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October Program r We should have another interesting one. TMCTION wil t
" " be the theme oft/ is one:arid:rwi l I  bi  presented joint ly by Boyd PyIe, Bud

Garrison and Fred Fillers. One particular part of the _program will be on
theold l i t t le Rock streetcar systen. Am sure nany of lhe oldt imers in
our club willrenernber this systen. The date is Sunday the 14th starting
at 2 PM at the Missouri Pacif ic bui lding in North Lit t le Robk. Trust e
can have a good attendance and bring those visitors.

Thought you might be intereste_d in that your editor recently had an
appoinfinent announcementfromtle University 0f Texas at Austin to the
effect that our good asoociate rnenber, Dr. James R. Fair,  formerly of
St. Iouis, OiI l  f i l l  [he Virginia and Ernest Cockrel l  Jr.  Chair of the
College of Engineering, Departnent of Chemical Engineering, effsct ive
Sep$. lst.  Jim, as you know, is the author of that best sel ler, "The
North Arkansas l ine". Congratulat ions Jin.

Thanks to Walter Walker, am typing thisndwsletter on hls electr ic
portable. I  am total ly unused to an electr ic but this one ls very
nice. My otd portable "n111" (rai lroad slang for typewriter) is 6n
the bum and badly needs an overhaul. You will lio doubt discover nany
errors in the letter; forgive mebut I  need to get used to this electr ic.

RAILROAD SHOW - HOLIDAY INN - JACKSON, TENN.
SATURDAY, OCT. 20 - 10 AM--4 PM.

The aboveg,how,wil l  be presented by the GuIf,  Mobile & ohio Historical
Society, Ine. Admission to the shew is free and there wil l  be nany tables
o f  ra i i road 'good ies"  fo r  sa1e.  ^

HICKS FLEA MARKET - MEMPHIS, TENN.
SATURDAY, OCT. 20 AND SUNDAY, 00r. 21

The abovew,flI be another big one. this particularf/ea narket
three buildings at the Fair Grounds. in fllemphis. Sorne railroad
for sale al-most, lguaranteed.

Can't think of a better way to spend a weekend than to t&kb in
the above. Can gou??

occup ies
"gbod ies  "

bo th  o f
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ON TI{E BLII{DS OF THE OIJD ryR-- By M.L.Mainer
(as  to ld  to  Char les  D.  Du l in )

1
When I was a rbo in the 2Os or so
I  t rave led  a  lo t  on  the  t ra ins ;
On fast and slow frelghts I  covered the atates
on btanch l ines and r l-p-roaring rnains.
Irm dreaming today of those long r ights of way
That cal1ed the old rbo from afar,
But Dost1y I feel those r ibbons of steel
From the blinds of the old LONE STAR.

How often Irve fel t .  on the old Cotton Belt .
Ine Joys oI  rne gooo oro oays

When I  hoboed the trai ls of  the bal last  and rai ls
And  v i s i t ed  te leg raph  bays :
I  te l l  you some how I  sense i t  a1l  nowt
The speed and the zj-p of the breeze
ltrat  f lut tered my pants l ike a Mexican dance '

And whined l ike a bucket of  bees

3
But now you canrt  know, however you go,
The  th r i l l s  I rm  re l i v i ng  i n  rhy rne ;
Back thete yet so near to the STARTS engineer
Wtro ran a t ight schedule on t ime.
In MY t i rue, of  course, steam, hoboes and Morse
We le  as  con rmon  as  rad ios  a re ,
So  i t ' s  ha rd  to  po r t ray  how i t  was  i n  ny  day
On tt'e -blinds of the otd LOINE STAR.

4
Now,  boys ,  when  I rm  gone  and  my  sp i r i t  l i ves  on
f  t h ink  tha t  you ' re  go ing  to  f i nd
That the I-ONE SIAR is back-- that shers there on the track
And  tha t  I tm  aga in  on  the  b l i nd .
And then I  just  know that her whist le wi l l  b low
When steam rushes into her veins
And that she wi l l  race to that beaut i fu l  p lace
Where  tbos  can  aga in  r i de  the  t ra ins .

I  consider i t  a pr iv i leged honor to be credi ted with the wri t ing
of th is poen by the Author-Poet and fx iend Mr. Charled D. Dul in
who conposed i t  f roro metDory of  hobo stor ies told him by M.Mainer
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Amtrak Woes: An anonymous Amtrak,,employee (union member) cort t r ibuted th.e fol  lowing to
Rai I  Travel  News:

The  Emp i re  Bu i l de r  h ras  de layed  by  a  f re igh t  t ra in .  He ;e rsked  a  t ra inmar ;  "Do  you
th ink  someone  w i l l  be  chewed  ou t  f o r  i h i s? "  i he  rep l y :  "Nah ,  nobody  ca res  abo i r t  t h i s
anymore . "  I  am an  Amt rak  emp loyee  and  I  w i tness  da i l y  t he  t i ' u th  tha t  t he  t ra inm.an  sa id :
nobody  ca res .  Cer ta in l y  t he re  a re  peop le  a t  Amt rak  who  ca re  .abou t  how the  t ra ins  .oPer -
a te ,  bu t  t hey  a re  a  m ino r i t y .  I  c i t e  t he  f o l l ow ing  examp les :
l )  The  o lde r  on -boa rd  se rv i ce  emp loyees  i n  Ch icago  cons  i de r  A ,n t rak  a  j oke .  They  heve
seen  good-  t ra ins  such  as  the  Emp i re  Bu iJde r  and  Super  Ch ie f  re r l uced  to  ro l l i ng  j unk -
ya rds .
2 )  T ra in  #6  i s  he ld  J0  m inu tes  a t  Granger ,  l l yom ing .  Tbe  conduc ; to r  ca l l s  t he  d i  spa tche r
who  rep l  i es :  "0h ,  so r r y .  I  f o rgo t  abou i  you . i '  (Need less  to  sa ) , ,  t he  d i sPa tche r  p robab ly

- - uase! t f i-red,-or repr lsranded. )
3 )  T ra i n  #41  i s  he ld  50  m inu tes  a t  Ha r r i sbu rg  awa i t i ng  d i ese l  p rower .  l t  seems  tha t
the  Conra l l  eng inehouse ,  wh ich  had  32  hou rs  to  se rv i ce  the  eng in  es ,  cou ld  no t  ha ! ' e  t he r r
ready on t  ime.
4 )  Amt rak  p romised  be t te r  ca r  ma in tenance  when  they  con t ro l  l ed  the  ya rds .  I n  f ac t ,  t he '
oppos l te  i s  t rue .  t y ' hen  Amt rak  took  con t ro l  o f  2 l s t  S t ree t  i n  C  h r ' cago  and  8 th  S t l : ee t
i n  Los  Ange lbs  f rom the  San ta  Fe ,  runn ing  ma in tenance  a l l  bu t  c  o l  l apsed .  T ra ins  l - 2 '
3 -4 ,  and  15 -16  have  neve r  l ooked  so  bad .
! )  On  any  g i ven  morn ing  a t  6  a ,m,  you  can  s t ro l l  i n to  Sunnys ide  Yards  i n  New Yor l k  and
f i nd  a t  l eas t  ha l f  o f  t he  t h l r d  sh i f t  ma in tenance  wo rke rs  s l eep  i ng .
6 )  I n  oak land  an  SP ma in tenance  worke r  pa in t s  t ruck  f , rames  and ,ca r  u r i de r ,bod ies  a  sh iny
b lack ,  bu t  t he  l ounge  ca r  on  #6  depar t s  w i th  no  rna te r ,  no  gener i r t r ) r  sha f t  t o  p ro ! ' i de
I  i gh t i n9 ,  and  opaque  Lexan  w indows .

I  a rn  say ing  qu i t e  s imp l y  t ha t  i f  Amt rak  we re  run  l i ke  a  bus : i r
t as  the  ob jec t l ve ,  a t  l eas t  50 t  o f  Amt rak rs  managemen t  and  un ion  e' f  

l red for-  poff i - roduct iv i ty and gross incompetence. Amtrak can no
such  excuses  as  t t o ld  equ ipmen t r r ,  r rno  pa r t s r r ,  r run t ra ined  l abo r r r ,  e t
Amf lee t  ca rs  a r ,  no t  p rope r l y  ma in ta ined .  l 8M o r  GM wou ld  have  f i
unemp loyab les  i nd  wou ld  have  found  peop le  who  cou ld  do  the  j ob . (from The 470)

r e s  s  i n  w h i c h  P r o f i t
rmp I  oyees would be

l o n g e r  f a l  I  b a c k  o n

c.  Even the new
r e d  t h  i s  b u n c h  o f

--/

You may or nay not Acree with the above. We offer no connent.

THE TRAINMASTER - PACIFIC NORT}IIIEST -CHAPTER..; PORUAND' OREGON
They advise it is their understanding that Ringling lrothers'Bl rnum
and Bailey Circus' in addit ion to their Red and Blue Unit t l lABs now
have added a third circlt6 train to their fleetr known as the IGoID UNIT.

Before you receive this newsletter '  the Arkansas Assoclat lon 0f Railroad
Passengers, in conaection with HoGTRAfN, wil l  have operated another Univ.
0f Ark. footbal l  special with Amtrak, to the Ark-TcU game at Ft. Worth,
Texas on October 5th. $115 per?erson (Dbl.occup). Extra cals w i l l  be
added to the Inter-Anerican on Friday nite October 5th. Sounds mighty
n ice l  jus t  w ish  we cou ld  go  on  th is  one.

As of this writ ing the Rock fsland is st iU on [tr ike. Sone trains
have been operated by supervisory personnelt horeuer here in Arkansas
such trains have been few and far between. We would not want to cornment
on what will be. done with "The Rock"t apparently from newspaper:{' TV and
radio reports, i t  wi l l  be sold in segments to other rai lroads: Very sad
on what wa6 once a very fine railroad.
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ARKANSAS STATE FAIR MINUS ROYAI AI/IERICANT For the first time since
the early forties, Royal American Shows will4lt be at the Arkansas
State Fair at Lit tr1e Rock, which opened on Sep$enber 28th. Your editor
always got a kick out of watching the two long colorful lrains of this
show ro11 into Little RUck for the fair. Understand the midway at the
fair is a ppor substitute for Royal Anerican. The big show may be the
Iast rail carnival on the roadt qalthough we have heard of another one
with the narne of "World 0f Mirth" of sonething like that. lhis howeuee
camot be confinredi f f  you have addit ional infomation let ne know.

Jim Bennett reports he spotted a Sperry Rail  car working Cotton Belt
nain line a week or two ago. Jim rnanaged to snap a few photos of the
car which should make interesting photos . They were taken at Stuttgart.

on September 9th, the date of our September neeting' Naoni a nd GenE
11u11 were taking off for another tr ip to our westernmost regions, inclu-
ding Colooado, New Mexico and perhaps Oregon and Washington, exploring
abardoned namow gauge rail roadbeds. We expect an interesting report
from this fine couple on their retum and perhaps sone good slides??

Thanks to frou menbers$lo have sent m'
to mail-  the newaletter. This cert a:
which is a big expense these days.
sent themt let them come to me when ;
(The long l ines you see in the newsletter is not the fault  of this
typewriter but of your editor. )  I  cannot get us ed to this electr ic.
My railroad enployers never furnished me with an electric and I used
a manual ,  nostly Underwoods, for nearly forty years.

Want to take this opportunity to lnant nany of /you for cards. etc.,
on the recent i l lness of my Wife, Lsl la Mae. She is,,ndonefrour the
hospital and /eems to be oir the road to recovery. Thanks again.

Hope f,o see alL of you at the October meeting.

Ihe Arkansas Railroad Club is a non-profi t  organization.
Regular meetingsheld on se€ond Sundayrof ekch nonth with
exception of July and December. Visri tors always welcome
and refreshrnents usually avai lable. Send al l  i rews i tens
and, exchange newsletters to Editor at 5oO? Hawthorne Road,
l i t tr le Rock, Ar.k. ?22O?.
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