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Rock Island accident investigation photo, no date (estimated early 1950s) or location given. It shows vividly what happens wh€n
someone rries to beat a train to a crossing and loses. The car in the photo was also made ofheavier material than those nade today.
(L. T. Walker co ection)
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The ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB is r non-profit org.niatior otrrilrord.nd trrin cnttusirsts ttrt wrs formcd in 1969. we are also
ah. Liltle Rock Ch.pte. ofthe Nstiotrrl Railwry llkto.icrl Socieay. W. m.ct on thc s.cond Sundrts of nost nonths $12 p.m. Aryon.
int€rested in lrniru is welcom.l

Du€s tojoin the ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB lrc currently $20,r ycnr, which includes ihc monthly/rlarsat naiboa.l* ncws| tr.t.
I fyou 'd l ike to jo in the NRHS through our  c lub ( thu3 being r  membcr of the L i t t l€  l {ock Clr {pter  NRIIS nd t r l t ionalNR}IS) ,  tou dust
pny $20 a yenr more, britrging th€ totsl to $40 a y€nr for both. Dues nr. rlwlls psyablc on Jrnuar! l"'ofench yesr, bul you mny ply nt
rny rime (menbership villerl.nd through the following year).

Tojoin or rcmw, r.nd your.rm., ddress rtrd photr..!mber plos dres to the ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB, PO DOX 9151,
NORTH LITTLf, ROCK AR ?2119. Crll 50I -758- | 340 for infornolion. Thc newdetle. ediaort .mril ndd r.ss is:
trsinsratrninw€nth€r.com Th. ArkrnsN R!ilrond.r is pul on thc Wcb monthly, nnd that nddr€ss is: hltpr//ww.tr.inlc!lhcr.com

THE NEXT MEETING ofthe Arkansas Railroad Club wil l  be Sunday, March 9,2003 rt 2 p.m. al our usual sitc,
Pulaski HeiShts Presbyterian Church,440l Woodlawn Drive in Little Rock (ust a few blocks offMarkham Streel).
Aocording to VP Russell Tedder, the March program will be a mystery gucsl with a mystcry program. All hc is
privileged to say about it is that the guest is a railroad author, photographer and historian and will be travcling over 300
miies to be with us. I would like to encourage as many as possible to attend what I believe will be a hiSh quality and
mosl interesling prograrn. As always, there will be snacks and drinks available aDd the public is inviled.

Future progmms lined up by our Vice PresideDt Russell Tedder includer John C Jones i,r April, Mike CondreD in
May, and our annualouting at Peler Smykla's Paperton Junction Southern Railroad in Pine Bl!ffin Septenrber.

EMAIL ADDRESSES Nf,tr lDED Ifyou didn't give us your€mail address when youjoirrcd or renewed dwould
l ike to, please email them 10: trains@trainwealhcr.com I wil l  occasionally cnrai l  members notioes ofspecial cvenls and
programs. l'hese email addresses will be strictly kept in+ouse.

2003 DUES ARE DUE - The 2003 dues for the Arkansas Railroad Club are due. Please get them in as soon as you
can. Dues are $20 club-only, $40 local and NRHS. To: Arkansas Railroad Club, PO Box 9151, North Litt le Rock AR
721 19. I had rcDewal forms in 1bc January issue.

ARAKNSAS RAILROAD CLUB PAST CALENDARS FoR SALf, - while going through some sluffin my homc office, I
fiound a few Arkansas Railroad Club black & wh ite pholo Cal€ndars of past years | 997 through 200 I . We had ann ua I calendars
from 1994 throueh 2001, but I don't have any 1994, 1995 or 1996 calendars left. All the pholos were taken in Arkansas.

lf you wanl any, send $ I for each p lus $2 postage (lotal 53) lo A*ansas Railroad Club, Po Box 9 I 5 I , North Little Rock AR
72119. I'll also bring some to th€ next meeting and you can save the postage. Here ate lbe years we slill have available along wilh
the photos in eachl

1997 (29 lefr) - Arkansas Central in Paris, Arkansas - l9l5; Cotton Belt Blue Streak in Camden, Arkansas '1937; UP 8444 on
World's Fair Special in Little Rock - 1984; Missouri Pacific fteight near Pine Bluff- 1980; American Orient Express 'Bmnson

Special'at Little Rock- 1995; Rock lsland4-6-2 #888 in Hot Springs 1938;Cotton Belt Caboose in Pine Bluff 1986;El
Dorado & W€sson 2-8-0 #15 in Wesson - 1957; Southem Pacific freight Pine Bluff- 1979; Wlite River Railway train near Cotter
- 1995; Fordyce & Princeton in Crossett 1987; Kansas city Southern 'Southem Belle' in Siloam Springs - 1968

2OO3 OFFICERS/POSITIONS OF THE ARXANSAS RAILROAD CLTJB
8&ESIDENI - Ron Essormm, 126 Essemar Ln, Dovcf AR 7243'7-'7754 (419-331-2030), shay473@cei.Dct
]If&ESIDENI - Russeu Tedder, 5019 Timber Creek Cir, N Little Rock AR 72116-6432 (501-771-9040), snedder@tukdsN.ner
TREASURER - Walter B. Walk.r, E42l Linda Ln, Littlc Rock AR 12227-59A3 O0I-225-0826), wwalke(t)aristotle.net
SESBEIA&Y - Jackic Roach, 4023 S Shackleford # | 42, Linl6 Rock AR 72204 (501-225-68 I 8)
EDITOR - Ken Ziegenbein, 1023 C laycDt Cir, N Linlc Rock AR ?21 l6-3 728 (501-758- I 140), ten@tninwcalher. com
NBSSDIBEqIO& -Tom shook, I 7 I 6 Albcrta Dr, Linle Rock AR 7?227-3902 (501 -225-895 5)
llI)IoGB4lEER - John c. Joncs, I I7 CotonwoDd, Sherwood AR 72120-401I (501-815-3?29).johnphnronur(liannotlr.n(l
l{ISTORIAN - Oene HDll, 3507 | Washirglon Ave #31, N Lillle Rock AR 721l4 (501'945-?386)
gq\B!!f - Robin Thomas, | 0980 Rilercr€sl Dr #26. Littlo Rock AR 72212-1412 (501-225-1952)
BOARD (M - Stanley WozencEn. 108 N Palm Sl, Lilllc Rock AR 72205-3827 (501-664-1301)
Ilq\BD{5 - Leonard Thal'nuellcr.2l Hmover D., t,itllc Rock Ax 7?209-2159 (501-56?-823l)
Eq\BL!6 - Jim Wakefield. I 16 Aubum Dr. Little Rock AR 72205-2769 (50t-664-0232J
BOARD '07 - Frcd Fiuers, 29009 Bandy Rd, Litle Rock AR'72223'9720 (501-821-2026), ccfillers@aol.coD
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1998 (6 left) - D&R #4 on excursion in Dadanelle in 1994; Reader RR 2-8-0 #108 on trip - 1965; UP and SP consist iust af(er
merger in Norih Linle Rock - 1997; BNSF mixed fteighl in Pine Bluff-1997; BNSF in Hoxie - I997; Arkansas & Missouri ,22
south of Winslow Tunnel - 1994;Olympic Torch train at Union Sradon Litrle Rock - 1996; Warren & Salin€ River 2-8-0 I702
Hermitage - 1960; Frisco fast fieight B. R. Junction - 1980; Missowi Pacific 4-6-2 #6624 with passenger exlra Union Sration in
Little Rock - l95l; H€l€na South\restem #300 at West H€l€na - l98l; UP excursion by Pacific Limired and th€ Arkansas
Railroad Club fiom dome car on the Wlite River line 1996; Missouri Pacific 4-4-2 #5534 in Van Buren - 1923: Amtrak Texas
Eagle Little Rock 1996.

1999 (l5 l€ft) - Louisiana & Northwest F7 and caboose at McNeil - 1979; Southem Pacific fieight leaving Pine BIuff- 1997;
BNSF fieight at Pine Bluff- 1998; Rock lsland #4428 during lastdaysofthe Rock at Fordyce 1980;No. 1702 sream engin€ on
lhe Warren & Saline Riverat Wanen l96lt KCS fieight south ofOgden t980s;Arkansas Midtand between Matvcm and
Mountain Pine l990si Ashley, Drew& Northern 2-8-0#l15 near Crossett l946iUP fr€ight past Union Starion in Lilrlc Rock
1997; KCS 'J' Class steam #905 during World War II ai DeQucen; Arkansas & Missouri at Chester - 1994: Missouri pacific E7's
wirh passenger#219 at Little Rock l96l ; M issout i Pacific 4-6-2 116629 at Mabe lvale 1947; Amtrak in rhe snow at t,ittle Rock
at night-  mid 1980s.

2000 (4jeft)  -  S! Louis & North Arkansas 4-4-0 #2 at Fr€eman l90l ;WhiteRiverRai lwayexcursionncarNorfolk-1998i
Wanen & Saline River at Wanen 1985; UP fieighl at Pine Bluff 1997; Missouri Pacific PA #8012 ar l_int€ Rock 1955i I_&N
on ths MissouriPacific in Briark 1980; Ashley, Drew & Nonhcm #125 arMonricello I946: KCS spec ia I passeng€r tra in ar
DeQueen-1996;Rocklsland2-8-0#lS8SalLi tr leRo€k unknown dateiCotton B€lt .Btue Srrcak'al  Camden Igt8tRcadcr
R R s p e c i a l a t W a l e r l o o . 1 9 6 8 i B N f r e i g h t a t W e s r M e m p h i s - 1 9 9 5 ; A r k a n s a s M i d l a n d S a n r a t ' r a h  t 9 9 9 .

2001 (our last calendar, 3 left - four cxlra pictures) KCS freiSht at Rich Mourrrain - 2000; BNSF tcaving Marion t99Si
MissouriPacif ic t raiD #3 al  Beebe I932; l .ouisiana & Nonhwesl I r7 at McNei l  l9?9;MoPac l ic ighl  at  Russel lv i l lc lgTl iUp
freighl i r  snow at Li t t le Rock 2000;Rocklsland|r7with'ChoclawRocket 'at l ,ulaski-1951;A.karsasMidlandalJoncsMil l -
2000;Corton Bek #819 wilh freight at Tcxarkana 195l; MoPac 'Delta Eagle'in Hclena- t950; Dceuccn & Easrem ticjght near
D ierks -  1979; MoPac €ngineer oi l ing whecls of steam engine f6608 l94l iSl 'spccial train throrgh Rison 1979i Trarsi laok
Porter at Fordyce - 1987; Missouri & Arkansas at Green Forest 1943i Ashley, Drcw & Nodhern 70-lonncrs ar Crosscn 19641
MoPac freight at  Hope - 1979;Amtrak'Tcxas Eagle'  in Li t l le Rock in snow,2000.

T , D . D A V I S D I E S  l ' . D  D a v i s w a s r n s l r u m c n t a l i n l h e r c s t o r a l i o n a n d o p e r a t i o n o l - C o l o n B e l t l j l 9 o u l o l P i n c B l u l l l l t o d i c d
Friday, January 24, 2003 al 83. He was cnginccr on many oflhe 8l9's excursions.

Thonras David "T.D." Davis Jr. ofLittlc Rock grew up wilh dre Cotton Beh railroad. I lis father, grandfathcr and brotlrcr irlso
w e r e r n i l r o a d m € n . l r o n r l 9 3 T t o l 9 4 2 , h c h c l p c d b u i l d a n d n u i n l a i n E n g i n e s 8 l 0 a n d 8 l 9 o f t h c o l d C o ( o n l l e h R a i l r o a d r t l , i n c
Bluft which at that time was operated by lhc St. Louis-Southwcstcrn Railroad Co. Engine 819 and its caboose wcre pul o display
al the Cotton Eelt  Museurn i r  Pine Blul i :  The engine operatcd publ ic cxcursio| ls out ofPin€ Blul  in thc 1980s.

Davis, who retired fron lhe railroad in 1984, after 44 years ol service, died from complications fionr Alzheinrer's disorsc al
Woodland Hi l ls Nursing and Rehab; l i ta l io Cc ter in Li l t le Rock I Iewas83.

Davis was bom on Junc 20, 1919. al Pinlj llluffto Thomas David Davis Sr. and Bonnie Burnetl I)nvis. llc had rwo brorhcrs and a
sisler. His father was a Cotton Belt engineer. His grandfather was a conductor thc Pine BlufT-based nrilroad. Also. bis brother, Jack
Dav is, was a Cotton Be lt conductof. Hc graduat€d liom Pine B lu ff H igh School in I 93 9.

In 1940, Davis slaned work with the railroad as a fireman. Aller two years, hc was drafted into thc tJ.S. Army. Durnrg World
War II, be was a locomotive engineer with lfie 745th Railway Operating Battalion irr thc China-Bunnr-lndia llrcatcr.

H e m a n i e d c w y n e t h l l r a n c i s o f P i n e B l u f f i n 1 9 4 0 . S h e d i c d i n I 9 9 4 . T h e y h a d a d a g h t e r .
Afterthe war, he resumed his careef with lhe Cotton Bcll and was subsequerlly promoted to enginccr. In 1933, the Soulhcrn

Pacific Raihoad took controlofthe Collon Belt.
His daught€r, Diane Elizab€th Davis, said her father often told stories about cows gening hil by trains or other accidents. In thc

1950s, Davis h€lped move old Engin€ 819 from Townsend Park to oakland Park in Pine Bluft In the €arly I980s, it was movcd 1o
and restored in the same facility in which il was built in the 1940s.

Davis lov€d woodworking and building lhi gs. He was a Mason, a membcr oflhe Sabara Shrinc Tenrple in I'inc BlLrlll t]fld a
longlime memb€r of Hawley M€morial United Methodist Churclr in I'inc Bhrfi: 'Railroad people will renrembcr hin] as having
workcd on the old 819 engine, but the rest oflhe people will remcmbcr him as jusl a lvondertul man," his daughier said.

(Sotne ofthis preceding story was obtainedfron d story prinrc.l in the,4tkansas Den'octut-Gazette by Enne Geotgc)

The fouo\ing is for those sho wml to find ccdai railrcad{elaied ilcms, infornalion, or wanr lo sellorlradc sucll ircms $ilh orh$r.illi'is ue

reservc thc righr lo retusc listings ifdeemcd inappropriale. The Arkansas Raikoad Club ism( rcsponsiblc lbr misleadingads-
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FOR SALE - Club m€mber Chuck
Crisler has a few former Amtrak F40
parts available for sale. The fleet of 63
remainjng units was sold for scrap late
last year. A handtul were resold to other
buy€rs, but the majority were cut. There
might still b€ one or two decenl units
lefr. Anyone interested in the care and
f€edins ofan F40 for 535.000 or so give
Mr. Crisler an enrail (p42@4rr.co'n).
l-he speed cortrollers, speedometers, and
cab control signal aspect repeat€rs I havc
are $75 each. The rrj-color marker lighls
from the iiont of the units are $50. 

'lhc

red cast iron marker light Fom the top of
the nose, and lhe headlights are $100. I
also have some number boards for $25. I
rcally didn't know what to ask for thesc
ilcms, but it goes to a good cause, 1hc
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Pacific Historical Soci€ti€s n€wslefler,
The Eagle.We were lucky enough to
obtain an engine€r's time (pay) book
iiom 1924 covering the trains he
operated between St. Louis & Jeffe$on
City, Missouri. One item of particular
inter€st were a few of the engines he
operared. In his book he listed €ngine
n u m b e r s  o f  2 4 0 6 , 2 4 0 8 , 2 4 3 2  &
2435. But in allth€ published roslers and
information I can fird, Missouri Pacific's
2400 series locomotives only wenl as
high as ensine ,2403. The ensjneer's
penmanship is excellent, so the numbers
are not being confused. Fo. example,
mistaking a nine for a four, elc. Any
suggeslions, leads or comments fiom
your memb€rship are welcome. I can bc

from car No. 9. These seats have rheir
original upholst€ry and are built to sit
level on a 16% grade. They have backs
that move forward and back, depending
on the direction of travel. Any
suggestions who I might contact? Email
me (eallopinc eoose(Aorodiev.net) or
phone l- l0 l-425-3586. (Sig Benson,
D€nver, Colorado)

WANTED - An 8xl0 (or any sizc)
COLOR photo of ihe Stungart depot.
Conlact Bi l l  Bai ley,8318 Reymere
Drive, Little Rock AR 72221-3944,5Ol-
224-6828.

FOR SALE - Remember that 'lhc

Arkansas Railroad Club has rhc
following books for sale: Reprinl ot'
GeneHull's classic Shottline Railtud.ll
of Afiansas, hardbound for $24.95 pl'rs
$5 shipping and the club's 120-paBe
book Railrcad Stations anl 7ruin!
Through Arkansat and the South\ks!.
for $29.95 plus $4.50 shipping. Order
through Whilc River Producrions, 24612
Anchor Ave, Buckl in MO 64631, 8?7,
787-2467. We have a few lefi locally as

via e-mai l  a t
upke€p of nry etc@classicnet.net or by mail at: Genc

Semon. i 1500 Maybelline Road, Nonh
Lit l le Rock, AR 721 l7-1886.

WANTED - Does anyon€ want lo buy a
1927 Santa Fe Pullman lower berth/seat
set with end pancls, Iights, and porter's
table? These are in original red Santa Fe
upholstery. They are Fom the Sanra Fc
car Dell Lake. I also have two or lhree
Manitou & Pike's P€ak Cog Ry scats

(hIp://wrv!v.4rr.com)

WANTED - The Missouri Pacific
Ilistorical Society wants to know ifthere
were any Moltac steam engines
numbered above 2403. Several MPHS
members bave beco working on an
anicle covering Missouri Pacific's
Passenger tmin operations on the Eastem
division to be printed in the Missouri

RAILROAD ABANDONMENT PROPOSALS
Th€ address ofthe Surface Tmnsportation Board is: Oflice oflhe Secretary, Case Contlol Unit, 1925 K Slre€t, Washington DC
20423. The STB phone number for abandonment procedures (Office ofPublic Services) isi 202-565- 1592. Ifyou conlact thcm, it
would be handy to use the Docket Numbers. Their Web address isr httpi//www.slb.dot.gov ifyou'd Iike thc complete lislings.

'fhcse abandonment proposals have been printed in the F€d€ral Register or have come directly from the Surface Transportation
Board. They will go in effect unless one of thc followinS occurs: I ) an offer of financ ial assistance is receiv€d; 2) a request for
public use of the land is receiv€d (for instance, rails-to-trails); 3) petitions to reopen the case is filed. Railroads, before they can filc
these "notices ofcxemption under CFR I 152 Subpart F," must certi$/ that l) no local traffic has moved over the line for al leasl 2
years;2) any overhead lraffic can be routcd over other linesr 3) no formal complaint filed by a us€r is pending and;4)
environmental reports, historic reports, transmittal letter, newspaper publication, and nolice to govemmental agencies have be€n
m€t. Even though approval is granted for the railroads to abandon, it may be months or y€ars before track is actuallytaken up.

IOWA - UNION PACIFIC - To abandon and discontinue service over a segment of line, know,t as the Eldora
Junction Line, extending from milepost 5.10 to milepost 6.22, a distance of 1.l2 miles, in Hardin County, IA. A
final decision will be issued by April 8, 2003. (STB Docket No. AB-33 (Sub-No. 168X, decided December 3 I ,
2002, served January 8,2003)

WEST VIRGINIA - NORI'OLK SOUTIIDRN - To abandon a 2.5-mile Iine ofmilroad between milepost FG-O.0 at
williamson and milepost FG-2.5 at Cinder€lla, in Mingo County, WV. Effective on February 8, 2003. (ISTB
Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 215X, decided January 2, served January 9, 2003)

ARKANSAS MILROADER- Little Rock Chapter NRHS
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WISCONSIN - UNION PACIFIC To abandon a2.00-mile line ofrailroad, known as the Menomonie Industrial

Lead, extending from milepost 0.90 near stout oak street to milepost 2.90 near r2th Avenue west, in Dunn
County, WL Effective on February9,2003. (STB Docket No. AB-33 (Sub-No. 190X, decided January 3. served
January 10, 200J)

WASHINGTON - BNSF - To abandon and discontinue service over a 0.17-mile line ofrailroad between Station 258
+ 07 and Station 267 + 00, in Seanle, King County, WA. Effectiv€ on February 15, 2003. (STB Dock€t No. A8_6
(Sub-No. 402X, decided January 9, served January 16,2003)

WASHINGTON - BNSF - To abandon a 0.24-mile line ofrajlroad between mileposr 28.10 and milepost 28.r4 near
McMillan, in Pi€rc€ County, WA. Effecrive on February 27, 2003. ([STB Docier No. A8_6 (Sub-No. 39?X,
decided Jaouary 15, served January 28, 2003)

Tf)G.s - MID-MICHIGAN RAILROAD, rNc, TExAs NORTHIASTERN DrvrsloN - To disconrinue service
over 10.51 miles ofrailroad between nil€post 662.54 in Denison and milepost 673.05 in sherman, in crayson
county, TX. The KATY railroad had apparently been given the right to abandon this Iine when MKT mersed wjth
MP but it had not been consummated. Effectjve on February 28, 2003. (STB Docket No. AB-164 (Sub_No. 7X,
decided January 24, served January 29, 2003)

KENTUCKY - CSX - To abandon an approximately 13.4-mile line ofrailroad between milepost CON 3.1 at
salisbury and milepost coN l6.5 near clear creek Junction in Floyd county, Ky. Effeqi! e on March B, 200l.
(STB Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 627X, decided February 5, served February I l, 2003)

ARKANSAS RAIL NEWS
BAR]NG AUTOMATI]D LOCOMOTIVI]S?

(Pine BIufl - Pine Bluff officials postponed a resolutioD in January bari,lg automatod Union Pacific loconolivcs
from operating within city limits uDtil a further study by a City CouDcil co,nmittee.

GENERAL RAIL NEWS
origjnal tender car. The locomolive was
donated in August of 1954 by the Frisco
RR to the Cily. It was placed within the
City's zoo and was protected by a fencc
and a roofuntil 1985. Reportedly, it ha
been repainted with the original paint
scheme and k€y equipment were
periodically oiled during the l0 years
that it remained in the zoo. Reportedly
before its delivery to the City the Frisco
RR had replaced ihe boilef flue pipes,
firebox bricks. wheel rims, friction
bearings and brake pads. It was also
reported lhat the Frisco RR made the
donation wilh a stipulation that it could
take the enginc back in the time ofwar,
if it was needed;hence the reason for the
replacements. The engine was delivered
with some minor parts removed and
some identifying plates removed as well.

When the city's zoo decided to enlarge
its exhibits the train was in the way, and
scrapping the engine was being
considered. Former raikoad employees
and enthusiasis, organiz€d the Sunbelt
RR Historical Trust, and approach€d

TOURIST LINE QUITS
(Mount Dotu, Florida) Last runs

were made February l5 and 22,2003 of
lhe Orlando & Mount Dora Railway
Company, a tourist line between Orlando
and Mount Dora, Florida. The company
also operated the Dora Doodlebug, a
reslored gasoline'powered pass€nger cal
lhat made short runs to Tavares. Signs of
trouble appeared in August, 2002 when
the railroad brought in the children's
attraction, Thomas the Tank Engine. The
engine attracted 29,600 passengers over
nine days, but the railroadh owners said
lheir expenses outpaced the $414,000
8ross. Also, the railroad lost of the
train's movie-star steam engine, which
fai led in March. Engine No.4 had
appeared in Rosewood and O Brother,
Wbere Arl Thou? The railroad is for

FRISCO 45OO FOR SALE?
(Tuka, Oklahona) ' The City of'l|llsz,

oklahoma h a$enpting to s€ll Frisco
#4500 (a 4-8"4 Northem) with its

the City in 1984 aboul preserving this
engine. The group wanled to reslore the
engine and eventually make il a lourisl
attraction with shor! rides. This endeavor
eventually failed due io lack of
community suppod and limired fund
raising succcss. It has ro be noted thal
the eftb s oflhe Sunbelt group back in
1984 probably prcseNed th€ 4500's

The engine cab instrumenralion has all
been removed fbr restoration as well as
many other major componentsi however,
many ofthe parls still remain un{estored
as of ihis dale. The Sunbeli group has
around 98-99% of all the parts removed
and safely stored and recendy were
shown 10 cxist to City represenmdves on
t1/22102.

Prior io delivery 1o the City, apparently
ihe Frisco RR had removed th€ asbestos
jacket ilom the boiler, and it appearc that
asbestos in ihe cab has been removed as
well. The engine is currendy sitting on a
railroad spur owned by SK&O RR in

ARK4NSAS MILROADER Little Rock Chaptet NRHS
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Owasso. OK less than l0 miles fiom
Tulsa.
Reportedly this engine is only one of
four that still exisr in the USA. Back in
the late 80's i1 was dcclared as bejng one
of two that exisred then which could
acluall,v be restored to operational

'Ihe 
Sunbelt groLrp indicated that that h

has an automatic revener. lt was built in
1942 by Baldwin l ,ocomot i le  Works at
Eddingstone, PA and Granville, IL. lt
was placed into service in November
1942 by the SLSF RR. l twas main ly
used liom St. Louis to Oklahoma City
betwccn 1942 to 19,17 for passenger tmrn
scrv icc.  Ai ler  1947,  i t  $as nra in ly  used
for  t fe ight  pul l ing and thcrr  rc l i red in
1950 (Note:  A ra i l road Druseu'n in
Dal las has the I i isco RR uni t  4501,
which is  Lhe s is ter  cngine to Lhc '1500).

Spcci l icr t ions:
4'8'4 Nodhcrn whccl pallcflri Standafd
caugei  Bui ldcr  I ' la le  / i  64.149i  Oi l ' luc led
boi lcr  (Bunkcr  C typc) ;  405 tons when
opcrct ionr l  (wiLh warcr  and l i re l  o i l
Dfivcr whcels had sandcr pipcs nr ir1n]l
o l  each wheel ;  Ovcra l l  length wi th
tendcr  car  is  approx 105 lecr ;  Cab rool
l'rolll ils is l6 lbct; Enginc widllr aboLrl
l0% lcct i  5400 HP; Cruis ing specd of90
mph 0cpo| ledly  could athur  100 MI ' l l ) i
Boostcf  enginc cquiPPcdi  Cof i in
Superhcatcri Walcr healed tcndcr clrri
Aulomat ic  Wbcel  Rcvcfscr i  Boi ler :
255PS1;Cyl indcrs:  28"  I lore/3 |  '  St roke;
Iender Caf  Capxci l ies l8K gal lons lbr
Wrte|  6.5K lbr  lnc l  o i l ;  DC powered

SencLator  tbr  e lecrr ica l  nccdsi  I landles
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20 degree turns under normal power and
l2 degree tums under slower condirions;
Asbestos boilerjackel had been fenrov€d
prior to be given to rhe Ciiy; Asbcslos in
ergineer's cab appears to have been

It is strongly rccomncnded that an)
serious poiential biddcrs for this lrair1
aciually check il out in person prior 1()
submitliDg a bid The Ciry hoped to send
out a weighted Requcst For Bids iD
December or January. Thcrc will
probably be some special stipulalions set
forth in the RFB.

More specific infornration on the
engine can be directed to Pele Butz,
curent  Sunbcl t  l , rcs idcnt .  a t  918 227-
2995 or  to Dor Skorvaga.  l ]xecut ive
Board Menrbcf ,  a l  918-299-182.1.  Othel
qucs( ions can be addrcsscd 1o Mikc Rccl .
City's Purchasing Serviccs Coordinator.
ar  918-596-7231,  FAX 918-596 7224,  o l
L,Dla i l r  nr ikcrcc l@ci .1 lsa.ok.us.

l l t  CORD Y[ , \ l l  FOR UP
Ur) ion I 'ac i l lc  Corp.  t )ostcd i ls  lau(h

draighl  year  o l  camLngs rmprovcmcnls
in 2002,  wi lh  nct  incomc nlcrcnsins by
19% to a rccord $1.34 b i l l ion,  comfarcd
1o $966 ln i l l ion in  2001.  Union Prc i l ic
poslcd $ l l  l6  b i l l ion in  opcfa lnrg
revcnues in 2002, a 3ol' incrcasc ovcr
2001's $ 10.8: l  b i l l l ( ' r .  Opcral ing
expenscs wcrc ! j8 .91 b i l l ion,  r  l%
increasc ovcr  2001's $8.81 b i l l iur .
Raihoad crnployee producuvrly tusc
6.7% 10 an a l l - t inrc record of2 l  mi l l ioo
gross ton-mi1es per employcc.

At the same time (something I can't
tully undcrsland). UP planned ro cut
1,000 jobs across ils sysicm. The
compan) plans to lay ofi up to 300
people by March and said 700 nrore
positions will not be filled in 2003 as
pcople leave or fetire. Union Pacific
cmploys about ,18,000 people.
UnioD l'!cific wants 10 crt cosls by up 1o
20 percent in 2003. becausc of concerns
about highef wages, increascd hcalth
carc cosls, higher fuel prices and soaring

Enrployee productivily incrcased 6 7
pcrcenl ibr thc year 2002. 1() a rccord 2 |
mi l l ion gross. lon |n i les movcd pcr
cmployee.  l in ion Paci f ic  sa id.  Union
Paci l lc  a lso sald i l  was pLr tL ins rcmotc
control devices in its locomotives thal
wi l l  bc Lrscd h ra i l  yards ' lhc 

movc Bi l l
e l inr inate thc n€cd lbr  enginccls  as ra lns
are parked and pul together in the yards.
Morc than 200 cnginccrs wi l l  no longef
bc ncedcd in l l rc  yr f t lc .  but  no d i rocr
layol l l  wcrc expcctcd

I}NSII  CUI 'S. 'OBS
Ci lnrs inrprovcd c l l ic icnc ics in

maint . l innrg and ovef iaul ing i ls  4.862'
uni t  locomol ive 0eet ,  I lur l i rg ton
Northcm and Santa Ijc has lir oughed
332 cnrp loyccs 1r1 threc d i i fcrcnl  shop
loc i r l ions in  car ly  . lanLrary 2001:  thc
loconrot ivc shops xt  Wcst  l lu  i rg ton.
Io 'a .  and 

' lopcka,  
Kansas and a l

BNSF's In lc$ay Locomol ivc Shop jn

Seal t le .  W.rshingto| r

AMTRAK NEWS

71 MONTHS IN JAIL
A fedemljudge on JaDuary 23,2003 seDterced Deborah' lheresa Meeks to 71 nronlhs iD. jai l  arrd th|ee years of

supervised;ele;seforherf i l ingofawfongf ir ldeathlawsuit involvingthel993dcrai lmenrr) fAmtrak'sSuDsetLi lni tcd
Da;senqer train. U.S. Districr Courr Judge tlcnry Wingate in Jackson, Mississippi also ordered Mecks to pay
'$1,060,000 

restitution, the amounl shc received in settlenert of a fraudulcnily filed wrongful death lawsuit.

Foty-seven people rtied in thc suDSet Limited passenger train derailmel1l olltside of Mobilc, Ala., on Sepl. 22, 1993.

The governneirt proved at trial tbat Meeks prepared and filed false marriage documents wbich stated that she had

mar;d an Amu;k employee five weeks before he was killed in the Sunset Limitcd crash. The cnployee died without

a will, and within a week ot' his death, Meeks successftllly petitioned to be designated adminislntor ofthe estate ̂nd

then filed a wrongful dealh lawsuil against Amtrak and others. Meeks perpetualed ller scheme with the assistance of

others wlro falsely clairncd that the marriagc had been performed
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Meeks reccived a settl€m€nt for $ 1,060,000 from Warrior and GulfNavigation, th€ owner ofthe river barge involved
in the derailmenl and a defendant in h€r wrongtul death action. She received approximately $523,000 after attorneys
fees and expenses, and used the proceeds ofher scheme to purchase a home and gifts for family menrbers. Meeks'
conviction was the result ofan investigation spanning several years by agents from the Amtrak Officc of Inspector
General, Office oflnvestigatiotls. (Antruk Nev,s Release)

When a palienger was asked aboutl the Sunset Litnilecl what he would do should the train be discohtinuad, he gdve
this responsc: "What would )iou .lo ifyau didnl haw thi.t hdin?" he Mid. "Take the bus? Cun tou sleep in a hed on th?
bus? Can you get out ofrour sedt and go to d central ploca where you can neet new.ftiends and pluy carcls or hate
convrcalions \rith lhem? (:sn lox cal a complete neal on thc hus? Do l,)ou hs\te norc than a dozcn pnfcssionals
looking outjbr wtr confort a/td \tell-being?

EXCURSIONS/SHOWS/EVENTS OF OTHER CLUBS
KENTUCKY - IIARTHtrLL - March 28-30, 2003 - Ridc, photograph and explorc thc Kentucky & Tcnnesscc ltuilway in thc
nrountains and val lcys ofthe Big South Fork Nal ional Rivcr and Recreat ion Arca in KcntLrcky. - lh is area was oncc rhe honre oi  rhe
Steams Coal & l,umber Company and ils many coal and logging acliviti€s. W€ will opcrate our spccial photo lieight on nll of rhe
useablc track betwecn lhe mill lown ofStearns and the coal trrinc encampment at Bhrc I lcron. Passcngcrs will ridc in tfic K&]
caboosc or on one ofthe fr€ight car$. In 2002, w€ conducled runbys at more than a dozu locatiors in halfa day. lI 2001. lvilh a
full day, w€ plan on also gerling rhosc locntions that we had lo pass up in 2002.

Regislralion is $59, and includes a monring and afienroon pholo licight over the K& l on Saturday, night photo scssions on bolh
I ' r iday and Saturday (Steve Ba yol l ia i l fan & Rai l road MaSazine in planning to co duct these sessiont,  cvcning sl idc and vidco
shows, Saturday cvenirg dinner,  and knr$ ofthe restored l la(hel l  coal mining canrp.  l1 clents are based at Barthel l ,  KcnLucky,
restored ibrmcr coal company town. Cabins rrc avai lablc in lhc t( 'wn ($95 per nighD by cal l ing thc Koger lhni ly at 888,550-574t|
(the family responsible for restoring the town). Tickets for thc wcckcnd arc availablc only through thc SOUTIIERN
APPALACIIIA RAILWAY MUSEUM, PO Aox 5870, Knoxvi l le ] 'N 37928. ' l  hc schcdulc is also avai lablc hrrc.  Barl  JcnniDss
willbe in charge ol lhc evenl.

ARKANSAS - PINE ALUFF Ssturdsy, ADri l  5,2003 AnnLral  Raj l roadiana and Modcl I ' rain Slrow al  thc Ar| l l  s|s I tai l road
MuseuN rn l , inc l l lu l f  Adnl ission is $4.00. I fyou'd I ikc to rcnt r  l rblo (8- lbol ,  $ l5 cach).  conlact Joe McCLrl lough. Cl lRl lS. I )o
Box 2044. Pinc Alu{ l  AR 716l3-2044. 870-535-8819.
OKLAHOMA - CLINTON - I legirni  gi  Apri l2003, Irrm|. l i l  isslalcdtobcginwcekcndtrainexcursionstothoQur|t7
Mountain Resort  in Wcstcrn Oklahonr.  A fcw excorsions wi l l  a lso trke placc i r  thc. lanuary thfough March t inrcl l l rnre ' lhe 90
nrinute excunio swj l lcost$l2lbradults.  I .armrai lwi l lusc thc samc coaches and crgincs i r  did j r  Nov€mber 2002 when
excursions were run irr and out ofClinlon. Farmrail is also considcring Roure 66 lhcnrcd trjps from Clinton to Elk City. Oklahoma
Conract Fannra il Sysrcm. Inc-, PO BoJ( | 750, C linlon OK 7360 | . (Art i.la in the Da ds Aloni,ry ti evs vi.r la.t'td\' 7 t .h)
ARKANSAS -. IACKSONVILLD -Sa(urday, Octobcr4,2003 - Thc Arkarsas Vnl lcy Modcl Rai l road Clrb s I in lr  Annral
Show and Solc ai  thc Jacksonvi l le Connnunity CcDtc. nai ing al930 a.n. Rcnlal l . rblcs arc $ l2 cach. For table rcnr l in l in lnar ion,
w r r c l o , ^ r k a n s a s V a l l e y M o d c l R a i h \ ) d d C l u b . P O B o x 4 ? l . N o r t h l - i l i l e R o c k A l t 7 2 l l 5 , 5 0 l - 4 5 4 - 7 1 1 9 ,

fojoin/reno\! rncmbcBhip in the Arkansas Rrilrofld Club (Liltlc l{ock ( h{rer Nalional Railway llis(orjcrl Socjcly), ill out thc Ibn bclN
.{nnu.t du.s rre $20 for localducs (plus $20li)t lle nationalNRllS dtr.s iiyou wrnt Loj,)iD lhc NIU lS dtroD8h our chlplcr. r l,)lalol $41) rir
bolh l@aland narioDaldues). Scncllo:  ansas Railroad Club.l'O lbx 915I, North Litllc Roct Al( 72119.

NAMIJ

ADDI{ESS

CITY

PI IONL EMAI I ,

S.nd check. madc our ro rhc Arkansas Raikoad Club. PO Box 9151. Nodh Li(lc Rock AR ?2119. Call 501-?i8-1140 for morc itrlbnnation or
visit uson the wcb ar http:/Arw$-tai veathcr.cop ^ndcllckonArka8d Raihoalef. Our cmail is !4i!!ilqa
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OUR TOWN : Trains a'comin' @2003 Arkansas Democrat-Gozette
by Richard AIIin

This column was published on January 28, 2003 and is rep nted by permission of the ,4 rkahsas Democrut-
Gazette.lt cannotbe teprinted without their further permission.

THERE'S NOTHING I'd rather do than get on Amtrak's Texas Eagle and go to Chicago. The bedrooms are
comfortable and the food is good. The staff is always pleasant and helpful. But the Texas Eagle is schedulcd
to anive in Little Rock at l:25 a.m. That's way past my bedtime.

It wasn't always that way. Our Town once had train schedules convenient for the potential passengers of
central Arkansas. And even the 1:25 a.m. arrival time would be manageable if the passenger could depend on
the time. But the Texas Eagle too often runs tardy. Sometimes it's an hour or more late, for reasons that only
Amtrak and th€ Union Pacific know. That means the passenger might have to wait an hour or morc in red-
eyed misery in Amtrak's austere waiting room at Little Rock.

That's not an option for most people. It's not an option for me. I'll look for other ways to get to Chicago.
IT'S THE SAME STORY tmveling south. The train that's headed for Dallas-Fort Worth, Austin and San
Antonio arrives in Our Town at 4:50 a.m., ifit's on time. We can ask: What kind ofschedule is that?

We suspect that Amtrak's management has padded out its time to accommodate the Eagle's notorious
practice ofrunning late. We think that it's time that our schedules be reconsidered and that Amtrak trains be
scheduled to arrive and depart Lilllc Rock at more convenient hou.s. Wc need a northbound train aniving in
Our'l'own between l0 and I I p.m. And southbound Eagles should anive and depart between 6 and 7 a.m.
Arkansans should not be inconvenicnced as much as they are by Amtrak, IT'S ADMITTIID that Amtrak in
its present form represents an old system that will havc to die before a ncw system can take i1s place.

One day trains will crisscross the United States at speeds approaching 200 miles per hour. They will run on
tracks as smooth as pool tables, and thcy will give our nation the proper form ofmass transit it needs. But
that's going to be a long time away. Our nation, the richest and most advanced in the world, has one ofthe
world's most inadequate mass transit systems. Our love affair with the automobile and its marriage to thc
irterstate roadway system is creating traffic nightmares.

Hindsight is 1oo easy a tool to use for explaining away our problems. But if we had spent on public rail
transportation what we spend trying to make commercial aviation the end all in moving passengers, we
would have an efficient means ofgetting about in this country.

And what did the airlines do for us? Well, we can get from Little Rock to Chicago and Ncw York quickly.
Wc can't, as we did in the old days, get to Searcy or McGehee or Memphis unless we drive. All those towns
wcrc once connecled to Lil l le Rock by lrain.

It's no longer a question ofwhether widespread rail lransportation is coming back to thc tJnited Slates. The
question is when? One day in the indeterminate future Our Town will be connected by super-fast trains to St.
Louis, Memphis, Dallas and New Orleans. A dwindling supply ofoil and the need for moving masses of
people economically and efficiently will make rail transportation an absolute necessity. CONSIDER HOW
EXPENSIVE and uneconomical air travel is. Look at a map ofthe city ofLittle Rock. Thc land occupied by
Adams Field is as big, or bigger, than Little Rock's entire downtown LaGuardia Airport in New York would
occupy a large part of Manhattan Island.

Rail terminals, on the other hand, occupy a compact space in the centers ofcities Passengers can often
walk to their destinations from their trains. Not so wilh airplanes, which often are 10, 20 or 30 miles from
where a passenger wants to be.

It'll happen one day. Most ofus will be gone when it does. But a fast, efficient rail system is inevitable. If
you're around, remember what I said.

(Richard .4llin's Our Town column appears Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and alternale Sundays.)
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D&RGW dcpot at Silvcnon, Colorddo, dynamited five minutcs bcfo.E the narow gauge train arived from Durango on Friday, 12
Scptember, | 975. Bouldcr Moudtain is in the backgronnd. (Cene Hull photo)

IJNSOL\/ED MYSTEFIYI
OR

\,fHO BLO\,YED UP TIIE DEPOT?
GENEEULI,

Please excuse the broken Erylish in the title, it is for shock effect. In September 1975, Naomi and I
decided to make another journey to Colorado; something we had done often, since our 3Gday honeymoon
at Colorado Springs in October 1 .

The magnificent groves of aspetr Oirch) trecs were promising a grand aDd glorious display of their famous
colouring; as if liquid gold bad been poured on mountain peaks ard allowed to trickle down the slopes. In
addition, the r€mnant of the once vast domain of narrow gauge railroading still was activc between
Durango ard Silverton, 45 miles up the amazing canyon of the RIO de los ANMAS (Spanish for River of
fte l,ost Souls)

Who could resist such a siren call? We answercd this call and many more during the following years.
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We arrived at Durango and reserved a motel room a block east of the depot. Unfortunately, there were no
tickets available aboard the train to Silverton for several days. I spent a large portion of the day
photo$aphing the D&RGW yards.

The next morning w€ leisurely drove the 49 miles of the fabulous U.S. Highway 550 to Silvefion. We
stopped for a few minutes to enjoy the view of Silverton from above, high on Sultan Mountain. At the
Grand Impedal Hotel we turned east and drove to the D&RGW depot, just four blocks.

What a shockl

It laid there like a huge dead animal with much of its skeleton exposed. The south end of the depot (the
baggage room) was in a shambles. I made the photo shown with this article. A clerk in the newspaper
office told me what had happened.

At the same time the "Silverton" train was scheduled to arrive, the depot was badly damaged by a violent
explosion on Friday, 12 September 1975. The police investigation rcveled that a seven-minute length of
fuse had exploded a charge of dynamite under the south end of the depot, scattering debris across the
track. The fickle hand of fate decrced that the train would be five minutes late that day. I am verv slad I
was unable to get tickets tbr the train.

Two days before, two men were arrested for rolling a boulder down a steep slope, striking the motor car
following the train to extinguish any fircs that may have been caused by sparks from the locomotive.

Rewards totaling $2,000 were offe.ed for apprehension and conviction of the ones responsible for the
explosion. There was no known reason for such hatred for the railroad. Much of thc town's economy
depends upon the passengers. No a ests were made, and there was no repeat of the incident.

The D&RGW, several yeals earlier, had given the depot to the San Juan County Historical Society for
preservation. The structure was rebuilt. <?
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ToP-Wisconsin Central westbound ii€ight north ofDuplain, Wisconsin in a stotm in 2000. (Ricb) Shuttlewotth phata)
BOTTOM-SnoW was falling as tbis southbound Union Pacific Iieigbt passed Union Station in Littl€ Rock January 12, 2003.
(Ken ziesenbein phato)
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TOP PHOTO - Eastem Shore Railroad floavferry operation! Ariving in Little Creek,
Virginia Beach. Virginia. after crossing mou(h ofCh;sapeake Bay fro; Cape ahartes,
vrrgrnra. lhe I.eny barge wil l mate wirh '.bridge.. and lracks in foreground. Barge is 300
feet long and 4 tracks wide! Tug is ex-pennsy!; PHOTO JUST An-OVf _ E*t".n
Shore Railroad train in Little Creek yard. Train will leave for pofilock (NS,s rnarsleling
yard for Norfolk. Virginia - Tidewater; as soon as crew gets back from iunch and orders
ln yaru master s oltice (white building ar right). Ferry loading is ar far end of yard.
lfhotos taken in Augu 2002 by club nenber Joe Webb)


