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CUNLAY GF EACH MONTH AT THE

Mr, Mertin M, Pomphrey, Asst. V.P, Public Kelations, Frisco R.R. St. Louls, wag unable
to come to our September meeting and ‘present the program; however understand at this
writing that Mr, Pomphrey has promised to address a future meeting of the club, possibly
in November. de will be looking forward to heving Mr, Pomphrey with us,

Will endeavor to advise what our Cctober program will te luter in the newsletler.

Mr, Paul Reistrup, former presfdent of ANTRAK, has joined AUTO~THAIN as a consultant.
(NRES NEMWS EXTRA

Will not bore you with my experlences on & recent trip to Missouri visiting friends

end relatlves in Columbiu and Moberly, However, here is something you might find of
interest, THE KATY STATION, rauiiroad restaurant in the old Katy depot at Columbia

is really something, Katy abandoned treir Columbia-McBaine braneh some two years ago

and donated many ltems to be used in the restaurant, including menus, tickets, lanterns,
photos, etc, The restaurant is something like Tracks Inn at Little Hock although believe
somewhat more elaborate, The east end of the bar room leads into a former side door Katy
cgboose and was advised that the caboose was formeriy owned by the late Father Steve
Sandknop of Canton, Missouri who, &s all dining car china collectors know,wrote a book
entitled, * Nothing Could be Finer", The caboose has the Kdty logo on it, Very nice,
Since I was 2 customer 1 prevailed upon the manuager to give me a Txcwy Kat} wenu,

Another item of interest; the Mcoberiy Historical & fasllrosd Museum is & real jewel.
Located in the south end of the old Wabasl station in Moberly,there are two rooms of
xRomaesabash artifacts und asscorted goodies. I met a retired Walash coaductor thers

who told me about the foliowing, which is uabelleveble but true--It seems a wan in

some city,(believe it wus in I1iiacis), put aa ad in Lis locul puper that he had for

gale a former Webash tall aign in perfect cordition; it contoinea tae beautiful flag
logo and above the flag 1t vewa 1o AGUT LINITRD, fe sold it in qulck order and no
vonder; can you gucss wiat he suid it for?7? TWeidTY FIVE DOLLabhs. Had he known the
true value of it no telling what he could have gotten for it, You never know.

The QOctober issus of TR.INS contains an excellent article by our own Mike Aduums
entitled, "The reborn Locomotive®. In tie urticle other nembers of our club sre
mentioned; Mshlon F, Fiske, Eciles a, Hille ¢nd Cliftoa b, hull, Cene Hull's cone
tribution to the article is contained separately from the main article and is en-
titled, "ladame Queen"., Congratulstions to bath Mlkse and Gene, e thlnk both of
you guys nol only know how to write but really know ycur favorite railroad, The
‘lasouri pPacific, jost railrouders and rail fans heve their fuvorite rail line or
lines and most are knowledgeable sbout them, Your editor's two favorites are the
COTTON EELT and the old WaBASH, You probably alresady knew that though,

since I was a long tiue employec of the Cotton Eelt cunnot but help pessing this along
which neturally made me feel good. A certain party (will call no names ) told me not



ko

)

iong uge that he thought toe wost colorful raiilroad operation in Little Hock and Horth
Little HRock was not the MOP or The Rock but the branch line operatlon of the CottonBelt
into North Little Rock, If yoa iixe kranch iine railrcsding it is colorful with the
daily turn coming in from Fine Bluff, the switcher in Nortk little ituck, the small but
colorful yurd and the well kept rosdbed taxing the branch Iine locel to the main 1line
down at Altheimer, Your editor hus seen the loeal getting out of dorth Little nock many
times with 75 to 80 cers in tow znd when the harvest scason 1s on a long train like this
is usually the rule insteed of the exception, The branch was even more colorful btack in
the steam days, lieny times now the road diesel on the local 1s lettered SCUTHERN PACIFIC.

Clerks of the &Y have joined the &W in & strike. While in Moberiy pickets of the
N&W were picketing the old Wabash passenpger siatlon where the [&W maintain offices
for the division superintendent, claim agent, roadmasters and dispatcher,

Al quoting follawing from Jemes A. Fiatline, Assistent to President of the Southern
Railway, "There have heen recurrent rumors that Southern will not operate Engine 610

in 1979 and, also, that the.e m&y not be any dteam operstions in 1979, These fantusies
aré unfeunded, Southern will continue its’stedm program in 1979, generally, on the szame
magniture as the 1978 achedule and it is our intention to operste Englne 610", Unguote.
This is good news indecd especialiy since the Mempuls trips with Ho. 4501 are so close

to us, It would be nice to see MNo. 610 on the lMemphis trips but understand this big girl
cannot be turned at Corinth, Miss, It weuld be nice to lengkthen the trip and use Mo, 610,

Gocd friend and member, Wayne Couch, is in MOP Huspital recovering from recent operaticon.
Understand ke cunnot huve any visitors at the present time, Best of luck to you wuyne
for & complete recovery,

The revision on our dates for our second antigques and srtifacts showing in the lobby
of the Worthen Bank & Trust Company in little [ock is now set for Jen, &, 1979 thru
Feb, 2nd, Set up dates are Jau. éth and 7th and the removal date is Feb. 3rd.

Now par«cd beneath the £th Street overpass in Litile Heck 1s ROCK ISLAND car HNu. 96212,
car tuilt by Pullman Standard as Diner Wo, 8014 and 1n 1954 retuilt into Eaggage lo. 862,
Disposal of car not knowns t present time., Understand car has broken frame.

We still have = couple of Mike Adams' articles to run in this newsletter and hopefully
can get another one in the November letter,

Did you know thut the M&MA and M&A public timetubles are now to the timetsble collectors
what the Cotton Beit Lone Star and MOF steasm and diesel dining car plates are to the
dining car china coilectors? Very, very rare and almost impossible to obtain, Cther
rare public timetatles and hard to obtain are KCS Fiying Crow Logo and L&k. Also rare
is KCS dining car menu as well as Cotton Eelt and Katy., Understand dealer Scott arden
out in Oregon put & Cotton Belt piate up for bid; he sold it for $700.00. Guys and
gals collecting railroad items 1s a fascinating hobby, nothing like it, Inflation
has also hit our hobby; items are going higher every year, HNo telling what 1979 will
bring,

Lt this writing Ex-Frez Walter Wslker aud Wife are imr Tulsa, Oklahomz where Walter
is sttending the meeting of the Southwest Shippers Advisory Board, Have a feeling
that Walter will return with some"Goodles", Hope so.

Cur Getober meeting will be held on #hm Sundasy the 8th s tarting at 2 PM et the MOP
Office Building in North Little Rock, THE FROGRAM WILL EE ANNCUNCED AT THE MEETING,.
Trust we will have a good attendance and please bring those visitors,. .

Regarding Rock Island Cer No, 96212 under Eth St, overpass--now understand this car
as well as Ex Dierks Forests loco in City Park at Eenton are for sale and there is a
possibility our club will make a bid on both. More on thig at the October meeting,

FLASH; Account strike conditions in the St. Louls terminal, Amtrak's Inter-american
is scheduled to operate only between Little Rock and Laredo., Ey the time you recekve
this newsletter however it may be over and the train returned to normal operations,
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AN ARKANCAS RAILKCAD DEFEATS A HAESIDENT
(Final Instaliment) )
By CiiftonkE, Hull
About the seme time the Atlantic & Pucific and the M-K#T raillroads bought $i50,000 in
LR&FS bonds, 211 at more than the market value, During the investigation it was ascer-
tained Baline had turned in §48,000 ir land bonds at the time of the feorganization of
the LR&FS when Elisha Atzins took control, Also, ¥aine bought $?8,000 in land bonds
from his friends in Maine, He had already gotten $55,000 in bonds from Fisher,miking &
total of §83,000 in LR&FS iand bonds, The Union Pacific hed purchased $75,000,leaving
a total of $2,000, Mr, Milligsn had given Elaine $4C.200 in land bonds in September,
1872, This added up to $48,000 in land bonds in-Sopt. 1872, Biaine turned in at the
time of reorganization, thus the investigators proved Elaine was buying and selling
L5&FS land bonds in considerabie quantlties and he was recelving much more than market
value for them. All this led to a pubiic charge that Riaine was using the favors of
hie politicel office to induce the three railroads to give him an inflated price for
tre land bonds so that he cowid redeem these, plus the mortgage bonds he sold to the
fellows in Maine, All these political shenanigans were used so he coulé prevent the
folks in Maine learning he had tried to hornswegele them in the original deal, During
the investigation Flaine made several attempts to have letters and teleprams sent by
various persons denying the bond deals with the three railroesds, but they were refuted,

while the committee of the House of hepresentatives was holding the investigation,
Mulligan was on the witness stand when he mentioned he had in his possession all the
letters written by Blaine to Fisher, This had an immediate effect upon BElaine, He

came up to Whisper something to the Hepuhllican member of the committee, a Mr, Lawrence,
who rose and asked the committee be adjourned because he had suddenly become very sick.
Elaine made every effort to suppress the Mulligen letters, but they were read before the
committee, The damaging results followed. During an adjournment of the committee Elaine
sank down upon the front steps of a church on Sunday, June 11, 1876, He sald he was
afraid be had a sun stroke, Theppublican nominating committee wes meeting in Cincinnatl
and Elaine had the governor of Maine sutwit Elaine's resignation as & member of the House
of Representatives, On the same day, July 9, Governor Selden Connor of Maine gave the
Hon, James G. Elaine an appointment te the U, S, Congress as a Senator from Maine,

As a senator he was beyond the jurisdiction of an investigating committee in the house,
therefore, the investigatinn was dropped,

Blaine lost the presidential nomination in 1876, The same results were seen in 1880
when the Mullige- Letters were revived. He was ahle to wir the nomination in 1884, but
reformers in the Republicun Party supported the Democratic nomingée, Grover Cleveland,
because of the letters. Blaine was defeated,

More than one hundred years ago an abbreviated railroad in baclwoods irkanses was the
principal subject in & federal investigation in Washington and the frustation of the
political amrbitions of a man seeking the highest office in the United States,
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ARKANSAS STATE FAIRs The BEig one, Royasl American Shows with thelr very colorful
trains, should reach Little Rouck sometime Sept. 27th, using the 28th to set up and
the falr atarting on the 29th to run about ten days. The usual route of the show
into here is via The Rock from Oklahoma City, The Rock again fram Little Rock to -
Memphis thence ICG to Jackson, Mississippil, the next show point after leaving Little
Rock. .m sure some of you will want to catch the two colorful trains while here.

Adios for now, hope tc see sll of you at the October meeting.
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SILENCIG --- EN EENEFICIU DE LOS QUE DESCANSAN
RO HA OLVIDADO UD, ALBO DE SU EQUIRAJE 7

The above is sign hanging in Pullman sleepers in Mexico



