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A STRANGE TRAIN IN ARKANSAS

by

CLIFION E. HULL

In  March ,  1948,  the  peop le  6 f  Arkansas  were  inv i ted
to  inspec t  some o f  the  most  soph is t i ca ted  and Iuxur ious
passenger  t ra in  equ ipment  ever  seen anywhere .  The ra i l roads
of  the  count ry  were  e i ther  us ing  or  th ink ing  6 f  byy ing ,
equ ipment  such as  th is .  The fo lks  in  Arkansag were  g iven
a prev iew o f  the  t ra in ,  wh ich  they  cou ld  Look  fo rward  to
r i . t ing  no t  too lonE in  the  fu tu re .

.  Th is  event  i s  in  sharp  cont ras t  to  the  s i tua t ion  less
than 25  years  la te r .  Not  on ly  the  luxury  t ra ins ,  hu t  every
passenger  taa in  in  n rkansas  was taken ar4ay  f rom the  peop le .
r rnd  on ly  a f te r  a  long s t rugg le  was Amtrak  persuaded to
run  a  t ra in  th rough the  s ta te .

March  15 ,  1948,  was a  warm,  ear ly  spr ing  day  a t  L i t t le
Rock .  Large ,  f lu f fy  wh i te  c lodds  sa i led  swi f t l y  a long on  a
br isk  b reeze.  I t  was  humid ,  and f requent l i  i t  seemed as
i f  there  wou ld  be  a  rea l  g round-soak ing  shwwer ,  bu t  in  a  few
minutes  the  sun fought  i t s  way  ou t  o f  the  c loud b lanket .

The noon hour  was drawing  near  and a  group p f  expec tan t
spec ta to rs  wa i ted  bes ide  a  spur  t rack  ex tend ing  westward
f rom the  dark  red  br ick  passenger  s ta t ion  6 f  the  Rock  Is land
at  L i t t le  Pock .

" I  wonder  what i t  looks  l i ke?"
r rHear  t& l "L  r ta in t  never  been  any th ing  I i ke  i t I I '
I 'Boy ,  i t  must  rea l ;y  be  someth in r  to  .see  I  r r

Specu la t ion  was runn ing  pred ty  f ree ly .  I  was  do ing  some
fancy  wonder ing  mys e  l f .

Soon there was a f lumy of movement down in the rai l-road
yards .  sou th  o f  the  depo t ,  and  the  Iong ,  founded ,  pecu l ia r
Iook ing  passenger  t ra in  came g l id ing  smooth ly  on to  the  long
spur  t rack ,  runn ing  backward .  The rear  end o f  the  t ra in  was
smooth  and b l -und as  a  b ig  lead bu l Ie t .  There  was a  g lass
bubb le  on  the  roo f  o f  each o f  the  four  cars .  A  magn i f i cen t
d iese l  locomot ive  was on  the  o ther  end.

For  su te ,  there  never  had been any th ing  l i ke  i t  in
Lit t le Rock bef ore I The TRAIl, l  0F TOMMRROIf had already amived.



ARKANSAS FAILROADER MAY. 1975

A group o f  45  persons  had been inv i ted  to  come to
Br ink ley ,  board  the  fancy  t ra in ,  and r ide  back  to  L i t t le
Rock .  t+ t  9 :2O on Monday morn ing ,  March  15 ,  1948,  they
s tepped aboard ,  and had hard ly  begun to  comprehend a l l
the  magn i f i cence conf r ibn t ing  them before  they  weee ro l l ing
across  the  r i ver  in to  the  Bock  Is land s ta t ion .

The embrgo idea fo r  the  t ra in  began a t  the  headquar te rs
o f  the  E lec t ro -Mot ive  D iv is ion  o f  the  Genera l  Motors  Corp .
a t  Lacrange,  ILL .  Th is  was the  company wh ich  was qu ick ty
becoming  the  ma jo r  bu iLder  o f  d iese l  l ocomot ives ,  a  rad ica l
depar tu re  foom the  accepted  way o f  runn ing  a  ra i l road.  The
company was no t  in te res ted  in  bu i ld ing  passenger  t ra ins ,  bu t
i f  new t ra ins  were  pu t  in  opera t ion  they  probab ly  wouLd be
pu l led  by  d iese l  l ocomot ives .

C.  R.  Osborn ,  v ice-pres ident  o f  Genera l -  Mdtors  and
Genera l  Manager  o f  ELec t ro -Mot ive ,  was  r id ing  the  cab o f  a
f re igh t  d iese l  eng ine  grhough the  Cd lorado Rock ies  in  Ju Iy
1944.  He was s tudy ing  war t ime gre igh t  movements ,  bu t  he
aLso was enraptured  by  the  panoramic  v iew o f  th is  match less
scen ic  beauty  as  seen th roughthe  w ide  s lan t ing  w indsh ie ld
o f  a  d ies  e  L

_ . " I f  peop le  knew what  they  cou ld  see  f rom here ,  they
wou l ,d  pay  $500  jus t  to  s i t  i n  the  f i remants  sea t  f rom Ch icaqo
to the Coas t I  I '

l r thy  shou ldnr t  the  t rave l ing  pub l ic  ge  g iven the  oppor tun i ty !
to  be  th r i l - Ied  by  the  majes t ic  beauty  o f  the  wor ld  a rouhd
them as  they  rode the  g leaming ra i l s  o f  Amer ica ts  ra i l roads
af te r  the  agon ies lo f  war  were  over? l -

He took  the  idea to  the  eng ineer ing  depar tment  o f
EMD,  and the  ded igners  were  to ld  to  des igh  the  f ines t  passenger
t ra in  the i r  m inds  coufd  conce ive  so  Long as  i t  was  prac t ica i
to  opera te .  The resu l t  was  1500 c rayon ske tches  o f  what
e legant  passenger  equ ipment  shou ld  be .  From these,  one hundred
were  dec l -a red  prac t icab le  and thev  were  the  bas is  fo r  the
ISAIN AF TOMON11oW.

i .aJL . ls  o f  the  var ious  cars  tvere  bu i l t  and  execut ives  o f
r  to  inspec t  then.  They
rc ic i ,  p res i ien t  o f  the
,e  one o f  the  ; , rany  fea tures'ed  in  h is  shops  a t  / .u ro ra ,
leva ted  above the  car  roor ,
ch  passer r3ers  cou lq  v ieL  the
ucne  ano  I ' as  p lacec  in  se rv ice

in  June,  I945,  ano the  cassen, ,c rs  r . r ,e  re  h i_h ly  eh tnus ia i t i c . -
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Qu i te  a  few ra iL  execu t i ves  expressed  the i r  des i re  to  see
a  fu l l  s i ze  t ra in ,  s im i la r  to  the  modeL cars .  E fec t ro -Mot i ve  le t
a  cont rac t  in  the  fa l l  o f  1945 to  Pu l  Ima n  -S tandard  fo r  the
fabr ica t ion  o f  the  cars .  Co l labora t inq  w i th  E lec t ro -Mot ive  were
63 d i f fe ren t  compan ies  in  deve lop ing  t f ,e  sar ious  fea tures-a i r
cond i t i on ing ,  hea t ing ,  l i gh t ing ,  s  t y l  i ng .

In May 28, 1946, the TRTTIN 0F TOMORROIV was ready.

The dec is ion  was made to  show the  magn i f i cen t  t ra in  to  the
peop le  6 f  Amer ica .  Th is  wou ld  he lp  the  ra i l roads  a t t rac t  more
passengers .  A  t rave l  schedu le  was  worked  du t  to  ia i s i t  near l y
I00  major  c i t ies  f rom coas t  to  coas t .  Th is  tour  o f  Amer ica

began May 29 ,  1947 f rom Ch icago.

Ten months  la te r  th is  fabu lous  t ra in  a r r i ved  a tL i t t le  Rock .
There  cer ta in ly  was no  lack  o f  in te res t .  The sun f ina l l y  fo rced i t s
way th rough the  c louds  and i t  was  a  most  comfor tab le  day .

(colttruueo rN JUNE rssuE)

SCOTI  &  BEaRSKIN LAKE RY:  The Scot t  &  Beersk in  Lake Ry haa
resumed opera t ions  fo r  the  season.  Hours  o f  opera t ion  are
I :00  p .n .  to  5 :00  p .m.  on  Sa tu rday  and  Sunday  o f  each  week .
F6res  a re  $2 .00  fo r  adu l t s  ad  I .O0  fo r  ch i ld red .

READER RAILROAD:  The L i t t le  Missour i  Coro  wh ich  counts  amonq
i ts  incorpora tors ,  R ichard  Gr iggsby  and Ph i I  Powledge,  has
acqu i red  cont ro l  6 f  the  Reader  Ra i l road and is  mak ing  p lans  to
re tu rn  i t  to  opera t ion .  A  char te r  had been Author ized  by  the
Arkansas  Transpor ta t ion  Commiss ion  mak ing  i t  once mone a  Common
Carr ie i .  P fans  are  be ing  made fo r  mdv ing  locomot ives  in to  the
area.  Th is  oub l i ca t ion  w i l l  keep themembersh io  abreas t  o f  . la te
deve lopments  in  the  nex t  i ssue.

AMRMKING: Amtrak has ordered 435
of  $253 mi l l ion .  Pu l lman Standard
cars  and 200 s tandard  s ing le  leve l
w i th  c lea rance  l im i ta t ions .  Budd
cars ,  an  ex tens ion  o f  an  ex is t ing

The  doub le  deck  car  o rder  cons is ts  o f  60  food  serv ice  ca rs ,  120
coaches  and  55  s leep in .o  ca rs .  The  cars  ra ' i L1  be  hea ted  e ldc t r i ca l l y
ins tead o f  by  s team.  Capac i ty  w i l l  be  86  to  108 persons  depend ing
on the  leng ih  o f  the  t r ip .

new passenger  ca rs  a t  a  cos t
w i l l  bu i ld  235 doub le  decker
cars  fo r  use  on  Eas te rn  roads

wi l I  bu i ld  200 met ro l iner  s tv le
o rder  fo r  292  s im i la r  ca rs .



Sat . ,  Ju ly  12
Sun. ,  Ju Iy  13
Sat . ,  Ju Iy  19
Sun. ,  Ju ly  20
Sat . ,  JJu Iy  26
Sun. ,  Ju Iy  27
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SOUTHETIN STEalv l : (CoNT'D)  On Saturday ,  May 3 ,  eng ine  #63O was
schedu led  to  make i t s  f i r s t  t r io  s inee overhau l .  The run
was fxom B i rmingham to  Co lumbus,  U iss  andre turn .  Other  s team
s chedu l .es  a re  :

Sat . ,  May 10  Eng.  722 At lan ta  to  Ga inesv i l le  Ga & re t .
Sun. ,  May 1 l  "  722 fo r  Bpy  Scouts  o f  nmer ica  Conv.
Sat . ,  May 24  Eng.  630 Tenta t ive  t r ips  each day  f rom
Sun., May 29 rr 630 Mobiel.  ALABAI\4A GULF NRHS.
Sat . ,  June 14  Eng.  4501 Lou isv i l le  to  Danv i } le  Ky  & r l .e t .
Sun:  ,  June 15  "  4501 Run up  l , r 'add ie  H i l l  to  Danv i l le
i :ed . ,  Ju Iy  2  to  INDEPENDENCE L IMITED 1 I1  ten ta t i ve ly  scheduJ.ed
Sun. ,  Ju ly  6  to  opera te  be tween eas tern  Kentucky  andk

a l ,exande ia  Va v iaa  rou te  ye t  to  be  de termined.
ROAI$OKE-NRHS Engine 45OI
Eng. 4501 rrfexandria to Front Boyal Va & ReL

'r 4501 One more t ime
r r  45Ol  a  th i rd  t ime!  I
"  4501 And s t i l . I  aga in t  I  I
' '  4501 Richmond to Keysvi l le Va & ret
r '  45OI Aaain OLD DOMINION-NRIIS.

CLI ITLHFIELD STEiTM:  C l inch f ie ld  R.  i l road has  announced a  s team
schedu le  fo r  the  coming season es ing  Eng ine  #1 .  The schedu le
is  most ly  bponsored by  c lubs  and chapters .  Bes t  w ishes  to  a l " I
the  sponsors  and the  C l inch f ie ld  RR.

Sun. ,  MAy 1 l  Spar tanburg ,  S .C.  to  Erv r ' in  r  Tenn.  &  re t .
Sat . ,  June 14  Spar tanburg ,  SC.  to  Env in  Tenn & Ret .
Sun. ,  June 15  Same rou te  "Rhododendron Spec ia l "
Sant ,  June 21  Erw in ,  Tenn to  S t .  PauI  Va & Ret .

Other  runs  are  schedu led  in  the  fa l l  beg inn ing  in  September .

SOTJTF-E. t ; i  i )a , - IF I ' -  i i :FE, t :  r , f te r  the  na t ions  ra , i l roars  naue
the i r  su ; ,es t ions  abcu t  the  d iv i s ion  o f  the  , l ock  I s lanc
in  the  event  tha t  i t  i s  unab le  to  cont inue opera t ions ,  the
Southern  loc i f i c  has  nor ,  repor ted ly  nace en  i ; f fe r to  purchase
the  l ine  be t ' , reen Tucemcar i ,  . . . .  i , . .  ans  l l .ansas  Gi ty  ,  i i o  to
Freserve  the  : l lLDEi .  STF.TE , ICUT;  v ,h ich  has  ex is teu  s ince  1902
anJ  a lso  tne  por t i cn  f ron :  B r ink l€ )  1  r , r k . ,  to  i , ' emph is ,  Tenn . ,
ove l  ' . ' n i ch  the  Cot tcn  Be l t  i s  n r r . ,  ;pe ra t in - . .

i . rkansas  la i l r :a r -  , j l ub  i s  a  no t  f  : r r  p r i i ' i t  o rean iza t i : - rn  tha t
meets  n  the  sec inu  Suncay  : f  each nrn th .  i : : t  in io r : , ra t i rn ,
| r i t e  ' ,  - , .  3 :x  558c ,  L i t t l e  - t . ck ,  , - r k .  72203


