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The Ariansas Railread Club is a nen-prefit erganizatien. Meetings are held the
secend Sunday ef each menth (excert Juns, July andAugust) at the M sseuri Pacific
Building, 1000 West Lth Avenue, Nerth lLittle Reck, Ark. Visiters always welceme.
Ceffee, Cekes and Ceekiss uswlly availible, Address 3ll news items te Hditer at
5007 Hawthernme Read, Little Reck, Ark. 72207,

Our Octeber meeting was a wig success even theugh many ef sur memsers did net
ghed upe The club building was given a thersugh cleaning 25 well as carpeting
lald, Alss, some cleaning werk was done en eur car and it is beginning te take
on the appearance of whit the car leeked like when in gervice. Hewsver much
werk remains te e dome on it.

Cur Nevember meeting will e held Back at the Misseuri Pacifie Building en
Sumday the 13th starting at, 2 PM, The pregram will be givem by Mike Adams
whe will talk en a Mistery Of The Littls Rocl=Nerth lLittls Reck Area Imclu~-
ding the Railreads In The Area, This sheuld preve very interesting amd hepe
Wwe can have a geod attendamcs., Bring these visiters. It ias very heartenimg
tes see eur club grewing., OSemetimes it is surpriazimg te actually leara hew
many poepla are interested ia railreading. Our clus is the place te ceme te
if they are interested,

By the time yeu read tkis eur Amtique & Artifacts Shew will have gettem umdésr-
way at the Werthen Bamk. At this writing your editer feels sure that it will
bo a great success and give ewr clud much faverabls publicity.

THE 630 FOUNDATION - The 630 Feurdatien has been formes te acquire ami preserve
the last actiwm eje rating example ef the pre~Werld war II glant-nesed paszenjer
diesel lecemetive, the Chicage, Reck Island amd Pacific Railway's B-6, Ne, 630.
It is the Feundatien's geal te see the 630 eperated regularly in sxeursien service
system wide after a thersugh shepping te acsure its reliawility. Oenatiems airs
being agked for and thie s=em te o a very wertihy causs. If anyene is interected
got in teuch with yeour editer az I have a brechure em it eutlininmg in detail as
te denations, sto. Am excursiem eut of Iittle Reck with this engims em "The Reck®
weuld be nice, This is a pessibility if and when it is used im excurd em service,

(Ses Page 2 Fer a Little Bit Of Cetten Belt Nestalgia)
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COTTON BuLT'S 100TH ANNIVaRSARY

Since old 1977 is slipping away fast de net want te pass up the eppertumity
of recegnizing the 10Uth Anniversary of a fine railread and one that kas
s~rved the Stailn of Arkmsas well; alsc the fact that yeur editer werked
fer this line fer 32 years. A few facts as fellews:

The 1ittls elinping welew is frem an eld Cettem Balt public paszenger time=
table o It shews the schedule of gas-clesilicmetsr trains Numbers L0 and
402 which eperated »n a daily schasnuls dewn thru the piney weeds of cast
Texas frem Tyler te Iufkin and returm, The train haa twe nicknames; seme
called it the Tyler-Lufkin Meess dus te the air hern en the car ssunding
like a ®ig bull meess; ethers called it the jitney since it was purely

a4 lecal. It was dism ntinued many years age dus te the sams reasen that

me st passengsr trains were discentinued, namely; riswens of cencrste and
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the gas suggy (Aute). It was a celerful little train. Scheduls belew: g
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ML RES 1A THS FPe’E *
Many peeple have ‘asked the erigin, wheru it came frem, etc, abeut the present o,
Cetten Helt emblem. A piece of the machinery in a cetten ginm is what the ~
emslen was taken from, The first Cetten Belt emblem wag a nicture ef a bale ::l,
ef cetion with the werds "Cetten Belt Aeute" en Li; hewsver thiz gave the 1‘
impressien that the railread traversed nething sut cetten-grewing ceuntry. .
he pressnt amsle i in ti &801p,
prese lem cams inte use in the 1880's N |
Un te the date ef Octeber 18, 1885, the Cetten Belt wus a narrew-gauge rail- §.9 g

read 21] the way frem Texarkana,Amk=~Tex, te Hird's Peint, lilsseuri, a distancs |
of 419 miles. This weuld geem ‘e be ensef the lengast narrew gauge railreads
in the United States at that times On the memerable day, Ucteser 18, 1586,

a remarkable perfermance made railread histery. In a race against time, that
part of the lins frem Bird's Peint, Misseuri te lexarka a was cenvarted frem
narrew te gtamsard gauge in 24 heurs.
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Pecial The Couthwester
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In 1931 a fast merchandise train knewn as the "Blue Streak" was inaugurated
| eperating frem St. leuis te Pime Bluff, Arkare as with eemnections fer
Isuisiana and Texas paints, This traim mew eperatss thru frem St. Leuis
e the Pacific Ceast im comnsction with the Seutherm Pacifiec., It isthe
hottost traim ea the Sumsat Reute of the 5.P. and am advised it enly gees
"inte the hele® fer imtrak's Sunset and me ether trainm (1t weuld met oo

this except feor the Amtrak law) . L
COTTON BELT TheBlue Streak FAST FREIGHT
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TRAGIC TRAIN “THE CITY OF SAM FRANCISCOO“

Superier Fuklishing Cempany has ceme up with anether fins text that will
held yeur interest frem Beginning te end, Den DeNevi is the auther ef
this trus stery and queting im part frem Clarenes Champlin, Chisf Special
Agant~System, Seutherm Pacific Cemrany, "Ths stery yeu are aweut te reaé
is net just anetler trair thrilley®, The SP has a standing effer ef a
$10,000 reward fer infermatien leading te am arresi and cenvictiem in the
cass of the “Tragic Trair®, unselved fer mearly LO years.

The beek centaina many phetes en slick paper and traces the histery ef this
fime streamlimey frem its inmauguratien en January 2, 2938 te the tragic
wreck mear Harmey, Nevada on Aungust 12, 1939. The wreck was dus te sabetage
which was preved boyend a deubt that the track had seen tampered with at the
derailment peint, '

The $2,000,000, streamliner was eperated jointly Wy Seuthern Pacific=Unien
Pacific amd the Chicage & Nerthwesterm. If any tribute is due im an offert
te find the sabeteurs respensible for this tragic wreek it sheuld bs given
te Mr. Dan 0'Cemnell, Chimf Special Agent fer Seuthernm Pacific at the tims,
Hr. O'Cemnell anshis largs staff of swecial agents intsrviewed perssn after
persen in additisn te knewn criminals in am efferi te secire laads en the
train wreckers,

Ne ene, particularly rail wuffs and rallread empleys=s likes teo read ef a
traln wreck er any other wreck fer that matter; hewever this is an interest-
ing stery frem woginning te end and a mall review just attempted cannet &
Justice te the wek; ysu just have te read it yeurself te get thsa full impact
of just hew iragic it was. In additien te lives lest and injured, the equin-

ment, fer the mest part, waz a tetal less.
s L T

Kansas City, Me.~Kane Pleasurs And idsappelintment

Your dditer, accemnanied Wy Eis Wife just returned frem a Church cenventien
in Greater Kansas City. Have veu ever made a trip which was weth a pleasurs
and at the gsame time somewhat disappeinting? Thiw was the capsj the trip wac
very nice and the sights ef Kansas City were great, asspecially since I had nei
b2on there in seme 25 years. The disancelntuent was in net weing able te gec
the Mansas City Rallread Mussum, It is epen enly en Saturday and Suméay frem
1l te S PM., The cenventien prevented me from meeing it except frem the eut-
side where I snapped several phetes. The museum is pretected by 2 high wire
fence; it is lecated dewn by the Misseuri River in Nerth hancas City. Backed
up te the fance im KECS taverm~easervatien car *Hespitality". This car was
used en the eriginal Seuthkern Bslle, wus rewuilt and remamed the "Hespatality"
in 1948, It was demated te the mussum in 1968, I alse ceuld see thru the
fenca a cabesse, an Amtrak baggage® car, a Frisce chair car amd a very cld
Chicage &« Nerthwesterm cembination car., I alsw md a chames te soe te
Kansas City Uniem Statiom. It is semewhat like the St, leuis Umiem Statien,
only a shall of its fermer self, Several trasks under the cenceurse have
boen paved evar, Only traias thru the statien ure six trains eperated by
Amirak, At its peak 219 trains a day eperatesa in and eaut ef the statien.

It ereught back many memeriss when I wemt there te see relatives mere than

25 ysars age, alwaye making my trips sy train. Flamws are te turn th statien

inte a science museum, Thig weuld insure the suilding stayimg intaet
L]
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HOW MANY HILGES
BY$ BILL MIRCK

Gelng sack dewn memery lane and recalling the gelden age of the passenger
traim, I mades a count ef the railreads that I have ridden since a yeung ey

of mme five w rix yeuars of ags. Heres they ares GSS5W = MOP = CRIP - KGS5«
L&A - SLSF -~ T&P = PK&ET = CuA - GMEO - (G481 - WABASH - CONS&M - OS5&SB - IC-
ASWP=-GARR = L1&N = NC&STL = SOU = SAL = ACL - CGA - ATSF - UP - PE - M&PP,

and last sut net least the COIORADD : IDIAND. A few werds abeut the C.M,

When sene five ysarc of age my Mether and I made a trip te Celerads te

viglt relatives. My menery is net tee geed en this trip sut I de remenber
that we reds an excurgien traim en that line that was adverticed as s "Wild
Flewer hxcurslien', se naw d bacauss the train stepped svery fow miles te

allew tha pacsengars te datrain and pidc wildfiewers which grew in abundance
aleng the C.M.'s right «f wzy. BZquipmest en the train was ef all weedsn cen—
structien and it carried ceachesg, an ewssrvatien car amd a leng speclially
censtructed epen car at the rear. It dlse carried a dining car, a passenper
agent and a mws butch. We bearded thd trzin at Maniteu, Celerads and rede

for mveral miles en a reusd trip (I cannet rememser the exact nmumber of milss)
This trip waa terribly expensgive; the whels mim of ems dellar and a half fo
the both of us. Alse, X Cannev Fsmembor what ths pewer en the sueky eid lhiked
like except I d» remember it was-a ceal burmez. The C.M. was abands ned many
yoars age dut it went dewn in histery as eme of the gresatest lines in Celerads.

A couple of ether trips that I de remember stand eut in my memery; ene was the
only ride I sver made en a gas-electric meter traim. This was en the Katy's

_ Mewerly-New Franklim, Me. branch, a trip of =me 33 miles, The ride wasnice
even theugh the spesd wae never much ever 15 milss per heur en light rail and
ever lightly wallasted readeed., Ag I remember the car that day carrisd seme
thres or feur passenpers and 21l riding en passes. The car went threugh Higbee,
Me. nd en te New Franklin where it turned em the wys and after a shert wait

at New Framklin headsd wack te Meberly. The Katy pulled this run eff shertly
after I reds it because of declining revermes and the Branch wemnt te freight
iny- It is new sbandsned,

A very fagt rids that I resmember was en Cstten Belt passenger train Ne. 8
frem Pins Bl te Jomesbere ens might wack in the fiftiss. The censist

of thistrain censisted of an SMD Oeep, a cembinatien Tail-Bagrape car and
twe lightweight AC chair cars. Aftes clegring the Fime Bluff yard the hegper
epenad the threttlk and I theught several times we were peing te leaves the
rails and take te the skyways. we pulled inte Jenesbere censiderable ahead
of time which was net surprising.

All train rides I had always had a thrill in them. My riding has includad
limiteds, lecals, diesel cabs and cabesses and with the exceptien ef tie
trip en the Celerade Midland I reds all ef them en free transrertatien,
Semw of the tripwe were fer business and others fer pleasurs., I wish I
could ride all ef them again, Se--~hew many miles have I ridden?? Wish

I knaw,
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