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Northbound Flyirg Crolt of the Kansas City Southern passes an inspection special in May 1931 near Starks,
Lo'Jisiana. (lames R. Fair collection)



THE LAST SPIKE
bY:  Gene Hu11

In the annals of raihoad history, there have been several 'last spike" ceremonies to celebrate

the completion of a railroad. One of the most famous was l0 May 1869 at homontory, Utah

completing the first transcontinental milroad in America. This was nol technically coflect'

This spike was the joining of the final segment of SEVERAL raihoads to provide

transcontinental service. (Picky! Picky! - author)

Another such celebmtion was 8 September 1883 at Gold Crcek, Montana. Four passenger

rrains ran 1.200 miles westward from St Paul, Minnesota to celebrate the completion ofthe

Northern Pacitic.

On 11 April 1871, Albert Ryan, mayor of DeValls Bluff, Arkansas, drove a final spike to

complete a railroad very significant to the state - the Memphis & Little Rock, which became

the Rock lsland.

On Saturday, 19 January 1957, deep in the pine forest of Howard County, Arkansas, 9 6 miles

north of N;shville, two gold-plated spikes were driven by a $2,000 machine operated by the

oresidents of lwo railroads - one 26 miles long and the other I1,00O miles long'

The reason for this "railroad
rnarriage" in the woods was a
$15 million kraft paper mill
170 miles to the east, on the
Arkansas River near Pine
Bluff. This hungry monster
required a steady diet of PulP
wood and chips. The mill was
built by Dierks Lumber
Company, using the Arkansas
River as a dependable source
of huge amounts of water .

An equally dependable source
of transportation for the
pulpwood and chips, supplied
by Direks Forests, also was
needed. The Direks companY
had built the DeQueen &

Missouri Pacirtc ofrciak were brought to Perkins bt 4
soecial train powered bJ GM-EMD GP-7 No 4317. Ofrcials
oJ OQag-Uo. p. Sather around the $2'000 spikc4riing
r|,acrrire. (Missouri Pacific photo, collection of Gene Hull)

Eastem Railroad to suPPlY the

lumber mills with a steady zupply of logs from the many thousands of acrcs of pbe forcst

owned by ttre company. itt" ootput of ttt" .ills was interchanged with the Kansas City

Southem from DeQueen.
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fbr Saturday, 19 January 1957, just 9.6 miles from Nashville. Special trains werc run by both
roads lbr the occasion, which drew 300 spectators. Trees had bee! cleared to make room for
the crowd. A 25-car capacity interchange track was built on each side of the main line. A sign
was mounted on a metal standard declaring the place to be known as PERKINS. This was in
honor of 86-year-old Charles E. Perkins, who came to the Missouri Pacific from the Kansas
City Southern in 1908 and retired as chief traffic officer in 1941.

Fred H. Dierks (lefr), President of the DeQueen &
Eastern and Paul J. Neff, President of the Mksouri
Pacific, shake hands before driving the tuo gold-plated
spikes to join the rcads at Pe*ins on 19 January 1957.
(Missouri Pacific photo, collection of Gene Hull)

A more direct route was needed for
the chips and pulpwood. From the
terminal of the DeQueen & Eastern
at Direks there lay about 20 miles
of forest land 10 Nashville,
Arkansas, served by the Missouri
Pacific. lf each compaly built
about l0 miles of track, an
interchange could be provided with
a direct haul by the Mo.P. to the
paper mill.

Both companies believed this was a
good idea. A Mo.P. crew began
laying rails at Nashville headed
northwest, and a similar DeQueen
& Eastern crew worked
southeastward from Direks.

A joining celebration was planned

Naomi Hull and Mr, Snodgrass, a timber company
employee, are shown at Perkins, a)here the
Deoueel & Eastern and Mhsouri Pacilic were
joined 19 January 195 Z (Gene Hull photo)

The sign at Perkins has seen sone
rough treatment. (Cene Hull photo)
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(A previous story on this event appeared in
t\e Arkansas Railroadel, Vol. 6, No. g,
October 1975. Recently a new piece of
railroad history was discovered, which grves
added significance to this evenr.)

In June 1998, the Arkansas Railroad Club
acquired an extensive collection of trairr
orders from the estate of long-time member,
Eakles August Hille, a retired Missouri
Pacific engineer with 50 years of servicc,
who passed away 27 July 1995.No, that's not what it looks like! That thing

rying therc is a teLephone booth oJ the
DeQueen & Eastern at pe*ins, 17 March
1979. (cene Hult photo)

In this collection were the orders issueo rc
the Missoud Pacific passenger extra No.
4317 by borh Mo.p. and De&E. These
orders are reproduced for this story.

(Editor's note...1 plan to eventually scan all these train ordcrs onto computer d.isks)

' ! to6 c

Iitr!,Sunt Plcrtc
GLEARAi!

953 4 I ' ! r l .  N l .

LINES

E
n5z

Opgrq{ng

i*"

rd€rs lor Yout hqin:
U no order' 6hnw 'R /

ARKANSAS RAILROADER . OCIOBER 1998



DE QI,IEEN AND EASTEIN BAII,EOAD COMPANA
MTA8. OXLAf,OMA & EASTEBN AAII,BOAD

TRAIN ORDER NO.---t---
.oa -qlgrl J r. 19 , rs5?

To - .l l!€-E?rer xp 1tr7 At .PER(jIiS-__., _, .._.-. _.-_
St!lidr.

upr.

DO I'IOI EXCEEO IO }1II€S P€R HR IT{RU O IERKS YAROS

DE qUEEN AIID EASTEIIN BAILDOAD COIIPANY
TEXAII, OXIAIIOMA & BASTDBN &AILIiOAI)

]'ITAIN ORDEII NO. 2

oE QtfEt{ Jllt lg .. , 1045?

ro c& E EIIBA MP 43!7. PEEK t|is .
Sllrion.

. tr.

Eirc P 4tt7 RI,| EITR^ pE8(tfts rc oE qtfEtl

utTH RtcHTt ov€n [I. TRrtNs.

TGP

CONDUCTOA AND T:NCINDIIAN IIUST BOAII IIAVE A COPY OT TIIIS OEDE&
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Form 54 10In 3.!8 ...

aurnber ot !1161
couduotor !,ndIT-aAIN is enlered Ln tbe above foDn

EtlgiDemcn must e&ch h&ve B oolty,

De Queen and Eastern Railroad
Texas, Oklahoma & Eastern Railroad

Stop Displayed tor-

'IlIs dDcs not i[terfere wlth or couniermqld eny
have teceivcd. Corductor MITST 8tE 6at tbs
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1998 OFFICERS/POSITIONS OF THE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB

PRIISIDIiNT - Lconard 1.. Thalmue ller, 2 I l-lanover l)r, Litllc llock Al{ 72209-21 59 (501-562-82I I )
VfCE-Pl{IISIDENT - John Hodkin, Jr., 506 Gordon St, N Little Rock AR ?2117 (S0l-945-2128)
IRIASURER- walter B. walkcr,8423 Linda Ln, Little Rock AR 7222'7'5983 (50t-225'0826)
SECREI ARY - Carole Sue Schaf€r, 103 Thayer St, Little Rock AR 72205-5951 (501-371-0034)
gDlIqS - Ken Ziegenbein, 1023 Claycut Cir N Lirtle Rock AR 721 l6-1728 (501-758-1340)
NRHS DIRECTOR -_Jim B€nnett, I002 South L€slie St, Stuttgart AR72l60 (870)-673-6753)

! !-9]@B/\t l IER' Joh C. Jones, I l7Cottonwood,ShcnroodAR72120-401I(501-835-3729)
l R I P A D V E R T I S I N G - D a v i d P . H o g e , 3 7 2 1 I d l e w i l d , N L i r l e R o c k A R 7 2 | l 6 ( 5 0 1 - 7 7 1 - 1 0 2 5 )
l ] I I | l4!  Robin Thornas, 10908 Riv€rcrest Dr#26, Li t t leRock AR722l2-1412
llql8l]_!A- Stnnley WoTencrafi, I08 N I'}alm, Liltle Rock AR 72205 (501-664-3 301)
!q!UL:!0 -  Gcne l lu l l ,  3507 E washington #31, North Li t l le Rock AR 721 l4-6455 (501-e45-7186)
llI!\B!_!I - Tonr Shook. I716 Alberta l)r. Little Rock AR 72227"3902 (501-225-8955)
gq\8!!3 - Bill Bailey, 83l8 Reymere Dr, Litllc Rock AR72227-3944 (501-224-6828)

I l)c nc\r r)r(jeliDB oi thc Arkans:rs Rrilroad Club will be on SllNDl\YJqllfqBEBllL at 2 p.m. at lhe regular
i, \cati(n - thc Mcrcanti lc Bank on Main Street in North Litt le Rock. The program wil l  be given by JOHN JONllS.
I IJ will show slidcs and/or videos on various rail subjects from the past year. As always, rcfreshmcnts will be scn'cd
anrl thc public is invited.

NOVEMBER EXCURSION - We've rented the old oombine for a f inal tr ip on thc A&M betwccn V?ur Burcr rnd
Winslo$ (and relurn) l i)r Saturday, November 14. This wil l  be the last day of passcnger operation by thc A&M
R|i l()rd on the formcr Frisco l inc. Cost wil l  be $40, including the bus tr ip from Litt le Rock to Vitn Burcn ncl
retufn. l- int i ted rci l ts available. The bus wil l  leave at 7 or 73(J a.m. from North Litt le Rock, rctufl l iDg aftcr 4 or 5 p.nr.
I l inrcruslcd,sc d $40 to the Arkansas l lai lroad Club '  Trip, PO Box 9151, North Litt le l l .ock AR 721 l9 or f i l l  ot| t
lhc {)fdcr Ibrm thrt was in the Septembet Rarr"ozde.

OF I ICERS NOMTNATED FOR 1999 - Here are the nominees for the chapter's 1999 off icers: Prcsidcnt - Lu(nrard
ThLrlnucllcr: Vicc-Prcsidcnt - John Hodkin, Jr.;  - Treasurer - Waltcr Walker; Sccfetary - Carolc Sue Schaf!r: I loi ld
of Direcr{)rs for 2(X)2 - Robin Thomas. Other posit ions in the club: Editor - Ken Ziegenbci :  NRIIS Dircctor - Jinr
l lcnnc!t l  Photogrrpher - John Jones; Advert ising - David P I- loge

NOMINAfIONS WAN1 ED - Know ofany club mcmbcr who has done an oulslandingjob in railroading, cithcr presenl, piNt
or in hinoricaldocumenlatioD? Ifso, we'd Iike to hear from you. Theywill be put in nomination lbr a dcscrving award ii)r thcil
rccomplishmcnls. Send any nominations to lhe Arkansas Railroad Club, PO Box 9151, North Litlle Rock AR 721l9
Nominalions due by Oclober 15.

Ct I I{tS'l MAS DI NNER will bc hcld Sunday, December 6. This dinncr will be al lhe Adult Ccntcr on Wcst l2'r' Street in Lirllc
Rock. lt will be an cvcning meal. Spccilic dctaiLs on pdcing, ctc.. will be in thc Novcmber newsLctter'

o(IIoB[l{ BIR |IIDAYS: GERALD MELTON (10/03); J R GRAY (10/08); JAMES R FAIR, JR (10/14); BOB Powl:ll.
( l0/17)j l,l1E I IAITOM, Jt{ (10/17); DAN BARR, JR (r0/18);LEONARD L.THAIMUELLER (10/22); MICIIAEL E.
BIcLER (1022);THoMAS H. LEws ( l0/23); J. PHIL PoWLEDGE (10/25); JEFF L. wESTBRooK (10/26)i STEVD
I-AShR (10/27).

KIAMICI RAILROAD SPECIALTRIPwill be run over thc we€kend ofDeccmber 5 & 6 over its'entire linc in Arkarsas-
Oklahomn and Texas (Decembcr 6 is also our annual Chrislmas parly). This trip will be sponsored by onc of our membcrs, Ban
Jcnninss. For more dctails, see the EYcrttbrr section.
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l-hc lbllowing is li)f those who want to lind
ccrtain railroad-rclared itenrs, iDfomution,
or \!Nnl to sell or lrade sLrch itcms wilh
o(hcrrai l fans. Wcreserve thc r ight to.efuse
l is l i rss i l  dccr lred inrppfopriatc.  lhe
/\ 'k insas Rxi l () ! 'd cl ' rb is nor responsible

WANT ) -  Strndard g usc hand enr.
Al\ isc pr ice, eondi l ion a'x l  locat ior.  Peter
snr\kla.  Po l lo\  1892. l ' ] inc BlulT AR
t l6l- l  or cr l l  87( l5]5-4724.

lOlt  SALE - Ihc Arklnsns Raihoid
( lub s hxrdbound. l l0-prsc bool cr l led
lUtln\tul Sldtn)r\ 0d lir)nt thra\:h
ttlatv6 anl Ih! S,r1r'f,r/ is rcady fbr

r [ ] l i r )s I t  wls wf i l lc l l  b) (  l i l ion I Iul l  lv i th
hclp lionr 'lirn Shook, flrxDg olher club
nrcnrhcrs. Kc! i t r  I i l )aly ol  White I t ivcr

Produclions did the graphic design and
artwork. You can order from White River
ProduclbDs. 24632 Anchor Ave, Bucklin
MO 64631. Cosl is S29.95 f lus 51.50
postnSe and handl ing ( total  ol  S34.45 i l
you re havjng it mailcd). Maslcrcard or
Visr accept€d. You can call Whilc River
ProdLrct ions at 8l6-695 ,1433

FOR SALE - Jrnres R. Farfs new book
lhc Louisidna.\ .trkant.ts R.lihrar. Tllis
I  76-prge clothbonDd book has S0blackand
whitc i l luslral i (nis a d covcn thc Louisiana
& Arkansas R ilwlly liom ils bcginning to
rhc nrt)dcnr em. YoLl CAN NOW ORD|ili
l ) l l { l i ( l l l .V FI iOM MI{ IrAII{  l lc l lc\ 'cn
autograph i t  foryou Cosldircct ly l iom hi ln
is only $14. l l is address is:  James R. Fair .
2804 Northwood l{d. Austin. 'lX 78703-
I 6 3 0 .  C a l l  5 1 2 - 4 5 1 - 6 1 9 4  o t  5 1 2 - 4 ' 7 1 - 3 6 8 9 .

James Fair is and has be€n an Arkansas
Railroad Club membcr for years

WANTED -  Orul  h is tor .  r r i l road
documents. railroad lvorkcr's housing.
ncwspapcr  c l ipp ings.  photographs of
segrcSal cd stalions or .l rn c ro\! crfs. or an)
other  i lc r r rs  re lat ing to the lopjc  o l  b  acks
and the l . | i l roads.  lh is  in lbrnra l lor  \ ! i l l  bc
used in a up€onr ing book or l  A i l ican
Anrcr icar)s rnd the r r i f ioads.  I '  rou can
help,  wr i l€  lo  lheodorc Kof l rwcibc l .  Jr ,
Professof ,6334 Lrkc l )cc l lL i r  A lcnuc-  St ln
Diego CA 921 19 or  cr l l  619-{01 '00e1{ ( l
scnl  h inr  thc ora l  h is lo l \  I  d id o l  r  l i ) rnrc '
Mol) lc  podcr  in  l - i l l lc  l tock brc l  i | l  1991 ,
thal wrs printcd in thc ,{.rrfo./[/ rr lhat

RAILROAD ABANDONMENT PROPOSALS

l  he t 'd( l rcss ol  thc SurIrrcc 
- l  

rrDspo(r l ion l loard is:  Ol l icc ol  thc Sccrctary. Caso Cinr lrol  tJni l .  1925 K Strcct.  W:rshi | lgton
I X  2 0 . 1 2 3 .  l h c S l l l p h o n c D u r r b e r l b r a b a n d o D n r c D t p r o c c d u r e s ( O l l i c c o f P u b l i c S e r v i c c s ) i s :  2 0 2 - 5 6 5 - 1 5 9 2 .  l f y o u c o n t a c t
thcnr.  i t  lvould bc handy to use thc l )ooket Nunrbcrs. Thcir  Web addrcss is:  ht tp: / /www.stb.dol.8ov i lyout l  l ike thc conlplclc
l is l i r rgs.

lhcse irbando|nncnl pfoposl ls have bccn pr iD(ed ir)  thc l ]cdeff l l  I tegisler or have coDrc direcl ly l io|n thc SLrf l i rcc
, l i a n s p o n a t i t n 1 l ] l ) a r d ' ' I . h o y w i l | g o i | c | | e c t u l ) | c s s o n e o | t h c l b 1 l o w i ' t 8 o c c U r s : l ) l n o | . e r o l ' l j n a n c i a i l l \ s i s t l ] c c i s | c c c i v c d

:) l  fcquesr fbr publ ic usc ofthc land is receivcd ( lbr inslaDoe, rai ls to-trai ls) ;  3) pct i t ions o rcopen (hc casc is l i lcd.
I t  i l roads. bclbrc lhe) caD l i lc lhese "not ices ofcxempt;oD undcr ClrR l  l52 Subpart  F," musl ceniry lhat t )  no local t raf l ic
hits Inovcd ovcf thc Iinc lbr at least 2 years; 2) any overhead traffic can bc routed ovcr otber lincs; l) no lbl-Inal corrrplaint
l l led by a uscf is perdimg and; 4) eDvironmental  reports,  histor ic r€ports,  t ransmit tal  let ter,  Dcwspaper publ icat ior,  and not icc
ro Sovcrnmsnlal agencies have been met. Even though approval is granted for thc railroads to abandon, il may bc nxr)lhs or
yerrs before track is actually takcn up.

PENNSYLVANIA - R. J.  CORMAN RAILROAD COMPANY/ALLENTOWN LINI]S - Io abandor 1.945 milc\  ol
linc kno\\'n as the llarbcr's Quarry Induslrial Track between m.p. 93.144 near Union aDd 3rd Slreets in Allenk\\,n
and nl .p.  95.089 Dcar Lawrence Strcet and Lehigh Parkway in the township of Sal isbury, PeDnsylvaDia. Ef lccl ive
Octobcf 8. 1998. (S' lB Dockcl No. AB-550X, no s b numbcr,  decided Scptcmber l ,  scNed Septenber 8. 1998)

CALIFORNIA - UNION PACIFIC - To abardon S.S4 milcs of line known as the Los A lamitos Bmnch from n.p. 5 l4.26
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near Los Alamitos Junction to the end ofthe track at m.p. 518-10 near Los Alamitos, Califomia. Final decision by
December 11, 1996. (STB Dock€t No. AB-33, Sub No. 125X, decided September l, s€rved September I l, l99E)

INDIANA - INDIANA HARSOR BELT RAILROAD CO. - To abandon a line known as th€ Easl Chicago Belt Branch
from m.p. Valuation Station -0+17 beginning at a point I68 feet west ofth€ Illinois/Indiana state line in Burnham,
lllinois near Brainard Avenue extending eastward through Hammond, Indiana to and including a point 100 feet east
of lhe east edge of lndianapol is Bou levard in East Ch icago, Ind iana at m.p. Valuation Stat ion I 40+00, a distancc of
2.3 miles. Iinal decision by December I l, 1998. (STB Docket No. AB-317, Sub No. 5X, decid€d S€ptenber 8,
served Sept€mber I4, 1998)

MINNESOTA - SOO LINE - To abandon 0.10 miles of line known as the Minneapolis Terminal Line between n.p.
4.09+/- near the western edge ofColfax Avenue North to m.p. 4.19+/- near the western edge of Aldrich Avenue
Nonh in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Effective October I E, 1998. (STB Docket No. AB-57, Sub No. 47X, decided
September I I, served S€ptember l E, I99E)

STEAM ENGINE TO MOVE
lli\urkana) - Thc Sprang Lake steam

cnginc in ' lexarkana has been shipped to
Miami,  I lor ida. Thc engine was bui l l  for
lhe f lor lda East Coast in the 1920s and
appnrcrtly had 1o be nroved or lost. It will
bc rcslored and displaycd al thc Gold Coast
Raikoad Museum in N4iami. The engine
was buih in 1924 by Amcrican Locomolive
Co. lirr thc FEC, and in 1936 it was sold to
t l rc l .ouisiana Arkansas Rai l road. I1
opornrcd until 1956. (Sorly, no engine

number availabfe). (The Mo.ning New$ of
Norlhvest Artunsas, Auqusl 23, 1998 ria
Ton Lewis and the Naples, Florida Dail,
News, 8/22/98)

ANOTHER A&M TII IP
(Sp nEdale) -'t11c Arkansas & Missouri

Railroad will operate a rarely-run
nonhbound tdp out of Springdale lo
Monen, Missouri on Sunday, October 18.
' fhe 120.2-mile roond-tr ip leaves
Springdal€ at 8:00 s,m., retuming al 4:30

p.n. Tickels arc $50 plus tax and includcs
lunch at the Spring Slreel Crill. Call tlle
A&M at I -800-687-8600 or 50 I -7 5 | -8600.

L&NW DEPOT CONE
(ttaKnoliu) - Gcrald llook. lbnner

employeeofthc KCS, said he lbund theold
[.&NW depor in Magnolia to bejust a heap
ofrubble to be loaded p and hallcd to thc
landfi Il on Sept€mber lorh.

NI iW UP PRESIDENT
lkc livans becamc lhc new prcsident of

Uniorr Pacific after curre[t president Davis
rctired in mid Septembcr.

TRAVEL DEATHS
ln 1997,44,603 people were ki l l€d in lhe

U S. lransportation syslein, the equivalent
of everyonc in Ocala, Florida. Ilighway
faralities wcre 42,000. aviation 976, rail
746 (584 trespasscrs, 49 employees,
passengcrs 6, commuter mil 107), matine
870, pipel ines 11.

NEW LOCOMOTIVES BUILT

(Paducah, Kentuck, - VMV Enterpriscs
in Paducah will sta( building new
locomotives for the first time since world
War II. Most ofthese will h€ built for CE
and be exported. VMV will be hiring aboul
40 new employ€es. lllinois Central steam
engines wer€ once built at these shops.
(MSNBC,8/t8/98)

UP REORGANIZINC
Union Pacific has reorganized lhe

railroad into three regional divisions, €ach
with its o\,!n vice president. UP Chairman
Dick Davidson said that "We thought our
centralized system rvould work, but it

turn€d oul to be too complex." Thc rcgions
will be norlhern. soulhem and western
sections. The new slructure will be rcldy by
Novenbet t,1998. (UP Neu/s Releale)

CONRAIL CONE
Friday, August 2l was the last day of

Conrail. On the nextday, CSX and NS took
over legally. Ilowever, Norfolk Southern
says it will have to delay for monfts thc
breakrp ofconrail and even cut service in
order to avoid congestion on ihe system. ll s
trying to avoid the problens UP had last
year. (Yia Ton Wilson)
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UP REPURCHASES LINE
f,(arras, - Union Pacific has repurchased

a 107-mile line in Kansas from RailTex.
The purchasewill allow UPto add capacity
to the eastem potion of its coal conidor.
The line runs from Upland, Kansas to St.
Joseph, Missouri. UP plans to operate 15
traiDs a day on this line, as opposed to only
onc lrain a day that RailTex was running.
Emply northbound coal trains will be the
most common. RailTex purchased the line
from UP in February t990. (Bridge News,
8/21/93)

7 he aggrcgdte hatsepower af the 20,000
locanotiws an Class lrclbaa^ in 1997
was 60.2 ni ion horsepotte. p alno! 20
percent aver the la lA years

ROCK ISLAND
HAS NEW LIFE

- The old Rock
I s l a n d  l i n €
between St. Louis

and Kansas City may soon see tra'ns again
thanks to the Missouri Central Raihoad.' Ihis l ine was abandoned in 1980 by the
Ilock Island, bought by theSouthern Pacific
and now bclongs to Union Pacific, who has
rlmosr closed the sale to Missouri  C€nlral .
'1hc line will carry f€rtilizer, grain and
ch0rcoal, and maybepass€ngers between St.
Louis and Eldon, close to the Lak€ of th€
Ozarks. The track is now weed covered
acfoss its entire 245-mile line length. Costs
ol upgmding wi l l  b€ around $40 miuion.
Missouri Centml plans !o hav€ the line
operaiing by September 1999. fsr /o,rlr
Post-Dispatch, August 23, 1998)

UP MAY KEEP TENNESSEE PASS
Union Pacific is holding up plans to

abandon the Tennessee Pass line, according
to the Trains Magazine web page. UP
apparently is holding on to odrer lines,
placing .hem in "rail bantr" status inst€ad of
the abandonment list.

GEORGIA UPGRADES LINE
(Roche e, Ceorsia) - The Georgia

Depadment of Transportation is spending
$4 million to upgrade a long-abandoned 67-
milerail line between Rocheue and Vidalia.
G€orgia Southwestern will operate on lhe
line, which rsed to be the main CSX line
between Montgomery, Alabama and
Savannah, Georgia. (The Aususta
Chrcnicle,6/26/98)

FLORIDA FUN TRAIN QUITS
Th€ Florida Fun Train had to stop

running September I7 because ofa lack of
riders and mon€y. This €ntertainment train
ran between Orlando and Miami and
Tampa. It hadjust begun to leave from th€
Amtrak station in Orlando instead of way
out oftown as before. One reason it failed
was that th€ builder of its passenger €ars
failed to deliver on tim€, as they did with
th€ failed Marlboro Unlimited train last
yeat. (Otlando Ru!ikers JoMhal)

UP LAYS OFF 600
Union Pacific is laying off 600 track

workefs and deferring rormal maintenance
projects io an cffort to conserve 4irlquaner
€arnings. UP lost $200 million this year.
Most ofthe layoffs will be in the southern
resion, including Texas. (Joutnal of

Cammercq Septenbet 10, 1996)

STILL QUtrSTIONS ABOUT UP
On July 31, the Surface Tunsponation

Boad let Union Pacific scale back on its
operation reports and publish it every two
weeks inst€ad of weekly. In early
September, th€ US Departmeni of
Transpotation said it didnt like that idea
and urged the STB to make UP give more
fr€qucnt reports. UP, ofcoursc, says rl will
not go back to more frequent repoting,
saying that it would only give conpeiitors
inside knowledse ofhow it runs i1s railroad.
(Dallat Maning Ne\9s Septenber 2, 1998

TRAIN SPEEDS THROUGH TOWNS
Fort Cibson, Oklahoma has been trying to

slow trains down for ycars. However. tJP
won a lawsuit, sayingthat only federal laws
can restrict train speeds, no1 looal speed
laws. John Bromley, UP spok€sman, said
that ifevery lown could slow down trairrs, it
would cripple the rail industty (Wall Sheel
Journal, August 13, viaTom Wilson)

UP/NS ASKS FOR YOUR HDLP
If you notice an unusual or suspicious

activity on UP or NS trains or property,
such as an open loaded railcar, truck lrailer
or container, vandalized track or signals. or
suspicious individuals on the railroad's
property, call Union Prcilic (l-888-
UPRRCOP (877-7267)); Norrolk Southern
(800"453,2530).

PRIVATE CAR TO HOT SPRINGS
On September 9, Amtrak #22, the

notlhbound Tens Eagle, carried the private
car "John Radovich, Jr" on the rear of th€
train. This car is ex-PRR flat end
observalion, formerly known as "BigJohn."
No.22 stopped short oftheMalvem station,

pulled the pin on theprivate car, andpulled
into th€ station. Because of a group
detraining, it was necessary to make a lriple
stop at Malvem. All these moves delayed
the train only about 7 minutes. The group
getting offwas shuttl€d to Hot Springs fiom
Malvem on the Hot Springs shuttle, the

new Thruway bus connection that started
June L

Two units of the Arkansas Midland
Railroad were waiting on a side track, and
as soon as #22movednorth, the AM moved
onto the mainline to pick up the private car
and carry it to Hot Springs. The car was
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spotted near the old freight depot in Hot
Springs. wilh 220-volt electrical power
avai lablc .  Ear ly  Sunday morning,
Septcmber 13, two AM diesels brought fte
prilatc car back lo Malvem to be hooked
onto lhc rear of Amtrak southbound #21.
No. 21 nade it regular (ation stop, then
pullcd south of thc stalion to clear the
sid ing swi lch lhe AM then got  permiss ion
to enter  the Drain tJP i in€ and shoved thc
privat€ crr onlo lhe rea. of #21, bchind
sev€ral cxprcss cars.'lhe entirc limc lo do
al l  thesc movcs soLr thbound was only 14
minutes.  which proves that  quick swi tch ing
nroves CAN bc donc.  I t 's  possib lc  thal  r
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move fiom Malvem to Hot Springs likethis
one is the first one since the 1920s or
before. (yarious source' yia enait anl

NORTHtrAST RIDERSHIP UP
Amtrak carried 1,036,738 passengers

between New I'lnglaDd and Virginia in July
1998, the highest ridcrship in threeyears. It
was the l71r' monlh in a row lhat ridership
increased in the northeast from the ycar
b.tore. (Antru* ncws rctease)

AMTRAK SPEEDS
Averuge speeds for all Amt.ak trains in

1998 was 48.9 mph, down from 19.5 mph
in fiscal year 1997. T\e Ter^ Eagle
avcragcd 41.5 lr,ph in 1998. (The Bu
Sheet, Septenber I, 1998)

NAW E,lGZ' SCHEDULE
Eflaclive Sepienrber l. the southbound

Tcxas Eagle will arrive rt l.illle Rock al
7:27 a.m. (used ro bc 8:32 a.m.) and thc
norlhbound will arivc al Liltlc Rock ar
l2:49a.m.(used tobc l0:49 p.n.) .  (Tha"ks

AItKANSAS - oclobcr l8 - ' lhc Arkansas
.t  Mlssouri  Nnnounccd ur latc ALrausl thnl
i l  wi l l  run r  splci l l  p.ssengcr tr ip l ionr
Springdalc no hwlrd lo Monett ,  Missouri
or SLrndrt .  Oerobcr 18. Cal l  lhcrr alr  l -
501,?5 l-8600 l i ' r  dorr i ls.

AIIKANSAS, OKI,AIIOMA, TEXAS -
I)eccnrbcr i  & 6. 1998 - A Kirmichi
I t r i l rord l l i rc"Mi lcrgc I lxcursion wi l l  bc
fun l lon) Ashdow|l .  Arkansas to I lugo -
A n t l e r s ' l l u g o . ( ) k l . h o n r I D e c c n i b c r 5  n d
l io|n l lugo - I )uranl -  1lugo, Oklahona -
l ' r r is.  lcxas -  l lugo on Decenrber 6. I1wi l l
cover aboLrt 200 nrilcs of fonncr Iiisco
rmck - l ic lct  salcs\ i l l  bcnef i t  the hospital
NU\i l i . r rr  in l lLrgo. rhc I lugo l lcr i lagc
Ihi l rord, rnd r Ic Southenr Apprl  chia
Itai ford MLrscun. Ihc Fnsco Dcpol nnd
I larvcy l louso l{cslnurant wi l l  bc opcn in
Ilugo thal !veckcnd.

' l i ip l rmcai I )cccnrber 5 -  Lv. AshdowD
9:00 a.m.,  Ar l lLrgo 3r l0 p.m.,  Ar.  ADtlers

4:30 p.m.,  Ar.  Hugo 6:()0 p n1.;  Deccmbcr 6
- Lv. Hugo 8:()0 a.nr. .  Ar.  Durant l0:10
a.m., Ar.  Huso l :00 p.m..  Ar.  Paris 3r00
p.I l l . ,  Ar.  I lugo 6:00 p.m. A bus wi l l
lranspoft pdsscngcrs lionr HuSo to
Ashdown on l)eocnrbcr 5.

Prices: 2-day rdul(  l ickct is $145; l -day
aduh licket Dccc bcr 5 is $85: l-day adult
licketDece bcr6 is 575. Sandwich lunches
wil l  be providcd. scnd checks to:  Kiamichi
special /SARM. c/o Ba on Jennings. PO
aox 32424, Knoxt,illc l'N 37930-2424 ll|.c
lrip has almost sold oul, so ifinterested. acl
fast.

MICHIGAN ANI) I ILSEWHERE .
various limes of ycar - Thc Bluewater
Michigan Chaptcr ol thc NRHS presents a
scr ics of hishr ic rr i l  and rai l -relatcd
iourneys this sunnner and fall. For a
brochure, writc 10 lhem atr Bluewater
Michigan Chaplcr, I 'O Box 296, RoyalOak
MI 48068-02q66 or cal l  248 541-1000 M-

WOIILDWIDI' l  RlPS - Various t inrcs ol
ycar - ' lh ins t ln l inr i tcd loLrfs is ol l i r ing
rr i l  l (nrs rcloss thc wo d. rny'vhcrc l iofr
Srn I) icgo aDd Cun)brcs. lo  hsk!.  Sourh
Anreric nnd Sibcria. Itr I brochnfti .rrd
pr ic ing, \vr i1c to - lnr ins Unl inrncd - l i ,urs.

PO Box 1997. Porrola CA 96122 or cr l l
530-836- 1748

CALICO ROCK, AI{KANSAS - WhiIC
River llailroad ruDs nrosl days of thc yclr
through sccnic north Arkansas along thc
former Missourj I'acific linc. Shofpurs
stops are donc al varioLrs bcations Pficcs
are $23.50 adulrs.  l i1750 chi ld.  S2l5{)
scniors,$15 fbr do'rre cnr lbrclcryone. (r l l
800-305-6527 or 870-499-5700 l iJr
reservations or brochurcs.

FALL
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REMEMBERING
by: P. B. Wooldridge

In 1948 I bid oo the Agency at Gideon, Missouri, leaving the main line for 25 years. Agency work paid about 5l an hour
more. and there was ovenimc.

Cideor reminded me of a frontier town I'd seen in the movies, dating back yefis. There was an open saloon and ir *,as a
Company town, largely owned by the Gideon Anderson Lumber Co. Gideon Anderson gavc the Cotton Belt 100% ofiis
business. even tho the lrrisco had been there years earlier. We had purchased that portion ofthc Trumann Branch fiom them.
At orc lime, I was lold, thcy had operated log lines using 5 steam engin€s. As I arrived they werejust completing a vcry largc
grain clcvator. They had a large lumber department, a farm deparlment, oil and gas dept, grocery dep!, cotton gin, elc- Also
lhey had a very bi box factory, shipping beverage cases all over the United States. During World War ll and the Korean
War. thcy shipped hundreds ofcarloads ofammunition cascs to the military.

( l ideo| Anderson had it 's own switch engine, a gasoline cngiDe, No. E0, which picked up empty cars out of our yard for
load ing, and de livered load s to our yard for movement. fhey wcre paid a sw itching oharge o f $3 fbr every load t hcy gave us.

My Uoss was Assl. Supl. fom Hutson, a diminutive, red-faced lrishman, who, I was told, had a strong liking lbr gra,n
spirils, which added to the redness. Uncle Tom, I was told, was a personal, long-standing friend ofCol. Green, President of
th€ ColloD Belt.

So, Unclc Ton1 ran the Trumann Branch and the PSE as his own bailiwick. He was a powerful figure, and earDestly
sccking more b siness.

I'd bccn on thejob jrNl a short time when Uncle Tom and Homer, his motor car driver, poppcd up to the depot and slopped.
Unc lc I ' omhadanewse to f f ' a l se tee th ,wh ichhew i thd rewf romh ismou th ,a f te r i n t roduc iDgh imse l iWh i l ewh i l t l i ngonh is
plAlcs wilh a large pockct kDifc, he said:

"SoD, ( l ideon ADdcrson loves you. Cive them everything th€y want, and we'l l  be happy."

(JDclc -l om seenred lo work day and night. One morning about 9 AM, he showed up at the dcpot somewhal unsteady and
undcf lhc wcather. He askcd me to pick up his briefcase at the local saloon, which I did. Then I coltacted his wifc at
Paragould. and she drove to Cideon and picked him up, which was normal operating procedure when Uncle To had one
dfln( loo nrany.

I lca r0d later thal day that Uncle Tom had spent the prcvioos night at the locAl hotel, the Shcrman llousc, also owDcd by
Gideon Arderson, and lud fallcn off the porch into the flower bed- There he was found, ofall pcrsons, by the Prcsidcnl of
Gideon ADderson, who had exclaimed: "Good Lord!! Tom llutson is in the flower bed! Is he dead?"

Onc o f nry greatest d isappointments occurred at G ideon. l'he Rai lroad Commercial Department had negotiated with a
wcallhy giD owner, who w4nted to build a Cotton Compr€ss on the Cotton Belt, which would have added enornrously to our
busincss. But according to ICC regulations, the track to serve the new compress would cost the ginner $2,000.

On thc day the compress equipment was being loaded at a compress in Blytheville, Arkansas, a Frisco commcrcial agent
happeled to be at the compress. He immediately drove to Gideon, and informed the ginner that the Frisco would build him a
lrack frce ofcharge.

So thc compress was brilt on the Frisco and I was brokenhearted. I wrote a full page letter to Presidcnt McKenzic,
conrplaining that the Colton Belt was not meeting comp€tition. ln reply, he explained that the Cotton Belt had to comply wilh
the law. cvcn tho the Frisco did not.

During the fall we would be inundated with business. Four cotton gins and a lar8e grain elevator would be operating on a
24 hour basis. Trucks with com and soybeans would be lined up for 3 blocks awaiting unloading at the elevator. A
CoDduclor on the local, ifhe found an empty at some blind siding, knew he would get a fifth ofwhiskey for every empty box
car he could f lnd.

Today one can stand on that spot and say, with regr€t: "Once upon a tim€ there was a busy railroad here-" Between i930
and 1935 freight trains used that line from East St. Louis, through Mald€n, down to McDonald, Arkansas, thence Missouri
Pacific to Memphis, Tennessee. Now only a m€mory, it's the price we pay for "pIqglg$."

Today it's all gone, but that's the way it once was. It had been my privilege to have been a part of it.l(

ARKANSAS RAILROA.DER



ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM

€

4'/

[ ] Membelship renewal [ ] New Member [ ] Change ofAddress

Send membership ren€wal, application, change ofaddress, etc. roi
Arkansss Reilroad Club

PO Bor 9151
North Littl€ Rock AR 72119
501-758-1340 (phone/fax)
e-mail i ken.z.rw@ix.netcom.com

Your binhday (oplional- no yearneeded)

Name: ( lasl) (firs, ( init)

City Stare _ Zip

I 'hone:(_)

Menrbership: 520.00 per year, Arkansas Railroad Club only; $37.00 per year ifyoujoin or renew National
Itailway llistorical Sociery memb€rship lhrough our Club. Ducs are payable/due by January I ofeach year. Ifwe don't
have your dues by March I, you will be dropp€d from thc membership rolls.

N4embcrship in the Arkansas Railroad Club entitles you to a membership card and the monlhly ,4nK,-iNS/JS
RIILROIDtR rcwslc.ttet Meetings are held monlhly, excep( December, on the second Sunday oflhe montb. We usually
meet at 2 p.m in the Mercantile Bank main buildingon Main Street in North Littl€ Rock,.jusl north ofthc Arkansas
River. Interesling programs are presented each month and refreshments (cookies, sandwiches) are scrved. We are a non-
profil organizalion and mcmber ofthe NRHS. Officers af€ list€d in each newslelter.

'Ihc Ark.ns:ls Railroad Club's 1999 crlendrr is Ready! ll consisls of l4 B&W pholos oflrains in Arkansas over (hc
ycars - Iiom nrodern locornotives to past steam. There's one pholo for each nlonth, plus a fronl and back cover photo.

Itailroads included are: Ashley. Drew & Northem. Southern Pacific, Missouri Pacific, Kansas City Southcrn, Arkansas
Midland, Louisia'u & Northwest, BNSI, Rock Island, Wanen & Saline River, Union Pacific, Anlrak, and the Arkansas
& Missouri .  I , lus, thcre's a rai l road map olArkansas in the back ol the calcndar.  Day ofnronth numbers are largc, and
thc calendar includcs Arkansas Railroad Club mcmber's binhdavs.

I-AS I Y EA R'S CA LtsN DA R SOLD OUT. so order your 1 999 calendar soon. As bclbre, d iscounts apply for orderirg
nrorc thm onc and price includes postage.

Nl AI L TO: Arkansas Rrilroad Club Calendar. PO Box 9151. Norlh Li[le Rock AR 721| 9

NAMN

ADDRESS

CITY STATE - ZIP

I t lease send me:

L Calendar @ $7.00 each .,, . . , . . . , . . . , . . . , . . . , , . . .

_ Calendars (2-9) @ $6.50 each
_ Crlendars (10 or more) @ $6.00 €ach ...

(Calendars are Postage Paid)
TOTAL ENCLOSED



Help Sqve The Filsco 4OO3

Frisco #4003 steam engine and tender was
donated to the Fort Smith Trolley Museum by the
Arkansas Oklahoma Fair Board. The engine has
been in Kay Rogers Park for 48 years.

We will move the engine to the museum and
construct a 64 ft. x 100 ft. engine house to protect,
display and restore the engine. The building will
be constructed south of the streetcar bam.

The St. Louis-San Francisco Railway #4003
was built by the Lima Locomotive Works in 1919.
It saw service on the Frisco passenger run frorn
Monette, Missouri to Paris, Texas with stops at
Fayetteville, Van Buren and Fort Smith. The
engine logged 985,747 miles before retirement in
1950. The engine and tender weighs 492,400
pounds.

PLEASE MAKE ALL DONATIONSTO:
Fo.t Smith Trolley Museum
2121 Wolfe Lane
Fort Smith. AR 72901

The 4003 was originally moved to the park
using compressed air. The Dixie Cup plant now
blocks this letuln route. The engine will be
cosmetically restored to preserve and protect it
from deterioration.

Moving an engine this large over a distance of
five miles is not easy or inexpensive. BJ. Swink
Excavation and House Movhg, Inc. will move it
for $1.5,000 if moved before October 30, 1998.

Relocating the engine and constructing the
engine house will lequire $65,000 that the
museum does not have.

Please make your tax deductible donation to
save and protect the Frisco #4003 engine, a
valuable piece of Fort Smith and local railroad
history.

#4003 Fund

Name
Address
Amount $
M€thod ol Payment
Check _
Visa

Money Order
Master Card

Card Number Erp. Date
Signalure

The Forl smilh roll€y Mus€um is a Non-profit organization under sec 501(cX3) ot rhe Internat Re\€nu€ code ot 1954.
GIFTS AND LEGACIES ARE DEDUCTIBLE.
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