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WHf,RE WAS THIS PICTURE TAKEN? - It shows Rock Island 427 heading a passenger train
somewhere in Arkansas. It was sent in by Jackie Goff of Kentucky, who is looking for information on her
grandfather, the third person from the right (closeup elsewhere in newsletter). His last name was Sanders. He
was a native of Little Rock and worked for the Rock Island. He was supposedly a lusty conductor, and
Jackie's grandmother returned to Kentucky with a pregnancy and a postcard. She says the photo was taken in
1914, since that's when her father was bom (the pregnancy mentioned above). Ifanyone can help, contact
Jackie via email at crazycuoe2@ttolcom, or call Jackie in Kentucky with any info at I -888-817-9449.
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The ARKANSAS RAILROAO CLUB h r non-profit orgrnintion ofrnikord rnd train entturiasls thstwas forn.d ir I969. W€ ar€ iho
th€ Littl. Rock Chrpt.r ofth€ Nrlional R.ilwry Hhtoric.l Soci.ty. We m.€t on lhe s€.ond Sundrys of mosl nonths a( 2 p,n, Anyonc
inleresled in trRins is *€lcomel

Dus to join lhc A R KANSAS R{ILROA D CLUB 3r. cu rrentl} $20 n y€sr, which includes the monthly ,4.tzrsas Ra .oi.ler nc*slettcr.
I fyou 'd l ike lo  jo in the NRHS through our  c lub ( thus being n mcmbcr of the L i t t le  Rock Chrpt€r  NRHS lnd nAt ionnl  NRHS)!  you must
piy $20 { yclr mor€, bringing the tot.l to $40 . ycar for bolh, Ducs ore rlwnys pny{ble on J.nunry l"tofclch yc{r, but you nny pst nt
sny t i 'nc (memberuhip wi l l€xtend through the fo l lowinglc! r ) .

'l o join or r.ncs, rcnd your nnm€t lddress nnd phon€ nrnb€r plus du€s 1o th€ ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB, PO BOX 9l51,
NORTH LlTTl,ll ROCK AR 72119. Call 501-758-1340 for informntion, Thc newslettcr €dilor's email address i!:
lrrinsfdtrninrcalhcr.com The Arkrnsls R!ilrondcr is put on tl'€ W€b monthly, !nd thnt rddrcss is: httor/ww.trnipscrlhe r.con

NOTE Mf,ETING DATE CHANGE - The next meeting/program ofthe Arkansas Railroad Club will on SUNDAY,
MAY 18,2003 (note that this is the third Sunday instead ofthe second Sunday because the sccond Sunday is Mother's
Day). Il will be held at lhe usual place, Pulaski Heights Prcsbyterian Church,4401 Woodlawn Drive in Liltle Rock
(us a fcw blocks offMarkham Street). Refreshmenls will be served as always.

The PROGRAM for May will be given by MIKE CONDREN. Mike will have an 8o-slide presentalion on thc
ROCK ISLAND. This should be a very interesting program.

Futurc programs lined up by our Vice President Russell Tedder includei June will be the A&M Excursion from
Sprilgdale to Monett, Missouri and back sponsored by the Arkansas-Boston Mountain Chapter NRHS. 'I HERD WILL
BE NO RECULAR MEETING IN JUNE due to this excursion, which several ofour membeB will go on. August will
be a program on Carden Railroading by Bruce Stockbridge. July is still open. September will be our annual outing at
Pcter Smykla's Paperton Junction Southern Railroad in Pine Bluff, Octob€r and November still open. Russell is
working on getting all these dates filled.

There is a special announcement elsewhere about a planned excursion on the Arkalsas & Missouri Railroad in Junc,
which *ould take the place ofth€ regular June 8 meeti|lg

A&M EXCURSION SPRINGDALE TO MONETT JUNE 8.2003 -The Arkansas-Boston Mountain Chapter is
planning a rare mileage trip on the Arkansas & Missouri from Springdale to Monetl or South Monett, MO on Sunday,
June 8. The 12o-mile roundtrip will take about 5 hours and estimated cost willbe $25. Estimated time ofdeparture
from Springdale is 9 a.m. (The ABMC was still formaning plans and details as ofthis writing March 9). Fifteen
already signed up from our club, so ifyou'd like to go, write us at PO Box 9151, North Little Rock AR 721 l9 or send
an email to trains(atrainweather.com We may rent a van ifenough want to go up that Sunday mominS. A few have
said they willdrive up the day b€fore.

Also, the preceding Saturday, June ?, the Boston Mountain Chapter will have slide shows that morning at the Shiloh
Museum of Ozark History in downtown Springdal€. Then Saturday afternoon there will be a guided tour ofthe A&M
engine shop in Springdale by Casey Shepherd - ChiefMechanical Officer-Locomotives.

2OO3 OFFICERSi POSITIONS OF TITE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLIJB
PRESIDENT - Rolr Ess€man,326 Essemd Ln, Doler AR 72837-1754 (479-33 t-2030t shay473@cei.D.r
V'PRESIDIIN I - ltu$ell Tedde!, 5019 Timbe! Cr.ek Cir, N Little Rock  R 72116-6432 (501-771-9040). s{edder@arkansas ncl
I LEASIJRER. WalLe! B. Walker, 8421 Linda Ln, Linlc Rock AR ?2227-5983 (501-225-0E26). wwdlker@arislotle.net
SICRI'IARY - Jackic Roach,4023 S Shackleford # 142. l,itle Roct AIi 72204 (501-225-6818)
EI)l l OIa - Kcn Zic8cnbein. I 023 Claycul Cn, N Littlc Rock AR 72 I l6-3 728 (50 I -75 8- I 340). ken@train{eathei com
NRHS DIR IiC I OR - l-om Shook. I 7I 6 Alberta Dr. Lituo Rock AR 72227-1902 (501 -225-8955)

8l(I].11!il!\!ljEB - John C. Jones, ll? cottonwood, Shcrwood AJ{ 72120-401I (501-635-3729),johnpholonul@distollo nel
HISTORIAN - (lcne lluu,3507 D W6hinglon Ave ll l, N Litllc Rock AII ?2114 (501-945-7386)
l lOAl{D 03-Robin lhom6. 10980 RivcrcrcstDr426,  L i t l lc  Rock  R 722|2- |4 |2(501-225-1952)
BO RD '(X - Slanley wozncEft, l0E N Paln Sl. Lillle Rock AR 72205-1627 (501-664-3301)
IIOAI{D 05 - Lconard 

'l 
halmueller, 2 | Hmovcr Dr, Linlc Rock AR 72209-2 | 59 ( 50 l-562-823 | )

BOARD 06 - Jim wakcficld. 316 Aubum Dr, l.ittle Rock AR 72205-2769 150l-664-023?)
BOARD 0l ' Fred Fillers, 29009 Bandy Rd, Lntle Rffk AN t2223-n2$ \501-82t-2O26), ccfilleF@aor. com

ARKANSAS RAILROADER- Little Rock Chapter NRHS
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H. O. TYLER _ DIED MARCH 18, 2OO3

We wanted to let all ofH. O.'s friends know that he passed away yesterday, March 18. 2001. we are thaDkful ll€t he
was able to enjoy living life every day that he was with us. He was a loving husband, father and grandfather. He \\as
also a wonderful friend. We are all a little better for having known H. O. and his death will leave a hole in our hearls.

He greatly enjoyed his years he spent in contact with his ham radio friends. He would always have stories that \\ere
shared through his network offriends. 73's to all ofyou who shared his love ofham radio. (Mr. Tyler $as ilso a lons
time member ofthe Arkansas Railroad Club and was carhost on every one ofour Union Pacific steAnr e\cufsiolts)

H. O.'s funeral was Saturday, March 22.we cannot tell all ofyou horl' rnuch we appreciate your thoughts and
prayers. We will miss H. O. greatly as I am sur€ you will.
Thank you, Tyler Family

WANTEI': DON SAI.E ON TRAI,E

reserve lhc dght to rcfusc listings iideemed inapplopriatc. Thc Arkansns Railioud club is rol rcspoflsiblc lb' nrislci(lins rlls.

FoRsALE.Rcmcmbc! thatTheA*ansasI ta ihoadClUbhasthclb| |o* i | r r l )ooksl
Arka sas, hardbound for $24 95 plus $5 shipp ing and lhc club\ 1 2o-pdgc bool, l{ailrurd Slal iors ord liai,rs l h, oush n trMsrs MJ l h.
Sourhwest, for $29.95 plus S4.50 shipping. order through whitc Rilct Ptodrdions,24632 Anchot A!c. l]'rcklh Mo 6l6:l l.llr7-rll7-: l6r \\'.
halc a fcw lcll locally as wcu.

Hcreis theclos€-uDof$eDholoonthecover Mr.  Sanders is  lh i rd t iom lhc r iShl  Anvonchr lcrnv idcxolh is  h is totv?

WANTED - H[Lp WITH CRf,AT,cRANDFATHf,R - I lnr a rcrircd nilroadcr. Prrsy It (nDdnn] ard nry husbrtrd lilAI l. (iu{|,,trr l Jo
was a ra ikoader.  tneed hctpf ronny Rai l road lami ly .  MyCrcarCr.ndl l  hc.  l 'Owl l l . l - ,whichIh, !cnpi . turco[ lv i rhn.nrn iconi r . ]L ! .n
in Cood* in Ark.  (people re l lmc rhat  is  Dorv N L i t l leRock.) inLhcl800's . l ike in l1386- l8 l38al lcas l ,n[ybcknrAcr  l lh i rL lhr l  hcc i rs ! . l  Lr \ in l
in N.Lilt|e Rock. o; Coodwin Arkans6. Hc mry halc *orkcd for the l{riho.d. I know lh.l whcn hc dicd. lhc rnil()rd r.o|r lc $c, r verr ( lt)s. 1d

ARKANSAS RA]LROADER .LiIIIc RocKChaPIeT NRHS
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h is lilnily. I le and hrs wifc bolh died. The tunily lore is lhar rhey dicd in a n u epidchic. Bu! ihcre was no llu cpidenic during rhar time But, hc
atd his lvifc @d daughtcr died. His daughtcrs husbdd *s wiltio Kelly, who livcd in Argerta, Arkan!6

ls th€re any rvay lhal you ljow ol lhat onc can get names of Employees' thal lar back? I nccd to tios rho namc of mt Grcar crand fathcr ! Iis
childlcn *crc Lclina/Lavjnd I'owELl. Kelly, John case PowELL. ceor8ia,\nn J)owtl,L ctalk ceorgia Ann powc| na(icd r.ce ct.rk who
\us a railroad eneineer. Hc sas my uncle dd or the first eaSle for ycrs. Paby O@drum. cherotce 22ratho1moit.@nr

RAILROAD ABANDONMENT PROPOSALS
The address oflhe Surtace l ransportation Board is: Office ofrhe Sccretary, Case Controt Unir, I925 K Srreer, Washinglon DC
20423. Thc STB phone nurnber for abandonment prcccdures (Ofiice ofPublic Scrvicet is: 202-565-1592. lfyou contacl them. il
would be handy to use lhe Docket Numbers. Tbeir Web addrcss is: h(p://www.stb.dor.gov ifyou'd like rhc conplcre listings.

Thcse abandonment proposals havc been printed in thc Federal Registcr or havc come dircctly fiom lhe Surface Transpo;tati(nl
Board. Th€y will go in effecl unless one ofthe lbllowing occurs: l) an offcr offinancial assisrance is received;2) a .equcsr for
public use oflhe land is reccived (for instancc, rails-to-trails); 3) petitions to reopen tfie case is filcd. Railroads, beforc rhey can file
I h e s e ' n o l i c e s o f e x e m p t i o n u n d € . C F R I l 5 2 S u b p a r t F , " r n u s l c e n i f y { h a t l ) n o l o c a l t r a f i ' i c h a s m o v e d o v e r r h e l i n c i b r a t l c a r l 2
yearsi 2) any overhead lraffic can bc .outcd over olher linesi l) no formal complaint filcd by a user is pcnding andi 4)
enviroDmcrtal reports, historjc repors, lransmillal letter, newspapcr publication. and notice 10 govenrmental agcncies have been
nrct. Evcn thoush approval is granlcd fbr thc railroads ro abandon, it may be months o. years bcfore track is adually takcn up

NEW YORK - NEW YORK CANTRAL LINES, LLC - To abandon and CSX I'to discontinue scrvice ovcr an approxnnar€ly
1 . 5 - m i l c l i n e o f r a i l r o a d b e l w c e n m i l e p o s t Q V P 0 . 0 a t M e l r o s c A v e n u c n n d m i l c p o s t Q V P l . 5 n c a r $ e s o u r h e f f m o s r c d g e o t t h c
rr relrr Soulhem lloulevard in Bronx Counry. NY. Effeclive on April 17,2003. (S [B Doc&el Nos. AA-565 (sub-No. t3X) and
,AB-55 (Sub-No. 628X, dccided [4arch I  l .  servcd March 18,2003)

KENTtJcKY - PADTJCAH & Lol l lsvl l . l , l l  RAILWAY, lNC. -  To abandon approximalely 5,780 fccl  ofrr i l  l ine exlcnding
liom strtion n umber I 7+5 5. near Caldwell Slrect, to sralion rumbcr 64 ts00, ncar 6th Strect, on each side of railroad nr ilcpost | ,
nr the ci ty ofPad cah, Mccrackcn County, KY. A f inal  decision wi l l  bc issued by June 20, 2003. (STIt  Dockcl No. Al l -468
(Sub-No. 5X, decidcd March 17. servcd March 24.2001)

KANSAS - BNSF - To abandon i ts I ine ol  rai l road, belween milepost494.22 and milcpost 505.20 ir  and near Wichit . r ,  KS, and
liom n)ileposl 515.23 to milcpost 509.10 between Wichita and Valley Ccntea in Sedgwick County, KS, a tolal dishncc of I6.91
nriles. Flffective on April 23, 2001. (STB Docker No. A8-6 (Sub-No. 403X, decided Mar€h I4, scrved March 24, 2003)

NeW yORK - NEW YORK CENTRAL LlNtrS, LLC - To abandon and CSX I to discontinue scrvice over approxjnrately 6.3
miles ofraihoad from milepost QGW 159.6 to mileposr QOW I65.9, bctween South Ansterdam in Monrgomcry Co[nty and
Rotlerdam J uncrion in Schcne€tady Couoly. N Y. Effective on April 24, 2001. (S IB Docket Nos. A 8-565 (Sub-No. I 4X) and
AB-55 (Sub-No.629X, dccided March 18, served March 25.2001)

OHIO - CSX - To abandon an approxinrately 4.14 mile line of raihoad al Teays IndustrialTnck betwecn milepost CIiS-0.00 nd
mileposr CES-4.l4 in Pike County, Oll. Effl;ctive on May 6, 2003. (STA Dockct No. AB-55 (Sub No. 622X, decided March 28,
scrved ADri l4.2003)

MINNESOTA - sT. CROIX VALLEY RAILROAD COM. - Tor (l) Abandon its raileascm€nt over a line ofrhc Burlingron
Nonhcrn and Santa Fe Railway Cornpany (BNSF) between milepost 58.3 ar Mora Junction (Brook Park) and milepost 47.6 ar
Mora. a disunce of l0-7 milesJl\ and (2) discontinue rail scrvicc pursuant to overhead trackage righls ovcr a rail linc of BNSF
bebleen Hinckley and Mora Junction (Brook Park), a distance of8.2 Inil€s. in pine and Kanabec Counties. MN. According to
SCXY, this segment was embargoed, effective July 22, 2002, duc 10 unsafe track condilions A final decision will bc rssued by
July 7, 2003. (STB Docket No. AB-850X, decided April 3. serv€d April 8, 2003)

TENNESSEE-CSX - To abandon an approximately 0.43-mile line ofrailroad belween milcpost OCN-162.5? ond nrilopost
OcN- 161.00 in Gallatin, Sumner County, TN. Effeclive May 8, 2003. (STB Dockel No. AB-55 (SutsNo 630X, decided March
26, served Apri l  8,2003)

ARKANSAS RAIL NEWS

MEMORIAL AT COTTER
(Cotter) - A new mer.l.otiat honors the role ofthe railroad and milroad worker in lhis small town's past

The memorialis nearthe historic R.M. Ruthven Bridge at Cotter Big Spring Park. It is known as thc Anglin-Tinnon Railroad
Workers Mernoriat, which. aftermore lhan two y€ars ofwork, is nearing complelion.

Workers hav€ placed a 1,500-pound granite sign at the memorial engraved on the front with the words "Anglin-Tinnon Railroad
Workers Memorial." The back fea(ures a diamond-elched illustration of a train

ARKANSAS MILROADER- Little Rock Chapter NRHS
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'rhey've also pui up a bronze sratue ofa railroad conductor. A project ofthe Cotter Care Crew, the memorial is a way ofkccping
cotter's history alive. Besides the statue, the menorial features two railroad cabooses.

Visirors io the memorial also will see two memorial walls lopped with granile bricks inscribed with railroad worker's nanres.
(Arkansa: Dehocrut-Gazette, Mdtch 17 2043)

ERAL RAIL NEWS
COURT BACKS RAILROAD WORKf,RS

On March 10, 2003, th€ US Supreme Court ruled that some wofkers who were exposcd 1() asbcslos can win money danages nl
court ev€n though they do not yet have cancel and may never gei it. The fear oicancer development was grounds enough tbr
wo.kers who already have asbestosis, a separate asbestos-related ailment. aDallas ilaning News, March ll, 2043 vid Dan Barr)

FAMOUS SALUDA GRADE ISOLATED
(Saluda, No/thCarclina) - The storied Saluda raihoad grade in South Caroline, known as the nalion's stecpcst mainlinc roulc,

isn'l dead yet, but. . . its I 5 -month slumber is a little deeper. N orfolk Soulhcrn crcws thc lasl weck of Marcb severed the ra ils on the
Asheville-Spartanburg, S.C., line near l'lat Rock, N.C., and Landrrm, S.C., then piled up mounds ofdirt to isolate the track.
company spokeswoman susan Bland said.
Placing thc line into isolalion means the railroad can turn off22 g.ade crossing signals, Bland said. Rcgular inspeclions rcquirod
b) rhc fcderdl  Rarlw.r)  Adminrsrrar ion wi l lceasc.

Some Saluda residents and raihoad enthusiasts interpreted the work as the end ibr th€ I-mileiong grade, which is about 90 miics
west ofCharlotte. But Bland said the company has no plans to abandon the route.
"The Saluda line is ofstrategic impodance, and we wanl to keep it lbr potential tuture business. ' she said. ' We don't want to give
up the Iinc. but thcrc\ a number ofmaintenancejobs and inspections thal wc wont have lo do ilw€ do this."

'l'hc scenc of horrendous fatal wrecks in the late I 800s. the grade rcqu ircd cxlra cngincs 1o push lrain s uph i ll in the stearl
locomotive era and is one ofthe last sites in Nonh Amcrica wilh a runaway lrack - a seclion ofrail designed to caplure rhe
momenrum ofan out-of-control lrain Iikc an interstate runaway rruck ramp. The grade al Saluda is 4.7 pcrccnt, mcaning thc trucks
risc 4.7 feet for every 100 feel ofhorizontal travel. Thal is several times the avcrage on Amcrican railroads

ln the last 30 years, the route has been important for freight traffic frcm lh€ Midwcst bound for the Ilort ol Charleslon and
Vrginia and Wesr Virginia coal headed to Carolinas power plants, including the Duk€ Power plsnt in llclmonl. But changing
shipping patterns caused the raihoad to rerout€ traffic offthe Saluda line in December 2001.

Rob McConigal, associate editor ofTrains Magazine said Saluda is a hisloric site on par with Pennsylvania's Horscshoc Curvc
roulc across the Alleghenies near Altoona and Utah's Promontory Summit, where workers completed thc lrarscorlincntal milroad.
"As a rai lenthusiast,  i t 's sad to know thattrains are no longer using i t ,"  hc said. " l lopclul ly,  economic condi l ions wi l la l low
Norfolk Southern to reopen it someday."

AMTRAK NEWS

EXCURSIONS/SHOWS/EVENTS OF OTHER CLUBS

ARKANSAS -JACKSONVILLE- Saturday, October 4,2003 - The Arkansas Valley ModclRailroad Club's Fifth Annual
Show and Sale at the Jacksonville Community Center slarting al930 a.m. Rental lables arc $12 cach. For table rental infonnalion.
write lo: Arkansas Valley Mod€l Railroad Club, PO Box 471, Nortb Little Rock AR 72115, 501-454-71 19,
irkansasvaUevlines@yahoo.com

WYOMING/NEBRASKA - Saturday, July 12, 2003 - The Sherman Hill Model Railroad Club is sponsoring an ercrrrsion
behind th€ UP 3985 b€tween Cheyenne and Joyce, NE, returning over the Yoder Branch Tbis is the first ev€r UP stcam
excursion over this rout€. Ticket information: Sherman HillModel Railroad Club. 307-638-8535 307-638-6178 (6100 p m k)
8:00 D.m. MST) or www.shermanhillnrrc.org

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Chapter NRI{S
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PEOPI.E H.*.UI^E&S
By: Gene Hull

Until about 1850 th€ United States was
rather raw and rough around the edges, a
narion of fofeign in\ ader.. ThcD mil l ions of
immigrants anived. No hem and eastern
states built major additions to their
transportation network and to swiftly expand
their industries. This transformed th€ €ntire
natron.

Thus, the railroad literally pulled the United
States into the "iDdustrial revolution."

One interesting and fascinating era ofthis
tfansportation age was the time ofthe "people
haulcrs" - passenger traiDs. As rails were laid,
the many sections ofthis new nation beckoned
to the curious pop latioD. No longer was it

necessary to spend several weeks ofextremely
laborious and weary travel by wagon or
stagecoach to enjoy the beautiful wonders of
America. They could ride the rails!

As the standard ofliving increased, so did
the disposable incone offamil ies. Dispose of
i t  they didl

The railroads were ready and willing to give
trAvelers what they wanted. The companies
€ven gave them what they didn't even kDow
they wanted. Some things the traveling pub|c
had never seen, Passenger cars wgre €quipped
with pleasing amenit ies designed to entice
travelers aboard.

A few examples of"people haulers" are shown below:

CHICAGO & ALTON

*;

ARKANSAS R'4ILROADER -MtY 2003
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The C&A was one ofthe earliest roads built
from Chicago to St. Louis and it tumished
through s€rvice. George Mortimer PLlllman
was hired in 1858 to convert day coaches into
sleeping cars. In 1659 a brand new Pullman
sleeper, appropriately named PIONEER, was
put in service. Also, in 1868 the road was the
first to operate the first real dining car, the
DELMONICO built by Pullman. Nothing bul
the best was good enough for C&A patrons.

The Alton Limited. one ofthe most beautiful
and Iuxurious trains, was iDtroduced between
Chicaco and St. tnuis in 1899.

As the years passed, the C&A fell on hard
times and during World War II it was
banknpt. On 31 May 1947 it merged with thc
Culf, Mobile & Ohio. This brought the C&A
some line equipment ofthe B&O "Royal
Blue"train. lt was used in the ANN
RUTLECDGE, named for Abraham Lincoln s
love interest,

The illustration shows the ANN
RUTLEDCE in 1940 with an English-style
Hudson locomotiv€ with a consist ofbaggage,
smoker with reclining seats, coachcs, diner,
buffet-loun8e and parlor car.

SEABOARD AIR LIN[,

:::::::

The northern border oflllorida is 100 ,Iilcs
farther south than the southern boundary of
Califomia. During the Amcrican Revolution,
Florida was the only loyal British province
south ofCanada. After World War I, the
famous Florida real estate boom brought
hundreds ofthousands of land speculators and
sett lers. In 1925 alone,2,500,000 people
entered Florida.

On 2 February 1939, the Seaboard Air Line
inaugurated the SILVER METEOR, the first
streamlined stainless steel, di€sel powered all-
coach train betlveen New York and St.
Petersburg. lt was a seven-car, Budd-built
tmin, running cvery third day. The tavem

lounge aDd observation cars wcrc radio-
equipped. Thc name was selecled trom 76,366
cntries iD a $500 prizc contest. Thirty persons
submitt€d thc winning name and sharcd the
prizE.

The SILVER METEOR was so successfu
lhat by December I939 three similar Budd-
built trains were in service by Atlantic Coast
Line and Florida East Coast-

In May 1941, steel Pullman sleeping cars
were added to lhe METEOR. They were
painted aluminum and shadowlined to make
them appear fluted stainless. Thg kains
featured beautiful interiors, radio programs,
stewardess-nurse or hostess service, low-cost
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nreals and diesel power. During
they provided the linest service
York to Florida.

World War Il,
from New

SOUTHERN PACIFIC

The Seaboard Air Line rnerged with the
Atlantic Coast Line on I July 1967.

As lhe 1930s anived the traveling public was
willing to pay for more and better, and the
railroads wcre willing to satisfy those desircs.
h early 1937, the nation was recovering fron
the Great Depression ard Franklin D.
Roosevelt was rcstoring confidencc among the
people. Thc Southern pacific made a decision.

From the Pullman Company in Chicago
came two complete l2-car trains and from
Lima Loconotiv€ Works came six streamli|led
4-8-4 Gs (Golden SIalc) sleam locornolives.
They were said to be the largest and most
powerful strcamlined engines ever built. Each
train was 960 feet long, weighed Dearly 1,000
toDs, aDd cost I million dollars. Each car and
locomotive bore a new emblem: a circle
symbolizing the name Daylight in flowing
script.

The Soulhcr Pacific clamed thc "t)aylight"
train was "the most beautifultrain in the
West," but soon super e[thusiasm enlArged this
to "lhe world's most beautifultrain." The
schedul€ was t hours and 30 minules bctween
San Francisco and Los Angcles. It entcrcd
service on 2l March 1937.

The new train was so popular it could not
accoftmodate thc tmv€lers who wanted
passagc.

On 5 January 1940, new l4-car Daylights
we t into service. The 193? equipment was
recondilioned and became the Morning
Daylight on 30 March 1940.

The Morning Daylight was renancd the
Coast Daylight on 8 August 1952.

The illustration shows 4-8-4 No. 4457 witlt
the Morning Daylight rollirrg through San
Bruno.

ARKANSAS RAILROADER - ]!dav 2003
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WESTERN PACIFIC

Ccorge Could, son ofJay Go ld. had a
consuming ambition to own a rail system fronl
coast to coasl. By thc early 1900s he already
had reached Salt Lake Cify and was eager to
head for San Francisco.

Edward Harriman got control ofUnion
Pacific and Southern Pacific. This left very
little choice oflocation for Ceorge. There was
one possibi l i ty - the Rio de las Plurnas
(Spanish for River ofthe Feather). A Scotch
surveyor, Arthur W. Keddie, had located a
wagon road down th€ North Fork ofthe
Feather River and was very impressed by thc
lack ofsnow and easy grades alo0g the canyoD
which breached the formidable Sierra Nevada
Range.

Keddie tried to interest C. P. Huntington in
building a railroad eastward through the
Danow, sinuous canyon,'No man will ever be
fool enough to build a railroad through that
canyo ." Huntington and three other intellige[t
fellows built the Central Pacific over Donner
Pass.

Fool or not, George Gould decided to build
the W€stern Pacific from Salt Lake City to San

Francisco thro(gh thc lcathcr I l ivcr Canyon. l t
was incorporatcd 3 Maroh l903. fhc
$50,000,000 cost was guamntccd by the
D&RG, which almost wcDl bankrupt. Crades
would not exceed I percent aDd curves would
be l0 degrees or less. Many tunncls wcre
r€quired. Thc road was conpleted I Novembcr
1909 and regular passenger service began 22
August 1910.

In October 1945, an order was placed with
the Edward C. Budd Company for a diesel-
powered tmin to be operatedjointly by
Chicago, Burl ington & Quincy; Denv€r & Rio
CraDde Wcstcn aDd Westem Pacific between
Chicago, IlliDois and SaD Fra|lcisco,
California. It was to be raDed CALIFORNIA
ZEPHYR.

A total irrvestment ofmore than $10 mil l i (nr
for cars and locomotives made up six sets of
cquipmenl consist ing of66 stainlcss steel cars:
27 were owned by CB&Q,24 by WP and l5
by D&RWG. The train was placed in service
on 20 March 1949. An additional 12 cars were
purchased from Budd in 1952.
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The 2,532-mile run was scheduled at 50
hours and 30 minutes €astbound and 5l hours
ard 20 minutes westbound. Arrangements
permitted passengers to pass through the
Colorado Rockies and Feath€r River Canyon
in daylight. The California Zephyr was the first
transcontinental train with Vista Domes in thc
consist.

'l'hc illustralion shows the train on Southenr
Pacific rails eastbound at Elvis lower, two

miles east ofSacramento on I8 August 1952
about 4:00 p.m. The train was rerouted
between Sacramcnto, Califomia and
Winnemucca, Ncvada due to x tunncl l i re in
Feather River Canyon. (Note standard dining
car at far right vcry unusual)

On March 22, 1970 this train made i1s lasl

ROCK ISLAND

p
tGt:

hr ehrl)  lqJ7. lhe Rock l \ land $as doing -

brisk busincss betwcen Chicago and P€oria.
I6l miles west. There werc fbur steam-
powered trains, two ofwhich offered a full day
iD Peoria or Chicago.

When the "slreamliDc,'' era came, a four-car
lrairr was assigned to this routc lt was the
PEORIA ROCKET. It coDsisted ofa 32-seal

baggaBc-diDette, No. 400 "Jolie1f' 60-seat
coach No 106 'otlawa; ?6-seat coach No

300 "1-a Salle;" and pa.lor-buffet observation

No. 450 'Pcoria." ' l 'he obscrvatioD had
individual se^ting lor 36 ard a 5-passeDscr
drawing room.'l'his train madc its inaugural
ru l9 Scplenrbcr lg]o {see photol. On frotr l
was EMC "Rocket" I200 horscPowcr
Ioco'notive No. 601, buil t  in 1937 wilh 36"
driving wheels, weighl 220,000 pounds;
tractive effbrt 3l,000 pounds.

The PEORIA ROCKEI'and the rai lroad
suffcred gradual dcterioration and the trains
final run was on 3l December 1978.
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MISSOURI PACIFIC

On 5 December l9l5 the SUNSHINE SPECIAL ,nade i ls inaugural run. The MoPac had its eye
on Mexico City and the fabulous west coasl ofCalifornia. Out of St. Louis (thc home base), the
"Shines" would roll southwest throush Arkansas to Texarkana

D.^,,,',i:'i!/.

s

'-^,.x.*4"-?
$+:1"^+;'i I

Llcre theyjoirred the Texas &
Pacific for the westward
journey. At Longvicw, Texas,
the Mexico-bound lrain headed
south on the l l ternational&
Creat Northern to the U. S.-
Mexico border at Laredo on the
Rio CraDde aDd conneclion with
National Railways of Mexico.
' I  he Califomia-bound "Shire"
coDtinued westward at
Longview through Dallas-Fort
Worth to El Paso, Texas (also
oD the Rio Crandc) tojoin the

. 'r- . . ,  c. r '  Sorrthenr P.cif ic for l-os'c" ;enu, l lc 
Angeler.  I  here *rs agrccablc

i:ilj 
'* coopcration between the vafious

Mountain-type locomotive No. 901, class M-1 built in 1025 by ALCO with 27" x 30" cyliDders,
73" drivers, 21o-pound boiler pressure and 63,7000-pound tractive effort fhe Elesco feedwaler
heater at the top ofthe smokebox bears the symbol and initials ofthe T&P

The west Texas-Califomia section ofthe SLINSHINE SPECIAL was near Crand Saline, Texas
in July I918 in the spl€ndid days of steam and steel. Behind No 901 was th€ mail-baggage

i;:n,.
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erprcssq a dividcd coach (pickcd up i t  Ft.  Worth l ionr 
' l&P 

l  f r t iD No. I  l  ) :  lwo delu\c conchcs: i r
dirrcr;  s ix slccpcls;  aDd a dcl( lxc loungc-obsorlr l l ion. l t  a l l  wrs r i r  coDdit iolrcd.

A Missouri  l )aci l lc publ ic rc lnt iors brochurc " l ,uxurioLrs ( i rnrfbr l  On 
' lhc Sunshinc Spcciul"

ha(l  thc lbl lo|ving sl . r lcDrcnl
The Swshirc Spctial univ'rsalb, tccogttizccl as u ttoin \t,ithfL\t,cqtuls d, no
superiots is faued tlta country orL| It.t giunt oil-hun]i g loco,,kniws urc thc lkutdlull

lbr sp&l otd s4ct.y attd clcunliness It.\ rtcw: arc nr r[\JbrJrieti.ll\ l]ospikblt

l r r  July I9,{6 thcrc canre an aDnouDoemcnl ol  a $ I2 nr i l l i ( , r  ordor lbr new slrcanrl ined
cquipmenl for thc SLINSHINLi SPECIAL; i t  lhcr would beconrc thc SUNSIIINE EAGl, l j .  Alas,
thc Naraonal l { r i lways of Mexico did Dot join this scenario.  

- fhe 
Sunshinc l jaglcs" suddcnly

becamc the " ' l  cxrs l raglcs" aDd wcnt in servicc l5 August 1948 from St.  l ,o(r is to Texas rnd
Louisiana. LuxLrr ious se|vicc to Mcxico had c'rdcd.

' l  
hc sun had sct on thc S(JNSll lNE SPBC]l , \ l - .

MANITOU & PIKES PEAK

' l  echnical ly,  lhc Cog l{oad must be includcd
in rhc era of pet 'pI  harr ler. .  Al l  rrcros'  th<
nat ion, one ofthe pr incipal causcs ofthc
dcnrise ofthe passenger lrain eftr was the
i l rvcnl ion ofthe auk)mobi le aDd construot ion
ofa network ol 'h ighwrys. This is not t rue in
thc case ofrhe Pikcs Peak Cog Rai luay.

The rai lway, only 8.9 ni les long, st i l l  is
operating. ll always has had adequalc
patroDrsc, and it still does. Also, therc is ar
automobi lc tol l road fron [Jte Pass or) tJ.  S.
Highway 24 nonh of Manitou Springs to the
. u m m i l  o f  l ' i l ( s  P e i l  j r r l i r r c e r t  t o  t h c  t c r r r r r r r r l
ofthc cog road. This has vcry little cffcct on

ARKANSAS RAILROADER -Mav 2003



rail patronage. Therefore, there must be
somelhiDg preferable about the railroad.

The sccnic \ ie\r  is pracrrcal ly rhe s: lme b)
rail or toll road. Thcrefore, vehicle drivers
must desife to relax, ride iD comfort and satety
wbi lc c{oying the wondrous beauty ofsuch a
vast landscape spr€ad out below. Thc only
other comparablc mcans oftransponation up
tlre mountain would be by donk€y (Rocky
Mounlain canary) snns comtbrt .  Thus, i l  seems
the co8 road enjoys a loDg-lived monopoly.

The last spike was dr iven 22 Oclober 189
My wife NaoDi and I had a 30,day
honeymoon in Colorado Springs in Oclober
19,{4, and we rode the cog road several rimes
behind sleam Iocomolivc No. 6.

The photo with tbis anicle shows dicscl  t r  rn
No. 9. bui l t  iD 1946 by ccncral  Ulcctr ic $alh 2
Cumlnins NHS dieselengines r! i th ,1,10
horsepower aDd seating for 52 passcngcrs.

a;

This article has shown a few sonlples of " people mowr" kain"^ in thc incomPa,.rble erq
oflransportation ih America. Amlrak has- littuggled.lbr a quartcr ccnt ry and horcly i:i
alive. lYhol will be its legacy?
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The following story is used by permission ofthe White County Historical Society, Eddie Best, editor

lhipping lnawbeniet lhat Par the l,rlhite lhirt lert
By RAYMOND W' TOLER

2s0l Valley View Drive, Sprinsdale, AR 72762

I n the spring of 1938 I got a job in tle strawbery sheds just east ofthe Doniphan, Kensett and Searcy

IRailroad depot on South Main Street not far ftom Spring Park in Searcy. The work was to unload crates
lofstrawbenies from farm rucks backed up to the platform and carry them inside refrigerator rail cals
spotted on the other side ofthe platform.

My employer was Theodore Solm from Springdale. He arrived at Searcy in his black Cadillac and
took up temporary residence for the shipping season at the Mayfair Hotel. Mrs. Solm came with him, but
she never came to the sheds.

This is Doniphan, Kenselt and Searcy Engi e #13.

Mr. Ted would negotiate with the growers and pay them iftheir benies were up to his rigid
standards. To inspect the berries he would have me or one ofthe other workers take a crate, or case,
chosen by him and set it down on the platfom He then directed that the case be opened and one qua

box ofhis choosing be removed. Oftentimes he chose a box on the bottom tier. Then the box was
handed to Mr. Ted who took it in both hands and spread the berries on his ample stomach, which was

coveted with a fieshly laundered shirt. In this process all berries ftom the box could be examined closely.
I suspect that the \rhite shirt test was to check for ovenipe fruit that would not survive rail shipment.
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If Mr. Ted was satisfied wirh fie quality and uniformity of the beries, he would direcr rhd all
cases on the truck be carried by hand into the "reefer." lf the one quart inspection was unsatisfactory, the
entire tuckload was rejected and appropriate notations made in Mr. Ted's book.

The benies were load€d into the RR car and placed seven cases across with about three inches of
space between cases. The[ each case was nailed to the wood floor. Next, wood laths were tacked to each
end of the cases after which alrothet seven cases were stacked on top. Then more nailing and more laths
and more cases until the load was four cases high. Each end ofthe carwas thus loaded until448 cases
were loaded, nailed and braced with laths. [(7 across x 4 high x 8 stacks) x 2 car ends: 448 cases per
car.] This arrangement left a space of about seven feet between cases in the center of the car where the
doors were located.

it .. h*,

Judsonia slruwberry pickeE, 1912,

Next, two ftames resembling gates were made of lumber. These gates were wedged tightly
against th€ two banks ofcases with more lumber and shims ready for shipment. WRONCI Much work
was yet to be done. While the strawbenies were being loaded and braced for shipment, other workmcn
were busy on the catwalk even with the top of the car. They were loading ice into the bunkers on either
end ofthe car. The 300-pound blocks were picked into 25-pound pieces and dropped into the bunkers
affer which further size reduction was achieved by long steel rods. when the ice bunkers were full the car
was ready to ship. Not quitel

The rcxt step was to install a steel cable from the top ofone ice bunker to the other, beirg the
entire length ofthe car. The cable was stretched taut with tumbuckles. Then, two powerful electric fans
with canvas shtrouds wer€ hooked over the cable and pushed along the cable to either erld ofthe car.
Next, the canvas shrouds were miled to seal the fans to the upper bunker vents. A tempemture sensor
was installed in the space between the two gates with wires leading to a thermometer outside the car. The
fans were tumed on and temperature noted. Then 100 pounds ofrock salt was dumped on top ofthe ice in
each bunker and lids closed.

The fans pulled air in through the lower bunker vents and up through the ice-salt mixture, cooling
the air in the same way an ice cream fieezer works. The cool air was discharged through the upper
bunker vents, shrouds and fans into the car ofslnwberries penetrating into the spaces between the cases
and eventually back to the lower bunker vents. Temperatue readings were taken at regular intervals until
the inside tempeBture reached the desired value, probably around 32 degrees FalLrenheit. At this stage
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water from the melting ice was dripping from the bunker drainpipes. Mr. Ted tasted the drain water from
time to time, and wben most ofthe salt was g/ashed out, he directed that the thermorneter, fans, shrouds,
cable and tumbuckles be removed and the car doors sealed. Then the ice bunkers were topped off with
ice only and the lids closed,. (The photo below is of the ins le oJ the Searcy statian" Depot Master
George ,y. MuEick (seqted rvhq is shown with other raihoad err.ployeer in the station)

Now, the car was ready to be picked up by the DK&S locomotive and taken to the Missouri
Pacific Railroad at Kensett where it would be added to the northbound fast exprcss train to St. Louis. Ihe
benies would be in the stores for sale by 9 a.m. the next day. The cngineer on the DK&S engine stationed
at Searcy was John Davis and the fireman was his brother Collett Davis. The agent was George Musick.

I learned a lot from Ted Solm including the work ethic, leadership, teamwork and basic carpentry.
Many years later after I retired ftom Arkansas Power and Light Company and moved to Springdale, I met
Mrs. Solm, who has since died. .1..1..1.

The sulhor is a member oJlhe White Courrty Historical Society,
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