
Naj€IIEEBJEEIJIGr Regular Monthly business meeting wil l
be  he ld  on  Sunday,  November  I0 ,  1974 a t  2 :00  p .m.  in  the
Missour i  Pac i f i c  O f f i ce  Bu i ld ing ,  1OOO t . ' es t  4 th  S t ree t ,
Nor th  L i t t1e  Rock ,  Arkansas .  On the  aqenda w i l l  be  the
appo in tment  o f  a  nominat ing  commi t tee  fo r  the  fo r thcoming
annua l  e l -ec t ion .

PRIVATE VARNISH? Fr iday ,  October  25  found Rock  IsLand
car  LAKE MICHIGAN spot ted  on  the  o ld  p r iva te  car  t rack
next to the CHOCTAII/ which is now the property of Hugh
Pat te rson o f  the  Arkansas  Gazet te .  Th is  i s  a  p la t fo rm
observa t ion  w i th  smooth  w indo pos ts  and s ide  pane ls  w i th
a  f  lu ted  Le t te rboard .  Ex  Gotdbn Sta te  equ ipmbnt?  I i ' .ho
knows someth ing  about  th is  one?

T.V.  SPECIAL.  V la tch  yourbT.  V .  Sets  fo r  a  Johnny Cash
Spec ia l  on  November  22 .  Th is  i s  a  spec ia l  on  ra iL roads
and w i l l  fea ture  such as  tha  Nashv i l le  Un ion  Sta t ion  and
eng ine  4501.

NRHS BULLETINi  I f  youbhave no t  sen t  in  your  reader  survey
card  tha t  was  rece ived  w i th  your  las t  NRHS Bu l le t in ,  p lease
do so .  Repor ts  a ro  tha t  response has  been good bu t  p lease
get  your  card  in  so  your  op in ions  can be  tabu l -a ted  w i th  the

PINE BLUFF I IEPORT:  Noted  recent lv  in  the  Cot ton  Be l - t rs  P ine
Blu f f  Grav i ty  Yardx  were  S leeper  SP 9114 and Dynamometer  Car
SP I37 .  Thc  s l -eek  s t reamLined s lceper  w i th  o range- red  l -e t te r -
board  over  f resh ly  pa in ted  gray  s ides  cont ras ted  marked ly
wi th  the  shor te r  dynamometer  car .  That  anc ien t ,  rus t
spot ted ,  pu l lman green un i t ,  w i th  i t s  d is t inc t i ve  c i rcu la r
sec t ion ,  was  w i red  to  th ree  t ra i l ing  loads  o f  au tomobi l -e
eng ines .

The cng ines  were  be ing  sh ipped in  a  new rack  sys tem,  Te lemet ry
cab l -es  l inked the  Loads and the  137.  Some e lement  o f  tha t
sys tem had  fa i led  sou th  o f  Eas t  S t .  L^u is  and  the  on-board
t6chn ica l  c rew worked f ran t ica l l y  to  ?ees tab l - i sh  the i r  TV
and o ther  da te  logg ing  capab i l I i t y .  They  were  successbu l  and
the  f i ve  cars  went  back  on  the  APLI I \ ,  immedia te ly  ahead o f
the  caboose .  Thc  t radrn -Hutopar ts ,  Los  Ange les -go t  on  the
road w i th  f i f teen  minu tes  de lay  abdrged to  the  tes t  c rew.

EPA ATANDABDS: The Environmental Protection Agency
has recent l , y  i ssued proposcd s tandards  to  reduce no ise
f rom t ra ins  opera ted  by  in te rs ta te  ra i l road car r ie rs .

"Among o ther  th ings ,  meet ing  fuhe s tandards  woudd fequ i re
the  ins ta l la t ion  fo l r  years  f rom da te  o f  f i na l  p romu lga t ion ,  o f
muf f l c rs  on  most  focomot ivew wh ich  represent  the  bes t  ava i lab le
techno logy  a t  reasonabe l  cos  t .  r l
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BUILDING PROJECT: Thc bui lding committee reports that
the  roo f  a t ,d  s idewal ls  o f  the  c lubrs  bu i ld ing  are  now
comple ted .  Doors  have becn ins taL led  and a  " f re igh t "
door  bu i l t  on  the  layout  end to  fac i l i ta te  mov ing  o f
la rge  i t cms in  o r  ou t .  E lcc t r i ca l  workkshou ld  s ta r t
w i th in  the  nex t  week.

ASH Tryt ' [Si Ash trays with the club emblem are st i lL
ava i lab le  a t  $2 .50  each and w i th  the  Missour i  Pac i f i c
emblem a t  $2 .25 .  Thcse w i l - I  make n ice  Chr is tmas q i f t s .

Pres ident  ForH has  s igned in to  law a  b i l l
tha t  au thor iaes  an  add id iona l  $200 mi l l ion  fo r  the  cur ren t
year  and increases  the  Federa l  loan  guarantee  f rom g5O0
mi l l ion  to  $900 mi lL ion .

The bi l I  requires the Transportat ion Depar.tment to give
pr io r i t y  to  ma jor  pppu la t ion  centers  w i th  no  passenger
serv i .ce  when ass igo ing  year ly  exper imenta l  t ra in  rou tes .

CHRISTIIt IAS PARTY: An addit ional- order of business at the
November  meet ing  w i l l  be  the  pre l im inary  p lann ing  o
the  annua l  Chr is tmas Par ty .

Arkansas  Ra i l road C lub  is  a  non-pro f i t  o rgan iza t ion  tha t
meets  on  the  Second Sunday o f  each month  a t  the  Missour i
Pac i f i c  Of f i ce  Bu i ld ing ,  ]000 West  4 rh  S t ree t ,  Nor th
L i t t1e  Rock ,  Arkansas  Fo fun ther  in f rmat ion ,  wr i te
P.  0  Box  5581r  L i t t le  Rock ,  Arkansas  7  220t



RAILROADER

A GIRL NAMED NELLIE.-AND HER APRON--PROVIDED A NAME FOR AN
OLD FI-AG STOP

BY CLIFTONE . HULL

.  Very  few.  peop le  can te l - l_  you whatever  happenod do  Ne l l ie ts
Apron.  Probab ly  even fewcr  can teL l  you  wherb-  o r  even what
] . t  was .

. ,  NeLL ie . r  s .  Apron -was an  ins ign i f i can t  ra i l road f lag  s top
on the north bank of thc White River where i t  twists i ts wbv
thrbugh the  wocded va l leys  among thc  l_ imestone r idgcs  and b iu f fs
nor theas t  o f  the  town o f  Nor fo rk .

The Ozark . .Mounta in  count ry  was famous fo r  i t s  apparent ly
un l im i ted  supp ly  o f  exce l_ Ien t  hardwood t imber  and o thbr  woo. l -
p roduc ts .  And in  the  ear ly  days .  th is  na t ive  wea l th  was go ing
to  marke t  aboard  the  r i verboats  t rad ing  on  the  Whi te  as  f i r  as
Buf fa lo  C i ty ,  about  L2  mi les  ups t ream f rom Nor fo rk .

Suvera l  s teamboats  were  mak ing  ragu la r  runs  ou t  o f  OId
Buf fa lo  C i ty ,  a  shor t  way  up  f rom the  po in t  wherc  the  Buf fa lo
River  jo ined the  lVh i te ,  hu t  the  C lv i l  i t l a r  d imin ished thc  r i ver
t ra f f i c  somewhat  when sc fera l  o f  the  vesseJs  were  ou t  in to  the
serv ice  o f  the  Confederacy .

,  A f te r  thc  war ,  t ra f f i c  f l uc tua ted ,  somet imes  up ,  some-
t imcs  down.  But  about  the  tu rn  o f  the  ccn tury ,  the '  government
a t  V /ash in ton  au thor ized  a  ser ies  o f  l -ocks  and dams fo r  the
Whi te ,  sharp ly  inc reas ing  r i ver  t rade.

Moreovcr ,  in  190I  ,  thc  S t .  Lou is ,  I rom Mounta in ,  and
Southcrn  acqu i red  a  char te r  f rom thc  s ta te  to  cons t ruc t  the
Whi te  R iver  Ra i l road to  ex tond f rom Batesv i l le  a long the  Vr lh i te
northwest to a point on the boundary between Mqrion and Boone
Count ies .

The fo fks  a t  Buf fa lo  C i ty  were  over joycd- - they  wou ld  bo th
have ra i l -  and water  t ra f f i c .

Th is  was des t ined to  be  the  most  expens ive  ra i l road per
mi le  o f  t rack  the  o l .d  l ro rn  Mounta in  ever  bu i l t .  Never the less ,
i t  was  comple ted ,  and i t  f ina l l y  went  a l l  the  way to  Car thage,
Mo.

The I ron  Moln ta in rs  execut ivew car ly  rea l i zed  thc  po ten t io l
o f  a  sp lcnd id  source  o f  revenuef rom the  fo res ts  o f  p ine  and
hardwoods wh ich  b lanketed  the  Ozark  Mounta ins .  A t  a  po in t  a
coup le  o f  mi les  down the  Whi te  f rom Buf fa lo  C i ty ,  as i i l i ng  was
bu i1 t ,  and cords  upon cords  o f  c ross t ies  and cedar  pos ts  were
brought  in  and s tacked in rows.  They  were  loadcd aboard  f re iahJ-
cars  rnd  were  sent  to  the  wor&.d  marke ts .
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A srna l l  shed was bu i . ' I t  bes ide  tha  t rack  and anyone board ing
a passenger  t ra in  cou ld ,  wave a  f lag  as  the  t ra i .n  approachcd
and the  eng ineet  wou ld  s top  fo r  h im.

The p lase  was g iven $he unrsua l  name o f  Ne l l i c rs  Apron.

How i t  go t  i t s  name has  become a  lcgend,  and what  i s  t ru th
and what  i snr t  i s  imposs ib le  to  de termine.

Dur ing  the  bus t l ing  days  be fore  thc  ra i l road was bu i l t ,  a
Ia rge  board ing  house was erec ted  to  accommodate  the  growing
crews o f  t ie  cu t te rs  and t imber  workers .  The l -and lady  had more
work  than she i rcou ld  hand le ,  so  she h i red  a  young g i r l  who l i ved
back  in  the  h i l l s  raar  Nor fo rk .  The g i r l rs  name,  o f  course ,
was Ne lL ie .

I t  was  inev i tab lc  tha t  she  wou ld  a t t rac t  the  a t ten t ion  o f
some o f  the  youngcr  boarders ,  and she f ina l l y  devoted  most  o f
her  a f fec t ions  to  one oar t i cu la r  Casanova r , l rho  had a  rcputa t ion
of  woo ing  every  g i r l  hL  ne t .  The i r  g r iendsh ip  soon deve loped
in to  a  ser ious  cour tsh ip  and Ne l l ie  was in  f ibura t ive  Heaven.

Thennone day  hcr  young man was no t i f ied  tha t  he  was be ing
t rans fcnod to  a  s imiLar  wood yard  a t  Ca l ico  Rock .  The lovers
were  separa ted  by  25  mi les  o f  the  '  tw is t ing  ! {h i te  R iver  and the
in te rven ing  r idges  o f  the  w i ld  Ozark  Mounta ins ,  bu t  he  promised
he wou ld  wr i te  to  h is  Nc l l ie  f requent ly  un t i l  they  couLd be
together  aga in .

A f te r  a  tear fu ]  par t ing ,  he  boarded a  sha l low=dra f t  r i ver -
boat  and d isappcared downst ream,  borne away by  thw swi f t - f low ing  ' l '
r ive r.

Day  a f tc r  in te rminab le  day  passed and no  le t te r  came.
Ne l l ie  wa i ted ,  hoped and made excuses ,  and then,  one day  she
rece ived word  f rom an acqua in tance tha t  the  gay  dece iver  was
cour t ing  one o f the  sweet  young th ings  a t  Ca1 ico  Rock .

The worLd o f  fan tasy  cnded fo r  Ne l l ie  tha t  day .  In  the
even ing  a f te r  the  chores  weredone,  she went . fo r  a  wa lk  a long
the  banks  fo  the  r i ve t ,  seek ing  soLace f rom the  $ /h i te - r i ver
rap ids  and the  deep b lue-green poo ls  o f  the  swi f t  f low ing  r i ver .

Ne l l ie  had fa i led  io  re tu rn  by  the  t ime the  long shad:ws
of  cven ing  came march ing  across  the  mounta ins  and hcr  wor r ied
f r iends  organ ized a  search  par ty .  The hunted  a long the  r i vc r
bank  anx ious ly  seek ing  some s ign  o f  Ne l l ie '  and loud ly  ca l l ing
her  name.
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__ .F ina l l y ,  onc  o f . th t  pa r ty  found  the  la rge  apron  wh ich
NeL l ie  had becn wear ing  whcn she l f t  the  Uoc io i . r rg  house.  I t
was  ly ing  on  the  bank  beneath  a  la rgo  e lm t ree .  L le rc  the  wators r
o f  thc  Whi tc  sw i rLcd  and swished angr i l y  ovcr  a  rocky  -shoa ls  to
. . . t ' . :  ' ^ .  : e I i )  - ' : i )  - " '  . / : i _ _

The nex t  morn ing  the  search  par ty  d ragged .Lhe r i ver  waL l
downst raam,  bu t  NeLI ic  was ncver  found.

Whethcr  th .  hcar tb rokcn g i r l  had  drowndd or  had s imp ly  t : f t
her -  la rge  apron as  a  dccoy  wh i lc  she made her  way across ' the
ro l l ing  mounta ins  to  the  ob l i v ion  o f  a  new l i fe  i s  a  secre t  keo t
by the cold, swift- f lowing waters of thc Whitc River.

Howcver ,  another  vers ion  o f  the  Iegend has  young Ne l t i c
I i v ing  near  the  l i t t le  s ta t ion  on  the  ra i t road.  

-

One day  shc  was wa l -k ing  a long the  t rack  search ing  fo r  a  cow
which  had brokcn ou t  o f  the  pas ture ,  and wh i le  mak ing  her  way
a long thc  w ind ing  t rack  wh ich  c lose ly  fo l lowed the  to r tuous
chanc l  fo  the  l r ih i te ,  yound Ne l l ie  d iscovered a  broken ra i l .  Whi le
wonder ing  how she couLd no t i f y  someoneabout  the  danger ,  she  heard
the  long wa i l  o f  a  locomot ive  wh is t l -ee .  l ' / i th in  a  few seconds she
knew,  the  speed ing  t ra in  wou ld  p lunge in to  the  deep waters  o f  the
r ive t ,  so  runn ing  f ran t icLa ly  a long the  t rack ,  Ne l l ie  to rc  her
apron f rom her  wa is t  and began wav ing  i t  back  and fo r th .  The
eng ineer  saw hcr  sespera te  s igna l  and brought  h is  t ra in  to  a
shudder ing  s top  on ly  a  few fee t  f rom the  broken ra i l .

The c los ing  chapter  o f  the  Ne l l ie ts  Apron legend was wr i t ten
when Nor fo rk  Dam was cons t ruc ted  in  1941 on  the  N6r th  Fork  R iver .
Great  quant i t ies  o f  r i vc r  g rave . I  were  requ i red  as  aggregate  fo r
tho  concre te  in  the  s t ruc tu ro  and one pr ime source  was the  heavv
depos i t  known as  thc  Lowc Buf fa lo  Bars ,  about  two miLcs  down-
s t ream f rom the  po in t  a t  wh ich  the  Buf faLo Rdrve  r  jo ined the
Vlh i tc .  Morc  than one mi l l - ion  cub ic  yards  o f  g rave i !  were  taken
foom the  r i ver ,  and in  the  ensu ing  years ,  f loods  on  ths  Whi te
r lso  changed the  appearance o f  the  banks  in  the  area .  The
s ta t ion  a t  Ne l l ie rs  Apron was removed a long w i ' ;h  the  ra i l s  in  1936.
The on ly  ves t igc  o f  Ne l l ie rs  Apron to  surv ive  the  pass ing
ycars  i s  the  weathered,  wecd-grown embankment  wherb  the  ia i l s
o f  the  s id ing  had  la in .

Never thoJcss ,  the  lcgend o f  Ne l - l - ie  I  s  Apron s t iL l -  I i ves  in
the  memory  o f  a  few o ld - t ime ra i l roadcrs  who rode t ra ins  aLonq
the  tw is t ing  Whi te  R iver  D iv is ion  o f  the  01d St .Lou is ,  I ron
Mounta in  &  Southern .

y/as young NeLlie factor f ictbn? Who Knows? And who
rea1 ly  cares ,  so  long as  the  legend l i ves  to  g ive  en joyment
to  those who te l l  i t  to  those who en joy  bear ing  l t  fo r  the
f i rs t  o r  hundredth  t  ime.
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