
Arkansas

Volune 12 i iumber ( Septernber 1 gB1 )

f  NJ.\r  EJITOR (Temporary) -  Unt i l  Ken Combs takes over as edi tor in
o c65eFl-G Ziegenbei i r  wiLl  be the inter im edi tor.  Mv addross is 905
VaLerie Dr, North Lit tLe RoclK 72118; phone 758-1 31+0. Anyone having in-

SdPT-HBEi PROGR-qII  (Yes, there wiLl-  be a program thi  s montn) -  Gene
ETfTiTf ffi-a ;rogram on NeFZ6aland itaifroaas. This should be
quii e int ere s t ing and c o1 orfirTaffiiFaFElTffie s int e'-"e st ing
sir ,ows.

l . i ee t i ng  w i f l  be  a t  t he  usua l  p lace  ( the  I ' , l i s sou r i  Pac i f i c  bu i l d ing
i .n I ' ior th Li t t l -e i lock) at  2prn Sunday, Septernber '  11. Attenciance has
been except i :nal ly good r ' ,e centty.  Lots keep i . t  up (and hopeful ly
fron now on there t l -1 be a program each month).
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Ziegenbe in  Ed i to r
Valerie Dr.

L i t t l e  Rock ,  AR 721  1B

forrnat i  n they r ' rant i .n the Arkensas RaiLroader please dontt  hesi tate to
c a I 1 o r r.rr i t e. Arry ra i I r o a a-ii'frcTna-tTffi-Ti-fiEer e s t ing .

I  i ; o  l - i  l i l r eTso  fo r  you  to  1e t  me  know you r  pa r t i cu la r  a rea  o f  i n te res t
i n  r a i . 1 r ' oods  ( t  l : r e t . - b l es ,  ch ina  co l l ec t i ons ,  pho tos ,  excu rs i r ns ,  e t c )  sd  f
could r- .ut  t l lat  in a future newslet ter.  f  t rn sure others r+ouf d L ike to kncrv
what you l i l re.  I ' iho knor+s, whole new fr iendshics couf d re suf t  !

*
4j o?To-t$rEffiA Ten  s ta tes  a re  reDresen ted  w i th  M inneso ta  the

UP)ATi 0N OCTOBE:I Si i  OlJ -  Bi l l  Bai ley told nre t lut  as of  late August,
____, .:__ ._i?

o f  60  tab l -es  were  so ld .  Ten  s ta tes  r . re  rep resen ted  w i th  M inneso ta  th
fartherest one ar^ray so far.
- Just a reni:rder, the slow wil- l  be heLd on October 1O (a Saturday) fron
8: lOam to 3 :3opm at ttre National Guard ArrnorTTi-I-n NortE-Littte Rock: .4d-
miss ion  is  $1  oer  Derson,  r :nder  12 IYee.  Th is  Ar rnory  i s  loca ted  near  the
inte rchange of JFK-Main Stree r.vi  th I-[0 near Bonanza Steak House and the
Weingarten Shopping Cente r.
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* p.qCf FRil . i  ElJ EDIIOR: ' ,r let an1,6ns! Cherra':un j i  India has t]rc record for
tne-6-r Ia-'^figr-e a-t6Tffinua I rainfall, getting irol.L? i!c"es fron August 1860
to July '1 U61 . The s4me olace got 36,9. inches ln Juty 1861 alone!



* A*tO.,*  NIJ,{S -  Good News !  The "Inter-Amenicanrt  }ras been saved !  (at  least
p anET-affi ) -G s t e ad o f hav ing the -dE:fda!o1G?iG tffin-ffi ou-6-ii-through
Okla1.orna via a cutof f  f : 'om the t tSouthwest Limited'r  as Lrad been proposed,
i t  w i l l  con t i nue  coming  th rough  A rkansas .  Bu t . . .  ( now fo r  t he  bad  news) . . .
beg inn ine  Oc tobe r  1s t ,  t he  da i l y  se rv i ce  on  the  ' r l n te r -Amer i can r r  w i l l  be
cut to I  b ines a wqeE. A1so, t } te San Antonio-Laredo and the Temple-
, sFcn-i ffiiTr-Eil( end ing service to Brenham, Texas, my home town -
hav i rg  been  se rved  by  San ta  Fe ls  passengen  t ra ins ,  i . e .  ' rTexas  Ch ie f  r r ,  and
Antrakt s rr lone Starrr  and rr lnte r-Amen ican " for over J0 years ) .

Thanks shoufd be oxoressed to ou:r  Arkaisas Senators and Conglessrnen for
keep ing the trai.n on ( after they fou,nd .drt how many Arkansans wante d it
kep t ) .  They  showed  they  a re  a t  l eas t  s t ronger  than  Ok lahomars  Ropresen ta -
t i ves  !

After October 1 (or possibly af ter '  October 2l+ I . rh en the new t j retabLes
come out)  ihe " Inte r-Arner icantr  wi l l  have thru -  cars (both a coach and
a slecrer)  to Los Angeles connect inq with the "Sr:nset Limitedrr  at  San
Antonio.  As i t  now stands, the sout l rbound train wi l - l  serve Li t t le Rock
on Monday-l'Iedne sday-trbiday at the seme t jme as now (5:454n) and the north-
bound wil-l come through the night of Sunday-Tue sday and Thwsday about l arn
(actual1y l.londay-',Jednesday-Fbiday mornings, whi ch wilI be confusirrg to
overyone , .

l l re t  ime est imated to t ransfer t l re 2 ' r  Inte r=Americ anrr  cars from the
Missouri  Paci f ic s iding in San Antonio to the Southern Paci f ic stat ion
to connect wi th the ' rSunsetrr  is 50 ninut6s, so as i t  stands now, therer l l
be about a I hor:r wait aboand the train between 11pm and ]am bofone going
westward toward Los Angeles. About a I  hour wait  in Sal  Antonio is expected
on the return tri.p (between about 6arn and 9arn).

The new consist wi l l  be a Baggag€ -Coach, 2 Coac\es, e Snack Coach, a
Diner and a Sleeper (a11 Supenliner equiprnent). There r s also been a
Sup ef_Iine;q gigfrtseelrg T,ounge spotted on the "Tnte r-Aner ic ontr recently on
soveraf occasions ! ( l lhese a?e s imiLer to the ful l  lengtJr dome cars usod by
t he  San ta  Fe  and  o the rs ) .

Tentat ive plans ar€ to have 2 Jobs at the Lj . t t l -e Roc]< Train Stat ion
insEe:-frll-Th;-A-if?r,ent I with the-E!g!p new hours being B:l0am - 5:3Oprn
Monday through Fl.i day and 11pm-7an Sunday through Thursday.

Final ly, some optimi$n on the passenger train outlook in this country
in general.  Congres- has indicated ttrat i t  wants Amtrak to stress long
dislance routes from now on and not 1et the Northoast Corri&?-ptlTT trte
attfiTG'n;-ffitr-ak complied W cuttir€i severlrl Northeast Corridor tr2ins
noxt year whi- le only cutt ing a fow long distance ones (The ' tPacif lc
fnte rna t i -onalrr between Seatt le and Vancouver, B. C is one and ttre rrShenandoahrl
bo t rveen l lash ing ton ,  D.C.  and C inc innat i  Ls  another ) .

A1so, Amtrak has been forgiven somo interest payment.s and prooerty taxes
it  owe s, making i ts 1982 budge t even more than the $735 mil l ion indi cated.
(By the way, the Amtrak f lrnd ing is for 2 y€ars, although Congress wiIL
rev lew i t  a f te r  one year ) .

Amtrak president Boyd has recdntl-y said that an;r further cuts l-n funding
wil l  be dealt with through economy moves and ttrere is no intention $
Amtrak to cut artv mor€ routes in the forseeable futrre !
Tffi6t<-sTo-lr-.-eTtffi rTdFif ToFmffi ZTiiifr 
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I  There is st i l l -  en excursion planned with the Memlhi  s c lub up to
ir-rreka Sorings. Dcact-&:EeA-aEeiTFTe-en-ffi Tfr5lT-fid66r-11f, however)' but
probab-y-  som6t i res  in  October .  Th is  w i l l  en taFsome sor t  o f  carpoo l  o r
bus r ide together with them up tJrere. Should know more try next newsletter.
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I  f f i i ; , r  . , l . , ' I 'U : i  L . .G  IN  iRK l i : 3AS -  The  Kansas  C i t y  Sou the rn  i s  spo r t i ng  b rand
new o.] .eseIs tur-5us J on manv oI '  ] - ts l r?ar-ns. el l .  rn cne leml l- lar  vrnl te wrtr ts9-g@ds-lcF'-+os_l' o@or its ffi!',
FeT Ttffi?ing, This fine railroad Licked ui L new coal trains in the
Last 2 monthl, so business is boonfng- ffie-Kffi

These coal trains have I r-rnit  s leading plus 2 in tJ.e nriddle (averaging
11! cars each). Dua to the high terrain of eastern Oklahoma and hlestenn
Arkansas, the helpens are definatefy needed. A Burl ington NortLrern rmit
e i ther  leads  these t ra ins  o r  they  have a  BN caboose.

In  case youtd  l i ke  to  watch  KCS t ra ins  somet imes,  a  good o lace  woufd  be
at I ' r latts, Oklahorna. Crews are fr iendly there and yourd have lots of rai l-
road action. (Thanks to Bi l l  Bai ley for the ebove news ).

The } l issou:: i  Pacif ic is experiencing a seasonal 1u11 in activi t ,y with
only abouf-fiS-ErEffiday through North Little Rock (about half normal).
Some of this slack can be bL arned. on the total lv subsid-i  zed barBe industrv
which is taking away a lot of railroad bGffi5i.Effi;eE-bG'fiEsfiTT-
pick up again soon as harvests a?e gathered.

Mike Adarng said that even thoush business is ciown. not is up. Due to the_ - - r + ,
have been sto r€ d w- th no t many

Augu st .
Another interesting piece of information passod on to me by l4ike Adarns

is the fact th3t M0PACts o1d Sggg$ig, @ena arrd Lexa l ine is about to
ue open.- --This 

l ine became idle more or less in 1961 but has been kept up. Now
its been nebuil t  and shoulcl t :eopen sometimes this Fa11. I t  r :rrns from
Mcceheo to Lexa (a forrner busy terrninal ) !o Forrest City to Wyrune to

slackened busi.ness, many older diesel units
l-eased units seen anJrmor€ (except of course
runthroughs ). TLrere wers about 100 engines

Paragoul-d. Back in 1943 during tho Wan,
route between McGehee and W

o-1-Tg8T E'5

on L&N, Fr.i sco and Southenn
in the MOPAC shops in lato

agould. Back in 1943 during tho Wan, ?8 fneiebts a {ay traveled ttr i  s
.td between McGehee ana wynie. ( l{ows-tEEtff i i i  w-dTchingt).
According to the July 19Bl SOUITI FRN PACIFIq BUT.r. ETf N, the Soutlrern

racrJ.rc uomuany naa a grea! r sEaEffieEFGT fr6-me ror rn e-iE'iEE nrns
;fT98T wailS5'/.5 mi1llon, up frcrn $38.t ni.ffion in 'l 980. operatirg
r€venues totaled $1 ,63l+.1+ mil l ion, _up 

' l
operation had operatirs incone 2' l8% abo

up  19 f r  f rom 1980 .  S .P . rs  ra i f road
operation had opera!ine incore Z1 8% Lbove last
snalJ_ rate r_nc.ease ln .June. l. notrced L.Il trre

- . .1_- t_ .
i , rg incone 216/o above last year, helped in oart by a
jn June. I  noticed in the charts that every phase of

S.P . rE  to ta l  ope ra t i on  made  a  p ro f i t  excggq  t ruck ing  wh i  eh  cons i s ten t l y
] a o +  n n n a r r l  

-

----The-BTEt 
ETf i ' l  also mentionod Rice as a $2 bit t ion crop and that most of

the export r ice S.P. moves goes frorn Arkansas to Gulf oorts for such nlaces
as Saudi Arabia, South Afr ica, Iraq and Asia. In ?re f irst 5 months of
1981 ,  tney  moved 125.000 tons  o f  r i ce  on  tha t  rou te ,  a fmost  as  much as  in
ar] ofJ9BO-- 

-
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to _Geno Hu1l , the.DuT.ar,tgo to

from other ye ars.

rmdor new owner ship thi s
been 2 trains a day af l

fon both trains. That ts
sunrmer

upa

for

I i  t t le

There are heavier Kl6 class engines being used now since the trest les
have been strengthenod along the route.

One change thats taken place is the parking of the train in Si lverton.
Ib st i l l  pul ls into the to rm l ike always, but now instead of staying parked
there the whole t ime, i t  unloads the passengers tfre n puI1s out and backs
onto the wye and panks. i.Jhen its time to leave for Dur ango again, it pu1l s
out of the wye and backs into Si lverton to 1oad, then heads south.

Sadlv. th; cwlbr6s--FTo lt ec narrow Eause Detronase dropped off con-
si<ier abiy ciri s@Eiffis probabiy-dud to anoth6r Effie-E' Elanes
Tu-FTo-$Z5 now).



* pSUOfNc f i {  THrt  OZIRKS? - You say tJ:ere are no lon8er any rai l roads in the
Eur6Fffi:iils:gmFare a of noi.thwest Arkansas since the Missouni and
North hrkansas exi ted d.ecades ago? l l jqng, ain brake breath! There are now
2  (coun t  t em) ,  each  one  f i gh t i ng  fo r  i t s  own  tou r i s t s !

According to the Septernbor Bl  issue of Arkansas Times Magazine. a
disrute has arrisen over ownership of s om e--6--fE-rig.6tol!ffiT-. One line,
oumed by Reat Yorrnger,  runs out of .Beaver along Table Rock Lake heading
for ll-ure ka Springs; the other", or.rne d by Bob Dortch ( fornre r operater. of
the Scott  and Bearskin Lake RR at Scott ,  AR),  runs frcm lure ka Slr inqs
to a junct ion 2 mi les north of  to wn.

I t  seems t l - rat  both part i  es considei  t i rat  junct ion north of  r-we ka
Spr . :ngs  the i r  p ro re r t y  and  tha t t s  whe ie  the  hass le  l i - es .  A  cou r t  su i t
Lo  se t t l e  t i i e  i ssue  i s  1 i ke1y .

i" leanwhi le,  both are cont inuing laying Lrack, Dortch northward to the
junct ion frorn : l fureka Spnings (oossibly later on eastr^rard toward Berryvi l le)
and Yowtger southward from Beaver toward the junction to lll-k Iianch and
northrvard from Beaver toward Sel ignan Missouri .

So, @].f .  Countv has ? compet ing rai l  l ines.
r )d .  No te :  Hope fu l l y  a  so lu t i on  can  be  found  (a f te r  a l l ,  bo  th  p . r t i es  a re

c i v iL i zed  adu l t s ) .  O the rw ise ,  t he  ghos ts  o f  t roub l -es  pas t  on  thc  o ld
M&NA wi l l  r ise again nossibly forever k i l l ing the char ices of  a rai l -  come-
back  i n  t he  reg ion .  The  Do ten t i aL  o f  a  tou r i s t  l i ne  a long  the  o fd  M&NA
right-of-way from near Berr5rvi l lo to Eur ele '  Spr ings to north of  Beaven
is t remendous r+hethe r  under one ownership or not.  Lets get goi lg!
-:! -)! ii i'r ')i ':: '): -)i ;1 -)': ti -): .:: -:: .)i -): ii it ii ii -:: -)i -)i ii -:! -)'r -:: i3 -;: -:: -;:. -): ii -)l ti ii -:i -)l

f l . tr;sr oN sf, irJ oF ARTGNSAS - sAIITA FE Drsrosrrroli oF or,r);?ocit TSIAND
L T liTSTiI; :'rliRA n-ffi . ;-cFa@:E?ie 

Arkansas Gazet te  o f  August  28,  1981,  Governor  i , Ih i te
is reportedly " 1e aniEf,-ffia-Fdr6i-ffis i nq Arkansasis buying tlre Rock Island
t racl< bett^reen l4emphis and the OkLahoma border.  He said that loss of  rai l
se rv i ce  to  such  c i t i es  as  Boonev i l l e ,  Danv i . l 1e  and  O la  wou ld  bo  a  rea l
detr i :nent.

As you know, Oklrhoma and ' Iexas are al-so a-onlying for the $!O mi l l  ion
loan needed to buy 762 ni les of  t . l .e o1d Rock Is land between Arnar j . l1o and
Mern rrlr is .

The Santa Fe RR has aEreed to
a 4u year per rod. Governor wrr l - l ,e
for tho state to issue bonds to
costs.  The Santa Fe would repay
a  f  o n r r  n n n a : r
:: =3I- :i=i::rl.

operate the l" ine and repay 1}r .  o loan over-+-
said that they had wo r l<e d out a plan

f l  nance i ts sh. i re of  t , } .e rehabi l i tat ion
the bonds, so the state would not be out

Arkansas Rai l road CLub member an<i Director of  the State Tralsoortat ion
Commission, John Conbett ,  has been pushir€ hard to get the stete to
purchase this l - ine.
':r -X- ')i li 2".- -)t -)i i.r ')3 -:: -:3 -)t -)i -:i -;i -): -)i -:3 tl .)i -:i ti .;: ii -)i -:.' i! ii ';i- i! -)i -)i ':i' i3 ;i- -:i ')i ;i

f ,  Erclosed you wi l l  f i  nd the story l , i i | :e Adams wrote for the last  News-
lo t te r  ( ' rBy  T? - re i r  Na rne  You  Sha l l  Kn rcw  Themr r ) .  I t  has  been  reduced  in  s i ze
so  I  cou ld  f i t  a l l  o f  i t  on  1  p iece  o f  paper .  Th i s  was  accomp l i shed  by
typing his ' l  0 doubled spaced oages onto I . ' , t  regular s ized sheets taped
together.  fh is large rrsuoer s l leetrr  was then reduced 50% by t l t  e pr inter and
n: l  of f  .  (  I  dontt  f  ike the r^rords rrTo bo cont inuedrr unless i ts an old
Buck  Rogers  se r ies  !  ) .

rr rr i'; ')i i! i:' -:i -:: -:i -)i ;i ':,1 '),1 ii. ii ii ;: ':: '::- -:: ;: ')'r -:.1 -:: '): i: '):' '::- ;: -:i

I  tne Arkansas Rai l road Cl-ub is a non-pr"of i t  org;rnizat ion. Regular meet ings
are hold second Sr.r : rdav s of  each month. Vis i tors always welcome. Send al l
news iiems and exchange newsl-etter to EdT-or, K6 

-e 
ge-i6ffi] 905 valerie

Dr. ,  North Li t t le Rock, AR 72118. See you at September ry-et  i rE l
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This car, the MT. SIIERIDAN ran fon a nu:nbe r of years b€tweon MqnDhis and
ShreveDort in Cotton B€It trr ins No!. 1 and 2 rrTHE lr l lE STARrr.
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GEOFIiE BARTH PLAN firorn tJre Collection of Jim Bennett
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thought you rnight 11k6 to see a pictune end enclosed erticle fnom ttre
Eouston Cbrontclc regandlng S.P.rs new rrGlasshoppenrr car. I t  weighs 11rOOO
-. ._F_p-nnds lesd Efarr c onvsntlonal steel cans.
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A railroad hopper car made ol polyester rclnlorced wlth flber-
glass will be displayed from 8 a,m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday at the
Houston Amtrak passenger statlon at $,1 Waslilngton Ave. Ite
new car, called the Glasshopper, ls designed lor tu€l eftlciency,

corroslon reslstance and easler upkeep than the badldonal
steel car. The prototype ls based on a fi millton investment ln a
thrc€-vear development Involving ACF Industries, Cargill Inc.
anit Sourhern Paclllc Ttan8portafion Co.


