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OCTOBER MEETING: The regular October business meeting will be held
Sunday, October 14, 1973 at 2:00 p.m. Heeting will be in the lMoney
Tree Room of the lst National Bank, 3rd & Louisiana Sts., Little Rock.
The Money Tree Room is on the second floor and entry may be gained
from both second St. and Louisiana St,

CLUB_PATCHES¢ The long wait is over. The-club patches have arrived.
hey are replicas of the, club emblem shown on the cover of the

Newsletter, done in black on. white embroldry. They are available .

at a cost of 75¢ each payable to the Arkansas Railroad Club, Oredrs

may be addressed to Curator, Arkansas Railroad Club lMuseum, P,0.Box

55645 Little Rock Arkansas 72205, :

INSTRUCTIONS: ‘The manufacturer
reconmends that a zig-zag stitch
should be used from center of border

to outside of border. 16 stitches or Bedeew:

more to the inch., See diagram on [

right, A J IsIpE oF ErALEm l
Y./

CLUB BUILDING: Earl Saunders roports-that.the North Little Rock City
Council approved the resolution by the.Parks & Recreation Department
granting us the use of the proposed club location, The licenses for
the road and utility crossings have been issued by Missourdi Pacific and
all pertinent documents have been forwarded to Albuqurque ¥.M, to the
Burgau of Outdoor Recreation for final apptroval. Our perranent horme is

a step- closer,

SOOTT & BEARSKT'™TLAKE: Work progresses on the trackage and the
denot restoration. The highway crossing has been installed and
ronmacted,

JCOL AVERICAY SHOWH:  Royal Ameriean Shows arrived by rail from
Hatchison Kansas ahout £:30 p,m, Sentemher 25th. Arriving &n the
Rock Island, they will remain for the Arkansas State Fair and will
devart for Jackson Missiesipni on October 10,
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NRHS DUES INCREASE: at the spring Directors! Meeting, it was announced
that an increase of 50¢ per annum for Chapter members and $1,00 per annum
for associate hembers would have to be implementdd, effective with dues
for 1974. From NRHS News Extra

DO AT THE DEPOT: While work nrngresses on the new restaurant in the
. 0old baggage room of Missouri Pacific Union 8tation workmen are busy

razing the concourse and shelters, Reportedly the structures are
obsolete and removal of the shelters conflicted with some straightening
of trackage which is necessary. (airk, Gazette 9/12/73)

AMTIACK: [Reports indicate that the Amtrack appropriation bill which
includes service from St. Louis to Dallas via Little Rock ahs passed
both houses of Congress and is on the Presidert's desk awaiting signature;

HARRIMAN AWARD: For the third year in succession, the Cotton Belt has
won the Harriman Gold Medal Safety Award, recognition of the highest
achievement in safety among Class I railroads in it's group within the
railroad industry. Our congratulations to President (Associate Member)
Robebt M. Nall,

THE TRAINS I.RODE®
BY
We M. "MIKE" ADAIS

I inade my firdt train rede at a pretiy early day-after the perfection
of the air brake and Janney coupler, however, desphte allegations to
the contrary from some eldes of the lake., My father was in the employ
of the Missouri Paecific at Branson, Missouri whién I was born and had
pass privaleges. My grandparents on both sides of the family lived

at or near Yellville, Arkansas, some 55 miles to the southeast, and
while I don't want to infeb that I can rember the trip, I am sure my
father rushed me to Yellville at the earliest opportunity to show me
to the old fokks,

Actually the first train ride that really sticks out in my memory was
on an excursion train from Cotter, Arkansas to Memphis in June 1924.

In April 1923 Lewis Warrington Baldwin took over the tottering
Missouri Pacific and set abeut turning it into af first class

railroad after decades of Gould mis-management. One of the first things
he did was to organize booster clubs in Bach ditision, This was a
social gathering of the employees designed to promote the railroad and
secure business. He would and did authorize any kind of special or
excurgion within reason, the railroad furnishing the equipnent and

fuel while the employees ran them on a volunteer basis, without payment.

* Again with apologies, this time to the late Lucius DPeebw & Charles M. Clegs
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Anvway the White Wiver NDivision NMoosters had organized a trip from
CArthafe, Mo to Memmhis and theé train rolled into Cotter about 9:00
P.me angd this I do remerber-many of the coaches, including the one

we rode were of the old omen nlatform variety cormmlete with Pintsch
Fas lichts and green nlush seats smelling like the bottom half of

the coal chute. As T recall the train was quite lensthy and it

was all the 2300 class ten-wheeler could do to handle it ewven on the
water level rrade south out of Cotter., Another thine I remertber was the
incessart string of weoden trestles stretchines practically all the way
from the St. Francis Miver to YMemphis on which the railroad operated
in those davs, Long since filled in or, when necessary, replaced
with preeast cormcrete thev werc a feature on all lines entering
Yermphis across the Arkansas Deltalands,

In 1927 we moved to Aurora, Missouri and that Christmas my mother
decided to po to the neighboring and much larger town of Springfield

and deo some Christmas shooping. Of course the main line of the Frisco
fan directly from Aurora to Seringfield but we were true to the Mo-Pac
and took the southbound local from Aurora to Crane, 11 miles, Here

we were about three riles farther from Sprin~field thaw when we started
and here we chanped from the steam powered three carlocal to a motor
car Ikrowh far and wide as the "ullmoose", The engineer or if you wilil,
motorman, was an old timer nemed Tob Pennington, Rob had been a hoomer
in his vounper davs a-d was a nrettyv parrulous old codger. his tales had
to be taegd with a prain of salt,

The most interesting thing to me was that there were several seats

in the baggage/control compartment of the motor car used as a Y"snoker!
and used by those addicted to the weed while just opposite the engineer
and actually on the right side of the compattment was an ermpty seat.,
Bob let me ride here the 35 miles fron Crane to Springfield and also

on the beturn trip later that day. I am sure the success of the trip
was due in part to my expert look-out, however, it was not without
incident.

At that time the Springfield branch was laid with about 56 pound rail.
We were rocking along, and I do mean rocking, perhaps 30 MPH, between
Clever and Hurley when Bob hollered for all to "grab a holt! and
slammed the brakes in embrgency. It was too late, however, and we
bounced right over asection of rail with about 6 or & inches of the
ball broken out. The conductor, another old-timer named 8ouglas,
tiirew off a message at hurley and we went merrily on our way. The
trusty section forces had effected a repair by our return and that
portion of the trip was uneventful.,. (to be continued)

Arkansas Railroader is the monthly publication of Arkansas Railroad
Club, a non-profit organization.that meets the second Sunday of
each month. For informabion, write P. 0. Box 5584, Little Rock, Ark. 72205



