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NOYEMBER MEETINGs Our Nevember meesting will be held en Sunday the 11lth, starting
at 2 FM at the Mieseuri Pacifio effice building in Nerth Little Reok. Infermatien
net definite at this time en the pregram; hewsver it ceuld be ene eof twe persens;
either Bill Seed of the Jetten Belt at Pine Buff er; eur ewn Geme Hull, Will try
and gdvise semothing definite befere the newsletter gess te press., pregram is
aranteed,
ﬁuARi ?(JUR CALENDARs Its net tee early fer yeu te mark yeur cslendar fer eur
Christmas party which will be held at the heme of P rez Bill Bailey en Saturdaey,
Deoember 8th, Anneuncemont will be made at eur Nevember meoting and full details
will be anneunced in the December newsletier,

ELECTION OF 1980 OFFICERS; Electien will be held at eur Nevember meeting and
officers installed at eur Christmas party. The slate sheuld leek ssmething like
thiss¢ PRESIDENT; Dr. Bill Pellard; VIOE PRESIDENT; Bill Alessi; Secretarys
Rese Helt; irouuror; Dick Byrd and NRHS Oentact, Geme Hull, Yeur editer will
centinue with the newsletter if yeu want me fer anether year,

AMTRAKIRGs With the recent restrusturing ef the mtrak system, much equipment
hap been released for peessible placement en existing trains, With thie in mind
we are thinking ef eur ewn INTER-AMERIOAN being restruotured equipsent wise,

Kete that the LORE STAR, ene of the digoentimued trains, carried a full dining
car and a Hi-Level Ceach (understand this equipment was fermer Santa Fo). Now

how abeut Mmtrak putting a full diner and ene ef these hi-level cars en the
Inter~imerican, The remaining trains in the system sheuld be made as fine as
pessible and we cannet see that imtrak has any excuse new fer the seng and dance
stery abeut net having eneugh equipment. The main thing the Inter-Americen needs
is a full diner te replace the JUNK DINETTE. Alse, we have infermatien that Amtrak
has again leeked inte the peesibility ef censtructing a new 2,400-square-~feost sta-
tien at tirack level at the existing statien in Little Reck, We hepe this is true
since existing facilities new used by Amtrak here are tetally unsuitable, They
were of ceurse very nice when Me.Pacific ran all their passenger trains in and

out ofLittle Reck but the pluce new is in semewhat eof a shambles.

Speaking ef the discentinuance ef the LONE STABR~~we wender if this nsme will ever
again be used en a paseenger train; firset used by the Cetten Belt and then by
Amtrek,

News items are shert in this issue due te running Jim Benneit 's fine artiole en
Cetten Belt Lene Star and Merning Star Passenger Trains, Due te space limita-
tiens we ceuld net run it in ite entirety; hewsver mest of it we did run with
a 1ittle additien te 1t by yeur editer, Wish te cengratulate Jim en this fine
article and knew yeu will enjey it,

DAREBDI BRSNS NN DI NENEE S
The Arkansas Railread Club is a nen-prefii erganizatien., Regular meetings are

held en Secend Sunday ef each menth, Visiters alwvays welceme and refreshments
usually available, Send all news items and exchange newslstters te Editer,
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COTTON BELT 'LONE STAR' AND 'MORNING STAR' PASSENGER TRAIN 8 ERVICE
-by Jim Bennett - Stuttgart, Arkansas
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Beginning in the 1930 's the Cotten Belt Reute's principal passenger train
services were all called 'Lene Star Trains' and ran sut ef St, Leuis and
Menmphis te Dallas and Pert Werth, with cennecting services te Shrevepert
and Texas cities such ag Tyler, Wace and ethers, Generally, ene train

was eperated fren and te St, Leuis, with twe trains inte and eut ef
Memphis. At varisus times, shert-haul service was available en different
parts of the eystem---in Texas, the ene-car *Gas Electric' traina were
ueed quite pucesefully; and a netable experiment abeut 1934 saw the Cetten
Belt cenvert 3 highway busses te rail use and 1naugurate raill-bug mervice
between Dallas and Jeneebere, daily., This service was very shert lived,
and 1ittle ie knewn about thess units, except they were nevel and did help
win seme traffic baok te the rails during the middle 30's, The cennecting
train te Shrevepert always eperated frem Lewisville (Arkansas) en the branch
te ell-drenched Shrevepert.

Abeut 1937, fellowing the depressien, passenger traffic began te shew and
increase, and Cetten Belt management wisely purchased ten medern and light-
weight, streamsyled chair ceaches frem the Pullkan Standard Car Manufacturing
Ceapany fer its principal passenger services., The cars seen became knewn as
the "MMERICAN FLYER' cars, reasen being they and sister cars en the New Haven
(and sther reads) had served as the 'sretetype fer a line of tey traina put
eut by the A.,0, Glbert Cempany, manufacturer ef the fameus AMERICAN FLYER
Tey Traine., The Pullman-Built cars {Wercester, Mass. plant) were distinctive
feor their designs lew skirts, emeoth eldes, with very large picture windews
trimaed in aluminum, which gave them a medern, racy appearance (and after the
depressien the traveiing public was ready fer a change), Inside the cars were
quite medern, with individual reclining,retating, rubber cushiened chairs,
medern lighting, clean rest-reems, sound-preofing, and new (in 1937), air-
cenditiening. Te cemply with the 'Jim Crew' requirements, the cars had sepa-
rate 'white'! and 'celefed' gectiens. OCotten Belt efficiale wers quite pleased
with their purohsase and advertised the cars widely and eperated a geod, but
standard passenger service in the late 1930's., They even werked with the
Ssuthern Railway in Memphis and advertised 'clese cennectiens’ between Cetten
Belt trains and the Ssuthern Reilways new streamlined TENNESSEAN which went
frea Mamphiste Washingten, Ne thru cars, but clese cemmectiens at Memphie'
Unien Statien. The Oetten Belt 'dmerican Flyer' cars were the FIRST REALLY
MCDERN passgenger cars te eperate within the state eof Arkansas.

GENERAL MAKE UP OF COTTON BELT TRAINS

LONE STAR TRAINS (#1 and 2)
MEMPHIS TO SHREVEPORT AND DALLAS

Pullman Bleeper (Open Platferm Observatien) Memphis te Shrevepert
Pullman Sleeper Menphis te Dallae
Dining Car Texaricana te Dallas
Mterican Flyer Chair Car Mamphis te Dallas

Ceach (Early Steel-type) Lewisville te Shrevepert

St. Louis Southwestern
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MAKE UP CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Railway Lines
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MORKING STAR TRAINS ( #5 and 6 —~ # 7 and 8 )

8T. LOUIS TO DALLAS
MEMPHIS TO DALLAS

Pullman Sleeper St. Leuis te Texarkana
Dining Car Jenosbere te Pine Blufr
Mmerican Flyer Chair Car 8t. Leule te Dallas
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Mmerican FMlyer Chair Car Memphlie te Dallas
Dining=-Leunge Oar Memphis te Dallas
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The MORNING STAR trains generally censelidated {ssuthbeund) at Brinikley,
Ark, fer the run inte Texas. (Nerthbeund the situatien was reversed),

The St. Leuis seatien weuld arrive at Nerth Brinkley Yard a few minutes

- prier te the Memphis seotien's arrival, Upen the Memphis train's arrival,
Cetten Belt crew members weuld censelidate the twe trains, preceed te the
statien step at Brinkley, then ente Pine Bluff whare the Jenesbere diner
was taken eut, then ente Texas fer it's terminatien, Nerthbeund this pre-
cedure was reversed, Only knewledgable travelers en either trein at Brink-
ley were generally aware of the switching dene there--it was dene quickly
and mmesthly by the well-trained Cetten Boli crews,

During the middle war years (1943-45 er se) due te extremely heavy freight
traffio en the Cetten Belt and Reok Island, and cengestien at Brinkley,

(ae you imew the Oetten Belt has fer years used Reck Island tracks frem

Brinkley te Memphie) Cetten Belt management cenoelidated the §t. Leuis

and Memphis sectiens at the Pine Biuff Yards,~-=wbelieve it er net; Thus

fer this peried of time, they ran the twe sectiens abeut 40 minutes apart,

The 8¢, Leuis Sectien (seuthbeund) weuld run ahead ef the Memphis sectien

and wait en it at the Pine Bluff Yards (Sheps), where the twe trains censel-
idated, then meved the shert distance te the dewntewn FPine Biuff Statien fer
discharge and receiving ef passengers, mall, baggage, and express, It is net
knewn hew many Fine Bluff felks stayed en the train during its 'heels-ceeling'
in the yards; likely many get eff and walked, er had pemeene meet them in the
yards., Nerthbeund, the precedure was reversed--the censelidated train arrived
at the Pine Bluff Statien, meved en te the Yards, then was split up, with the
Memphis sectien being dispatohed immediately and the St. Leuls equipment waiting
about 40 minutes te meve eut. What St. Leuls passengers theught abeut this 40.
" minute 'lay ever' ifi the Fine BIufT yards is net knewn, They were uesed te being
side-tracked fer se many freights and treep-trains in these days, it was net
prsbably much ef a preblem for Cetien Belt crew members te handle,

The passenger diesels came in 1950 ( 3 of them ) and they were able te handle
meet of the passenger traina, At first they turned at Pine Bluff, with the
stean lecemetives handling the trains seuth ef there, but then they ran all
the way te Texas, Alce~GE furnished twe ef them ( #300 and # 301) and EMD
furnished the #3056, which made the last run on Nevember 30, 1959, ef a Oetten
Belt Passenger Train, By this time the run had been fere-shertened 3t, Levig
te Pine Bluff. Semetime befere they had cut it back te St.Leuls~Texarkana,
and even prier te that time (in a highly successful effert te eliminate

their Pullmam servioe) had cut the Pullman run te 3-times weekly, Thus the
end of a very interesting passenger service en the Oetten Belt, They did
rather well, censidering the relatively mmall pesl ef passenger cars they
ewned and the rather leng runs they pretected, They kept their equipment

in geed shaps and ran geed trains until the end,
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All photos, unless otherwise credited, Pullman Standard.

' A FEW ADDITIONS BY YOUR EDITOR TO JIM BENNEIT'S EXCELLENT ARTICLE

Since your oditer was a4 leng time Oetien Belt man theught a few additiens te
Jim's artiole weuld be in line., 1t wap my pleasure te ride the Lene 8Star's
many times, In the make-up eof Traine Numbers 1 and 2, Memphis te Shrevepert
and Dallas; during years 1935-37~-38 and peseibly thru 1939, the Pullman en
these trains that ran thru frea Memphis te Dallss was a Cafe-Usach-31eeper
centaining 8 sectiens, Picture ef ene ef the cars, COTTON VALLEY, is shewn
abeve, Its twin was nsmed OOTTON LAND, (Phete credited te PULLMAN STANDARD)
With the ceming ef Werld War II these cars were withdrawn frem Cetten Belt
service and replaced with 12 Seotien, 2 Cempartment, 1 Drawing Reem oars.
This was necessary due te limjted berth space in Cetten Valley and Cetten
Land, 4An sure many ether railreads used cars like Qetten Valley and its
twin; hewever the Cetten Belt was the enly line I ever saw this equipment
sperated, They were both very beautiful cars and eperating en the Cetten Belt
they oertainly had apprepriate names-~0OTTON VALLEY AND COTTOR LAND, After
their service en the Cetten Belt the twe cars eperated fer a time en the Q&0
GULF COAST REBEL, What happened te them aftsr their stint en the MA0 is nst
knewn,

In Paragraph 3 ef Page 3 regarding Cetten Belt trains using Reck Island rails
frem Brinkley te Memphie, It might be interesting te nete that a few years
sage therOetten Belt spent several millien dellars in rehabilitating this
stretch of Reck Island trsck and it is yeur editer's understanding that the
Cetten Belt has been maintaining it fer several years. With the present
oenditien eof Reck Island readbed in Arkaneas, this sectien is pessibly the
enly part where a train oan meke reasenable speed,

Alpe in Paragraph 5 ef Page 3 wherein Cetton Belt passengers were usged ie
being side~tracked fer se many freights—-thie was semewhat ef a cemmen
practice en the Cetten Belt; the frelghte had te ceme firet, In this
respect it wae interesting te yeur editer in that a certain treop trainmn

that ] acted as an escert en, sur train went inte the hele twice between
Brinkley and Texarkana--snd what were we in the hele fer?? The first time
te let the Lene 3tar by and the secend time fer the Merning Star, Hew abeut
that? It just happened that way I guess. Yeu never knew abeut the OTC and/
eor the diepatchers,

Your editer naturally agrees with Jim that the Cetten Belt did eperate an
interesting passenger gervice. It was certainly ne 20th CENTURY, ne BROAD-
way, ne DAYLIGHT, ne SUPER CHIEF er many ethers; hewever the Lene Stars and
the gag-electrics served their territery well and during Werld War II the
Cetten Bolt 1ike mest sther lines was literally running ever with passenger
business, In fzct I had a hard time finding spece en their trains. ( I wae

lucky te even get anW'pper) .. sasssssnrsunan




