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Who would have dreamed that rcarly 30 years after this picture was taken, I would be Manager (District) in
charge of Wichita (Union Station) and all other active rail passenger stations in the state of Kansas for
Amtrak. The ?4r4J Rocket had long been discontinued (shown in this April 1948 shot), but service between
Chicago, Kansas City, Topeka, Wichita, Oklahoma City, Dallas, Fort Worth and Houston would still be
provided by the tore Star via Amtmk. (John A. Mills photo Lnd story)
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ATSF #170 near Cajon Pass, California in 1947. (Peter Snykla, Jr colleclion)

Frisco 4-6-2 #1018, date, location and photographer unknown. (Peter Smykla, Jr
collecIiok)
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2OO2 OFFICERS/POSITIONS OF THE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB

IBEIIDEM - Fred Fillers,29009 Bandy Rd, Little Rock AR 72223-9720 (5 01-821-2026 )
VICE-PRESIDENT- Ron Esserman,326 Esserman Ln,Dover AR72837-7754 (501-331-2030)
TREASURER - Walter B. Walker, 8423 Linda Ln, Little Rock AR 72227-5983 (501-225-0826)
SEC&EIARY - Tanrny Hodkin, 506 Cordon St., N Little Rock AR 721 l7-4713 (501-945-2t21 .
EDI]OB - Ken Zi€senbein, 1023 ClaycutCir,  N Li t l le RockART2l l6-3728 (501-758-1140)
NBEIDIREqI9R -Tom Shook, 1716 Albeda Dr, Li$l€ Rock AR 72227-3902 (501-225-8955)
PHOTOCRAPHER - John C. Jones, I l7 Cottonwood, Sherwood AR 72120-401 I (501-835-3729)
T R I P A D V E R T I S I N G - D a v i d P . H o g e . 3 7 2 1 l d l e w i l d . N L i t l e R o c k A R 7 2 1 l 6 ( 5 0 1 - 7 7 1 - 1 0 2 5 )
HISTORlAN 'Gene Hul l ,  3507 F; Washington Ave f l31. N Li t t le Rock AR 721 l4 (501,945-7386)
Bq!8Llq2 - Bill Bailey, 8318 Reymer€ Dr, Litlle Rock AR72227-3944 (s0t-224-6a2a)
BOARD'03 - Robin Thornas, 10980 Rivercrest Dr 26,Li tdeRockAR72212-1412
BOARD '04 - Stanley Wozencraft, I 08 N Palm St, L ittle Rock AR 72205-3 827 (50 I -664-33 0 I )
Bq!&L!5-LeonardThalmu€U€r,2lHanoverDr,Li l t leRockAR72209-2159(501-562-823.
Bj}\BL]Oli - Jim Wakefield, 316 Auburn Dr, Little Rock AR 1220s-2169 (s0t-664-0232\

Thc ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB i3 a non-profit organizrtion of railroad ond trsin Gnthusirsts thsl wss formed in 1969. We
sre rlso lhe Lillle Rock Chrpter ofthe National Railway Historical Society. We meet on the second Sundoys of most nonths at 2
p.m, Anyone intcrested in tmins is welcome!

Dues lo join lh€ ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB ar€ currcnlly $20 a yearJ which includes lhe monthly A anMs Raihoalet
newsletler. Ifyou'd likc to join the NRHS through our club (thus bcing a membcr of lhc Little Rock Chapler NRHS and
national NRHS), you nust pay $20 a y€nr Drorc, bringing the totfll to $40 a y€ar for both. Dues 6re always payable on Janu!ry
l" of each year, bul you mry pay at any time (membership will cxtend through the following yesr).

Tojoin or r€new, seDd your name,6ddress and phone numbcr plus dues to the ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB, PO BOX
9151. NORTH LITTLE ROCK AR 72119. Cell 501-758-1340 for information. Thc ncwslcttcr €ditor's cmail addres! is:
trairs@trrinweather.com The Arkansas Railroader is pul on (he Wcb monthly, and tha( address isl
htip://www.trainwerthcr.com

'I he next me€ting/program of the Arkansas Railroad Club will be held S!ALq\y38BIL!1L20!2 at our usual site,
Pulaski Heights Presblerian Church, 4401 Woodlawn Drive, Little Rock. Time will be 2 p.m. The program will be given
by TOM SHOOK, who will talk on Gas Electrics - History from Duddlebugs to the lst Diesel. He will usc a combinatio'l
ofan overhead projector and movies. Should be quite interesting. (UnfortuDately, your editor will be in Texas at the tinrc).

FUTURE PROGRAMS include a speaker from the Liftle Rock Pon Authority. The annual outing to Dover to ride Ron
Esserman's backyard Walden Too Railroad may be in June.

TRAIN EXCURSION ON THtr OUCH APRIL 27! - VP Ron Esserman said an excursion on the Ouachita Railroad will
be held for our club Saturday, April27,2002. 'l,l e will leave at 10 a.m. and stop for BBQ at about noon. The OUCH RR
will provide the cold drinks, but you will need to purchase the BBQ. We need a head count by the middle ofApril to nolify
the barbecue people about the number ofdiners. A directional map to get to the OUCH office is elsewhere in this
newsletter - basically you take Hwy | 67 to El Dorado, go around the east side oftown on Hwy 167, then lum right on Hwy
82 (toward Camden), take the Southfield Road/South west Av€ €xit, go north toward El Dorado untilyou r€ach the
railroad t acks, tum left before crossing the tracks on the dirt road until you reach the Ouachita Railroad office (you can
see the building as soon as you make the tum). We will leave from th€ir office. Their phon€ number is: 870-863-7044 if
you get lost.

As most know, this line is the former Rock Island line between EI Dorado and Lille, Louisiana - definitely a "rar€-

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Chapter National Railway Historical Society



4 Uolume XXXI I I ,  Nurnber  04 ADr i l  2A02

mileage" trip. We will board at OUCH'S office in El Dorado and probably go to Lillie and back. YOU MUST BE A PAID
MEMBf,R OF THE CLIJB TO R]DE THIS TRIP, SPACE IS SEVERELY LIMITED.
Please call or write Ron Esserman at 326 Esserman Ln, Dover AR 72837-'7'7 54, 501-331-2030, email: shay473@cei.net.

It's fr€e except for the barbecue.

JAMES E. FULLERTON, member from Junction City, Arkansas, located on the OUCH line, wrote the following letter
and send in the following photos ofthe October 28, 2000 excursion run fbr the Rock Island CIub. IIe will be riding this
time.

"l was bom and raised in Junction City and grew up watching trains o,r thc Rock Island. I've lov€d th€ railroad as long as
I oan remernber. Anyway, I took these pictures ofthe excursion on the OUCFI RR on October 28, 2000. I didn't know
an$hing about it. The train seldom runs on Saturday. I always watch it when I'm homc. I made these pictures wh€n th€y
made the northbound trip back.

I found out later that is was the Rock Island rai lroad club. I do[ ' t  know the Damc ofany ofthe people on board. They
were mad€ in Junction City. My wife and I wil l  make the Apri l  run. I can hardly wai1."

Our esteemed, honored and exalted leaders - VP Ron Esserman (left) and President Fred Fillers (right),

taken at the February 2002 club meetirg. (Johk Jotaes photo)

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP ROSTER will be delayed for another month or so because I'm trying to resolve th€ changcs
in telephone area codesjust announced this year. I want these new ar€a codes 1o be as accurate as possible in the printed

roster ofour club.

WILCOME Nf,W MEMBERS! - The Arkansas Railroad Club welcomes the followiDg new members this month: J.C.
KOEHLER. 1015 Koehl€r Rd., Sherwood AR 72120, 501-835-5425;PAUL THOMAS' 1919 North Georgia #12, Little
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Rock AR 72207; DAVID ROBINSON, PO Box 4464, Stat€ Universiry AR 72467; NICK MACCHIAROLO (rejoined),
1113 Brookwood. El Dorado AR 71730. 870-862-86981 RICKY SHUTTLEWORTH, PO Box 1216, Mountain View AR
?2560,8'70-269-4612, JOE BERG (rejoined), 5603 Dale Rd, Benton AR 72015.

Ifany ofyou know of someone who'd like to join, just write to us and t'll send you some extra newsletters to give them
aod aDDlication forms.

EDWARD W. NOEL

ime member Edward W. Noel died February ll, 2002. His ddress was: t606 Wodland Park Rd, Bryant AR 72022

FROM STEPHEN R. STRAUSS, member from the state ofWashinglon (rogarding the photos in the March Railroader
on pagos 3 and 4): "l received my March issue of Arkansas Railroadet On page 4, I rrcognized the Saline County
courthouse from the sheriffs funeral procession scene at the end ofthe 1973 film White Liehtnine. Th€ photo next to it
shows the now-demolished MoPac Bonton station. In I978 I scratchbuill an HO scale model ofthis station for the
Arkansas Valley Model Railroad Club. Unfortunately, it was stolen when the layout facility on River Road was burglarized
in August 1980."

MINUTES - FEBRUARY 10rrr 2002 (submitted by Fern Fillers)
'fhe meeting was callod to order by PresideDt Fred Fillers @ 2:00 P.M.
Peter Smykla, Jr. reported thal he is working on getting his railroad running again. Ron Esserman and several others

volunteered to help him clean it  up.
Tom Shook volunteered to lake over the duties ofNRHS represenlative until the board could convene and elect a

pennanent one. No report was sent last year to the NRHS, so Tom willtake care ofsending it
It was noted that the Pine Bluff show and sale falts on the same weekend as Bart Jennings prograDl. (April 6'r). Bart will

also have another show the lt 'weekend in November. This wil l  be on FannRail 's l ines in Oklahoma
Bil lBailey talked about the museum in Pine Bluffand thanked us for the pictures the club has contribuled. John Jones

has salvaged and very niccly mounted a Durnber board fronr a Cofton Belt locomotive, which Bill brought to show us.
Under the heading ofold business, the fact was discussod that no one seems to be interested in putting on our show and

sate. Fred commented that this ev€Dt is a great way of co[taoting people who are interested in railroadiDg and could
increasc memb€rship in our club. Fr€d also comment€d that our special events are well aftended, but some ofour regular
meDbers arc somotimes abscnt from them,
Fred opened for discussion the article John Hodkii wrotc in rhe Railroader about increasing attendance. Fred appointcd

John as unolficial membership cbairman, and he graciously agrced. We have aD agiDg membership, so the thrust ofthe
discussiol was how we car stir up interest in younger people, and reach those who would be interested in coming to lhe
meetiDgs.
Ken suggested an ad in the paper that will go all over the state.
Several ofthe members noted that they have found interest when they talk to people around them about the club. The

suggestion was, "Talk it Llp!"
Jackie Roach lalked about th€ iitercst small children have in trains. She suggested presenting train history in schools or

museums, €tc. Also reaching African-Americans for membership.
Underthe headingofnew business, Ron tslked about atr ip on Bil lRobir 's Ouachita Railroad out ofEl Dorado. Robin

Thomas made the motion to "set it up". Leonard Thalmueller has ridden it, and said it was a great tripl
The meeting was adjourned.
A terrific program was given by Peter Smykla, Jr., called, "Island Railroading". He showed many slides ofrailroads in
Cuba, among other places.
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NEW MEMBERS WANTED - Ask a friend lojoin the Arkansas Railroad Club. Ifyou need extra copies ofnewsletters to
slrarc. Icl me know and I'll mail you some. Also, any idcas 1o gcl new menbers, let us knorv. I'll send thcm free newslelter

'IRAINWATCHING WEBSITE - A group ofArkansas Railroad Club members have been Soing to Union Station
Sunday mornings (sometimes I come dressed in a suit, ready to go to church at I l) to pholograph trains. Sometimes lrains
pass through once every l5 minutes, other t imes lcss. I 'vc bcen putt ing snral l-sized *,eb photos ofthis activity, along with
other current rail photography around the state (including thc Littlc Rock & Western west of Perry), on thc following
wcbpage: httpi//www.traip$,cathcr.oonr/srnda-v.html Chcck i1 out olt€D.

To: Anyone who reods the Roilrooder, bul doesn'l qttend lhe meelings:

The Arkonsos Roilrood Club: A womon's point of view

I  havc been attendirrg thc l l l i .  c lub alrnost f rom i l  s bcginning, nnd I  lh irrk i t  s the grealesl  c lub rhar I  havc cvcr known
rboul.  I  aD1 intercslcd in prcscfving history and art i facts,  bul  l  rn al iaid I  don t  get exci lcd whcn I  hcar lhc "cl icki ty-clack'
ol  r ihcclsonmils.  lhaldocsn' t  DroaD I haven't  enioycd bcing r par l  ol  thcclub. Our club is madc up ol  mernbers of
divcrsc i rr tcrests and l f l lcDts. l rach on0 br ings his orvn contf ibut i (nr.  whrch nrakes our 'c lub uniquc arrd spccial .  We havc
l r 1 t c r s . * ' h o s c n e w s p a p c r a l i c l o s a n d b o o k s h a v e s a v e d i n l i ) | m i l l i o | l i l
l L l s t ' W c h a v c n r e m b e r ' s w h o h l l v c b u i | 1 t h c i | o w n r I t i | r t l a d s a n t l b c c v c
ol thci f labors. lhcrehasbccn nruch ha|d rvork expendcd by rnrf  mombcrs on r€slof ing thc 8lq in I ' inc I l lu l i l  Our

l h c y c a r s h a s r U l r l h c g a | r r u l o l . c \ ' c | } c o D c c i v a l r | e a . c a o j . r a i I r . o a d i n g ' | h c 1 ' h r t v o c o l | c c r c d i n l i n ] n l l l i o | r o c v c l } 1 h i n 8
possiblc Ihc dcdioal ioD ol  th(r  cdi tof  ol  lh is publ icat ion is l l  co| ls lar l  sourcc ol  pr ide lbt  us.
A l t h o u 8 h t \ e d o D . l h i l \ ' c a n r l l s c t l n r 1 ( ) s l 1 ) | c o u | : l I 1 i i : l c l s . o l c | U b h s n i

I h c 0 l h c r t h i n g a b t J L l t o u | c | u b t h l | l i s 8 | e 1 l i s t l ] c c h A I 0 0 l e r o l . l 1 l c | l l c | l ] b c r s . . [ h c r c h b c c D V c
l l l  gol lc0 ulong fcmrrk bly wcl l .  No ortc wants to nrn lhirrgs (n gcts bcnl oul  ofshapc whcn hc docsn' t  gct his way.

w c a r e n x ) u n r i n 8 l h c l ( ) s s o | - o | l c o | ' ( ) l | | n ] o s 1 l a i 1 h l l | I n c I l l l ) c | s . . ' ! h o i s I
s0 rc, .rnc was sick. and kct l  up wi lh elcfything thal  rvrs going on. Shc (Naomi t lu l l )  can ncvcf bc rcplaccd, bul  therc arc
ol l tcrs out thcrc who carr nr kc r  oontr ibrt ion and wc rvclcorrrc thcrr to comc and br irg thci l  in lcrcsls and idcas-

WAXTEIt s rOn SALE On TnAItE

'Ihc 
lbllowing is lbr rlrosc who tv )t to ilrd

ccrtain railroad'relrred ircrrrs. irrli)flnation.
or  $ant  losel lor i rade sLrch i lcms wi lh  othcr

rriliirns. We reserlc thc righr ro relirse
listings il dceDred inafpropriare. The
Arkansas Rai l road Clrb is not responsiblc

fo nislcadi'rs ads.

WAN I ItD - Pre-World wnr II phoros o1-
ra i l road act iv i ty  around l :e lscnlhal ,
,^rkansas.  onccabranch l i r rc lc  n i ra lor  the
Missour iPaci f ic .  A lso aDy loggi rg ra i l roads
or railroads around Arkansas Cily, now
almosl a ghost torvn bul oncc a thrit,ing ril,er
port and sawmill torvn Theser.c wanted for
rry own phoro collection. Send inlornlation
to Russ HaFison, 726 Lakcsbor€ D..
Monroe LA 71203.

WANTED - Iiajlroad ilcms boLrghl and
sold,  but  no toy/Nodcl t ra i r ls  Al l i tenrs must
be in good condi l ion.  l  l lbuy c l r t ra,  posters.
brochures. etc I have worked wilh the
Milwaukce Road (4'r' gencrat ioD railroader),
C&Nw aDd C&O llisrorical Socicties, the
National Railroad MLrseum. and thc Mid-
Continenl Railroad Museum at Nonh
Freedom, wisconsin. My rvife and I are
kno{ledgeable aboul lhe value of raihoad
items, and I ve bccn dealing with railroad

artifacts ovcr 20 ycals as a hobby and now
rhat I 'm rct i rcd l ' r r  col lect i rg and buyirg
1 11 t ime. I ' l l  hclp idcnl i ly,  cvalualc and
write appraisal/tax donalion leltefs aboul
your rail.ord anifacls. We can purchasc
items nom you or your organization that you
are nol longcr interesled in reraining. Il
intereslcd. conla€l l,arry Bunce, Railroad
Relics, 201 N Kerch St, Brooklyn Wl
5 3 5 2 1 ,  6 0 8 - 4 5 5 - 4 2 3 3 ,  e r n a i l :
rrrellmbfircho.us.net
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Volume , {XXl l l .  Numbe-  04-  Aprr l  2002

The address ofthe Surface Transportation Board is: OIfice ol'the Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925 K Street. Washinglon
DC 20423. The STB phonc number for abandonment procedures (Office of Public Services) is: 202-565- 1592. Ifyou
contact them, it would be handy to use th€ Docket Nunbers. Their Web address is: hltpr/www.stb.dot.gov ifyou'd like the

Iist ings.

These abandonment proposals have been printed in the Federal Register or have come directly from the Surface
Transportation Board. They wil lgo in effect unless one ofthe fol lowing occurs: l)anofferoff inancialassistanceis
receivcd; 2) a request for public use ofth€ land is received (for iDstance, rails-to-trails); 3) petitions to reopen the case is
filed. Railroads, before th€y can file th€se "notices ofex€mplion under CFR I 152 Subparr F," must cerlify that I ) no local
traffic has moved over the line for at least 2 years; 2) any overhead traffic can be rorted over other lines; 3) no formal
complaint filed by a user is pending and; 4) environmental reports, histo.ic reports, transmittal letter, newspapcr
publication, and notic€ to govemmental agencies have been met. Even though approval is granted for the railroads to
abandon, it may be months or years before track is actually takcn up.

WEST VIRGINIA - CSX - Io abandon approximately 10.5 miles of railroad between milepost BUC-0.0 at Cower and
milepost BUG-l0.5 at Bolair, in Webster County, WV. Effective on March 13, 2002. (STB Dockel No. AB-55
(Sub-No. 603X), decided February 4, served February I l, 2002)

MINNESOTA - UNION PACIFIC - To abandon a L83-mile rail line over the Trimont Industrial Lead from milepost
140.57 to milepost 142.4 near Trimont, in Martin County, MN. Effective on April 2,2002. (STB Docket No. AB-
33 (Sub-No. l86X), decided February 21, served March I, 2002)

MINNf,SOTA - DULUTH, MISSABE AND IRON RANGE RAILWAY CO - To abandon and disconlinue service over
a 0.63-mile line ofrailroad known as the Virginia Branch, extending from milepost 85.5 to milcpost 116.l, in Sl.
Louis County, MN- Effective on April 5, 2002. (STB Docket No. AB-l0l (Sub-No. l5X), dccidcd !cbruary 25,
served March 6. 2002)

ARKANSAS RAIL NEWS

KCS INTERMODAL RAMP TO RDOPtrN
(Sulli.\a\r, Oklahoma - Benelits Fo Smith, A*arsdt - Kansas Cily Soulhern announced that it will reopen its

intennodal ramp at Sall isaw, oklahoma on March 18. Plant managcr ofl l i ram Walker in Fort Smith Brian HastiDgs
welconrcd dre ncws. "l'his is certainly great rews for us. lt will mean a lot ofopportunities by
beinB able to move our products in and out ofour Fort Smith pla t more cheaply," Hastin8s said. Hastings said when
Kansas City Southern closed the Sallisaw lruck'rail ramp Oct. 27, 1999, having to make other arrangeme ts to transport its
products cost I l i ram Walker as much as $l mil l ion a year.

Doniele Kane, Kansas City Southem director ofcorporatc communications, said th€ facility will be fully operational
March l8 with improvcd customer service. Kane said market conditions forc€d Kansas City Southem to close the ramp in
1999. The reopened ramp will primarily serve the local manufacturing base with the movement ofinbound and outbound
products, Kane said. Kane said shippers are switching to containers because containers and double-stack s€rvice can reduce
prodDct d^mage. (Southwest Times Record, March 12, 2002)

TWO DERAILMENTS IN MARCH
Ricky Shuttleworth from Mountain Vi€w said that the Missouri & Northern Arkansas at Cuion, Arkansas had a

derailment on March 5, 2002 near Guion. There were a total ofsix cars that derailed, five ofthem offthe tracks. Three
contained coal and 2 had soy bean meal.

The picture o the next page shows a BNSF derailment that occurred the night of March 9d south ofHoxie.

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Chapter National Railwav Historical Societv
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GENERAL RAIL NEWS

l  R U (  t  N ( ; .  t t  I L I T O A D  U N T O N S
c()NStDI{ t  Ml l l l ( ; I l {
'l 

he I e:lrlrslcfs tJIi()n rnd thc ll()thcrhood
ol  l .oconlo l ivo lhgnrccn said on l rcbruary
l l ,  1001.  thc]  ' !c fc  considcf ing r  nrcrger
lhrr lvould crcate "I scaJnlcss !ranspo{ation
unio ofmi l - t rucknrg indusl fy 'vorkc|sand
givc lhc l l l -L  increased bafgain ing nmsclc
Thc BLE, thc countrys o ldcs l  labor  union,

id i1s govc|ning body look a slcp loward
mcfging or aifiliatrng with thc Teamstefs
Llrior byaullnrrizing its topthree leaderx 1o
cxplorc dre possib i l i t ies of  a conrbinat ion.
' ' lhcro is  s t i l la  longway to go,  bul  lh is  is  a
firsi sre]r iD lhc right direction," sajd BI-ti
President Don Hahs. A mefger would help

thc I l l - l i ,  {hose:111.000 rc l ivc nrcn)bets i r r
lhc f t r i lmrd indusl ry  arc n()s t ly  k)coDoLivo
cnginccfs,  gai r r  morc in l tucI lcc i r  barganr ing
r  d in  Iobbying by conncct ing wi th the
Inlc rati('ral lltrnhc rood ol Tcanrstcfs,
rvhosc 1.4 mi l l ion rucnrbers inc ludc bng'
haLr l  tnrckcrs,  un(m of f i  c ia ls  said.

373 DIF,  IN TITAIN I ' IRE IN I ]CYPT
Oo February 20. 2002, 371 tasscngc|s

died in  a buming t ra in outs ide ofCairo on
thcirway to a holiday I he train bumed 7 ol'
the I I cars. l'hc tLain continued moviDg lbr
over 2 miles even aftcr the iire started.
Thcrc were 1,200 onboard. (via Ddn tk't)

I . ]ND OI 'AN I ' I tA
Al icr  I03 ycars o l  coDt inr lous passcngel

t r : r in  serv icc, l l rc  last  passcngcr  t rd in fu l l !d
oulof lhc Sanla l rc  lbr l  Wo h. ' lcxrsdcto l
on l icbrurry 26.  Amlrak now s()Ps u l  ihc
rcw Intcrnrodal liansponarion ('enlcr. l
shor t  walk away.  Tbe I leanlard Flycf  1. l i  r l
5 i25 p.m. and wrs thc las l  l r [n  oul .  l l  wns
the o ldest  l  exas depot  in  cont inuous ser \ icc
f .om lhc day i t  opened i r  1899 unt i l
lcbruart 26, 2002. (,li?c phob .n th. nc\l
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After 103 y€ars ofcontinuous service to passenger trains, the Fort Worth Santa Fe depot saw its
lasl train February 26,2002, as the Heartland Flyer left at 5:25 p.m. lt opened in 1899. Amtrak
now uses the new Intermodal Transportation Center a shon walk north. (Ken Ziegenbein photo)

AMTRAK NEWS

AMTRAK VIEWS
MAYOR JOI.IN ROBERT SMITH, thc

new Amtrak Board leader, said rec€ntly:
'|irst of all, Iefs look at that $25 billion
(Amlrak received) over l0 years. During
that sanrc time, we've invested $?50 billion
in the airline industry and in the highways of
this country. In fact, we spend more in this
country on de-icingthe roads andcollecting
the road kill off of those highways in one
year lfurn we spend on th€ entire national
passenger railsystem. That's a shame. That
can't go forward. I'm glad that cil and the
Amtrak Reform Council agree that there
musr be significanl opemlion and capital
funding, but let's look at the scorccard for

Over the past five years, we have grown
revenue by almosl 40%, ridership is up by
20o/r. Dluring that whole time we saw
operational subsidies cut by almosr 80%.
Amtrak has been doing itsjob. So now it is

time for Congress and the adminhtration to
do theirjob. We've donc ours.l'hey need (o
do lheir job. And we need $l .2 bi l l ion. I ' l l
tell you what we'rc going to do with thal,
and $at was made very clear by C€orge
Warrington. $840 million ofthar$ 1.2 billion
is for capital. $200 million h for runningthe
national long-dhtanc€ train network that we
have that I believe in, that Mr. Carmichael
b€lieves in, and$ 100-almost-?0 millionofit
h to fund the excess railroad retirement,
which is really a pass{hrough lo Amtrak.

There's wh€re the money is. It'sjustified.
We'rc hearing from Congress that they
intend to fund it and that they iotend to
actively €ngage in the reaulhorization of
Amtrak and the development of these
interconnecting high-speed rail corridors,
which is drc future for this country."

JON OWENS, Region V National
Association of Railroad Passengers laughs
as he states, "I hear the following question

almosteverywhere I go. How come the fblks
in Europe and Japan have better railse.vice
than we do?" Jon's answer was an eyc
opener as it was som€thing thal never meant
anything to me until now. He states, "Ancr
World War 2, Europe and Japan had to
rebuild th€ir infrastructures as the war had
totally destroyed what had existed. Wc
through vadous War reconstruction plans
such as the Marshall Plan literauy rebuilt
th€ir mil, air and roadways. In rebuilding
their rails, we virtually let ours go, as our
view ai rhe time (during the late 40's and the
50's and 60's) was that our mils were
functioning up ro and b€yond lhat ofthe rest
ofthe world. The Europeans and Japanese
simply took the foundations that we made
for then and expanded them to what they
have today." "Why $ey hav€ expanded on
the foundations laid by us, our o\ln rail
transpoftation network has stagnated and
started shrinting. We have regressed by

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Chapter National Railway Histolical Society
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taking up rails. Ifsome ofthe mils taken up
we.e slill in place todayj our task for rail
rcfonn would be much easier."

AN AMTRAK SENATE BILL
Under ihe Hollings bill introduced in the

Senate the week ofMarch 4th:
l) The Northeast Conidor would get $ 1.31
billion annually, all for capital projects
including expected gro\(h. The bill
anticipates that operating expenses would bc
covered by ticket sales.

2) $1.55 bi l l ion amual ly would go to thc
developmen! of orher high-spced co|ridors

l) Long-distance lrains would receive $580
ni l l ion annual ly.  with$360miUion reserved
fbr operating expenses.

4) Stalc-supported routes and short-d istance
routeswould receive $270 million annually.

5) There would be a $1.3 bi l l ion
authorization fbr rail security, including life-
safety upgrades in lhe rail tunn€ls in
Baltimore and New York, plus preliminary
design work for tunnels to r€plac€ the 125-
year-old ones leading into Baltjmore from
the south.

6) tlollings would make the Nonheast
Corridor a separale financial unit under
Amtrak, ordering that operating profits be
speni on the corridor and not go tosubsidize

Volume XXXI I I .  Number  04-  Apr i l  20A2

iong-distance service. Tbe bill would tully
fund billions of dollars in derered
ma tenance and capital needs o. the

Long-disrance trains would receive a
separate, $580 million arulual budget.

7) His proposal is more than nine times
greater than Amtrak's curent federal budget
andalmostfourtimes larger than the amount
Amtrak says ii will need in fiscal 2003 to
avoid a maj or curback in passenger hains. A
Hollings aide said the senator understands
that finding moncy in atight budget climate
would bc aproblem, buthe mainly wants to
begin the debate over whetherthe
country wants a robust passenger train system.

The aide said tbe bill is the ihsr ola rwo-
step process, firstdecidingon the shapeofa
passenger train system and then deciding
howto fund it. This is rhe same processthat
President Dwight D. Eisenhower used in
slartjng the interstate highway system, she said.

ANOTHf,R AMTRAK HEAIIING
March 7,2002 - Today U.S. Senator Patty

Murray held a hearing on the future of
Amtrak before the Senate Transpo(ation
Appropriat ions Subcommittee, which
Munay chairs.

Murray's main points:
* Munay wants Amtrak to succeed.
* Amtrak must use real financialanalysis.
Amtrak cu|rcnlly ignores depreciation,
something companies are prohibited by law

lioln ignoring in their financial statement.
* Mlth: The Northeasl Coffidor is
"protilabl€."
* Fact: It is not. There are NO profitable

* Amtrak andtbeBush Admnrist arion havc
made sbotlerm decisions (like leasing
Pennsylvania Station in New York) rhat
hav€ provided irl'nediate cash but have
weakened Amtrak's long term heallh.
+ Amtrak is not on track for self-suffic iency.
In ihcl, for 2001, Amtrak's total loss
approached $l.1 billion its highest lcvel nr
history. Wlen revenue and ridersbip
increase, but losses increase cven faster, we
arc not looking at a fbrmula for self-suffjciency.
* It was foolish for some Membcrs of
Congress to insist that Amtrak becomc the
only self+ufficient national railroad in the
world. fhat requirement appears only ro
have succeeded jn pushing Amrrak inlo
making shon{erm financial decisions thar
have undermined its long{erm financial

Whetherwe are able to provide $L2 billion
for next year or just halfthat amounl, ldon r
intendto subsidizejust a regional rail system
that protects the status quo for ce(ain slales
tbat bave put up none oftheif own lunding
but throws mostofthe otherstares ou! ofthe
nat ionalrai lnetwork.

EXCURSIONS/SHOWS/EVENTS OF OTHER CLUBS

UP 3985 2002 STEAM f,XCURSION - JUNE 15,2002 - CHICACO TO MjLWAUKEE (sponsored by the Chicago Chapter NRI.IS
and 20'r'Cenlury Railroad Club, http://www.chicaeonrhs.com ). Costs arcr Coach $169; Dome $259. Go to their website for mofe
detaih.

UP 3985 2002 STEAM EXCURSION - ruNE 22,23, 2002 - ST PAUL TO KANSAS CITY with an ovemight stop in Des Moines
(sponsored bythe CamerailClub,630T Seward Street, OmahaNE68104-4761, camerail club excursior@vahoo.com) They are not
taking reservarions by phon€. You must enailthem for more information. (Both these excursions are listed on the Union Pacific

ARIZONA - WTLLIAMS - AUCUST 19-26, 2002 - The Grand Canyon Chapter, NRHS, is hosting th€ 2002 NRSS national
conveniion in Williams, Arizona from August l9 through the 26'r,2002. Activities include steam and Alco trips on the Grand Canyon
Railway. Registration is $40 (tentatively). Contact Canyon Rails 2002, PO Box 391, Willams AZ 86046 or go to their website:
htip://ww.canvonrails2002.com

ARKANSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Chaptet National RailwLry Historical Society
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To join/renew membership in the Arkansas Railroad Club (Little Rock Chapter National Railway Histodcal
Society), fill out the form below. Annual dues are $20 for local dues (plus $20 for the national NRHS dues if
you want to join the NRHS though our chapter, a total of $40 for both local and national dues).

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE - Z]P

PHONE EMAIL

Send check, made out to th€ Arkansas Railroad Club, PO Box 9151, North Little Rock AR 72119. Call 501-758-
1340 lbr more informaiion or visit us on the web at http://www.tminweather,com and click on Arkansas
Railro.tder. O.ur email is trains@trai
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Lxper . i f i enLaJ  enq lne  w i th  a  h jgh -p ressu te  Eh ; rd  cy f i nde t  and  a
watertube f irebox. No raifraads wanted it  because of hiqh
na in tenance  cas t  a f  t he  ex t ra  cy ) i nde r ,  and  the  wa te r tube
f i t ebax ,  (Gene  Hu l f  co f  f ecL  7on  )

VAUCLAIN'S FOLLY
by :  Gene  Hu f l

Big Sam Vauclain didn't make many mistakes,
al leasl we didn't hear about them.

The Baldwin Locomotive works was begun in
l83l by Matthias Baldwin, and is the oldest
locomotive manufacturing plant in America. The
second man of importance at the plant was Samuel
M. Vauclain, whojoin€d the firm I July 1883. On
ll February 1886 he was appointed general
superintendent, and on 19 May 1919 Vauclain
became president, upon the resignation ofAlva B.
Johnson,

Big Sam was a practical machinist, enBineer and
locomotive builder. He had long been enthusiastic
about the compound use of srcam. In the simple
operation of a locomotive, steam from the boiler
was admitted to the cylinders where it expanded
and exerted pressure upon the pistons to move the
Iocomotive, then it was exhausted thlough the
smokestack to the atmosphere. The noise at the

stack was the sound of sleam expanding, which
indicated it still was capable of performing work.
Sam said this was a wasle of steam. Surely drere
must be some way of using more of the expansive
force of stean, thereby producing a saving of fuel
and water, and creating a more efficient
locomotive.

He devised a method ofcompounding th€ usc of
steam. Sleam from the boiler was admitted to one
cylinder, then it was exhausted !o lhe olher
cylinder, where it continued to expand and
perform work before exhausling to the
afinospnere.

This was a different application of ajl old idea.
A Frcnchrnan Alfred G. declehn, had used dris
principle in a high speed, four-cylinder balanced
compound engine for the French Northern
Railway. The Great Northem Railway in Britain
also had used compound engines. Of course, the
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most famous were the articulated locomotives
designed by another Frenchman Anatole Maltet.

Vauclain's belief in steam compounding led to
his securing a U.S. Patent in October 1889. This
was for a four-cylinder compound engine he
designed and built as a 4-4-0 No. 82 for the
Baltimore & Ohio. The engine ptoved ro be very
economical in its use of fuel and water, and the
efficiency of design in both freight and passenger
service led to its use on many railroads in the U.S.
and foreign countdes.

The compound locomorive had preuy well
r€ached its end by 1904. The invention and
development of the superheater eliminated the need
to use steam twice. As the temperature of steam
increased, its expansive power increased in direct
proportion. A smaller amount of steam was
required to fill a cylinder to p(oduce the same
tracttve power,

Vauclain refused to surrender. His belief in
"twice used' steam still held firm. He would
at@mpt to reverse many railroad officials'
preference for superheated steam. This tenacity
proved to be a mistake.

Railroad officials were always looking for a
Iocomotive that would move more tons of freight.
Bigger and stronger was better. Locomotive
builders tried to give them what they wanted.
Vauclain would show these "hot steam" boys how
the cow ate the cabbage.

Vauclain's new engine would be number 60,000
oD the list of engines built by Baldwin, He would
give his engine the number 60000.

He incorporated two ideas in its design. Of
course, he would compound the use of steam, and
he would use three cylinders instead of the usual
rwo. This idea ofa third cylind€r dated backro the
eArly 1840's, and was used extetsively in Great
Britain. It found no favor among those damed
revolutionary yankees in America. The three
cylinders were placed in a horizontal row, \rith

one on each side in the usual position, and lhe
third one was located under the smokebox and
between the frames. This middle cylinder received
steam directly from the boiler at full pressure.
This steam then was exhausted to the other
cylinders for additional expansion.

The main rods from the outside low,pressure
cylindels were attached to the third ser of drivine
wheels. The rod from rhe high-pressure cylindei
was fastened to a crank fomed in the axle of the
second drivers. A slight bow was formed in the
axle of the front drivers to clear this center rod.

Big Sam Vauclain decided ro design his enginc
with a 4-10-2 wheel arrangement. This was the
same as 16 engines built lhe previous year (1925)
by Schenectady Locomotive Works for the
Southern Pacific. He also decided to use a high-
pressure boiler genetating steam at a pressure of
350pounds per square inch. A sp€cial fitebox was
designed, because the pressure could cause leaks
around the staybolts connecting a normal firebox
to the boiler.

The usual firebox was equipped with a series of
ho zontal tubes about I 3/4 inches in diameter
extending from the front of the firebox through the
boiler, where they were sufroundedby water. Heat
from the firebox passed through the tubes to
produce steam in the boiler.

Sam made up his mind to try an idea from
another fore ign country. HerrBrotan, anAustrian,
invented a boiler in 1870 in which he placed two
rows of vertical tubes along each side inside the
firebox. Waler from lhe boiler was circulaled
through the tubes to produce steam. The firebox
was not arlached ro the boiler wirh smybohs, as in
the standard design. Sam made a few
improvements and go! a U.S. patent on it.

In March 1926 Sam's new baby was born.
Number 60000 rolled out of the Baldwin shop, and
it made a few trial runs around the plant yard.
Everything worked fine. Then it was sent to lhe
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Pennsylvania Raihoad at Altoona, Pa. This
railroad had built the Altoona Locomotive Test
Plant in 1904 as an exhibit for the Louisiana
l\rchase Ex-hibition at St. Louis. Later the plant
was brought to Altoona, wherc it was placed in a
special buildinS.

Sam s new engine was subjected to the most
thorough, exacting tests possible to check its
perfornance. The 60000 produced the highest
horsepower the plant could measure. it broke
sevcral pcrfbrmance records,

After graduating from the test plant, the 60000
was pul to work on the Pennsy between Hardsburg
and Morrisville. At a faster than normal speed,
a,rd pulling l4 percent heavier loads of freight than
contemporary engines, the 60000 still used less
fuel.

Therc were challenges to be met farther afield.
The engine went to the Baltimore & Ohio, then on
to Chicago over the Erie. With admiral
p(rlbrmance. shc traveled rhe rai ls ofthc Chicago.
Burlinglon & Quincy, the Santa Fe, and then the
SoutherD Pacific. Admiring crowds came to see
her on display at Portland, Oregon. Heading east
over dre Great Northern, Sam's pride and joy
returned home to the Baldwin plant at Eddystone.
She had performed just as well as Sam believed
she would.

In andcipation of filling many orders from many
railroads Vauclain assembled all necessary parts
and was ready for quick assembly.

Sam Vauclain, the genius and master engineer,
had forgotlen or had not thought of, a crucial
factor - a maddening charistic of mechanics and
rnsnectors al railroad roundhouse s ac ross America,

Anything out of sight, or out of reach, oD a
locomotive did not warrant inspechon or
maintenance on a frequent basis.

Sam goofed!

No orders came from the railroads. The supply
of parts was gathering dust. Sam began to make
enquiries. Master mechanics all across the country
had the same sad song - maintenance cost would
be too high. Especially on that third cylinder
hidden between the frames under the boiler.
Without trequent care, this would be a constaDt
source of trouble. This proved 1{) be lrue in the
actual performance of the Missouri Pacific's
experimental three-cylinder Pacific number 6000,
which was modified at North Little Rock in the
f^ll of 1942, when the inside cylinder was
removed,

The unusual design of the watertube boiter also
was of some concern, The cost of mainteDa'lcc
could be very high.

Thanks, bu! no, thanksl

The 60000 was a good engine, her pe bonaDce
had proved that. But, it would need reSular
maintenance. She sat in storage until Septenrber
1933. Sam surrendered his dream. Hrs <rrginc war
donated to the Franklin Insthute Tr^nsportation at
Philadelphia. She sits there today, glislening like
new, and can b€ moved a few feet by opening the
throttle, which activates an electric motor.

Confined, and forev€r silent, Number 60000 is
an example of America's steam locomotive era.

Was she really vauclain's lblly, or a monunrent
to human obstinance?
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