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Sunday, September U, J-975 at 2:0O p.m. The neeting which rvifl be a suap
session will be held at the !qt" SOIRT riCtFIC'bfficc nrril_rtinr. I0OO ,r. 4th.St.
]lorth 'Littlc rloclir. .Ark.

FIRST lruSEllM SHOIIING: Thanks to Paul- lloon and tr-is cor'rdttee, the first
annual nuseur:r showing was a great succees. In excess of J00 people went
through the er.Jrlbit s during the aftemoon. Coverage r,lis provided by a1I thr€e
television chanels. Di splays of :3ui1ders Plates, fnsulators, La''1ept",
and rriscellaneirus ertifacts of. our railroad heritage were di splayed. llaor|i
HuIl and her sales corulittee had a concession area wnere jeuelry and other
souvenier j-tens we re available. A very successful show that vri1-l give us
a goal to equal for the nert one.

AIf^ruAL PICNIC: The arurual pl"cnic was hel-d on the property of the Scott
and Bearskln Lake Eailway on Jul-y 13th. David Nixon and his coffdttee did
a conne'rdable job of arrainging things this year and the gathering was
attended by around lO people. This was one of the better picnics inasrruch
as thbles are now available for lunche s and the tracks have been exLended
about another haLf mile into the woods rnali-ng for a more intersLing ride.
Plans are stil1 in the nnking for turnin! the engine at ihe end of the
trip but this has not yet been acconplished. Perhaps by ne:t year.

.AlTR-AflIGi Reliable soulces renort that ldalvem, Arkansas wifl be added
Eis-E-ffifor the IIJIEtuT}IERICAN effective Seotenber 15th if cerbain facilities
are provided by then. Ttri s wilf give Arkansas one nore stop for her train
and ridership is holding up very rrelJ-.

Reports have it that l.Iissouri Pacific GP-9 # 325 wj-I]-
Bi-centennial colors and be r€nunbered 1776.

The Cotton Belt/SP Bi-centennial engine
soent a short tile at Pine B1uff before
on the SP at this vrriting. Possibly it
within the year.

passed through ttri s territory and
going to the lde st Coast. It renains
wiLL return to t ris area soneti-re

CIITTII'II JIrtL EIIGIIES :
be repainted in the



TEXAS DATE NAIL ASSN.. On August 9 &. I0r The Texas Da.te .Naif
f f i  a I ' l i ldiat & Hobby show at the Velda
Rose Towers  in  Hot  Spr ings .  John H.  Long was Cha i rman and
Char l - ie  Ost  was  Ass t .  Cha i rman.  Both  are  f rom Hot  Spr ings .

Severa l  members  o f  our  oggan i  za t  ionwe re  in  a t tendance and fd rund
i t  to  be  a  very  in te res t ing  show.  A i  w ide  ar ray-o f  da te .  na i l
co l lec t ions  we ie  d isp laved-and  t rad ing  and  se l l i ng  was  b r i sk .
Other  i tems such as  iocks  and lan terns  were  aLso in  ev idence
both  on  d isp lay  and fo r  sa le .  A  999d c rowd was in  ev idence
and hopefu l l y  i , t r i s  o rgan iza t ion  w i l l  choose to  meet  in
Arkansas  aga in  ih  the  fu tu re .

FROM THE PRES]DENTIS DESK

Yesr  rH is to ry  does  repeat  i t se l f .  lYh i le  v iewing  our  recent  show
in  June,  l  cou ld  no t  he lp  bu t  marve l  a t  the  accompl ishments  o f
another  e ra  o f  the  recent  pas t  where in  oua l i t v  ra i l  serv ice
was proc ided fo r  bo th  f re i -gh t  and passengers  w i th  bas ic ly
s imp le  tooLs .  lnJhat  i s  the  d i f fe rence be twaon then and now?
I  th ink  the  answer  was pe . rsona. l -  serv ice .  A  commi tment  bv
ind iv idua ls .  Today wemi - rs t  use  computers  and au tomatbn o i  a l l
t ypes ,  ye t  serv ice  shou ld  be  fo rembst  i f  we are  to  ever
bal ancc the books

Your  p res ident  has  t rave lcd  some 4r000 mi les  by  ra i l -  s ince  June
anc i  canrepor t  tha t  h is to ry  i s  indeed repeat ing  i t se l f ,  tha t
serv ice  is  fo romost  in  the  indus t ry  mind  whether  i t  be  MoPac,
Santa  Fe,  Amtrak  or  Penn Cent raL .  V ,Je  ara  re tu rn ing  to  the
s tandards  o f  yes teryear  th rough upgrad ing  o f  t rackwork ,  new
equ ipment ,  abandonbent  o f  excess  t rackage  and  s t ruc tu res ,  and
employees  whoe care .  A  Frc igh t  ox  Passenger  t ra in  can aga in
run  f rom St .  Lous i  to  Co lumbus,  Oh io  a t  near  speeds o f  yes teryear
and de l i ver  the  goods f rom thc  lVes t  to  the  Eas t .

Amtrak  w i l l  seon reduce runn inq  { ,me to  Laredo and connect
w i th  thc  AZTEC EAGLE to  Mex ico  C i ty  thus  a l low ing  serv ice  to
once  agd in  be  so ld  th rub the  t raveL  agenc ics .  A  second  Passangex
t ra in  to  Canada I  Your  p res ident  recent lv  s tood in  the  a is le
f rom l iash ing ton ,  D.e .  tb  Ba l t imore  becau io  the  demand fo r  servbe
was  so  g rea t .  Yes ,  Maxoco  to  the  US serv ice  w i l l  aga in  f l ou r i sh
when thexe is  serv ice .  Goods de f ivered  f rom the  sound Un io f i
Pac i f i c  o r  i \4oPa c  to  the  Eas t  axe  no t  cons idered qua l i t v  serv ice
by  the  sh ipper  i f  say  Penn Cent ra l  i s  no t  capab le .  Hg i in ,  to ta l
se rv ice  i s  tho  key .

I  th ink  tha t  in  t ime we w i l l  see  t rackwork  ( t " l i th  taxes  on
t rackv ' ro rk )  a  federa lp rogram in  l ina  w i th  h ighways ,  a i rpor ts ,
o tc .  Th is  i s  the  d i rec t ion  ra i l se rv icc  i s  head ing .so  tha t
serv ice  can aga in  be  accompl ishrd  where  serv ice  is  so  bad ly
neaded .
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Yes,  H is to ry  does  repeat  i t se l f  and you,  te  ra i l  h is to r ian ,  have
an ac t ive  roLe in  the  fu tu re  in improv ing  the  qua l i t y  o f  serv ice
whether  i t  be  bue iness  or  p feasute .  The o ld  ra iL roads  knew tha t
bo th  bus iness  and p leasure '  t ype  serv ice  were  one.  How we
admin is te r  i t  in  the  fu tu re  i s  open to  a l l  fo rms and ideas ,
howevet ,  to  the  pub l ic ,  qua l i t y  ra i l  serv ice  is  one.

Tom Shook

THE COTTON BELT LONE STAR
BY

BILL MERCK

Back in  the  days  o f  name passengcr  t ra ins ,  one o f  the  be t te r
known t ra ins  in  the  southwest  was the  Cot ton  B le t rs  LONE
STAR L IMITED.  Readers  may be  in te res ted  in  a  fewfac ts  about
th is  t ra in  and the  au thor  ga thered h is  in fo rmat ion  f rom persona l
exper ience in  r id ing  bhe t ra in  many t imes and f rom pub l ic
t imetab l -es  in  my possess ion ,  the  o ldes t  da ted  in  the  year  1920.
In this year, the name LoNE STAR had not yet been used on
Cot ton  Be l t  passenger  t ra ins .  The I ine  opera ted  many passenger
t ra ins  in  th is  year  and i t  i s  in te res t ing  to  no te  tha t  b ranch
l ines  were  opera ted  ic i th  severa l  gas-e lec t r i c  motor  t ra ins .
The Nor th  L i t t le  Rock  Branch ooera ted  t ra ins  431-432 and
437-438;  however  these t ra ins  i vere  s team opera ted  and camied
in  add i t ion  to  the  usua l  head end t ra f f i c .  cha i r  cars  and
coaches .

The inauguration date of the LONE STAR is not knoln to the
author  bu t  in  pub l i c  t imeta l les  fo r  theayears1929 onward ,  the
t ra in  f rom Memphis  to  Da l las ,  F t .  Wor th ,  Shrevepor t ,  e tc  was
knownas the  IONE STAR.  EQuipment  cons is ted  o f  heaby-we igh t
PULLI r I .ANS,  Cha i r  cars ,  Coaches,  D in ing  Cars  and Observa t ion-
Cafe-Lounge cars .  In  the  la te  th i r t ies  the  Cot ton  Be l t
purchased some new a i r  cond i t ioned l igh twe igh t  cha i r  cars .
These cars  had beaut i fu l  in te r io rs  and were  equ ipped so  tha t
t ray  mea l  serv ice  cou ld  be  ob ta ined by  the  passenger  a t  h is
sea t .

D in ing  and Cafe  Car  serg ice  on  the  Cot ton  Bef t  was  known fa r
and w ide  fo r  i t s  gxce l len t  food and serv ice .  As  an  example
o f  the  mea ls  served in  d in ing  cars  a t  s ta ted  per iods ;  Break fas t
cons is t ing  o f  eggs ,  bacon ,  toas t  w i th  je l l y  and  e i the r  co f fee
or  miLk  cou ld  be  ob ta ined fo r  a  cos t  o f  35S.  Luncheons were
pr iced  a t  400 and D inner  a t  50$.  In  these t imes o f  economic
recess ion  and  in f la t ion ,  these  p r i ces  seem a lmos t  unbe l ieveab le ;
never the l -ess  i t  was  t rue .



Cotton BeIt IONE STAR i6 been gone for many years,
STAR is now used by AMTRAK on i ts trains number l-5

Ch icago and Houston  and Houston  to  Ch ichgo.

\
ARKANSAS RAILROaDER. SEPTEMBER. 1975

At  Memphis  the  Cot ton  Bef t  used the  Un ion  Sta t ion  a long
with trains of the Southern, NC&SIL, L&N, & MoPac. Thc LONE
STAR a lways  camied a  br igh t ly  i l l umina ted  ta i l  s ign  read ing
COTTON BELT LONE 6TAR, It  was always a great del ight to
go ou ton  the  s ta t ion  concourse  a t  n igh t  and see the  LONE STAR
and name t ra ins  o f  thc  o ther  roads  ready  fo r  depar tu re .  The
Union Station was torn dowa some t imb ago to make room for
a  new bu i ld ing .

A l thou lh  the
the name LONE
I  L6  be tween

The Cotton Belt LONE STAR was a f ine train in every respect and
not  on ly  had good equ ipment ,  good mea ls  and good serv ic i  bu t
opera ted  ona super -smooth  roadbed second to  none.

As  a  t r ibu te  to  a  f , ine  t ra in  le t  me c lose  by  s imp ly  say ing ,
I 'FareweJ.l- LONE STAR, your l ight wi l l  always remain bright
in  my memory ' r . /

.*Je.r(J$e*xx t(tHr

TBAINS AND TRA\EL, Patr ick C. Dorin,
Super io r  Pub l ish ing  Co.  $14.95 .

In  h is  s ix th  p ic tu re-h is to ry  on  re i l road ing ,  Pat r i ck  C.  Dor in
e l -eva tes  coach serv ice  to  i t s  p roper  p la  ce  in  ra i l , road iana as
he traces i ts hitory from thc De1,'JITT CLINTON to the METBOLINERS
and TURBOLINERS of 1975.

Photographs  abound as  the  chaptersmove f rom the  deve lopment
o f  coach t rave l  th roughthe  the  "DoodLebug"  e ra  in to  some
of  the  ' rNamerr  coach t ra ins .  Comuters ,  Mi l t  T ra ins  and kcxpresses ,
A| ' ITMK and sUTO-TBHIN are covered.

Of  par t i c i l r la r  in te res t  i s  the  coverage o f  Missour  Pac i f i c rs
DELTA EAGLEaon pages 94 thru 96. The lCrs CITY OF NEt{ ORLEANS,
NC&StLrs  CITY OF MEMPHIS,  Santa  Fers  EL CAPITAN,  SPrs
STARLIGHT,  theyre  a l l  there .  Therers  even a  chapter  on  fan
* r i n c

1.4r .  Dor in  does  h f rs  usua l  exceJ . Ien t  job  o f  wr i t ing  on  a  sub jec t
tha t  he  obv ious ly  1oves .
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