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COVER: Union Station in Hot Springs, Arkansas, AugusM, 1970. This station, which is now

a restauunt (The Sawmill Restaurant) may be purchased by the city and made into a museum,

office. (M.D. Mccaner Dhoto)
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I994 OFFICERS OF THE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB

PRXSIDffI - Uatt litchie
F0 lox 2893
Russellville 72801-2893
501-967 -6621

TnBiSIJRER - Dick Byld
12 llintoood D!
Little nock IR 72207
50r-225-1354

!!MR - Ken Ziegenb€in
905 Valerie Dr

Lit e nock AR 72118-3160
501-758-1340

[ISTonIN - R. li, Iccuire
114 llce St
tittle Rock lR 72205
501-375-1738

&!8D - Robin Tholas '95
10980 Rivelclest Dr ,26
Little Rock M 72212-1412
50t-225-1952

4)I8D - IoD sbircliff '97
129 Jessica Dr
Sheroood lR 72120-3{29
501-83{-4914

VICE-?RISIDXI|T - Tou Shook
1716 Alberta Dr
tittle Rock tR 72207-3902
50L-225-8955

SBcRnIAnY - sharon Ritctrie
FO Box 2893
Russellville lR 72801-2893
50t-967-6621

ilnUoIAr RXS DIR - Dick Davis
P0 Bor 45316
Little lock AR 72214-5316
501-378-833S

&AlD - Stanley [olencraft '9{

4IXD -

t0 Box 1938
LitUe Rock ,\R 72203-1938
50i-564-3301

Pete! tuykla '96
2800 l{est 37th
P.ine Bluff AR ?i603
501-535-472{

Joh flodkin, Jr. '98
506 Coldon St
I t.it e Rock AR R 7211t
501-945-2128
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Thc ncxt meeting of the Arkansas Railroad Club will be held on SUNDAY. MAY 15 in
PINE BLUFF at tho Union Station (notice its the THIRD Sunday instoad of the second
Sunday this month due to Mother's Day being on the second Sunday). Time will be 2 p,m.

Thc program will consist of a presentation by the Cotton Belt singers, relating Cotton Belt
stodes. Thc Cotton B€lt Singers are Willie Mccl€ndon, Samuel Rice, Washington Ficklin
.md Theo Rodge$, Rcfreshments will be prcxidcd. Like always, this and othor Arkansas
Railroad Club meetings are open to the public.

FUTURE PROGRAMS include : GM&O bv David Johnston in Juncr thc Atlanta NRHS
Convention by Dick Davis in July.

lryl CALENDAR SALE!! - Our 1994 calcndars arc only $5 each. We still have a few left.
Order yours from our club address. Postage is included,
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1995 CALENDAR PHOTOS WANTED - The fo.mat and picturc typcs will be similar to last
years . . . that is, wc will havc a contest of photo entries, picking 13 to go into the 1995
calendar (there willbo a cover photo this timc).

Photos can bc cithcr color or black and white, 3/: x 5 inchcs or larger. Photos only, plcasc.
Ifyou have a slide, havc a print madc first. You must be a membcr ofthc Arkansas Railroad
Club to cnter thc contest, Ifyou are not a ncmber, you must join before we will acccpt your
photo. Like last year, photos can bo ofany railroad-related subject illukg$as past or
prcscnt. Photos in your collection, but not taken by you, may also bc cntcrcd, but must bc of
Arkansas subjccts (thc actual photographer must thcn give his/hcr permission to publish the
Dhoto).

Like last ycar, thcrc will bc a committee to pick the 13 winncrs (the cover shot will bc votad
on by our ncnlbcrship at thc July 10th mccting). DEADLINE for cntries willbe JULY l0 at
thc club mccting. Judging willbe donc that day.

Scnd your cntriss to Photos, Arkansas Railroad Club, PO Box 9151, North Litdc
Rrrck AR 721 19. Thcy will be returncd aftcr thc calendar is p ntcd.

NEW MEMBERS THIS MONTH:
DAN HALL, 8600 Harvard Dr. Fort Smith AR 72903

ATI-AN'IA CONVENTION will bc hcld Junc 20-26 in Atlanta. $21) rcgisrration fce.
Contact tho Atlanta Chaptcr NRHS, PO Box 66, Dccatur GA 30031. You must
givc your NRHS numbcr to rcgistcr,

NOTtrS FROM BART - Barton Jcnnings of Knoxvillc, TN, former club prcsident, continues
to hold track courscs, thc last onc at thc Tcnnesscc Vallcy Railroad in Chattanooga. Bart
also rcccntly visitcd thc Pucblo tcst track in Colorado whcrc thcy test various locomotivcs,
trucks, rail$, ctc. Hc also visitcd many othcr locations, including: thc Rathole ncar Camp
Austin; Ccmcntvillc, Indiana, whcrc a potontial $hortline may start. Tho military facility thcrc
has 2 Baldwins plus about 20 l0-ton Plymouths; burcd thc NS Sevier Yard; Saw a bt of CSX
activity on thc way b Charlcston.

Thc CSX is running naar capacity on its linc$ and has a crcw shortagc on soms sgctions in
thc Southcast, as does the UP in Nolth Littlc Rock apparcntly. - Due to age and mctal
dctcrioration, Southcm 4501 is gctting a ncw smokcstack. - Thc UP/NS coal uains to
Gcorgia havc cvcnly split powcr when coming through Chattanooga. - Kcvin EuDaly is
looking for MP pictures for a scries ofbooks. Write him at 6545 Sccnic Drive, Kansas City
MO 64133. Tcll him Bart sent you (it could gct Bart a book). - There is an excellent articlc on
insurancc probfcms in Ruilfan. - Bart said hc has indecd changcd ovcr tho ycaru: ho put on 5
pounds, and its NOT knowledge.

MILFAN DIRECTORY - Goldon Moocyhan, The Railfan Dircrtory, PO Box 2328, Myftie
Bcach SC 29578-2328 would likc names and addresses of railfans from around tbe country so
hc can publish a Railfan Dircctory in early 1995. This dir€ctory would allow railfans visiting
unfamiliar arcas to contact local railfans for information on culrcnt operations. To bc listed,
FREE ofcharge, he'd like you to send him your name, address and raihoad(s) that you can
provide information on. Your phonc numbcr is OPTIONAI. Hc cstimates the cost of thc
book, in early 1995, willbc $15 or $20.

BUS TRIP TO RIDE 1522? - ROBIN TIIOMAS blought up at the April 10 mecting the
possibility ofchadcring a bus or van to takc mcmbcrs to West Plains, Missouri on Sunday,
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June 19 to de behird Frisco 1522 on its trip to Jonesboro (see schedule elsewhcre in this
newsletter). The bus would then pick up evcrybody at Jonesboro and bring them back to
North Little Rock. YOU WOULD BE TOTALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR GETTING
YOUR TRAIN TICKETS FROM THE ST. LOUIS CHAPTER (see ad elsewhere in
ncwslettef). (Of course, you could just de the bushan up there, watch tho train come in and
lcave West Plains, then ridc to Jonesboro on the bus and watch it come in thele as wcll, I
suppose). Anyway, ifyou'd like to ride the bus, contact Robin Thomas at PO Box 9151, North
Little Rock AR 72119. You can cut out and scnd in the coupon located oD thc same page
with the 1522 schedule, ifyou'd like. Again, riding the bus does NOT mean your train tickets
are included. lt's about 4 to 4/! houls from North Little Rock to West Plains, so we'd have to
lcave around 6 or 630 a.m.

NEWS TIIIS ISSUE updated through April 13. DEADLINE for the June issuc will be at thc
May 15 mceting. This issue nailed April 2tl or 29.

ARKANSAS MIL NEIIS

'DELIA IIERITAGE TRAIL' - (Lcxa) Arkansas has a ncwstatc park, thc longcst and m()st
narrow park in thc statc, callod thc "Delta Hcritagc Trail." It runs akrng and lfi)-yards either
$idc of thc right-of-way of Union Pacific's formcr Missouri Pacific rail linc through castcrn
Arkansa$ from laxa (near Helena) k) Cyprcs$ Bend (ncar Mccchcc). This linc was oncc
uscd by thc famouli De&a Edgl€ of MoP famc. Track is still on thc line from Snow Iakc to
C,)press Bend and is now owned by thc Arkansas Highway Dcpartmcnt. Part of the line could
bc used as a rail excursion linc while allor part ofthe line will probably becomc a
hikingtbiking trail, part of the "Rails-to-Trail$" Conscrvancf.

Arkansas statc parks arc in necd 0f moncy to holp this and othcr parks, howcvcr, and therc
will be a propo$al on the Novcmbcr 1994 Arkansas ballot to incrca$c thc salos tai( by 1/8 of
17o to help fund Arkansas parks. It is urgod that wo wdtc our representativcs k) support thiii
project.

Park rangcr for the new statc park is nonc othcr than our ncw Club Membcr CLIFF
FERRELL of HC64 Box 16282, Star City AR 71667-9802. Cliff i$ a former policcman ar
Warren and scrved as Dcputy Sheriff in both Lincoln and Clcvcland Countics. Also, mcmber
LYNN CAINES, on the Covcrmrr's Task Forcc, Rails to Trails Conscrvancy, was vcry
helpful in getting this abandoncd linc prcscrvcd a.s a statc park. His addrcss is 1803 Belmoor
Ave, Pinc Bluff AR 71601-6113. Thank Lynn. (The Rails-to-Trails Conservancy is a group
dcdicated to prcserving abandoncd rail rights<rt'-way tbr hiking use and possible rail use
again. In the ca$c of the Dolta Heritage Trail, Union Pacific hlLs six ycars to rcclaim thc linc
for rail usc).

On a single gallon of fuel, railrcads can movv a ton offreigfu thrce times as far at a nuck can
move that samc lon,

RAIL HIKE HELD - (Shirley) ' On March 12, a flcld trip wa$ hold along thc hiiitoric M&NA
railroad trailfrom Shirley to Cr)ttrell Ccmctcry by the Littlc Rcd River Audobon Society. (l
had no nolicc of this hike). (News, Van Burc4 March 10)
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NEW CROSSING - (Hope) - On March 7, thc UP and Kiamichi Railroad began work on a
new crossing for their lines ncar Hope, costing $200,0(D. (Hope Star, Hope, March 8)

DEFOT RESTOMTION BEGINNING - (Walnut Ridgc) - Restoration work on the Missouri
Pacific depot (now used by Amtrak) at Walnut Ridge could begin as early as Junc and may
bc completed as early as Decamber. The proposed floor plan includcs an Amtrak waiting
room (passengers now wait outsido in thc predawn hours). This waiting room would be open
24 hours a day. The Chamber of Commercc will also bc houscd in thcbuitding. (Tfu Times
Dispatch Wahut Rirkr, March 16 by Renee Bland).

OPERATION UFESAVER lN ARKANSAS - On March 29, 30 and 3 1 , Union pacific ran a
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sleek Operation Lifesaver
spccial in Arkansas ftom
Mccehce to Pine Bluff to Little
Rock to Bald Knob to Newport
to Coming then to Poplar Bluff,
Missouri. l,ots of school kids
rodo. Thc train on March 30
consisted of UP locomotive
#9409 at one end, flat car 2231,
slleamlincd cans Clvyennc, City
of las Angeles, Sun Vallzy,
Sun$hittz Srycial Po,tlqnd Rose,
Kaly Flwt, Texas Eagle,
generator car 208, and engiDe
#618[i at the other end.

HOT SPRINGS DEFOT
PURCHASE - (Hot Springs) -
The city of Hot Springs
apparently will rcccive grants
from tho Intermodal Surface
Tran$portation Efficicncy Act
(ISTEA) b acquirc a greonway
along Hot Springs Creck and
purchase the old Sawrnill Depot
(see covcr) to be madc into a
tranlrportation centcr. The old
union station used t() scrvc
Missouri Pacific and Rock
Island trains and now houses a
restavant. (Thc Sentinel- Recor4
Hot Spangs, March 15 lry.lohn
Howad)

PARIS SHORIIINE - (Paris) -
The Paris Branch (UP, Missouri
Pacific, trains run by thc Fort
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MISSOUBI PACIFIC RAILROAO COMPANY (AA€). L€ssor ol
th6 Line, publbhes lhls am€ndmont lo its Syslem Oiegram Map
pursuant to 49 CFB I152.13 ol lho r€gulalions ol lhe Inl€nslale
Commerc€ Commisslon. The amended rail llne b d6sa.ibed as

a, Palis Branch d. M.P. 52.0 n€ar Fon
b. Stat€ ol Arlansas Chsffeo lo M.P.553.4
c, Countass ol Ssbastlan, n6ar Pada
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Omaha, Nebraska 68179.
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Smith Railroad) will be subject to abandonment within 3 years (from April 6). Tho proposed
abandonment would run from milepost 522.0, ncar Fo Chaffee to milepost 553.4, near
Paris. Thc towns of lnvaca, Charleston (home of U.S. Senator Dale Bumpe$), Thessing,
Branch, Ratcliff and Pa s would be without rail service.

According to member DOUGLAS HARLEY Il, who gave me this information, the only
tlains running now arg two 10-car trains a week hauling charclal from a plant on thg
outskirts ofPads. Thc Paris Tyson chicken plant has closed, but therc is hope that someone
elsc will takc it over.

COAL CAR CATCIIS FIRE - (Little Rock) - A coal car on its way to the White Bluff Coal
Gencrating Plant near Redfield caught fire the morning of March 30 at Union Pacific's
Biddlc Yards (Rock lsland) in south Littlc Rck. fie fire was caused by spontanoous
combustion. (lrkun sas Demoeratcazetlq Mon h 3I vit lonathan Rcryce)

GENEML MIL NEWS

ADANDONED ROCK ISI,AND MAY BE
REACTMTED - (l,ecs Summit, Missou )
- ds rcported in April's Railrcader, a portion
offorme! Rock Island track may bc
activatcd bctwcan Kansas City and St. l,ouis. The 25.8-mile segment in question luns from
Lccds, in Kansas City, to Pleasant Hill, Missouri. It belongs to the Southern Pacific, which
got it in 1982 as part of the merger agroement between Missouri Pacific and Union Pacific.
SP officially abandoned the line last fall. It hasn't bccn usod sinca at least 1980 and thcrc arc
trees glowing in the tracks.

Now, Union Pacific wants to buy it and usc it to run coal trains gastbound out of Kansas
City due to its flatter grade. knd devclopcrs ncar kes Summit ars very unhappy with thc
idea, sincc somc of thom havc built close to the right-of-way and never thought it would
bccomc an active rail line again. All thc talk has bccn about making it a hiking [ail,
connccting to thc famous "Katy Trail" through Missouri. Mark Davis of Union Pacific said
UP was not used to reactivating rail lincs, only in deactivating them. This would be a fi$t.

The ICC must fust approvo thc salc, and on April 4 said the SP must resubmit its rcqucst to
abandon the entire Kansas City-Sr.I-ouis 196-milc former Rock Island line, including thc
25.8 milcs segment through Lees Summit. This ruling was considcrcd a sign that the dormant
rail linc might havc hains on il agaiD, and that UP might indeed be running coal trains
through l.€es Summit. (lzes Summil louma[ March I 1 and April 4, 1994 via Jerry Nunn)

KCS SUES CREW - (Kansas City) - In early March, Ka$as City Southern
Railway sued five fired crcwmcn involvcd in rhc February 10 hoadon collision
of two freights near Anderson, Missouri. The suit coDtends that the collision
occurred because of crew negligence. The accident caused mole that $2
million in damages to thc cngines and cars, but no deaths. The suit seeks $2
million in damases.

MEANWHILE,..a couple of days aftcr KCS sucd thc crcw, the crew suod back, contending
that the railroad was negligent. They contend KCS was negligent in allowing the two trains to
opcrate too closc to cach other. KCS said it warned the crew that th€ two trains would be
running on the same line and that they wcrc supposcd to stop short of cach other. (rKaaras
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CiE Star, March 1 6 and 1 8, 1 994 by Julius A. Kamsh via Jerry Nunn)

LIGIIT RAIL IN KANSAS Ctl'Y? - Missouri lawmakers are considerirg a $151 million tax
increase for mass transit, with some of the money allocated to a light-rail line between
downtown Kansas City and the KCI airport. Today it costs about $50 for a one-way taxi dde
ftom the airyort to downtown (verified by your editor). There was some argument that there
shouldn't bc a spccific route in the tax bill. (Kat6as City Star, February 10 via lerry Nunn)

KCS EXPANSION - (Shrevcport) - KCS will build a new 15,000 square foot customer senice
center at Deramus Yard in Shreveport, adding 100 newjobs to the area. At the present time,
KCS has no plans to move its hcadquarters to Shreveport ftom Kansas City, but its mdn yard
is located at Shreveport. (The Times, Shreveport, March 19, via T-W-M- Long)

MISNOMERS AT CROSSINCS - JIM JOHNSON, Grade Crossing
Safety Planner at Southern Pacific and editor of several Operation
Lifesavcr publications, relatcs his displeasure at thc usc ofcertain
tcrms rcgarding rail\highway crossings, Among thern: PROTECTION.
As in grade crossing protection when speaking ofsigns and signa.ls.
These are warning devices only. The only true protection mechanism
is the motorist and his compliance with thc signs. Only he/she can
prcvcnt colfisbns..4 CCIDENT. As in grad,c crossing ac€idcnt. The tcrm implies tbat thcsc
"accidcnts" couldn't hc prcventcd, like tornadoes. Again, the motorist would not havc thosc
"accidcnts" if thcy obcycd thc laws to beginwith. NEAR MISS. If two objects in motion ncarly
"miss" cach othcr, thcy obviously "hit." Near miss should bc called "Near Collision" or "Close
Call" instcad. In othcr words, WATCH YOUR I-ANGUAGE!

"PACIFIC EAGLE REBIRTH? ' (Pacific, Missouri) - With the early succass of Mctrolink,
St. Louis'ncw light rail systcm, thcrc has bccn talk of reviving commuter rail service bctweon
downtown St. Louis and Pacific and Dcsoto along UP's ex-MoP lines, A commuter train
scrvcd this linc up untill tllc carly 196Os. (llebser-Krkwood Times, February 18 via The
Guteway Ruilleuer)

CIIANNEL TUNNEL TO OPEN - (England) - After several delays, the 31-mile underwater
rail tunngl bctwccn England and Francc will opcn this summer. Computer problems caused
the delay. (Jonathan Royce)

AMTMKNEWS

SUPERLINERS ON 'CIIY' - (Memphis) - Supcrliners were
pttt o\ the City of New Orleans on Nlarch 3, These replaced
40+ years-old Heritage coaches. Improved dining and
slceping car service is also provided. (Edito/s note...the main

reason this train got its Superlinors was because Amtrak made the Eag,le through Arkansas
tri-weekly instead of daily last Novcmbcr, making those Superlino$ available to other
rc$tes). (Commercial Appeal, Memphk)

TEMPORARY STATION IN MEMPHIS? - Thc city of Memphis and Amtrak want to open a
temporary train station north of the Mud [sland parking garage this summer. The station
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could open as early as July. Arntrak passengels now board at the old and rundown Central
Station on South Main (ftom which Little Rock 's Amtlat station got some of its benches).
The station would be a modular building, like the "temporary" station in St. I-ouis.
(Commercial Appeal Memphis via Thz Nashvilk Flyer)

HISTORY OF U.S. INTERCITY PASSENGER TRAINS - A 25-page article appeared in the
winter issue of the ,I4lroa Qrurterly lamentirLg the history of U.S. intercity passenger trains
since the 1930s. It is said to be a good article. Copies can be obtained from your library or by
sending $7 to The Wilson Quaderly, 901 D St, SW, Ste. 704, Washington DC 2002.

COI'ERING LONG.TERM COSTS - According to Amtrak's 1993 Annual Report, the carrier
covered nearly 95J9I99!l! of its long-term costs in FY93. That is, ticket and food revenues,
supplemented with mail-hauling on some routes, nearly exc€eded the long-term costs of
operating the trains (costs of crei4s, fuel, supplies and equipment maintenance). Although
other costs of operating the fains, such as maintaining the infrastructure, stations, insurancc,
gtc. means the carrier is not profitable, it does show that some trains actually make money for
Amtrak, such as the Meboliners ($70 million), Auto Train ($6 million). l-ong distant trains
covercd 76 percent of their long-term costs.

HIGH SPEED TRAIN BIDS - Amtrak will bid on 26 high-speed trainsets for the No heast
Corridor, costing over $450 million, in June. Six companies are qualified to bid, but
preference will go to being made in Americ a. (Roilway Age, via Cintqs)

FARE INCREASE - Effertive April 30, Amtrak will increase farcs on westem routes by 2%
percent. New All Aboard Ame ca fares will nowbe $198 peak and $178 off-season for one
region...$278 pca* and $238 off-season for two region...$338 peak and $278 off-season.
Amtrak will also offer a new fettuccine pastal\rnch. (Cirulan)

EXCURSIONS ISHOWS lEWNTS OF OTHER CLUBS

O ...note...these are listed sequentially by dates, earliest dates being fi$t...
SPRINGDALE ARKANSAS - Through next Fall - Passenger tlips on the Arkansas &
Missouri Railroad between Springdale ard Van Buren over the former Frisco line - trains
lun Wednesdays and Saturdays, leaving Springdale 8 a.m., arriving in Van Buren 11 a.m.,
returning to Spdngdale by 5 p.m. - rcundtrip is $32.50 Wednesdays, $38 on we€kends - runs
on Fridays should begin in summor - shorter trips also available as is one from Van Buren to
Winslow - for the latest schedules and fares, call the A&M in Springdale at 501-751-8600.
Write to Arkansas & Missou Raihoad, 107 N Commercial St, Springdale AR 72764 or if
getting on in Van Buen, the Old Frisco Depot, 813 Main St., Van Buren AR 72956. Credit
cards ac€epted.

BEIITON. MISSOURI - Shon w€€kend t ps out of Belton behind famous Rock Island "E-
unit #630 through the Summer and early fall - contact the Smoky Hill Railway,502 Walnut
Stre€t, Belton MO 64012-2516 lor tirnes and prices.

WATONGA" OKLAHOMA - Weekends through May - Watonga Chief River and Dinner
hains running at various times - call 405-737-3518 to make reservations.

COUNCIL BLUFFS.IOWA - OGDEN. UTAII - May 4 - May 8, 1994 - Union Pacific 3985

r'p{4,r{Is pILpnInFp l''r.r5.e:E.tF.''A:-*lF,n --+lr.6lrrr
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exqrrsion to mark the 125th anniversary of the driving of the Golden Spike - Train departs
May 4 ftom Council Bluffs at Mile Post 0.0 (beginning of the Union Pacific mainline),
arriving in Ogden at UnioD Station on May 8 at Mile Post 993 (historical junctior with the
Southern Pacific). There will be many stops for passengers and night layovers in routo and
special activities in Utah May 9 and 10. - Prices: one-way coach Council Bluffs to Ogden is
$699 with lesser amounts for intermediate stops. - To order tickets: Pacific Limited Group,
PO Bor( 27081, Salt t.ake City UT 84127-mB1 or call 801-355-5871 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Mountain Time.

KANSAS CITY. MISSOURI - July 16 & 17, 1994 - The Great American Train Show, Bartle
Hall, noon - 5 p.m. - For mote information, contact GATS LTD, PO Box 1745, I-ombard IL
60148 or call the creat American Train Show at708-834-0652.

PADUCAH. KENTUCKY - August 1l-14, 1994 - Illinois Central Railroad Historical Society's
15th annual convention and show. The dealcr show will be August 13, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. - There
will be tours of rail locations around Paducah August 12 and a baDquet will be held at 7 p.m.
August 13. - Tables are $20 - For more information or to order tables, contact Mark L
Miller- l2&A West Crntral. Madon IL 62959-1022 or call618-997 -5788.

ST. IOUIS. MISSOURI - Septembcr 3-4-5, 1994 - Union Station C€ntennial will have Union
Pacific's "City of St. l-ouis" on display, featuring UP's rebuilt E-units and cars. *l
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lfyou'd like to ride a bus from North Little
Rock to Wost Plains, Missouri to ride this
tlain (TRAIN TICKETS NOT
INCLUDED), please contact ROBIN
THOMAS, PO Box 9151, Nolth Littlc
Rock AR 72119. He needs a count,
Rcmember, you arc rcsponsible for getting
your own train tickgts.
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ONSORS Mad Rivcr & Nictcl Platc Soci€ty, lnc.
233 York St.
Bellmc, OH /t4811
(419) 483-2222

Nirgan Frenticr Chaptcr, NRHS

Lockport, NY 14094
(716) 434-5665

North Alabana Ratuord Museun' Inc.
P. O. Box 4163
Huntwille, AL 35815
(205) 851-62?6

Nordr Cuolina Transportrtion Hirtory CorP.
P. O. Box 44
Spcnccr, NC 28159
(704) 636-2889

Olio Rrilwry Muscun' Inc.
P. O. Box 171.
Wonhington, OH 43085
(614) 885-9701

Old Dominion Chaptcr' NRHS
P. O. Box 8583
Ridmond, VA 23226
1804J 231-4324

Picrtmont Crolinas Chaptcr, NRHS
Ratuoad Excursions,
P. O. Box 11753
Charlotte, NC 28220

Rornokc Chaptcr' NRHS
P . O, Rox 13222
Roinoke, VA 24032-1322
(703) 366-0916

Tcnncsacc vdlcy Rrtuoad Museurn' Inc.
4119 Cromwcl Road
Chattanooga TN 37421
(615) 894-8028

Washi.gton AreaJoint Trip Connince, Inc.
St.m Train Excu6ions,
P. O. Box 151
Alqandria, VA 22313

W|taugr v'[cy Ch.ptcr, NRHS,
P. O. Box 432
Johnson City, TN 37605-0432
(615) 753-5797

MADR

NA.RM

NCTH

ORYM

ODRM

PCCN

TI{VR

wAIrc

wvc

Alhcvilc Ch.ptcr, NRHS
P. O. Box 153
Asheville, NC 28802
(7O4) 252-6094

ATL AtLntr Chapt r, NRHS,
P. O, Box 1267
Duluth, GA 30136-1267
(800) 736-1431

BWC Blucwstcr Michigrn Chrptcr, NRHS
P. O. Box 296
Royal O*, MI a8068-0296
(810) 399-?963 or (800) 594-5162

CNRH Chicrgo Cheptcr' NRHS,
P. O. Box 53,
Ork Plrlq IL 60303
(708) 386-2809

CPH Collie P. Huatington Railrord Historicel Socicty
1429 Chcstnut Str€ct
Kcnora, WV 25530
(304) 453-1641 ot (800) 553-5108

CRC Cincinniti Rrillord Club
P.O. Box 14157
Cincinnati, OH 45250-0157
(513) 6s1-724s

GBO Gacnsboro Cheptcr' NRHS,
P.O. Drawcr 16745
Glccllsboro, NC 27416

cN\/I- Crcmvill. Chrptcr' NRHS,
P, O. Bor 5481
Grccnvillc, SC 29606

HOD Hcut ofDinc Ch.ptcr, NRHS,
P. O. Box 958
Crlcra, AI 35040
(m5) 668-3435

ISRX hcgcr & Soudcrn Rrilway,
P. O. Box 269
la8et, rNY 248rA
r-800-938-0611

KWS Kiwis Club of Portrnouth'
1721 Bradford Tcnacc
Portsmouth, VA 23704
l^fo: (8(A\ 393-a7a4
Tick€ts: (804) 393-5144

LSRM Lakc Shorc Reilxay Historicd SocicA
P. O. Box 571
Nonh Ea't, PA 16428-0571
(8r4) 825-27U
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Below is from the November 24,

1994

1993 Cleveland County Herad se\tinby lali,ies E. O'Neal.

l5

a Cl€velsnd County H€rald, Novembcr 24' 1993

FOOTPRINTS
0N fHE. .  .
Sands of Tlme

gy
Harold 0. Sadlor

3t5 $t - 1I5Ig5

(Colurar Frcm Dcc. 7 , l9dJ)
RATLNOADS IN

CLEVELAND COT,,INTY
whc[ wo think of railroads in

Clcveland County, we nstu.rlly
hav. io mitld th. Sr L,ouis Sourh-
vcsLm. bclraf &!|own as thc Couon
Bch Routc, \vhich bisccls th.
couoty from nonh to southwcst. It
is liula lnown lhat anothcr railtood,
$c Chi.a8o, Ro.k Island and Pa-
ailic, also bisccE lhc county for a
fcw milcs in thc crtnfic no.lhvcsl
comct

In scrrchin8,{&-E!9rdE, I hlvc
fdu-nd.Ifrsa_ia one limc-iFerc wcrc
foul.o&oF..il*ry lircs opcratinS
in $c !g!!lu--lt.is. rue tlFy vcr!
shorl_ l incs and cach hrd ias
trminus wiur lhc Couon Bch lincs.
Thcsc wcrc called "log road" ot
"caE lines" rnd were used by largc
sswnills to king logs frorn savard
nihr distancc into thc sawnill in
lhc p.oductior of pinc rod
hodwood lurnbcr.

According to thc records thc
oldcst of lhcso was the Andarson &.ffi

;d2tJ86dfiE! rccdd.d bv
lr5:-ffi|m_'s. clert. Th? in-
corporaroN wcrc S. Andcrson, H.R.
Trowbridrc and C.H. l"adua. Thc
mill was ivc milcs nonh of RTson
on oe efrG-Flll etlrii-frE-av
slluon was calG{ Andercon. hact
i[-a.rled-o TliS]-6iE rhrlumbcr
company was ktcr changcd fron
Andcrson Lunb.r Co. ro Blufi Ciu
bmbcr Co. Thd!l44glhg.'l

d rry mill I AFrsqn aia El I'l a

coniE.fi l'ii6l?6nica--iFigtr
fGiiildrncs. of vi.gin pinc and
hrdwood r.aas. Along this lino
w.rt locatd logging camF wlEtE
thc largc cl!w! liv€d, engaSing in
felling hogc trlas and gctting h€n
to ttrc log rsil linc. Thcsc wo*a.!
togcthcr with th€ir familic! would
malc up a la.gc communily of
DCoDlc. Thc onlv connecdon thc$
i,99ir!9!4Frbc5Gd-wh,clr
!1,e".fl"ir,iil$.1"*#i#'i,ir'
cvcn mcdrcal sclvrccs camc lo

**#ffi;Tlfi:

Hc told nc lhat hc would rid. thc
"spacder" out to thc canps on
Thursdays. Thc "spccder" w8s a
liSh mo(or car dcsigncd for only
orc or lwo passcngcn. Thc
houscwivcr at thc camF would bc
thcrl !o mcct him. Hc *ould wriE
up their ordcrs. Hc *ould slrcnd
mosl of Fridrys filling theee orders,
placing thcn in boxes. Hc would
lood drcsc oo a bor catr Thc clrly
moming log train x.ould talc thc
crr of grocr.ics, crc., !o lbc vaiious
camps. Thc ladics would mc€l thc
tnin and hc would dclivcr tbc
borcs as thcy had ordercd on
Thurday. Hc said it was a .rwarl
in8 cxpcricncc lo scrve tlre pcoplc
out in $c big woods whosc only
connectioo with thc big world was
lhc log train which came from Clio.
Thc Bluff City Lumber Co, and
cvan $c poat officc callcd Clio
havc bcen no mo'l for many ycars,
but *c can laa lhc foo9rin6 oi Oc
rards of timc.

Ip(r' (r'S pr'IlpOr'nFp 4#!=.E.-._r_Ar16r E sr-rrFlir{tr--sr
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THE IRON MOUNTATN CANNONBALL

by: Gene Hul I

In the late 1870's and early'80's passenger travel on the St. Louis, lron Mountain & Southem
was not well known because ofits swiftness- Before 1873, trains were transfened across the
Arkansas River at Little Rock by a steam powered ferry boat. This did not lend itselfto a spe€dy
schedule, especially when a locomotive lost its brakes as it came down the incline track on the
riverbank, ran across the boat and dived into the river. This happened to hogger Charly Seymout
and engine no. 22, also named HUNTINGTON, when the road still was the Cairo & Fulton. In
those days you didn't enquire too closely about when you would arrive. Youjust hoped you got
there.

In December 1873 the Baring Cross bridge replaced the ferry. It was the first bridge to span the
Arkansas fuver The next year the St. Louis & Iron Mountain was consolidated with the Cairo &
Fulton to form the St. Louis, lron Mountain & Southern.

ln 1875 there were two passenger trains each day between St. Louis and Texarkana, No. I
southbound and No. 2 northbound. No I Ieft St. Louis at 9:00 o'clock in the morning, arrived at
Little Rock after midnight. and reached Texarkana at 9:00 the next morning. This 493 miles took
24 hours, slightly more than 20 miles an hour. No, speed was not one ofthe strong points ofthe
old Iron Mountain in those days. One reason was the locomotives were woodbumers, and wood
yards were scattered along the road every 15 or 20 miles apart. There was a crew ofm€n at each
wood yard to keep the wood fuel piled on platforms about the same height as the floors ofthe
ca.s. when a train stopped for wood the men all helped toss wood into the tender ofthe engine.

ln those days the engines were named as well as numbered:

No. I - Cairo
No. 2 - Fuhon
No.3 - Roswell B?ebe
No. 4 - Tukerman
No. 5 - Baring
No. 6 - olyptutnt
No. 7 - Hope
No.8 - f .KBror ra
No.9 - J, H. Morley
No. lO - W. Wheelan

No. ll - Elon C. Snith
Na. 12 - C. Morrell
No. 13 - E, Johnron
No- 14 - Benjamin R. Cu,tis
No. 15 - H. K. Coming
No. 16 - Lirtle Rock
No- 17 - vincent Collier
No. 18 - J. E. Cooley
No. 19 - W. Alston
No.20 - Jessie Lines

They all were beautifully decorated, boilerjackets were genuine Russian iron, and all trim was
polished brass. Cabs were made ofwalnut wood. The driving wheels were b ght red with gold

leafstriping. The track gauge was 5'-0" until 29 June 1879,
when it was changed to 4'-8 l/2" in 7 hours and 40 minutes
between St. Louis and Texarkana.

At this time two passenger trains were added, Nos. 3 and
4. No. 3 left Sr. Louis early in the evening and arrived at
Little Rock about 2 o'clock next aftemoon. These four
trains provided adequate service until 1887 They made all

Ip(! fs!(  PII I  Pnr 'nFP @



volune XXV, Number 5 - i lay 1994 I't

the local stops, and these wer€ frequenl. It seems stops were made at every qossroads stor€ to
pass the time ofday.

By '87 people were becoming more speed conscious, everybody was in a hurry. The Iron
Mountain was ready to accommodate them. Trains Nos. 5 and 6 were added to the schedule.
Travel between St. Louis ard points in Texas was becoming importad. You could go from St.
Louis ro Little Rock in TWELVE HOI.IRS !

Although the trains were simply Nos. 5 and 6 as far as the railroad was concemed, ths was
inadequate for the folks rrho rode them aod those who lived along the route. To them the name
CANNONBALL was well deserved. It left St. Louis at 8:00 o'clock in the evening and anived at
Little Rock at 8:00 the next moming. The northbound t.ain had a conesponding schedule. In
Arkansas the trains stopped at Coming, Walnut Ridge, Newport, Kensett, Beebe, Little Rock,
Benton, Malvem, Arkadelphi4 Gurdon, Prescott, Hope, and Texarkana.

The CANNONBALL was given the very best equipment,
and it had the first coalburning locomotive on the road. Harry
M. Williams went to work on the old Cairo & Fulton on I
August 1875 as I section gang water boy, and later was an
engin€ wiper at Texarkana. In '82 he was promot€d to
engineer, and after 54 years of service, retired io 1929. He
remembered the CANNONBALL very well.

"The train offiv€ cars was so long for that day that hearT
freight engines were rebuilt for passenger sewice and hauled

it. The 'giant' locomotives weighed about 30 tons. --- When the snow was deep in the hills north
ofPoplar Blufl we would put up two or three or even four engin€s at the head ofthe train and
push on through.

"The little wooden sleeping cars then in use weighed about 17 tons. The woodwork and
upholstery was very fancy, though, and everyone considered them quite swell. About this time,
the irst chair cars were introduced and they proved popular Aom the start.

"Dining cars hadn't come into service on the Iron Mountain. Stops were made at Arcadi4
Missouri, Walnut Ridge, Little Rock and Texarkana for meals. The menus ofth€ station
restaurants of€r€d squirrel, wild turkey, venison, sometimes bear meat, and many other kinds of
game. "

The CANNONBALL was in a class by itselffor several years, and it did much to stimulate
travel between Little Rock and St. Louis and developing towns along the railroad. It also paved
the way for faster and finer trains - The Texas Special, Sunshine Special, Hot Springs Special,
Southemer, Rainbow Special, Texas Eagle.

Trains being consolidated between Little Rock and St. Louis caused the CANNONBALL ro
lose its id€ntity. It was merged with Nos. 17 and 18, the Hot Springs Specia.l. In its day the
CANNONBALL served Arkansas and the Iron Mountain verv well.llllf,
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UPCOMING CLUB & AREA RAIL-RELATED ACTIWTIES

See inside for more detailed information on some of these activities. Please keep me inform€d
on what is going on rail-wise in and around Arkansas so I can put it in the table. Thanks.

APRIL 30 - Our club.s annual
Show & SaIe at the
Fairgrounds, Litt le Rock.

IIAY 15 - Club rneets in PINE
BLUFF, Union Station, 2 pn.

JUIE 12 - Regular club
meeting, Twin city Bank.

JITIB 19 - Possibfe bus to
seelr ide behind l-522 West
P la ins ,  Mo  to  Jonesboro ,  AR-

JIILY 10 - Regular club
rneeting, Twin City Bank,

AUGUST 14 - Regular club
rneetinq, Tvrin city Bank.
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Old Santa Fe depot in Irngview, Texas ir August 1993 looking east. The current Amtrak
station otr the Union Pacific is one block to the left of photo. (Ken Ziegenbein photo)
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Thc Arkansas Railroad Club is a non-profit organi/ation ftat NORMALLY mccts on tlrc second Sunday of
fre month. However, this month we will meet on Sunday, MAY I 5 at PINE BLUFF at Union Slation.
We arc a chapter oflhe National Railway Hislorical Society. Programs are prcscnted.

The ARXANSAS RAILROADER is the montl y publication of the Arkansas Railroad CIub and is
gencrally mailcd in timc to bc received bcfore the monthly meetings. In order to rcceivc this publication, you
must be a mcmber ofthe Club. Curcnt dues are $ ls/year for Arkansas residents and also $ ls/year for
out-of-starc. The &IIIRqIDEB is mailed to all mcmbels automatically. Family menb€rships are $20, but
only one ncwslcttcr sent.

Ifyou would like toioin, send yow chcck made out to the "Arkansas Railroad Club" to: ATTN:Treasurcr,
ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB, P.O. Box 9151, North Littlc Rock AR 72119. You may alsojoin tho
National Railway Historical Society thtrough our Club by paying $ l4lyear more.

Editor of thc 4BI4!I!!L&!!!Bq!DEB is Kcn Zicgcnbein. Evcrything having to do with the
ARKANSAS MILROADER should bc scnt !o the addrcss bclow, ATTN:Editor. Plcase let mc know if
your address changcs, as NEWSLETTERS CANNOT BE FORWARDED.

Arkansas Railroad Club mail should also be sent to tlrc address bclow..

FI0ppu
lltothrns Dnq

CITY STATE ZIP

ARXANSAS RAILROAD CLUB
P. O. BOX 9l5t

NORTH LITTLE ROCK AR 72I 19

Nc$slcttcr phonc: (501 )-75ti-1340
(Lcavc mcssagc on rccordcr ifl'm not thcrc)

24-HR FAX1 (501)-753-6830 - indioatc n)iArkansr$ Railroad CIuh

.IOIN TTII] ARKANSAS RAII,ROAD CLUI}

Ducs arc $1s/ysar plr individual or $20&ear for family mcmbcrship (only 9!q nc\rslcltcrwill bc scnt to a family
unlcss ca(h mcnber pa}^, thc individual $ 15 fcc). Ducs arc alwa)s duc I\N!I\BLIS[ of cach ycar ard apply k)
thc calcndar year. You may also join thc National Historical Railway $(icty though our club try paying $l44rar
more (total payncnt for txth club nombcnhip dnd NRHS mcmbcshipwould b! $29pcryeao.

Mcmbcrship cntitles you to rceive thc ARK NSAS MII,ROADI'R firr thc term of your mcmbership. It is
published monthly.

-RENEWAL -NEW MEMBER -CTIANGE OFADDRESS

YOUR NAME

YOUR ADDRESS

TTLEPHONE NUMBER ( ' )

Make your ch€cks out k) the 'Arkdnsas Railroad Club' and mail k):

ARX NSAS MILROAD CLUB . TYtasulrr
PO BOX 9l5l

NORTII LITI'I,E ROCK AR 72T 19

WELCOME ADOARD!!!


