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1919. (Peter Sn)kla, Jr photo)
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2OO5 OFFICERSiPOSITIONS OF THE ARKANSAS RAII,ROAD CLUB
PRESIDENT - Robin Thomns. 10980 Rivcrcrest Dr 426. Little Rock AR 722 l2- l 4 I 2 (501 -22J- 1952)
V-PRESIDrNT Mark Sillerberg, 10524 Helm Dr.. Mabellale AR 72101, (501-455-5050), onerrackmindl ins@hohail com
TREASURDR - Waller I]. Walkcr. 8423 Linda Ln. Liule Rock AR 72227-5983 (501-225-0826), wwalke(ararisrorle net

RETARY - Jackic Roach.402l S Shacl(leford { 142. Liltle Roct AR 72204 (501-225'6818)
- Kcn Ziegenhein. 1023 Clayc Cn. N l,illlc Rock AR 72116-372E (501-?58-1340), ken@lrairwcather.com

NRIIS DIRECTOR -Tom Shook. l7l6 Albena Dr. Lirtle Roci Al( 72227-1902 (501-225-E955)
BEQIICI^PEER -  John c Jones.  I I7cononwood.SheruoodAIt?2120-40I I (50I-815- l729) , johnphot ,  urracnstor lc  nr t
HISTORI N -  Gene l lu l l .  1507 D Wushi lg ton  ve #31,  N L i t l lc  Rock AR 72114 (501'945-73116)
IIOARD 05 - Leonard Thalmucucr. 2 I lleovcr D!. l-itlle Rock AR 72209'2 I 59 ( 50 I -562-823 I )
9!}$12_10! - Jim wakcficfd. I l6 Aubum Dr, Litlc Roct AR 12205-?769 (5ot-664-0232)
IIOARD 07 - Frcd Fillcff.29009 B.ndy Rd, Littlc Ro.t AR 72221-9720 (501-82l-2026), clflllcE(zlaolcom
E}\&!lljl8 - Ron f]sscmnlr. 326 l-]sscman Ln, Dovcr AR72E37-7754 (479-331-2030), slray4Tl@cei nct

840 l luFc.hoe \4ounr{n Rd.  t i l r  AR ?2815.r5,11 t47o)-o( l -28n0.  Jha,  (12. ;  (  {n( l  \ ' ' rn

The   R K  NSAS RA t I,ROA D CLUB h r noFprofit orgrnizat ion of rrihond rnd trrin cnt hlsirsts rhnl wrs fo.n.d ir | 969. W.
{rc {ho lhc Litlle Rock Chipter ofthc Nntionrl Rlilway Historic{l Socicty. We m€ct on the 3econd Sundrys of mosl months at 2
p.m. Anyone inter.slcd in lrrins h welcom€l

Dues to join the ARKANSAS RAII,ROAD CLUB rrc currentlt $20 s ycrr, vhich includcs the monlhly Ark.nsns R[ilroad€r
msslellcr. lfyou'd likc (o join th. NRHS through our clob (ftus being a 'ncnber ofth. Liltl. Rock Ctsrrter NRHS.nd netionll
NRHS), yoo most pay S22 . y.ar mor., briqitrg th. tolalio $42 n ye* for boft. Duer {re rlw{ys pryrbtcon Jrn!..} l3t oferch
ycar, but you mfty pny t rny lime (n€mberehip will cxlend through thc following y€ir).

To jo in 0r  rcnew, s .nd yotr r  namc.  nddres .nd thon.  nt rmber p lus du4 to the ARKANSAS RAII ,ROAD CLUB, PO BOX
9151.  NORl l l  L ITTI ,E ROCK AR 72119.  Cl l l  501-?5E-1140 tor  in forml t ion.  The ncwslct tcr  €di ior 's  cnai laddr .$ h l
lr!insfa)lrninwcather..on The Arkrnsrs Rrilroidcr h p!t on ihe web mon(ilytand lftrl trddrcss is:
hnp://wrvr,rr.irwerlhcr,con

DECIIMRER l0 CHRISTMAS PARTY - We'l l  hAve our Annual
C:lrislmas pafly, Saturday Dccember 10, 2005 at 6 p.m. at our usual
mccting site, Pulaski Heights Presbytcrian Church in t,ittle Rock. lt will be
catcrcd by Frankc's Cafeteria l ike years past. Cost is $ I5 per person,
payablc by noon on December 6 to Walter Walker (8423 Linda Ln. Li l t le
Rock AR 72227-5983 (501-225-0826). wwalkeraDaristol le.pct)

2006 DUf,S ARE DUtr - It's for Arkansas Railroad Club dues again. They will remain thc same $20 a year as
they halc been now for several y€ars. This $20 meals you are mctnbers ofthe Arkansas Railroad Club only
which incfudesthe monlhly A ansas Railrcddel. Ifyou'd like lojoin the National Railway IlistoricalSociety
(and thus b€ a member oflhe Litt le Rock ChapterNRHS), you m st pay $22 more (NRHS dues went up to $22
from $20). So... pay a total of $20 for club only or $42 for local chapter ducs AND NRHS dues. l fyou can
afford it, I do fecommend joining the NRI lS - their Bulletins havc been improving for ycars and therc's always
great slories (including some by our very own Gene Hull and olhcrs). Very cntertaining railroad-re latcd reading.
Fill out the form elsewhe.e in ihis newsletler.

Look on your mail irrg label on the envelopc - i f  i t  says 2005, your dues Arc due. Some ofyou have paid
severalyears in advance, so check your label.

OFFICERS/BOARD FOR 2006 The Arkansas Railroad Club officers and Board members for 2006 are as
follows: 2006 OFFICDRS: PRESIDENT-Fred Fillers; VICE-PRf,SIDENT-John FIodkin, Jr.;
Sf,CRETARY/TREASURER (note: these positioDs have beeD combined fbr 2006)-Walter Walkcr. OTHER
2006 POSITIONS: EDITOR-Ken Ziegenbein; NRHS DIRECTR-'rom Shook; PHOTOGRAPHER-John C.
Jones,

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 2006-Jim Wakefield; 2007-Ken Ziegenb€in (filling Fred Filler's place); 2008-
Ron Esserman; 2009-Douglas Harley; 2010-Robin Thomas.

ARKANSAS RAILROADER Little Rock ChaDter NRHS
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ffi.GT-"rr."ia Cr;r mimlers en;oyeo a uilli-ririiiiilx"iiiiuop* i.pot (now Arkansas Trsveler Hobbies)

on Sunday afternoon. Nolemb€r 13.2005 rJo" C Jones photo)
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The Centrrl Delto Depot Mus€om at Brinkl€y, Arkansr3 (in the renovtted Colton Belt/Rock Island Union Depoi)
had its snnusl Christmas Open Hous€ Srndsy, November 13. I was ther€ to help il rcedcd. (KenZiegenbeik)

I VYAIIPTED:FORSALEORIRADE I

The following is for those who wan! to find ceiain nilroad-related ilems, ioformation, or want !osellor trade such items
with otber railfans. We r€serve the right to refuse listings ifd€emed inappropriate. The Arkansas Raikoad Club is not
responsible for mhleading ads.

HOBBY SHOPS IN ARKANSAS - Here are a few Arkansas hobby shops lhat you mighl use when ordering any
commercial books or commercial railrogd stuff that you see listed in thcse Want Ads. Here, in plain text form, ar€ lhose
hobby shopsr ONE TRACK MIND, 10524 Helm Dr, Mabelvale, AR 72103, 501-455-5050,
ooelrackmindtrains@hotmail.com, httpi//www.arkansasweb.corvooetmckmind/ rr ARKANSAS TRAVELER
HOBBIES,400 East Mark€t Street, Bald Knob, AR ?2010, 50|-Railfan (724-5326) *' MICKEY'S MODEL WORKS,
Viflage Mall, ?59 Hwy 62 E Ste 77, Mountain Home, 4R12651,8'10-424-5165 'r HOBBY SHOP DELUXE, I l9 North
Front Sr, Dardanelle AR 72834,419-229-5126,hsd@cox-intemet.com ** HOBBY SHACK, 1200 John Harden Dr,
Jacksonville, AR 72076, 501-982-6836 *' TRACTIVE EFFORT HOBBIES,3061 N. Market Ave. #7, Fayetteville, AR
12103, (479) 57l-8722., EUREKA SPRINGS MODEL RAILROAD COMPANY, 127 Spring St., Eureka Springs, AR
'72632 47 9 -253 -2525. httD://www.raihoadtrain.com/

RAILROAD HISTORY HELP WANTED FOR STATE CAPITOL DISPLAY . DAVID WARE, Siate Capitol
Historian, Arkansas Secrelary ofstate's Office, wanh Arkansas railro6d m€morabilia, photos, slories, elc., fora Slale
Capitol display on Arkansas Railroad history. This display will b€ done ih the Spring of2006 fron mid-January through
May. lfyou h6vc an)thing to loan please contact him either by phone (501-683-3187) or preferably email him at:
david.\'arc@sos.arkansas.gov

Thc Arkansas Railroad Club's offici6l coordinator for this project is Jim Wak€fi€ld, 3l6 Aubum Dr, Litlle Rock AR
'72205-2169, 50l-664-0232. Ifyou have any questions about what to donate and how secure th€ sit€ willbe, or other
ou€stioos. cootacl Jim.

ARKANSAS RAILROADER - Linle Rock ChaDter NRHS
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RAILROAD ABANDONMENT PROPOSALS
The addMs of the Surfae Trdsporlation Board is: Omce of thc Secrerary, C6c Conrrot Uniq l9?5 K Str.et. Wash ingon DC 20423.
Thc STB phonc numbcr for abandoDmenl procedures (Officc ofPublic Scrvices) is:202-565-1592 lfyou contacl dem, it woDld be
handy to usc thc Docker NuDbe6. Their Web addre$ is: hup://www nb.dol.go! ifyoD'd like the compte(e u$rnss.

Tt'cse abddonmcnl proposah have becn printed in thc Pcdelal Rcgisrcr or have come direcrly from rhc Surface Transponation Boald.
TheywillSo in efect unlcssone otlhe follosing occursr l) ar offcroffinancialassislance is rcccivedi2) a rcqu€st fo! public use ofthe
ldd isreceived (tbr inlhnce, raik-torraih)i 3 ) petitions to reopcn rhc case is filed Raihoads. beforc thcy can fitc rhcsc "notices of
cxemption Dnder CI;R I152 Subpart li,' must certify lhar l) no locrl tlaffrc has noved o\e! the line for ai lcasr 2 yea6i 2) any overhead
t€filc can bc rculcd overotlcr lines: l) no fomalcomplaint fllcd by r user is pcnding and;4) cnvircnmenlal rcrorrs. historic rcports,
tnnstniltal letter, ncwspapcf publication, dd notice to govcmm€nhl agcncies hale been met. Even lhough ipfrcvat is Sranted td the
railroads toabandon. it may bc monlhs oryears bcfore track is acrually raken up.

CALIFORNIA - UNION PACIFIC - To abandon a 1.46-milc line ofrailroad kno\rn as lhe Tustin lndusrrial Lead from
mileposr 5l4.84 lo milepost 516.l0 and ftom mileposr 5l4.70 to 5 t4.90 in lhe Ciry ofOrange, Orangc County, CA.
Effeclive on November i7, 2005. (STB Docker No. AB-33 (Sub-No. 232X), decided Ocrober 7, servcd Octob€r t8,
2005)

NEW Jf,RSEY - CONSOLIDATED RAIL CORPORATION - To abandon a t-mite Donion ofa tinc ofraihoad known
as lhe Clayvillc IndustrialTrack, eitending from mil€posr 0.0+ ro mileposr t.0+ in Vinetand, Cumbertand County, NJ.
Effective on Novcmber I 9, 2005. (STB Do€ket No. A B- I 67 (S ub-N o. I I 86X), dec ided October I 3 , servcd October 20.
2005)

NEW YORK - CSX - To abandon a I . l -mi le l in€ on i ls No(hcn Region, Albany Djvis ion, Sl .  I_awrencc Srbdivis ion,
between mileposi 1.5 and (hc end oflhe rrack, mileposl 2.6, ncar Wate(own, in Jefferson County, Ny. [ffcctive on
December 3,2005. (STB Dockcl No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 663X), decided October2T, served Novcmb€r 3,2005)

ARIZONA - SAN P[DRO RAILROAD OPERATINC COMPANY, LLC - To abandon approximarety 76.2 mites of
railroad in Cochhe CoLrnty, AZ, as followsi (l) rhe Bisbee Branch, between milepost t085.0 ar Bisbe€ Junction and
milepost 1090.6 at Bisbee, a distanc€ of5.6 milesi and (2) rhe Douglas Branch (a) betwe€n initcposr 1097.3 nenr paul
Spur and milcpost I 106.5 n€ar Douglas, a disranc€ of9.2 miles, (b) betwe€n mileposr 1055.8 ncar Chartesron and
milepost 1097.1 near Paul Spur, a distance of4l.5 miles. and (c) b€rween mileposr I040. t5 near Cuniss and miteposr
1055.8 n€ar Charlcston, a distance of 19.9 miles. A tinal decision will be issued by fcbruary 3, 2006. (STB Docket No.
AB-108lX. dccidcd October 28, serv€d Novembcr 4.2005)

-StuFamEr, ARKANSAS RAIL NEWS H
NothinS this monlh.

GENERAL RAIL NEWS ffik
TRACK JOINT BARS RULE

According lo a November 4, 2005
Fedeml Raihoad Administration news
release headline, "Train Derailments
Lead to More Delailed and Frequent
Inspeclions of Railroad Track Joint
Bars." The U.S. Deparlment of
Transponation will require railroads to
inspect certain types oftrackjoinl bars
rnore liequently using new uniform
standards to help prevcnt tmin
derailments, U,S. Secretary of
Transportation Norman Y. Mineta

Noring that better inspection of
continuous weldcd rail (CwR) joint
bars is essential to improving rail

safery, Minera detailed rhc new joint
bar inspeclion slandards lhat railroads
musl incorporate into rheir track
marnrenancc ptans.

schedule. As a resuh ofthe regrlation,
FRA cstimates thar the number of
delailed inspections of CWR.joint bars
will increase by at least ll percent per
year, Mineta added.

.NEW' OLD BRIDGE OVER
TRACKS AT KANSAS CITY

An old 1892 Ksnsas Cily Southern
bridse, which oncc was used to ioin
Kansas City's cast and wesi bottoms.
will be mov€d in January and p t up
over th€ railroad tracks between
Kansas City Union Station and the
Crossroads entertainment dhtrict.
KCS is donating the bridge, last used
in the 1960s. The goal is lo have il in

Unl ike
coflventional lrack lhat has short
sections of rail bolled toBeiher. CWR
consists of long co|tinuous rails that
may extend for a mile or more

Specif ical ly,  thc inler im f inal  rule
states thal raihoads must inspect CWR
joint bars ibr visible or derectable
cracks, loose or missing bolts, other
damage and evidence of any rail
novem€nt. In addition, special on-the-
ground visual inspections of the joint
bars must be conducted on a regular

ARKANSAS RAILROADER - Little Rock ChaDter NRHS
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place by next spring. 2006 is also the
150- anniversary of the Kansas City
Terminal Railway, and to mark that
event, both sides of the bridge will

Volune XXXVI, Number l2 December 2005

bear the original logos of the 13
railroads that formed the company.

Combined w€ight of lhe bridge is
137 tons with the longest span 142
feet. It will be moved by a special

truck through downtown Kansas City
on some Sunday in January 2006. The
bridge is known as the Penncoyd
bridge. (Kunsas City Stat ria Jim

+7 AMTRAK NEWS -1*

AMTRAK FINANCIAL CRITICS
DON'T HAVE THE FACTS
RIGHT

AND, they retuse to open their
minds to honest dialog and continue to
sti€k their heads in lhe lransportation
subsidy Black Hole. Thcy all say lhat
highway and airpon sLrbsidies are
'inveslments' yct always say Amtrak
and passenger trains arc'subsidies'
and 'money los€rs.' Us'ns this
analogy, autonobiles and highways
are the biggest 'money losers' of all.
Cas taxes and user fees pay less than
half of those costs (in many slales,
Arkansas included. l.lo gas laxcs are
used to pay for local and county rcads
- they are all built using property,
incom€ and sales hxes. Bonds arc also
us€d. lsn't this a subsidy? They call il
'lnvestment.' Tnxes are toxes, p€riod,
I say.

Add to rhis rhe billions in taxes we
pay for airports and air tra{Ic control.
User fees again don't cover half the
true cosls. To mak€ matters worse,
many airlines STILL are losing money
each year to lhe tune of billions of
dollars, even aller all rhis laxpayer
help. G€e.. . i f l  lhe pr ivate air l incs had
ro pay rhe aclual cost of flyinS, how
much would a ticke! cosl? (oprrt', rJ,

AMTRAK PRf,SIDENT CUNN
FIRED

An editorial in the Austin. lexas
Aunin Statesnen on Novenber 14,

2005 had some interesting points on
lhe firing of Amlrak President David
Gunn in early November. Quot€:
"Astonishingly enough, cunn was
canned not for doing a badjob, but for
doing a good one. Apparently he
thought his assignment was to make a
succ€ss of Amtrak, whil€ th€ Bush
administration se€ks Amtrak's
collapse.

In Cunn's three-y€ar tenur€, he had
made significant imprcvcments to the
system's ridership, equipment and
financial managemenl. DLrring that
period, passenger boadings were up 8
l/2 pcrcent overall, Iong-distance
trains wcre up 4 percent, and A[stin's
local route, lhe T€xas Ea8le, was up
by a robust 85 pcrcenl.

Meanwhile. Cunn's bosses at the
Arntrak board and Depanment of'l-ransponation allBushappointccs
- were lrying to bankrupt and
dismanllc the syslcm as assiduously as
lhey could. Thcir effons gav€ pause
even lo the Republican-controll€d
Senate, which recenlly gavc Amtrak a
sound endorsemcnt by aulhorizing a
$12 billion 'nfusion for rhe system
over th€ next six years.

The Amtrak board, in its decision to
terminat€ Gunn, primly questioned his
enthusiasm and commitment to the
job. Thc board failed to add that the
job n wanted Gunn to puAue so
enthusiastically was splilting up the
Amtrak system and attempting to farm
oul the pieces to states and private

investors, and to slash Amlrak's
aheady anorcxic inv€stm€nt in capilal
infrastructure. cunn, of course, knew
all of this to b€ a recip€ that would
doom the whole system.

In firing Gunn, an administration
notoriously plaSued with bad
managers got rid of an exceptionally
good one, one who had helped to right
the New York and Wash;ngton tsansit
systems and who looked to be on his
way to fiscally steadying thc
chronically ailing Amtrak.

The administration appcars 1o be
dctermincd to makc the tjnited Starcs
lhc world's only industrial nation lhal
doesn't provide ils citizens with th€
basic anrenity of intercity passengcr
rail service. Inslead. it is lr0nsfixed
with thc idea that U.S. passenSer
raikoads should bc the onc modc of
lransporlalion expected to survive
wilhout public subsidies, an economic
fiction that p€dains nowher€ else in
the world.

Cedainly, Amtrak has been beset
since i ts l97l  incept ion wi lh sl ingy
financing, petty polilics, fteight-
milroad sulkiness and fiequcntly inepl
management. But solving th€ system's
problems, and giving American! lhe
passenger-rail lravel oplion th€y
deserve, can't be accomplished by
running Amlrak off tb€ rails. It's time
for wiser hcads in Congr€ss to stop the
administration's train wreck."

A ES OF OTHER RAIL GROUPS

Nothing this month,

ARKANSAS RAILROADER Little RocK Chapter NRHS
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Tojoitt/Enew m.mbcrship in the Arftansas Railrcad Club (Linlc Rock Chapter National Rajlway Historical Sociery), fillout lhe form
below Arrutl do.s .t. 320 for localdlles (plus $22 for tbe nationalNRHS dues ifyou want rojoin lhe NRHS rhrouSh our chapr.r. a
lotal of '42 for both local and narionaldues). S€nd lo: Artdsas Raihoad Club, PO Box 9151. Nonh Litlle R@k AR 72t t9.

,TDDRESS

CITY STATE - ZIP

PHONI EMAIL

Send ch€ck, made oul lo thc Arkansas Raikond Club. PO Box 9151, Nonh Lifllc Rock AR 72119. Call 501-758-1340 tor morc
inlbmalion orvisn us on th€ web at hltp //w\vw.tniNrcalho.com nnd click on/fftdrrdr nditoadel. Our erna N

REMI'MBER THIRD TRICI(

P. B. ll/ooldridge

D ack in lhe good old days. before rarkoad management
I-rreduced force and cut off untold millions of railroad

employees, hiring out on a raikoad crealed for the
employee an entirely new world. Raihoads operate 165
days a year, day and night, in all kinds of weather. We
work€d 365 days a ycar.

Third Trick was known as the craveyard Shift, and back
then we struggled, along about 3 a.m., with Morpheus, ihc
god of Sleep. lJntil you gol seveml years senioriry, you
were usually limircd to Third Trick. Coffe€ help€d, bur not

I was never a day-sl€eper, and many I night I showed up
for duty sleepy and in a foul mood. I wcll remember back
in 1937 about I  a.m. on Third Tr ick at Lewisvi l le.
Arkansas when I fell asleep while copying a lmin order. I
was rudely awakened by the Dispatcheis clamorous
ring'ng bell, which was designed to awaken the dead. With
the train order styh6 slill fi|mly clutched in my right hand,
I responded to th€ Dhpatcheas call, and heard him say
"Lewhville. reDeal rhar order."

YOU W]LL COME TO KNOW
WISH]NG WILL AAKE IT SO

Embarassed beyond measure, I replied: "Slin, I'm
sorry, but lhe last word I gor was MESI." I feared rhe
worsl, bul Slirn forgave m€-

In th€ 1970s I can recall al l€ast 5 times when I delivered
order to freights bound for Shr€vepon, when all on the
caboose would be iast asleep. Trains to Shr€veport hcadcd
in the siding and would pass the depot ar 20 mph, and in
the absence of a bmkeman I'd pitch lhe hoop with rhc
clearance and orders on the back porch ofthe caboose.

I also recall Int€ one night when I called a nonhbound
out of Shreveporr on the mdio and rold him: "You arc
stuck for 3 northbound freights ahcady out ofTexarkana,
and you wi l l  fo l low them ou(."  When the 3 main l inc
nonhbounds had passed Lewisvillc, I callcd the Shreveporl
man and instructed him to "HtCHRALL." Bu( he didn'r as
the entire crcw was asleep. AR€r,10 minu(€s I jumped in
my car and drove 2 miles to a road crossing on thc
Shrev€po( Branch. I lit a r€d fusee and hiballed, but he
sr| l l  drdn r respond. He was nbout a hundrcd )ards soulh ot '
the crossing, but when l'd covered half the dislance fie
started movrnS.

There should be a law against workinga Third Trick!
WHEN YOU WERE A BOY
YOU WISHED UPON A STAR
IT WORKED THEN
U/M NOT TRY IT NOW?

WISHES ARE THE DREAMS WE DREAM
WHEN WE'RE AWAKE
THE CURTA]N OF NIGM W]LL PART
AND REVEAL WHAT IS IN YOUR HEART
AND IF YOU WISH LONG ENOUOH, STRONG ENOUGH

(Via P. B. Wooldridge, from the song "Wishing")

ARKANSAS RAILROADER. Little RocK ChaDter NRHS
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BACK TN TIIE DAYs. .
e$ dirins, ^d .tM ! bua '
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RAILROAD WRANGLE IN ARGENTA

by: cene HulI

In the mid 1880s, Arkansas was on the
\aestern fringe ofcivilization, as was most
everything west of the Mississippi fuver.
Scvcral peBons from Arkansas, including
politicians. held a "mass meeting" at the state
capitol on 6 January 1849. 'l'hey were to
'lnenorialize Congress in relation to the
survcy and establishment ofa railroad route
to Cali lblnia from somc point on the
Mississippi River (sic) through the State of
n rkansas. thc Indian l 'crritory. New Mexico
and Calilornia to the Pacilic Ocean."

Dclcgalcs from many statcs attended a
coDvontion at the Memphis exchange
building on 23 October 1849. l 'his pressure
brought results. On25 October 1850, a party
oIsurvcyors appeared on the bank ofthe
Arkansas River opposite Little Rock. They
wcrc govcrnme[t people locating the route
lbr a railroad from St.Louis to the Big Bend
ol llcd River near Irulton, Arkansas, and thcn
to thc Pacific Ocean.

On I I January 1853. thc state legislature
granted a charter for the Memphis & l-ittle
Rock Railroad. This was largely the result o1'
Memphis businessmerl. The next day,12
Jaruary 1853, a charter was gmnted in
Arkansas for the Cairo & Fulton Raihoad to
build from the Missouri-Arkansas border in
nonheast Arkansas, through Little Rock, to
Fulton.

Rails ofthe M&LR between Devalls Bluff
and a place on the north bank ofthe
Arkansas River opposite the "point ofrocks"
on the south bank, ftom which Little Rock
Bot its name. were completed 26 January

1862. A tumtable, machine shop and crude
little depot were built.

The Civil War was in progress.-lhc l.cdcral
army came marching up the -Arkansas Rrver
and on l0 September 1861 took posscssion
ofthe railroad. Thel built .r larger muehinr
shop and a six-stall roundhouse. l hc arca
around the railroad ternrinal was namcd
Huntersville, for William Huntcr.
superintendent oftlre railroad for thc nrmy.
A short way easl ofthe depot lhe arnly
constructcd a large warehousc, mcss halls
and co(als for livestock.

The M&LR was returned 10 the civilian
owners on 25 August 1865, ard it had bc 10
rebuih. Th. work was complctcd at 5:40
p.m. on I I /\pri l 1871, when thc nrayor of
DeValls Buffdrove the last spikc in l ionl ol '
the depot.

On 23 November 1853, the Ft. Smith Branob
ofthe Cairo & Fulton Railroad lilcd its
charter at the office ofthe Secrctary ol State.
No work was begun and on 22 January 1855
the name was changed to Little Rock & ft.
Smith Railroad, separate from thc Cairo &
Fulton. Cround was broken on the nortli
bank ofthe river 5 August 1869. A track
was laid to the water's edge so that supplies
could be unloaded from verboats. ln thc
late 1860s, the railroad purbhased about 227
acres of land and a half-mile nonh of rh.
river. It was bounded by the presont strccts -
Main and Magnolia; 2nd and 7th.

In March 1866, Mayor David F. Schall
surveyed a townsite where lhe railroad

Arkansas Railroader
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activity was beginning. The place was called
n rgenta and the plat included the present
area of Main to Locust Streets east-west and
the north bank ofthe Arkansas River and 8th
Street nofih-south. Thus, Huntersville was
replaced-

In October l869,work began as the Little
Rock & Irt.Snlilh started laying rails
no irward. A depot was built and soon was
beirrg surroundcd by new houses. Terminal
lhcilities wcrc al present 5th and Poplar
Strccts.

On 28 May 1870, the Cairo & Fulton began
gradirrg to lay rails northeaslward toward
Missouri. The work staded near present I lth
and Main Streels.

'I hc nuclci of lhree principle railroads of
.Argenta werc in place.

' lhc 
Cairo & Fulton was using lhc terminal

lacil i l ies ofthe l-itt lc Rock & fl. Smith.
During two ycars the C&F paid no rent and
cvcn ercotcd some buildings on LR&FS
propcrly. I his controversy finally was selllcd
and the C&1. built about thrcc-fourths ofa
nrilc of track southwestward toward lhe river
and cstablished a station called Baring Cross.
By February 1873 work had bcgun on a
largc freight house at Baring Cross, to be
lbllowed by a roundhouse and repair shops.
Soon a town was grcwing there.

It was quite obvious a bridge would be
nceded to cross the river to reach Little
Rock and the rails on to Fulton on Red
lliver. The bridgc would have a single-track
mainline and a wagon road on the upper
chords. This would replace a steam powered
ferry the C&F had been using.

The railroad was short ofcash, so the Baring
Cross Bridge Company was formed 8 April
1873. The railroad would have to pay a toll
charge for each locomotive and freight or
passenger car that used the bridge.

The Memphis & Little Rock had desertcd the
riverbank and relocated its track about six
blocks north, to th€ present Fourth Strect. A
depot was built, as well as a roundhousc and
call shops.

On I I December 1873, the Cairo & Fulton
entered into a contract which would pcrmit
the Memphis & Little Rock to use the C&F'
mail1 line from the Ft. Slnith Crossing, ovcr
the Baring Cross Bridgc to the fine ncw
"union station" in Little Rock. The Menrphis
road would have access to facilitics at lhc
station. 'fhey also could use the freight housc
to be constructed in Little Rock. This was
not exactly a strictly legal contract, since the
Cairo & Fulton did not own the Baring
Cross Bridge and had no 0ontrol over ils !sc.

Even so, the C&F urged the M&l,R k)
construct a track across the bwn ofArgcnta
to the edge ofthe C&F propeny. Whcn this
was done, the C&F would build 700 fcct ot
track from its main line between the town of
Baring Cross and the north end ofthe bridgc
to join the M&LR track. Thc two tm0ks
werejoin€d 5 January 1874 and the M&LI{
passengers were delivercd and received at
the Cairo & Fulton depot in Little Rock,
which actually became a "union station. '

On 2 June 1874, the Cairo & l-ulton was
absorbed by the St. Louis, Iron Mountain &
Southem, but the contract continued.

On 23 May 1887, the Memphis & Little
Rock was reorganized as the Little Rock &
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Memphis.

In 1889 the Rock Island was building south
liom Kansas into Indian Teritory closely
following the old Chisholm Trail. On 2 May
I 890, Congress established Oklahoma
Territory. When this area was opened to
white settlers it created a human flood.
Towns were built, industries appeared,
civilization advanced westward.

'l he Rock Island people saw this and
recognizcd the opportunity.

As a prclude, the St.. Louis, lron Mountain
& Southern decided in May 1893 to
terminate the contract with the LR&M.

'l 
hc wrangling actually began in 1886-1887

when thc SLIM&S built the 89-mile brancn
linc east fiom Bald Knob on the main hne ro
a conneclion into Memphis. fennessec using
the rails ofthe Frisco. After this, the
Sl,lM&S began to harass the M&LR to
deslroy its business. The lron Mountain
branch generally paralleled the Memphis &
Litt le Rock main l ine.

This information was revealed by a lawsuit
liled in Pulaski County Circuit Court lg May
1893 by Rudolph !'ink General Manager of
the M&LR, with an amendment filed 3 July
1893. Fink asked the coun for permission to
condemn a right-of-way from where the
cxtension track ofthe two railroadsjoined,
cl the present location of West Fifth ano
Willow Streets in North Little Rock, the
north end ofthe Baring Cross Bridge, and
liom the south end ofthe bridge to the
Union Depot. It was disclosed that the
SLIM&S controlled the majority ofslock of
the Baring Cross Bridge and also ofthe
Little Rock Junction Bridge, extending

across the dver from a connection with ue
end ofthe main line ofthe Little Rock & Ft.
Smith to a connection with the Little Rock.
Mississippi fuver & Texas, which was sold
to the Iron Mountain on I February 1887.
The LR&M contended there was adequate
bridge capacity for both railroads.

What disposition ofthe case was is
unknown, but a solution to the wrangling
was realized when the Little Rook &
Memphis was sold to the Choctaw &
Memphis Railroad on 25 October 1898. ,,\
hint was included in the title ofthe ne\\
company. Rudolph Fin( was general
manager and he realized the rnany
advantages if, or when, the entire lndial
Tenitory became a state.

From where the dcpot and terminal faciljtics
were located in Argenta, the conpany laicl
new rails on a sweeping curye soutbward
toward thc fiver, In March 1899, a contract
was signed to build the third railroad br.idge
across the Arkansas River at Little Rock. ll
was about one-halfmile downstrcam fiom
the Junction B dge. At the soutir end ol'thc
new bfidge the C&M built a fine two-srory
brick station and began layilg rails wcstward
toward Indian Tcrritory.

The bridge was completgd in December
1899 and on 30 June 1900 the Choctaw ec
Memphis was sold to rhc Choctaw,
Oklahoma & Gull The association witlr rhc
St, Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern was
ended.

The railroad wrangling in Argenta was
finished. -&

Arkansas Railyoader



1.2

/

o
q

!l
a
F

| l  19
o

n l

I

Io

o
.C

.,,I
p.

l.
z
IT
(,

t

o

q

(t

a

c

Fs'
cr .
o !
| l o

Ir
3b
sf,
fr
E i .

<I
Fl
2l
ull
(rl

cl
2l

3l
ol
2l(l
3l
ll
ol
ol:
5F
<l c
dli

7L-------
o
o
a
o



l 3

t}te Plclssllrac crlt Gr, scnnPre o:t crEcetytcl
Gene Hull

Aaron M. Machin, Missolri Pacific engineer and local chairman oflhe Brotherhood ofLocomotive
Engineers, in his office at North Little Rock in 1926. (C!i/hn HuI collcdian)

By a bit ofpolitical deceit, dre 8tr' Ward ofLittle Rock (on thc north bank ofthe Arkansas River) became a separate
c ity and soon became know[ as Argenta. It grew and thrived until October I 9 I 7. In the wan iDg days of World War
L Argenta became No(h Little Rock, but many people north ofthe river still called the plac€ Argenta for many
years. It is in this context that the title ofthis story was chosen.

Aaron M. Machin was destined to obtain a tavorable posit ion bcyond his home commLrnity. He was horD in
Zanesville, Ohio, 7 December I856 and began a successful and satisfying career by becorning an apprentice
machinist on the Marietta & Cincinnati Railway, which ran betwecn Cincinnnti and Belpre, Ohio. Itconnected at
Ciici'lnati with the Parkersburg Branch of the Baltimore & Ohio, giving through service betw€en Baltimore,
Cincinnati and St. Louis. He soon became a fireman and then was promoted to engineer.

In I 90 I Mach in was appointed to the position of road foreman ofengines on the Ccntral Va lley Div is ion. J ust three
months later he was appointed as master mechanic on the Missouri Pacific bctween Kansas City, Missouri and
Pueblo, Colorado with headquarters at Osauretomie (?), Kansas. Soon he was appointed as master mechanic for
th€ Mo. Pac. at Argenta, Arkansas shops.

In I 906 he became an €ngin€er, running locomotives between A rgenta an d Monroc, Lou is iana. ln I 908, Mach in
was elected as local chairman ofthe A.M. Machin Division 585 ofthe Brotherhood ofLocomotive Engineers
(named in his honor). On l4 October 1922 he was elected ceneral Chairman ofB ofLE, a position he held until
h€ retired in 1929, after 50 y€ars ofrailroad service.

Early in May 1933, Machin was taken to the hospital suffering from a heart ailment. A fcw days later he was
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improving and getting rcady to go home, at 2300 Pike Avenue At 4:00 a m. on Tuesday 16 May, the nurse at the

hoipital found him dead. lronically, Machin was a memberofth€ Board ofManagers ofall the MissouriPacific

Hospitals. Funeral service was by owens & company and burial was in the family plot in Mount Holly cemetery

on Broadway Stteet in Little Rock. This was one ofthe largest funerals ever held in the city

Th€ trait of public service was continu€d by h is son Percy H. Machin. He served continuously from 1 93 9 until his

death on 26 July 1968, as North Littte Rock city cl€rk. The city stre€t Railroad Avenue, running north from west

l8s streetthreeblocksw€st ofMain street,joiningPike Avenue beneath Interstate 40 overpass, was renam€d Percy

Machin Avenue. On 26 July 1968 he died after a fall at his home, about a month before his 78" birthday'
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