musr cediry $at l) no local traffic has mov€d over the line for at lensr 2
years; 2) any overhead traffic can be routed over other Iines; l) no fonnal complaint filed by a user is pcnding andi 4)
cnvironnrental repons, historic repo(s, transmittal letter, n€wspaper publication, and noticc to govemmenlal agencies have been
mcl. Even though approval is granted forthe railroads to abandon, il may be months or years before track is actually taken up.

W EST VIRG INIA - CSX - To abandon a line of railroad. The 14.3 -m il€ line extends irom m ilepost BAJ 0.0 al Rowlesburg 1()
milepost BAJ I 4.3 near Albright in Pr€ston County, WV. The lin€ includes rhe stations of Manheim, Stoer, Parriot Presentarion
Plant, Preston, Morgans Run, Caddell, and Albright. A final decision will be issued by April 9,2004. (STB Docket No. AB-55
(Sub-No.625X, decided D€cember 31,2003, served January 9,2004)

PENNSYLVANIA - Pf,NNSYLVANIA LIN ES LLC - To abandon a .14-mile line of raihoad, extending from milepost 34.51 lo
milepost 34.85 at Coatesville, in Chester County, PA. Effective on February 8,2004. (STB DocketNo. AB-859X, decided
January 6, served January 9, 2004)

NORTH CAROLINA - NORFOLK SOUTHERN - To abandon a segment at the end ofits line ofraihoad known as the old R-
Line. The 1.95-mile segment exrends liom Milepost old R-3.00 lo Milepost old R-4.95, in Cha.lotte, Mecklenburg Counry. NC.
A final dechion will be issued by April 9, 2004. (STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 247X, d€cided January 6, served Janua.y
t2.2004\

ALABAMA - ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD CO. - To abardon a L03-mile line ofrailroad between milepost 3.67 and
milepost4.T in Prichard, Mobile County, AL. €ff€ctive on February I1,2004. (STB DocketNo. AB-43 (Sub-No. 175X, decided
January 6, served January 12,2004)

VERMONT - LAMOILLE VALLtrY RALROAD CO To abaodon appioximat€ly 96.78 miles ofrail Iine in Caledonia,
Washingion, Orleans, Lamoille, and Franklio Counties, VT. fhe rail lines to be abandon€d ar€: (l) Betwe€n apploximately
milepost 0.057 (SJLC valuation station 3+00) in St. Jobnsbury, VT, and approximately milepost 95.324 (SJLC valuation station

ARKANSAS MILROADER Liule Rock Chapter NRHS
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50ll+10) in Swanton. VT, a distance ofApproximatcly 95.26 miles; and (2) thc Hardwick and Woodbury Connecting Track
(H&W) bctwcen approximately H&w valuation station 0+00 (Granitc Junclion) and App.oximalely II&W valualion sration
80 r48 (Buffalo Road), a disrance ofapp.oximalely 1.52 miles, in Hardwick, Vl (collectively, the line).\l\ LVRC also sceks ro
discontinue trackage rights over thc former Central Vermont Railway. Inc (CvR) line berween approximalel] nrilepost t).9 rt
the nonh abulrnent oflhe Missisquoi Riv€r Bridgc at Sheldon Junction and approximaleiy milepost 27 4 at Richford (rhe
I{ichford Subdivision),U\ in Franllin County, VT. Ihe line is owncd by the State ofVennont (Stat€) by and through rhe Starc ol'
Vennont Agency of-l ransportal ion (VTrans). Effective on lebruary 17,2004. (S'lB Docket No. AB-444 (Sub-No. IX, decided
. lanuary 12, s€rved January 16,2004)

KENTUCKY NORFOLK SOUTHf,RN ' 'l-o abandon a 8 74-mile line ofrailroad bctwc€n mjlcpost WP,2.20 al 'l'oler and
nr ilcposr W P- I 0.94 ai Peg, in Pike County, KY. Effecr ive on l.ebruary 26. 2004 (STB Dockct No. 48,290 (Sub,No. 244X,
dccidcd January 20, scrved January 27,2004)

ARKANSAS RAIL NEWS
FORI'SMITH SERVICE TO START

{.t/,(.1alc/ fon Smilh will gcts Sunday passenger lrain excursion, on a tcsl nrarket basis, sta(ing April 4, Arkansas-Missouri
R.rilro d l)assenge. Train Managcr Brenda llrown said in January. 'the Palm Sunday kick-offwill bc lbllowcd with an [astcr
Sunday run, fealurirg the Easler Bonny. Plans are to run A&M's vintage passcngcr train from Springdalc to lrort Sn]irh wilh srops
iI Van Buren coming and going. clcrf Sunday ftom April b August, Brown said. Bccause retuming by lrah to Springdalc would
m.rkc lbr a vcry lorg day. A&M plans to notor coach those passengers back (o Spri'rgdale aner a 2 l/2- 1o 3-lrour na) ;r liorl
Snith.  she said. Passengers wi l l  board ar thc old l r isco Depo( al  the Fort  Smith Nat ional l l istor ic Si le.  Browr) said lhc A&M 'vi l l
kccp their rcgular friday: d Salurday runs to V{n Durcn like always.

Conracl  Ih0m: AI{KANSAS-MISSOUItI  RAILROAD. 306 East Emma Springdalc,  AR 72764. l -800-687-8m0. cnrai l :
!r&@3r&!rD4!!]$acIr:II4

UPDATE TO ARKANSAS SHORTLINES
fhanks 1() Alan Wagoner ofthc Little Rock & Westem for thc following updalc on thc shorllinc railroads in Arkansas list jn rhc

Fcbruary Arkansas Railroader. l hesc were no( on that 1isl, probably because they arc nol members ofthc Shonlinc Raihoad

CaddoVal lcy Rai l roadCo..  l ' .  O. Box2118,Clenwood,AR71943, 870356-4600
Delta Soulhcrn l i r i l road. P. O. Box 1709. Tal lulah, LA. l1282,318 514'5420
Fort Smilh l t r i l road Co.,  (Pioneer Rai lcorp),  l l lS Soulh Johanson Road, Peoria.  I l -  6160?,309 697-1400
El Dorado & Wesson Rai lway, P. O. Box 46, El Dorado, AR 7 1 73 1, 870 863-7 1 00.

CADDO VALLEY RR TO CAT BALDWINS
AccordingtoRandyKcl leronthcYahool isrcal ledRai lspolsaidhehadhcardthatRLlXl26&130(cx-MKT) have been sold

r ( ' C . r d d o V a l l c y R a i h o a d i n A r k a n s a s ( C a d d o V a l l e y R a i l r o a d C o . , P . O . 8 o x 2 l 1 8 , C l e n w o o d , A R 7 1 9 4 1 , 8 7 0 1 5 6 - 4 6 0 0 ) .
Herc's r hhiory oflhose locomolives:
I lL lx 126 DS4,1- 1000m (BLW 72799. 8/46, ex-MKT 26, nee-MKT 1004);  la l- lX 130 I)S44- 1000m (Bl-w ?2836, 2/47. ex-MK I
30. nee"MK'I  I008)

GENERAL RAIL NEWS

L.B. FOSTER/DME
Thc Dakota, Minnesota & Easlcrn

Railroad, which runs through Minnesota
lnd Soulh Dakota, has receiv€d a
Rai lroad Rchabilitation and

(R€member L.B. Foner? It was the
company that oblained the Rock Island
in weslcm Arkansas in the early 1980s)
(L B. Fonet nev,t rclease, Fahtudry 9,
2041)

UNION PACIFIC HIRING
In mid January, Uoion PaciUc

announced it was hiring abour 1,000 new
conductors around the country A high
volume of retiremenls and increased
business demands .esulled in this action.

Salaries stan at $30.000-$40,000 a ycar.
Applicants nced to be at leasl l8 ycars
old. They musi first complctc a 14-w€ck
training program and thcn pass a medical
exam, drug tcst and background
invesligarion. Applicants sfiould visit
Union Pacifics Web site al \!ww.up.com
and click on the "Jobs al UI'" scction and
then click on "Union Pacific Railroadi
View Posi l ions." c l ick on Truin
Service" fo. the conduclor positions.
Applications must be complct€d and

lmprovcmenl Financing (RRIF) Loan in
rhe amounr of $231 mil l ion from the
f€dcral Rail.oad Administration.
Iirnding will be used 1o refinance debt
and upgrade infiastructure along parls ol
its existing roule. L. B. Fosler owns
rbour 15 percenl of the DM&E.

ARKINSAS M]LROADER LiIIIe RocK ChapIeT NRHS



submitt€d online for Ore job at the
specific location of interest. Those
without compute$ should visit their
local job service, public library or copy
center. Union Pacific has about 47,000
employees. Union Pacific will also
transfer more lhan 1,000 workers ftom
St- Louis to its n€w h€adquart€rs
buildins in Omaha, Neb. fUP /val'r

TULSA UNION DEPOT NEWS
(Iulsa, Oklahona) - The Oklahoma

Jazz Hall of Fame will be moving into
the Tuha Union Depot. Besides a
performance hall, the Depot willgive the
Jazz Hall some much needed meeting
and ofiice space, as well as room for a
computer center for community use,'Ihere was no date mentioned as to when
it rlill be complete, but the news story
was in early January 2004.

IC DEPOT TO CET Rf,NOVATED
(l/icl.rburg, MS) - Wotk began in €arly

January restoring a 96-year-old freight
and passenger depot (former lllinois
Centml) that willsewe as a visitorcenter
and railroad museum in Vicksburg. The
work is supposed to be over by June
2004. The City of Vicksburg purchased
the depot at the fool of Crove Street for
$215,000 in 2003.The depot building
was declarcd a Mississippi Landmark,
and rhat allows lh€ city to seek certain
grants for work on it. Th€ city is also
se€king a grant ftom the Great American
Station Foundation, a nonprofit
organizalion that helps communities
re!italizc old raihoad stdtions.

The d€pot was a center for north-south
.ail activiiy in the first part of the last
century. In 1931, much business moved
to th€ Holly Street Depot. The
dorntown depot was used by Illinois
Central Raihoad for offices until 1974
and has been used for a variety of
purposes since, including as a kidney
dialysis center and as a restaurant.

SNOWBIRDS RAIL EXPRESS
(Phoenix, /lritona) - Burlington

Nodhern Santa Fe and Autolog corp.
announced in January they were
launching car"rail seNice liom Pho€nix
to Chicago, Minneapolis and N€w York
City starting March 4. The s€rvic€ will

cost rround $450 and will get the
v€hicles to their spring destinations in 7-
l0 days, rather than the more-than-two
weeks need€d by auto-hauling trucks.
BNSF estimat€s that 250,000 people
ilorn northern states move to the
Phoenix-Tucaon area every winter with
their vehicles. (8/VSD

RAILAMERICA SBLLS CHILE RR
RailAmerica said in late January that it

plans to s€ll its int€rest in irs Chilean
rai l road for $ I8. I  mi l l ion.

SOME RAILROAD PROFITS UP.
SOME DOWN

Union Prcific profit rose 46 percent in
th€ fourth quarter of2003, helped by the
sale of its trucking business. Ovemit€.
Burlington Northern Srnla Fe Corp.
said quarl€rly profil climbed l2 percent,
boosted by higher cargo vohrmes. After
putting aside $21 million fbr potential
claims, K$nsrs City Southern r€ported
an 80 percent decline in earnings in 2003
compared with 2002. However, KCS
fourth-quarter reveoue increased, from
$144.2 ni l l ion to $148.5 mi l l ion.
Norfolk Southern Corp. said quanerly
eamings fell 60 percent as the company
wrote down the value of a four-year-old
fiber-optic investment and had costs for
job culs.

CUMBRES & TOLTEC RUNNING
After a year of bar€ly op€rating

because of finances and forest fires, new
management and new financing in 2004
have ofiicials hopeful that ridership will
double this year and plan to have thr€e
vintage st€am locomotives on line when
the season opens May 29. The 64-mile
narow-gauge line, built in the 1880s,
crosses the remote, mountainous New
Mexico- Colorado border ll times on
each trip between Antonilo and Chama,
N.M. over 10,015- foot Cumbres Pass.
The railroad will operate every day of

ihe week except Friday through Oct. 17.
On Mondays and Wednesdays, one aain
departs iiom Antoniro at l0 a.m. On
Tuesdays and Thursdays, one train
depads fiom Chama at l0 a.m. On
Saturdays and Sundays, rrains depart
ftom both chama and Antonito. AII
trains stop at Osier, Colo. - roughly
midway between the towns - for lunch.

5
A hot lunch is included. Thcre is also an
all-railroad roundtrip between Chama
and Osier, orAntonito and Osier.

Tick€ts may be purchased at the train's
stations; via a secure website,
www.cumbrestoltec.com; or by calling
1-888,CUMBRES (t-888-286,2737\.
Prices vary dep€nding on the day and
whether you want r€turn lransportation
provided; call or check the websir€ to
find out about pric€s for the trip you
want. Because of high dcmand, rickets
for opening weekend, May 29 and 30
can be purchas€d only by phone. Tickets
for all other dates may be purchased via

T&P STATION RENOVATION
(Fa Watth, renar./ - Conslr0clion

could begin this spnng
redevelopmenl of the old I'exas &
Pacific railroad terminal in rort Wonh
after sitting vacant for tbur years. the
$26 million developm€nt plan calls for
tuming the upper floors of the art-deco
T&P buildine into 130 apartmenls. The
bottom floor has aheady been converted
into a station for the Trinity Railway
Express. Up to 100 aparhenrs aod a
parking garage are planned on an
adjacent lot. (Wouldnl that be a geal
place to live? via Fo Wotth Star
Tetegram)

TOWER I7 Df,COMMISSIONED
(Rosenberg, Tetat) - Union Pacific

decomrnissioned Towcr 17 in
Rosenberg, Texas on February 10, 2004,
the last manned interlocking lower ir
Texas, built in 1903. Tower 17 is the
"last" traditional manned interlocking
tower in the State ofTexas. Tower 16 in
Sherman and Tower 47 in El Paso both
closed in 2001 leaving'lower 17 as $e
last holdout. The Rosenb€rg Railroad
Museum has raised sufficienl funds to
move the tower to ils grounds once lhe
tower is oflicially decommhsioned.

Here's the olficial Union Pacific
General Orderi

TJNION PACIFIC RR COMPANY,
GL]DDEN SUBDIVISION CENERAL
ORDER NO. 8. PUR?OSE|
Effective 0800, February 10, 2004, CP
SA035 will be removed iiom s€rvice and
th€ contol operator for Tower 17 will b€
the Clidd€n Subdivision train dhpatcher.
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lDfon.alion and instrucriors for this
subdivision thal are not specifically
nrodified by this gcne.al order renrain jn

cllect. ElTective: February 4,2004
CANCELLA rIONS - l his ordcr cancels
dll previous orde.s fbr the Gliddcn
Stbdivtsion. (Yia the lnte eq

RAIL CENTER CONSTITUCTION

Volume XXXV. Number 3 - March 2004
lDalla', Terar) Union Pacific is

planning to build a large rail/inrcrmodal
cenlcr that will be one of the largcsl
businesses ever builr on the Interstate 45
corridor south of Dallas. l he big
indust.ial facilily will be in lhe iowrs ol'
Wilmer and Hutchins. The 350-acre
project will bc on I-45 at Winlerg.een
Road south of lnte.statc 20. The Wilnrer,

Hutchnrs comple) i  wi l l  co
and have a lmosl  as 'nany lac i i i t ies as
Burlington Norlhern Sanla Fe Corp.'s
inlcrmodal complex at Alliance Airport.

QUESTIONi When the ruwet gacs aut,
gotld thc lld:hing red lights still camc
on dt a ruiltuu.l cra$ins tJ a nau ts

AMTRAK NEWS
I IAIL FUNDINC PITOPOSAL

Scnators lonr Carper and Joc Bidcn want Cong.ess to support a Xi42 billion plan lhey said would end ball€s over Aortrak
lirnding nnd improve federal support ol frcight and passcngc. rail.oad proj€cts. l he plan, callcd thc Amcrican Railroad
I tcv i l r l iza l ior r  Invest 'nenl  and l . lnhancemcnt  Acl  or  ARRIVL-21,  would gel  most  o l  i ls  nroney lhrough a bond issuc.  pr iva lc
irveslnrent instcad ol tax dollars.   non-prolit, public-private corporalion would oversec the Iund. Crrpcr said. An1truk, sralc
govcmrrrcnts and privalc rril f-fcight companies could apply for granls to inrprovc tracks. bridges and prrchasc n$y equiprncnt.

EXCURSIONS/SHOWS/EVENTS OF OTHER CLUBS
TAITKANSAS -  PINE I ILUFF Apr i l  3 ,2004 Ihc gth Annual  Col(on Bcl l  Rai l  l l i r tor ica l  Socjc ly 's  Show ard Sr le wi l l  bc

hcld r l  rhe Ark lnsas Rai l road Museunr rn Pinc Blu l l  on Apr i l  3 ,  2004.  a Saturday.  Contact  ( ;era ld Coofcr ,  (h(on L lc l t  l i r i l
l l is lor ica l  Socicty .  i 'O l lox 2044.  Pi t rc  Blu i l  AR 7l6 l l -2044 for  tablc  and show informat ion.

t l  ENNlSSnI  EXCURSIONS NATIONWIDE Southcrn Appalachia Rai lway Muscum. I )O ao] i  5870,  Knox! i l lc ' lN
17928. ruls rarc'lnilcaCe lmin cxcursn)ns natbnwide and on a rcgrlar basis opcrarcs thc Sccret Cily Sccnic 1i)icursion bcr$ee'r lhe
li)rnrcr K-25 Manhal|an l'rciccl fdcility plant lo thc comnrunity ofBlair, Tcnncssec. You can contact thcrn by calling 865-l'l l-
I1 .10 or  go thc i r  websi tc  r l  ! \ \ \  $ .soulhernappalachia. ra i lway.museunr.  Mcmbcrship is  530 for  lhe f i rsr  ye l r  nnd $20 a y la l

' Ih0 
ofgaDi^r  o l  rhesc rarc-nr i lcage crcurs ions is  Chrb me'nber Rart  Jcnnings.  l le  wi l l  hrvc cxcursnn)s at  lhc cnd o l  Mry l ( ,0 .1

i r )  Ofcgon.  ldrho rnd Morni rna and is  se l l ing t ickc ls .  I lc fc  is  thc p lanncd schcdulc:
Oro, ton Jos(ph I l r rnch (Snlurdry,  May ?2)  '  I  h is  t r ip  is  a lmosl  so ld oul ! i  ldnho ( ; ranscvi l lo  l l rxnch (Sutrd, ry .  Mrv ?3) i

( c D t r a l M o n l x n a l { l t i l ( M o n d a y r n d T u c s d r y , M a y 2 4 a n d 2 S ) - ' l i c k c l s a r c n o $ o n s a l c  I n c l r d c s  l u n c h  N n d / ( r  d i r n c r  ( h c c l i

oLrr  lho l ick l r l  rnd t r ip  i r r {b r t  "www.s(Julhcnrdppalachia. ra ih lav museunl ' .
tOIaEGON Mx]  21,2004 -  I 'c tcr  Snykla.  Jr .  o fPine Bluf f .  Arkansas,  is  boking at  sponsor ing a photo l ic ighl  da) ,  on Ihc

Sunrpr t r  V{ l lcy rcrr  I lakcr ,  Oregor) ,  on May 21.2004,  thc day bcforc rhc OrcgonJoscph l l ranch t r ip  rbovc 
' lhc 

l r l l i r  $ould u lc
l -8-2 / r  l9  and l re ight  cars,  pR)br ib ly  a crboose lbr  passcngcrs.  

' lhcy 
have quotcd n pr icc ofXi l500 lbr  rhe cvcnr  l r  rv i l l  go cnoLrgh

rre rnrcrcsred. Conracr Peter lbr r )rc dclails at 870535-4724. Ile nceds fl ccrtair anrounl o1-riders kJ nnr dre rrnin
IAI IKANSAs -  CONWAY Ihc Cenr.a l  Arkrnsas Model  Rai l road Club Ineets monlh ly  on lhc t ] rc t  Monday o l  lhe Innnh.

usu l ly  a l  r l rc  l raulkner  County l . ibrary.  1900TylerSt , inConway.Arkansasinthc largelneet jngroornonrhele l ls idcol the
library. 

'l 
i c is 7:00 p.m. on those Mondays. Proglams vary. bul incllrd€ videos, layouts, geneml trnin talk, seminars, etc

ARKANSAS MILROADER Little Rock Chaprer NRHS

| .o ' ion l / le t*vmerbc6hip in lhc^*ansa5Rai | roadC|Ub(Li l t lcRockchal terNat ionalRai |wa} l I is tor ica lSociet } )
Antruat du.s src $20 lor locnlducs (Dlus $20lbr thc nalionalNRtlS duc! ifyou waDt tojoin thc NRIIS through our churlcr. a lotal ol $.10 la'
borh lo.al and nalional.lucs). Scnd to:  rkansas Raihoad Club, PO Box 9151, Notlh Littlc Rock AR 721l9

NAMIJ

ADDRISS

c l ] Y s] A]-E _ ZIl,

I'HONE EMAIL

seid ch.ck_ madr orl to thc Arkansas R.ilroad Club, PO Box 9151. NorLh Litllc Rock AI{ 721 19. Call 501-?56-1340 ror do.. inlarmar,on or
visit us on rhe wcb at hft!:/ \eN.l in$lalrcr.cop and click on ArkunNas Railrcdder Our email is lrdins(/ilrani\v.athrr conl
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THE EAGLES ROOST AT LITTLE ROCK

by: eene guLl

It was l2:05 a.m. on Sunday, l6 July 1967. Train No. l, the streamlined TEXAS EAGLE, rolled
to a gentle stopo at Missouri Pacific Union Depot at Little Rock on her way from St. Louis,
Missouri to San Antonio, Texas. There were 586 passengers aboard and everyone ofthem
climbed the cast iron stairway to reach the concrctc concotuse and made their way into the marble
and tile waiting room of the station.

Oh, what an echoing bedlaml

The big diesel locomotive and the empty cars sat silent and quiet.

One hour and forty-five minutes later an identical train arrived ftom the opposite direction. It was
1 :50 a.m. and train No. 2, the northbound TEXAS EACLE fiom San Antonio to St..Louis,
discharged 480 passengers, who also climbed the old iron stairway to the concourse.

The big waitilg room llow was vibratingl

ELECTRO-MOTIVE DIVISION - General
Motors 2000 h.p. E7-A No. 26 (renumbered
from No. 7017 in 1962) u,as tied up near the
Colonial Bakery. (Gene Hull photo)

Four track at Little Rock Union Depol were
Jilled with passenger cars during lhe slrike-
(Gene Hull photo)

At 7:40 a.m. Train No. 4, with its string ofcoaches arrived from Ft. Worth, Texas hound for
St..Louis, anived on time. More passengers joined the noisy, restless crowd.

The SOUTHERNER, southbound from St. Louis to Texarkana, made her way into the crowded
yard at Union Depot at 10:00 a.m. The upstairs waiting room was a veritable "can of sardines."

Arkahsas Railroader
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baggage trucl$ sat idle, waitingfor a "highball " (Gene Hull photo)
A combination baggage'mail car sits beside the fueling stahd pipes Even the ruhhet tired

'EM;-GM 
1953 nodel GP-7 number 324 (ex-number 4258) got caught in the tie-up'

(Gene Hull Photo)

Arkansas Raiboader
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Some \cary passengers were actually trying to lie on thc massive oak benches. peoplc were
swirling about rather aimlessly, like the sluggish ourrent in a rocky stream. Some were
liustratingly kicking heary luggage. A few were even philosophically calm.

Onc cldcrly woman was fuming wilh indignation. Shc had been on her way to thc tcclring city ol
Mincral Wells, l exas when she and her luggage were de-tmined at Little Rock_ Ho$ was shc
supposed to visit her grandchildrcn in l-exas?

Shc displayed a leather folder, saying to no one in particular, but to everyone in general, ..Jusl
look al this. I 'm the proud ow[er ofthe most worthless piece ofpaper in thc worldl '

Shc w.as cl isplaying a l i fct ime pass issucd to hcr husband, who was actually an IINGtNEER at St..
l.ouis. It sccmcd she thought a liee ridc was her constitutional right.

One lellow actually was enjoying himscll Hc was Naranjan Singh Gill, India.s embassador to
Mcxico. Ile and his wife, granddaughter (three years old) and two servants were on ulerr way lo
thc Exposition '67 at Montreal, Canada and thcn a month in Europe, while on their way to Indiit.

I Ic was going to take advantagc ofthe intcrfuption ofhisjourncy to tour the grounds ol our
bcr i l i t l  state capitol.

' ' l ivcry cloud has a si lver l ining," he said.

n swealing Redcap wiped his gleaming black face. ,,Thcy ain't been nuthin likc tlris sincc thc
war!" Presumably he meant World War t l .

What \\as causing the lirrious uproar al the Union Depot?

A1 nridnight Saturday, l5 June 1967, members oflhe Intemational Association of Machinisls
began a nationwide strikc, notjust on lhe railroads. Railroad employees would not cross a union
pickct line. Trains, freight and passenger, halted at the nearest lerminal.

'lhcre 
wrs more confusion at thc station. A young woman from Iowa was on her way to Mexico

1o tcach school. She also was trying to shepherd seven members ofa Mexican family who spoke
no [nglish.

One rvoman finally madc her way to the window in front of a hanied ticket agent. Shc was
dcmanding a refund o1'money she had paid a porler for thc use ofthree pillows she never hacl a
chancc lo use.

Missouri Pacitic oltcials franticirlly made arangements with Continental Trailways llus Syslcm to
honor thc unuscd ponions of all tickets. 'fhere 

is no meDtion of how the 1200 passcngcrs gol ro

Arkansus Railroader
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the bus terminal.

Ofcourse, Murphy's Law was in full force. Passengers were directed to the bus station at
Markham and Louisiana streets. Lines ofpassengers, two abreast, extended outside and down the
sidewalk along Markham Steet. The Mo.P. ofllcials forgot about the OTHER Trailways bus
station one block further east - at Markham and Main, where there was verv little increase in
traffic.

-lhe 
crowd around the bus station at Louisiana made it almost impossible for bus drivers and

portcrs to get inlo the building. ]'here were two buses scheduled for St. Louis on Sunday, bu1 this
lime eighl were on the road. No buses were scheduled for Houston, Texas, but live were
dispatchcd.

lhis event would be remembered a long time by a lot ofpeople. A young fellow in an amly
unifbrm said he had to bc a1 Fort Hood, Texas by noon and it already was 3:30 a.m. Hc was
muttcring that Little Rock was even worse than Fort Polk, Louisiana.

A dishevcled woman was desperately trying to control four young children. One already had
gottcn lost i|r the crowd four tinres. "The next time he can just stay here!"

n 1 2r30 a.m. a raspy voice over the loudspeaker was paging Mrs. Perlie Mac Parncll. Twenty
minutcs latcr she still had not answered. Perhaps that was because a group was at the concession
sland listcning 10 country music on a radro.

'l he ttlendant at thc concession stand was really busy dispensing coffee, Coca-Cola, hot dogs and
conlic books.

lhe loudspeakcr began calling Perlie Mae Pamell again.

At J:30 a.m. the crowd began crowding around the ticket window when the agent announced he
was ready to stamp tickets for use on the buses. As the crowd thinned out, the pandemonium
subsided and relative quiet returned.

It was 7:00 a.m. when Mrs. Perlie Mae Pamell arrived at the ticket window. She had been on the
train sound asleep and missed everything.

President Lyndon B. Johnson signed emergency legislation to end the strike. At 2:50 p.m.
'fuesday l8 July 1967 Missouri Pacific workers began repofting for duty.

'lhe first nationwide strike in 20 years was over. .$1

Arkansas Railroader
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R0(x lsLAltD t{ES

LEF] Choctaw Rockel schcdulc. about 1948 ABOVE ll.and)
Tardy and Walter Walker nexl to thc I tock Is land car 'Amrr i lk)  a(
ihe Rock Islard dcpol in l lot  Springs. ,^rkansas in Augusr 1946.
BELOW Rock ls land dcpot and tracks, l lot  Springs. Augusr
1949. (Rundy Ta,.cly &llectnn)
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"Flercules," lhe Rock lsland Lines' new Diesel €lcctric locomolive, is among rhe larg€st and most powcrful
in the world. This giant, first ofoine to be delivered to the Rock lsland Lines, has 5400 horseDower, is 190
feet long and is gear€d for speeds up to 70 miles per hour in fieight scrvicc.

"Hercules" is on its first assignment Ieft Chicago pulling I25 loaded freight cars. a lrair a mile and onc-
quarter long, carrying 4600 tons ofvitalwar fr€ight.. (Public Relations Depannent, Rock Island Lines,
Chicago, April 25, 1941. Randy Tatuy co ection)

; . .

Rock lsland #4343, "City ofLittle Rock," unknown location. (Randy Tatdy collection)


