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Brand new PA #8001 hustles train #7, The Southemer \p the hill in Litde Rock in the summer of 1951. The
Alco's, both PA's and FA's, were "smokers". Working with an inspector at the service track in North Little
Rock, we never opened a cmnkcase inspection cover of an Alco that we did not find "metal shavings" on the
collection screen. The General Electric traction motors, generators and etc. on the Alco's worked good but Lhe
Alco power plantjust couldn't cut it. Mr. Dennison, the inspector, hated the Alco's and soon made a believer
out of me too. UohnA. Mills Dhotos)
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2OO1 OTTICERS/POSITIONS OF THE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLIJB

IBESDE!{I - John Hodkin, Jr., 506 Cordon St, N l-itlle Rock AR 721 17 4713 (501 945-2128)
VICE+RESIDENT - Jim Wakeficld, 3l6 Aubum Dr, Litlle Rock AR ?2205-2169 (501-664-0232)
IREASURER - Walter B. Walker,8423 Linda Ln,l-ittle Rock AR 72227 -5983 (50l-225-0826)
SEC&EIABy - I arnnry Hodkin, 506 Gordon St., N Linlc Rock AJt 72t l7-4713 (s0l -945-2128)

lDllOB - Ken Ziegenbein, I 023 Claycrl Cir, N Littlc Rock AR 72 I I 6,3 728 (50I -758- I 3 40)
NB!!IIBECIIR '-tlarid P. Hose. 3721 Idlewild, N I-ittle l(ock AR '72tt6 (sol-'771-t02s)

I:!-qIQCBABII!B - Jolm C. Joncs. I I ? Cottonwood. SheNood,^R ?2120-401 I (501-835-3729)
l  RIP ADVERI ISINC '  David I) .  I logc. 37: l  Idlcwi ld.  N Liule Rock AR 721l6 (501-771-1025)
I IOARD '01 -  Tonr Shook, 1716,{ lbcna Df.  l - iu lc l {ock AIr 7222?-3902 (501-225,8955)
!q\BD_tq? - Bill Bailcy, 8318 ltc)nerc Dr. Litrlc Rock ,{R 72127-3944 (s0l-224-6828)
I)OA]{D 03 Robin' lhomrs. l0930lt ivercrest l ) f#26.Li l t lcRockAl l .722l2-1412
llll\llu tL! - Ron Esscmran. i26 [sserrnan Ln, I)ovcf AR 72837-77i,t (501-]31-2030)
l lOAlt l )  05-Lconard Ihalnmcl lcf .2l  Hanolcr Dr.  L- i t l lc l tock.^l t  72209-2159 (501 562-8:31)

'I he AIU({NSAS RAlLltOAl) CLtit} is r non-trofil orgnnizr(ion of railrord rnd train rnthusi{sts (prot{rlypc trsirs, not modrl
tmins) thrl $ns tormed in 1969. Wo are also thc Lillle Rock Chaplcr i,f thc Nalionrl ltailway l{islorical Society. Wc m4l oo lhr
secotrr i  Sun(lays ofmost Inorths r tz p.m.

Ducs to join thc ARKANSAS RAILIiOAD CLUB arc currcrlly S20 a ycrr, rvhich ircludcs thc morrhlr A la Ms Railruutu,
nc*dorter. Ifyou'd likc lo join thc NRHS lhrough our club (lhus bcing r mcnrbcr of thc Littlc Rocl( ChsDtcr Nlllls and
nrrion.rl NRHS), you nust pay $17 a year more, bringiDg thc lo(al 10 $f,7 a ycar for both. Ducs arc rlways payable on Jrnuary
l" of(rclr ycar, but you mry psy rt rny time (mcmbcrshit will cxtcnd through llrc following ycar).

To join or renerv, scnd your [ame, address rtd photre numbcr plus dues to thc ARXANSAS RAILIIOAD CLUB' PO llOX
9151, NOlt l lt l,lTTLE I{OCK AR 72119, Crll 501-758-1340 for inform:rlion. Thc ncwslctter cditor's en.ril nddrcss is:
kcna4l l rainweather.com'IheArkansasRri l rotderispulonlhcWcbnotlhly,ntrdlhal :rddrcssis:
hltpr/www.trainwealler.com

The nc)i. nrceling of thc Arkrnsas Railroad Club will be SllIE1J-lANl!\RLll.rt thc usual placc, Pulaski
Ileights Presbyteri n Church. 4401 Woodlawn drivc in Litt lc l lock. Thc program will bcgin at 2 p.m.

NO COLOR TIIIS MONTII - Ljke I s id whcn I startcd using color in thc newslellcrs wilh thc November issue, I
wouldn'r use color cvery timc...only a faw issucs a year. This largely depends on available color subjects. stories, cosl. aDd
nr) 1ime nccded to run offall the nccded copics (about 5-6 hours).

MINUTES OF Mf,ETINGS will rcsumc soon.

2001 DUES ARf, DUE - Usc the cnclosed forms to submil your 2001 ducs. lfyou'vc already paid, pleasc ignore thc fbnD.

Look at your address label.-.il will say " l IIRU200l " ilyou've paid.

2001 ARKANSAS RAILROAD CALENDAR - TIIIS Wll,L BE OUR LAST CALENDAR..'the 2000/2001 calcndar

liolll lhc Arkansas l{ailroad Club contains 1.!! black & whitc failroad photos talicn in Arkansas ovcr thc years. 'l his is a !!L
|ONTH CAI,ENDAR stading in SepleDrbcr 2000, cnding l)eccmbcr 2001. l llE PRICII l l S BEIrN I{l':DIJCED ro $5
(rr  \  r f lus \  1.50 nu\r.rge l rrnJlr j |g ncr "rder.

Rnilroads/rrains includcd this tiDe lvill bc: Missouri Ilacilic, Anltrak. Union Pacifi0. LoLrisiana & Nodh\\€sl. Rock

tsiand. Arkansas Midland. Kansas Cliry Southcm, Soulhern l'acilic, Colton Ilclt 819 thcn and now, Missouri & tukansas.
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Delta Eagle, Transitank industial locomotive, DeQueen and Eastem, BNSF, plus some repeats ofroaalnames, but in a
different time period. Contributo$ include: Bill Bailey, Mike Adams, Gene Hull, John C. Jones, Randy Tardy, John Mills,
Robin Thomas, A. B. Simpkins, Thomas M. Binger, William Mone}peny, Gene Bailey, R. S. Plulrrmer, Peter Smykla, Jr.,
Jonathan Royce, William J. Flusa via Russcll Tedder, and Tom Shircliff.

Send any calendar orders to the Arkansas Railrcad Club, PO Box 9151, North Little Rock AR 72119.

2001 NRHS CONVENTION will bo held at St. Louis, June 19 ttuough 23, 2000. Three mainline excwsions arc planncd,
some possibly with steam- They are on June 19, 2l and 23. Ttuough January 1, regishation fees will be $20, going up to
$25 after that. Registration forms are available from: NRHS Convontion 2001, St Louis Chapter NRHS, 2129 Barrett
Slation Rd, St Louis MO 63131-1638. The oonvention's web site is: http://\l1\w.stlouisnrbs.org/oonv200l .html-

Thc 2002 convention will be hcld in Williams. Arizona. October 4-6. 2002.

ROBERT MCCLANAHAN'S wife died in November. We wish him well. [Iis addrcss is: 2106 We]lineton Dive. Pine
Blu|l :AR 71603-7628.

'Lhe following is for those who want to find
certain railroad-r€lated iiems, information,
or want to sell or trade such items with other
railfAns. w€ reserve lhe right to refirs€
lislings if de€rned inappropriate. The
Arkansas Railroad Club is not responsible
fbr misleading ads.

\ryANTED - Video or film of the Cotton
Belt Railroad talcn in the 1950s and 1960s.
Any amat€ur file suitable, sound not
necessary. Contact Charlie Harris in New
Zealand at Iailrc4dg@lpa{Igllz

1,4r. Hanis found our cLub on th€
trainweather,com web page. If anyone has
any of these films and doesn't have enail
access, jusl drop the club fhe information at
1,O Box 9151, North Li t t le RockAR721l9.
I'll tbrward ii to him.

FoR SALE - DeQueen & Easten 100'r'
Aftiversary T-shirts, $12 each plus $3
postag€. Send orders to and nake checks
payable to the Arkansas Railroad Club, PO
Box 9151, North Li t t le Rock AR 721I9.

WANTf,D - Infonnation on the Fort Smilh
& w€stem Railroad. My $eat gundfather
was a brakenan for them. He died in a Fain
accident in 1918, and I am looking for any
infonnation you might have. Contact
Clndee Bradley at @b4!@g!erd or send
any infonnalion to fie Arkansas Railroad

Club's addLess and il will be fo$\,arded to
clnd€e.

WANTED - Infornation on th€ history of
the Arkansas Valley Railroad. I know it
existed and was an extension of the Fort
Smidr Liltle Rock Railroad and rcach€d
Wagon€r Swilch, Indian Tenitory in 1886.
I am particularly interested inlhehisloryand
personnel involved with the laying of the
lracks to Wagoner Switch, LT. I folmd your
sit€ on the Inl€mel and thought you could
help. ContactMike Thompsonr 4022 Brown
Road, Coffelaille KS 673 3'7 -7 733, or emai,l
me a1 dovlcanna@h il. net.

WANTED - History of rhe old Missouri
Pacific Depot in Hot Springs and the old
Rock Island depot there. I was visiting Hot
Springs this spring and saw the restored
MoPac depot, but there was no information
on its history and I a,.n amazed that ftere are
no publications or photos ofthe old depots
located there. I've been an engineef for 34
years for the Erie, EL,. Auto-Train, Amtrak
and am a charter member of lhe Florida East
Coast Chaprer, NRHS. Send infonnatioD to
Waller E. Smith, email Wsnith@aol.com
(orjust send the infomation to the tukansas
Railroad Club and I will foruard.)

WANTf,D ' I am hoping anyone can steer
me toward the manufactulers ofthe trains is

us€ during thc late 1800s and 1900s.
Specifically those inthe Hol Spriigs area. I
am researching for use in the Hot Springs
Transportation Depot. Brenda creenway,
804 Central Ave, Hol SpriDgs AR 71901,
800-647-6336, bf cndar)lesacvlineart.com.
http://w\ rw.leqacvarl,com,

WANTED - My name is Michacl
Wisenfelder and I anr a R€searclt Assistant
fo r lhe Brookings Institution in Washing
DC. I am cuaently doing r€search on rbe
BONUS MARCH of 1932 which was a
World War I V€i€rans march on Washingtor
dudng the sunmef of 1932. They hoped ro
pctition Congress to give lhcm bonus thai
was originally due in 1945 bu! they needed
it to be payable immediaiely because ofthe
Depression. These velerans used the
railroads ftequendy nr theif irek across thc
U.S. and caused many disruptions. In sonre
cases. they commandeered irains and had
run-ins withRailroad Police. I aln interested
in primary sources ofinfonnation on lhese
events, suchas diaries, lctters. oral histodes.
etc. Ary hclp appreciated. Contact Michael
J Wisenfelder, The Brookings IDstinrte,
1775 Massachusetts Ave, N. W., Washinglon
DC 20036-2 t 8 8, mwisenfelder@brook.edu.
, 202-797 "6082.
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The address ofthe Sudace Transportation Board is: Office ofthe Secretary, Case Control Unit, 1925 K Street, Washington
DC 20423. The STB phone number fo! abandonment procedures (Office of Public Services) is: 202-565-1592. Ifyou
contact them, it would be handy to use the Docket Numbers. Their Web address is: http://wwwstb.dot.gov ifyou'd like the
complele
listirgs.

Thcse abandonrnent proposals have be€n ptinted in the Federal Register or have come directly fiom the Surface
Transportation Board. They will go in eff€ct ndess one ofthe following occurs: l) an offer oflinancial assistance is
received; 2) a rcquest for public use of the land is received (for instance, rails-to-trails); 3) petitions to reopen the case is
filed. Railroads, before they can file tlese "notices of exemption under CFR 1152 Subpart F," must certii/ that 1) no local
traffic has moved over the line fo. at least 2 years; 2) any overhead trafflc can be routed over other lines; 3) no formal
complaint filed by a user is pending and; 4) environmental reports, histodc reports, hansmittal letter, newspaper
publication, and Dotice to govemmental agencies have been met. Even though approval is granted for the raihoads to
abandon, it may be months or yeals before track is actually taken up.

wlST VIRGINIA - CSX - To abandon the Allegheny Division, ohio River Subdivision, from m.p. BN-o.63 to m.p. BN-
2.51 in Whe€ling, West Virginia, a distance of 1.88 miles. Final decision by February 16, 2001. (STB Docket No.
AB-55. Sub No. 583X. decidcd Novcmber 14. served November 21. 2000)

FLORIDA - FLORIDA MIDLAND RAILROAD CO. - To abandon the Leesbulg Branch,lrom m.p. 51:762.10 in
wildwood to m.p. ST'773.71 in Leesburg, Flroida, a distance of 13,23 miles. lncluded are the stations of
wildwood, Bamboo and Leesburg. Final decison by February 23, 2001. (STB Docket No. AB-325, Sub No. 2X,
decided November 15, served November 24,2000)

TEXAS - UNION PACIFIC/ALAMO GULF COAST RAILROAD CO, - To abandona 3.49 mile line on the Kenville
Subdivision (the Line) near Leon Springs fiom m.p. 256.00 near Russ€ll Park to m.p. 259.49 near Camp Stanley,
T€xas. Effective December 26, 2000. (STB Docket No. AB-33, Sub No, 162X, and STB Docket No. A8-576, Sub
No. 1X, decided November 15, served November 24,2000)

WISCONSIN - fOX VALLEY & WESTERN LTD' - To abandon the Green Bay-New London line, from m p 4 78 west
of creen Bay to m.p. 38.98 in New London, Wisconsin, a distance of 34.2 miles. Included are stations ofoneida,
Seymour, Black Creek and Shiocton. Final decision by March 2,2001. (STB Docket No AB-402, Sub No 8X,
decided November 22, served December l, 2000)

KANSAS - SOUTH KANSAS AND OKLAHOMA RAILROAD CO' - To abandon an 8-mile line between m p 109.0
at Iola and m.p.l 17.0 at Humboldt, Kansas and a s-mile line between m.P 382.0 at Sherwin and m.p. 387.0 at
Faulkner, Kansas. Effective January 3,2001 (STB DocketNo. 41471, sub No 3X, decided NoveEber 27,
served December 4, 2000)

DANGEROUS MO}'ES
(vinncennes, Indiana) - AA l8-year old

cotlege student was killed when he tried lo
roll und€r a moving train to get to the other
side of the tracks. The male student was

wamed not to uy, but he did anyw"y. Police
said he had jus! laken cocaine and had
alcohol in his blood. The moral is !o never
go under a fain, even if it's stopped or
movinS slowly (the train was moving l0

mph).

PHILIP ANSCIIUTZ SELLING SOMf,
SEARES

Philip Anschutz, fonner head of Southem

ARK,ANSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Chapter NRHS
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Pacific and now a vice chairmar of Union
Pacific, will selt about 2 rnillion shares of
UP stock out ofhis 13 million shares for
estale plarming pvrposes. (Lhion Pacifc

OLD ROCK ISLAND TRACK ON
TRACK

(Lee's Sumnit, M souri) - In a story I ran
a tbw years ago, th€ old mused Rock Island
lrack beh\,€en Kansas City and St. Louis was
obtained by the Missouri Central Railroad.
It is now starting to restore the tracks for
use. Residents of several citi€s including
Le€s's Summit had tried ro stop reactivation
of the tack since many houses had built up
to the tracks. However, a U.S, Colut of
Appeals has ruled in November that a new
environrnental study was not needed and the
Missoui Central can start the\aork. (Kanas
City Sta,

TRAIN SIMULATOR
Microsoft wili launch a computer game

called "Train Simulator," similar to its
popular Flight Sinulator. It is designed to
capitalize on the resurgence of interest in
mod€l trains. Microsoli's narket research
has armual model train sales worldwide as
$ I billion, up I 2% in the U.S. alone the past
y€ar. A recent demonstration of the new
garne at a train show in San Jose, Califomia
was very successful. Price for the new PC
sam€ will be 560 ro S8o. (Norenber 27
WallStreet Jaurnal)

CAMAS PRAIRIE GONE
The67-n1ile scenic Camas Prairie rail lirc

betweer Spalding and crangerville, Idaho
has been approved for abandonment. The
scenic line climbs 3,000 feet and has more
than 40 trestles. It was ioo expensive to

5

maintairL according to o\rner Camas Prairie
RailNet. The last train mn Wealnesday,
November 29, ting up in Spalding at 3 p.m.
Hulldleds of railfans and others have
photographed the line over th€ past sumrner
nd fall. (Spokane Spokesman Re|ie\|,
Noyenber 30, 2A0A)

10 MOST ENDANGERXD TRAIN
STATIONS

According to the Great Ame can Station
Fomdation's Nov€mber 27 press release,
th€ 1 0 most endang€red train stations in the
country arer Sacramento, Califomia; Omaha,
Nebraska; Osceola, Iowa; Bangor,
Michigan; One, Illinois; Cary, Indiana;
Bristol, Virginia; Sunol, Califomia; Sparta,
New Jersey; and Rural Retreat, Virginia.

DNNVf, R-SPOKANE SERVICE?
Washington State apples may eventually help start passenger train seryice again between Denver and Spokane. Since

Amhak now hauls a lot ofperishable items with its trains, it is thought that an apple contract would be enough to make the
rcute ofthe old Pioneer ercrkable agaill. (Denver Post, Novembet 18, 2000)

wORLDwIDtr - Trains Unlimited Tours is again offedng rail j ourneys worldwide in 2001.For a brochure and more infonnation call
800-359-48?0 or wite Trains Unlimited Tours, PO Box 1997, Porrola CA 96122. Th€ir email address is: rut@psln.com. Website:
httD://www.lraiDsunltdtours.coln

#-
*#"
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MISSOURI PACIFIC LINES - A CORPORATEHISTORY - Part l8 (Gene Hull)

F!otD

oonstructeil t ibea

To
taro

Coro!1eted Ulles

SaliL KDob
Augusta
\Yyrne
ltest Conn. , Memphis

3 ridge

Augusta
Wlrrtlo
Melrphls Bridge Con]1ection
!r isco Connectio!1

!2-29-86

L1-16-87

72.49

43.41

88 .94
erl?!f-6--€69aiyii8s€-.aerEkr.€F$-l
lJotc:- {hc I ' lvest l- lemphls Spurr '  (0.79 ntlo) was takcn u? in 1915. Soe ,\rthcr
Ullcagr ChaDe€s,r' flEtt+r

7, ltilk-rood Drancl Connectl.on!

l ' rom codlect lon lylth r l \1ln l ino 0.63 ni lo south of centcr of depot at Robcrt
r ivcnuc, St. lou1s, to j \rnctloa vr.th l , l lssour. i  lacif ic Ry. Klrkv/ood Sranqh at Broadvay,
comp le tca i  oc tobe r  1 ,  1888 .  U l l cagc  . . , .  0 .69
lJote:- 0.11 ml1c of th16 connection vss soLd to Thc issourl Pacif ic Rally/dy
Company ln 1904. Soe 'rother Milesgc Changcs," F4!|!5'6r Prosent long:th is 0.20

@..
6. tr'ort Smith li'apch {No\r cloortood B!anch):

lrol! corulectlon rvtth X. & A.V, Ry, Fort $nith Srarch, otr olal ArXansas-
Indian Tclrltory 1i!D at Fort SDtth. Arkandas, to o)ld of trock at Grogtrf,ooat,
Arl(ansas, co!rylctcd F€bfirary ?r 1889. l4i loage .,, . . . . . . .  77.63

' 6010r e!f-E! ! !-'*'^-gdt*,++tr5i{tq€3ri

9. tr'ourth Strcct Dcpot Spu!:

F oI' corirEotion vith rnaln llno 0,42 nl16 south of south lins of !1!$
Strcet in St. l ,ouls to cnd of traclr at Pou.rth Strcot d.epot, conplotod Apri l  I ,
1896 .  l j l 1 cag8  . . . . . . . 0 . 50

W
10, Jvory I I1cl i l ]c 1lack:

From H,3. on Enin Lino at Dos Peros Bridgo Junct ion to top of incl ine at
Ivort ,  perry,  conplctcd JcDlrary 1, 1904. l .4t leage , . , . . . . . .  0.54

.ftt !- tala F '. il|E_r1F-'&E-tel+&b

11. Ci lbcrt  Branchr

Frorn H.B. on main linc 519 fcet nolth of ccntcr of de?ot at Etdorc,
Arlonsasr to ond of t rack at Calvi t ,  Lquisisna I  corDplotod Junc 1r 1907.
I : t l c c g c  . , . . , . . . .  . , , . 5 7 . 4 9

--€rB!.ffi.€€.*@fl€.E,_-
-4ffi



ConBtr:uot€d. Ltrod -

i2. ld.E.& L. Copmection at ucc€hee:

- tr'lon tlaln lile comcction to right of way J.i!c, oonstmcted. in 1904.
U i t oagp  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  ,  .  . . . . 0 . 16

.€-:* -^^-tEVi.€ |I-f -ii.

?he ,,R1ver and Culfl' Uorteaeo

Otr May 1, L903, thi6 co4)any, havlD€ lurchaged th6 prolerty, rlghts and
francblses of tlr St.l,orls Val1oy Rallvrqy, tho White nlver nailosy Conpa)ry, tho
Meraphts, Ilelc&1 aril tgulsiaDa 8dllvray CO!o!E!y aDd t?to M€alphlr, IIo letra snd toulsia,Da
Rallroad ColtrI)arry, all of \ahlcb. Lines wole uldl€r ooNtnrctlo?r oad rrot yot coE]p1et6d,
plaood a fiist Eortgagg on tho lincs of thriso coltlE,ni.os, colstluctcd antl to bo
ooastlqctca, to soaurc au 1s6ue of four Ib! cetlt, thirty-ysar. gold bond.s, the
procoetls of vhich nole to be useil i.n tho acguloltlob ard conplotlo! of those lincs.
ghs niLcagc conlLotca u:d€! tho cbr,rtorB of thoso conloni€s aftcr thcir acquisiti.oa
by thls coll4)a,lg i6 Bhortl ulilc! the lodp€ctlve conpsJcleg ia Chapter fV. Ihis
hottgags t€ lolq|.! as tho rBlvor sDd culf Dlvldl@s Ftrst Uortgsge..r

ARKANSAS RAILROADER

sas ll andl CoDeotions at Holeaa

Flon North Corrlc otion oh Helena Brangh to North Corhcctiqn on Mldland
Sraach {0,05 !d1e}, and fron South Connoation on Mid.Land. Sratcb, 0,96 nile notth
of M. & N.A. Ry. crogrlDg, to connection witL Holena Srarlch (0.58 ni le) ,  cohpleted

" -u l y  1 ,  1910 .  t l i l oags  . . . , . . . . . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  0 .43

Total mtleagc corlstnrctdd



w. lu8cl{asEp rrxEs
- . . . .It lonrpnan -urancn l1411\7ay uorfpany:

' 
Incorporated undcr tho gpneral liilroadl l-a!r,s of Missouri by articles of

qssociation f i led in the off ice of th€ Socrotary of Stat6 of l i issouri,  July 18,
1882, Its l ine of road, from Neelewil le to Doniphan, tr l issouri,  was conpfetea
I, lay 1, 1883, ]9.99 rnl l .es, or, by lemoasurer€nt of L896 ...  20.50

Temlinl: Irroh H,3. connection \rlth nraln lino 865 feet rorth of ccnter of alepot
1 at Ncpleyvi l le to end of track at Doniphan.

W
Thc trvloperty, rlghts and franchlse6 of the corq)any vele purch^1soa by thc

St. l . I .M.& S. Ry.Co. by d.ecd dated Marcb 26. 1885, and tho olganization vr 'as no
longer naintained and ceased to ex1st.

2, Jackson Branch Ralhood. Con)palry:

Incorforatod under t} lc gcnorcl rai lroaal lavrs of Migsouri by art jclcs of
adsociatlon f l1ed in thc off icc of the Seclotary of Stato of Uissouri,  May 21,
1€03. Its l inc of road, fro! Al leryl11o to taclkson, Mlssouri,  lras complcl iodl
oc tobc r  15 ,  1884 ,  16 .50  r !11es ,  o r ,  by  l s reasu . roE f l t  o f  1696  . . . . , , . . . . , . . , . .  16 .51

TerTlllnl! tr'ron I{.3. coDnectioD vrlth BelEout 3!aJ1ch O.20 rDll€ rogt of ceEto! of
- depot at Allerville to otrdl of tradk at Jackson.

@

: The road r,?as constrrcted by the St.!.I.U. & S. Ry. under an agroerDnt wlth
. f,he. stockholalcrs of thc Jackson BraDch Italluay Conpauy, dAted october' 5, 1BBg.

th€ propelty, rlght s aud fra[chlsgs of the colllElJr sorc tr'rrgtlascd by tho
SI.I.I.M. ig S. ny.Co. !y d€6d dated Jaauary 6, 1885, and tho olganlzation of tho
co!qpe4/. was no longor rlai4talncd and coa66a[ to qlst.

3. I{anses City and Soutbcrp Rall\yas Cornpaqv!

tho flg! llounteilt and Helep. Rallload. &E!gEX vas ircorpoiatedl by ail aot
of the legislatuio of A ransa6, approvodl Doc€lnb€t 31, 1860 (Acts of Arkansas 1B5O-
186f p. 84). vhich authorizeai thc co[strgctlon of a raj. lroad.fron l ion Moutrtain,
or tbo Dorthcrn bounila,ry of tho Stato, to Eel€la, Arkansas, and llmited the tfiE
of cor(I)lction to fiftecD Jrcars fron passage of the aot. fho tlrne for conplotiott
!-tas exteadod by acts aplroved January 3Lr XB67 (Acts of Allcansas 1e57 p. B?),

'uafch 24, 1871. {Acts of Arkansas L8?1 p. 106), atd JaJ raly 31, 1877 (Acts of
Arler16as 1877 p. 21 , to Jabuary 31. 1882.

An act approved F€brualy 6, 1867 (,A,ots of Arlelxsas 1867 p. 1001 provtded
for alal in thc conEtruotion of tbe road.

lhe firBt 12 lDllos vas con?lotod itl 18t9r
Ma!lanr] , , ,25 rni . los, in 1880, and to Forrest CiW,
vas lolncasuroil i! 1893 ad found to bo

anal tbo road vas conpleteal to
42.60 hl lcs, in l-081. Ihe l ino

r . . . . . . . . . . ' . ' . . . . . . . . . . . .  42 .90



14.

lltchasoaL LiDeg

The sectlon flon llelenl to itralianna vas built on a 3 ft. 6 ln. gaug€,
vhich was chang€d. to sta.ndatd in 1t81, and the lj.nc thence i;o tr'orlest Ciiy, oom-
pleted on stardard gaugs. tggl

TQr:mini: lrom e4d of t lack of Cro:tXeyrs Ridge (Helena) Sranch at I 'orrest City
to ond of track on gouth line of l,ollisiara Stloet, lleJena'

@
4he property, rights ana flanohises of the compary vere convc}rcd by d€eal

dated lebruary 21, 1882, to the

Kansas cl.ty and soutlern nii!/ay conlaly, r/hioh vas lncorpolat€d lulde!
tl''e geneillEiliEa-iiwiii-iiGsoiif-i! aiticGs ot association fiLed in the
off ice of the secretary of stato, Jano io, fOeo. ny doed dated October 26, 1882'
thls conpany conveyed its fralchlgo, rai lroad and oqulpEsDt to the St.!, I .M. & 6.
Ry.Co., vh:ich deedl ronainotl in esc!.ow1viih the Mercantl lo TrrEt Co. of Now York
unti l  }ecenber 1, 1882, when it  was duly deLivered and thereafto!, on o! about
Dcccnber 15. 188?, possessio! of tha road. f lorn Forlest Clty to t l€lena'!. las d-o-
l ivered to the St.!. I .M. & S. Ry.Co. 3y vr 'ay of f \Ether asEuraDce of i i t le a
supplelrentary doedl of convcyanco, alatocl Februaly 12r 18€3, lvas giv6n to the
S I . I . I .M .&  S .  Ry .Co .  by  the  K .C .  4  3 ,  3y .Co .

No furthe! olSanizatiou was lE,lDtaired by etthe! the lron ldqunltain & Helona
X,R. Co. or th€ Rarsag Clty & Southeln Ry.Co., and those ccfirpani es oeasett to exlst.

4. Ihe Canden €,nd Aleraudl1a Rallwav C onpa[vr

Incolloratetl under thd gpne! 1 laiLroad. lafls of !,rl,ensas by alticles of
aEsociation f i led in +he off lco of tho Socr€tary of State of Arlansag, Aprt l  5,
1889. Its lir1e qf }oad., from Catd€u to El-dorado, Arl€usasr vas conpletod January
15 ,  1891 .  M l l ea€s  .  .  .  .  :  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . , . . " . . . . . . 52 .48

Termilllr nlom enti of track of I,ouisiana (ncnt Camden) 3!aach, 0.14 nilo gouth of
centor of depot ai Carnalen, to end of track of rrEl norado Spur'r' at
!1 Dorado,

'**o!4idroeirye*ffir€F*alL= €Fa1F-f{!:=el:

The propcrty ond franchises of the conlEny wele conveJed to the St.!. I .M. &
s. ny,co. by doed. datcd lxay 2' l  ,  L892, and the organization of the c.& A. Ry. co.
ves no lorger naintaincd cnd ceased to exist.

'

(al The Mississippi, ouachlta and Red River Railroaai Comla!v vas incofpo-
rated by f i l ing a charter in the off ice of ' ,r le Secretary of State of Arlansas under
the gencral corporation la!r' alDrqved Janualy 8, 1851 (Acts of Arkalsas LB50 p, B5),
and by € special act of the legislature aplroved January 22, 1854, rati fying saial
chalter {dcts of Arkansas 1854 p. 219}, and addit ioral act a}Droved JanuarT 14,
1857, alryroving a changp of route cnd validating t le f irst act, rhich vas dofective
by reasor of fai lure of thc Speaker of the Hogse of Representatives to sign lt
{Acts of Arkansas 185: p. 111). I ts l ine of road ertended froh Chicot, on thQ

Ir



t0

Aus t in  C i t y  Ra i l b /ay  (C l i f t on  to  Aus t i n ,  Nevada ,  2 .8  n i f es )  .
Ba ldw i r l  0 -4 -2 ,  shop  Na .  5586 ,  a t  C l i f t on ,  Nevada ,  May  788 .1  .
(G--ne IIul1 ca I fect ion )

THE MULE'S RELIEF

by: Gene Hul l

Austin, Nevada, is where it happened.

Before the transcontinental telegraph line
was conrpleted, the Pony Express riders
carried U.S. Mail across the western Indian
lands to San Flancisco. The telegraph was
conplcled on 24 October 1861, and the Pony
Express riders rode westward into the annals
ol history, victims of progress.

This westward route became the Centlal
Ovcrland Road, and in 1862, Ben Holladay
established a treight wagon-stage service along
this road.

Bill Talcott had been a rider for thc Pony
Express, and after the "talking wire" was
strung, he became a station agent lbr
Holladay's Overland Stage Company at
Jacobsville, Utah Territory. This was about
where Battle Mountain, Nevada, is today.
Nevada became a state in 1864.

The eastern half of present Nevada was
mostly a desolate land in 1862, and it was herc
that Bill Talcott rode on a prospecting trip that
Spring. It was an eroded desert land,
supporting a sparse growth ofjuniper, rabbit
brush, sage brush, and samphire with iG
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clusters of yellow flowers.

Sandy, gravelly soil reflected the heat of a
prc-summer sun. It was a brokel, hilly
country, a parched land of subtle colors, The
landscape was broken by hills, mesas and
ridges, abrupt and steeply sloping.

Bill was at the northern end of the Toiyabe
Range of hills, covered by dense stands of
juniper. Along the westem foothills of this
north-south range ran the linle stream of the
Reese River, which flowed northward and
disappeared as it sank into the desert near the
Jacobville station. Bill was about 80 miles
south of the station.

Clanrbering along the steep slope of one of
the Toiyabe fbothills, Bill discovered astratum
of silvcr ore. Such a find couldn't rcmain a
secret very long. Prospectors came like honey
bees to a clover field. By 1865 there were
10,000 citizens in a litde town called Austin
clinging to the crest of fte hill. The Reese
River Mining District was established, and thc
arca was consolidated into the Manhattan
Silver Mining Company in 1871.

Just 2.8 miles west of Austin the litde town
of Clifton was born. In 1880 a line of iron
rails was laid southward from Battle Mountain,
which was 50 miles east of Winnemucca on
the Central Pacific, to a terminal at Clifton,
93.5 miles south. It was in February 1880 the
Nevada Railway reached Clifton.

A very lucrative business developed
immcdiately for teamsters and stage drivers.
Civilization was invading the Nevada desert.
Hauling freight and people up the steep slope
to Austin raised a constant dust cloud between
Clifton and Austin.

Austin was a thriving town on a hi1l. The
Manhattan Silver Mining Company built a
stamp mill at Austin to crush the silver ore
before it was shipped out to a refinery. Allen
A. Cunis was superintendent ofthe mill and a
banker. Also, he was shrewd.

Allen asked the people of Austin to grant
him a dght-of-way from the terminal of the
Nevada Railway al Clifton to any poinr in
Austin. He was going to build a railroad! The
folks were happy to oblige. Rails and ties were
purchased from the Nevada Railway, which
became the Nevada Central Railroad on 2l
June 1887. Between May and early August of
1880 ties and rails were laid to the
International Hotel in Austin. The gradc
reached 7 l/2 percent and some curves wcre as
sharp as 40 degrees. The grade required the
use of a switchback to carry the rails up thc
hill. The track was laid with a gauge of threc
feet.

This was the Austin City Railway. Allen
Curtis surprised the people of Austin with his
choice of motive power - eleven flop-eared
mules! lt required all these "four legged"
locomotives to pull one car of ore up the hill
to the mill. The motive power often balked,
stopping a "train" in the middle of the street.
This soon became a joke to the folks in
Austin, and an embanassment to Curtis and
the other railway officials. At a board of
directors meeting for the Austin City Railway
a Mr. Paxton said, "Mules will be mules, my
friends, and the sight of these beasts stalling
on the city stieets is a disgrace to the
stockholders. "

The people ofAustin finally agreed the rails
and mules should be removed from the streets
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of their town. Curtis flatly refused.

"The Austin City Railway she is, and on the
city steets she stays. But, there is one thing
we can do. "

He ordercd a steam locomotive from the
Baldwin Locomotive Works. It was decided it
would be a "dulnlny" type engine with a wood
passenger car body enclosing the whole
englne.

In May 1881 a large packilg cnte ardved at
Battle Mountain on the Cenhal Pacific,
addressed to the Austin City Railway . Some of
the Austin officials must have been present,
because the cmte was dismantled there. The
hot Nevada sun glistened on the IIew passenger
car-locomotive, On the side ofthe carbody, in
bright gold leaf paint, was a large number 1,
and just above it was the name MULES
RELIEF!

A resounding cheer went up from the crcwd
of curious onlookers. A firc was built in the
firebox, and after a head of steam was raised,
the little contraption was taken for a short run
on the Nevada Railway track. Then it was
taken to the shop for some minor adjustment.
The next day, 31 May 1881, the engine was
run down to Clifton, where everybody in town
came to see it.

About 11:00 a.m. on 17 June the MULES
RELIEF rolled along the main street in Austin
with her bell ringing and whistle shrieking.
The whistles at the mill broke loose with a
bellowing welcome. The next day the little
engine took a clowd up the Nevada Railway a

few miles for a picnic. On 22 June she went to
work on her home road, hauling a car of
lumber up the hill at the amazing speed of five
miles an hour!

The engine had 33-inch diameter ddving
wheels, and 11 x l6-inch cylinders. She bore
Baldwin shop number 5586.

The eleven four-legged motive pow€r werc
Put out to pasturc.

In the summer of 1882 the Austin City
Railway trains ran at night because the tmck
was being repaircd during the day. The work
finally was completed, and MULES RELIEF
could work without her headlight buming. On
19 August the train slipped out of Austin and
started down the mountain for Clifton. For
some reason the brakes failed and gravity took
over. On one of the sharp cuNes fircman
Frank Duffy was thrcwn out ofthe passenger-
car cab. About 100 feet farther down the steep
slope the engine hit another curve, but
couldn't hold the rail. Engineer Andy Wright
was crushed to death in the wrcck.

The engine was rebuilt, but the wood shrcud
covered ody the rear end behind the steam
dome. She continued to charge up and down
Austin hill until the silver mines played out in
1889.

The MULES RELIEF chuffed gently along
the Nevada central rails northward toward
Battle Mountain. She disappeared into history,
along with the Pony Exprcss and Ben
Holladay's siagecoaches. .tl
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