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SHORTEST RAILROAD TUNNEL in the U.S., perhaps the world, is this one on the ldaho Norlhem & Pacific Railroad, about
l6 mil€s south ofCascade, Idaho at milepost 83.72. It is only 37 feet long. Taken during an August 8, 2001 rare-nileage excursion
sponsored by the Southern Appalachia Railway Musern. (Ken Ziegenbein photo)
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Th. ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB is a non-profit orgrniation ofrrilro8d 0nd train enthuiiasls thet wa3 formed in 1969. We src nko
th€ Lilllo Rock Chrpter ofth€ N.tio.rlRrilwry Hilto.icil Society. W. m.€t on th€ s€cond Sundays ofmost months !t 2 p.n.,{nyone
intcrcstcd in trlitrs is welconel

Ducs to join the ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB ore curr€ntly $20 r y€nr, which indodes the nonth ly /rlor.ior f,{/.ra./e. newrlctler.
Ifyou'd likc to join the NRHS through our club (thus bcing n mcmbcr ofth. Little Rock Chlpter NRHS end nriionel NRHS), you must
pry $20 n yenr mor., brinsins thc totrlto $40 0 year for bolh. Dre! nr€ alwnys pnynblc on Janunry l" of€ach year, bul y0u nny pny nt
nny time(membershlp will ext€nd through th€ followitrS y€rr).

To join or rencw, !.rd your n!m€, rddress rnd pftone number plus docs to the ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLUB, lO BOX 9l5l,
NORTII LTTTLE ROCK AR 72I19. Crll50l-75E1340 for info.mrtion. The rewslcttcr €ditort enlil ,ddr€ls is:
!I!!I!@lI!i!!!!$!I49!q The Arkrrsrs Rnilrorder is puton theW€b nonthly, rnd that rddress is: hftor/vwn.troinwcather.com

The September 'program' will be the annual outing held at Peter Smykla's Paperton Junction Southern iD Pi e Bluff.
on SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH starting at l0:00 a.m. Note that there will be NO regula neeting oD the second
Su day, September 14 since we have this outing. Here's the map to get there:

o""I'r"".

a-t9

2OO3 OFFICERS/POSITIONS OF TIIE ARKANSAS RAILROAD CLI,ts
IRESIDENf - Ror Essermd, 126 Esse'nan Ln, Dove. AR 72837-7154 (479-331-2030). shay473@cei.net
l!!B!!!DENl - Russell Tedder 5019 Timber Croek cir. N Litle Rock AR 721l6-6432 (501-?71'9040), srtedder@dkesas.nel
1Bq!SUBEB - Walter B. walker. 8423 Linda Ln, Littlc Rock AR 72227-5983 l50t-225-0826). wwalke.@rrislolle.net
SICBEIARY -.,ackic Rorch.4023 S Shackleford #142, Linlc Rock AR ?2204 (501-225-6E16)
EDIIO& - Ken Zieeenbein, 1023 Claycut Cn, N Litue Rock AR 72 I l6-3?28 (501-758- I 340), ken@tminwearhcr.com
NBHSDIBEqLQR -Tom Shook, I 716 Albetls Dr. Liltle Rock AR 72227 -3902 (50t-225-8955)
SHqIOC&UUE& - John C. Jones. I I 7 cottonwood, Shcruood AR 72 I 20-401 I (50l -835-3 729), johnphotonnt@dislotle.ncl

IISIOBIAN - Cene Hull. 3507 E wBhinston Ave #3l, N Lillle Rock AR 72114 (501-945-71E6)
Bq\BL.ql - Robin Tlomas, | 0980 Rivercst Dr #26, Linlc Rock AR 722 | 2- | 4 | 2 (50 I -225- l 9J2)
IIOARD 04 - Slan ley Wozencnft, 108 N PalD St, Litlle Rock AR 72205-3E27 (501-664-3101 )
Bq\Bqll - Lconard Tlalnueller,2l Hanover Dr Littlc Rock AR 72209-2159 (50l-562-823l)
BOARD 06 - Jim Waleneld, 3 16 Aubum Dr. Little Rock AR 72205-2769 (50l-664-0232)
BOARD '07 - Fred Fiflers, 29009 Bandy Rd, Littl€ Rock r'.R72223-972O 150l-821-2026), ccfillers@aol.con
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I hated to miss the August program, bul I was in Idaho riding thc rare-milcagc passenger excursion oD thc Idaho
Northcrn & Pacific sponsored by the Southern Appalachia Railway MrNcum (Bart JcnniDgs). Russell I edder said the
program on backyard railroads was rcceived crthusiastically. Some of tbc old tinrers got their hcads together and said
it was the first program on Carden Railways cver.

Irulure programs inchrde: October - North Liftlc Rock flistory Commission on railroad s in Arkansits; Novcmber
John Jones rvill havc videos covering his trip to the NRHS conventioD and back. December - Christmas l)arl) | It \\ ill
bc held on Saturday, Dccenlber l3 at 600 p.m. at our usual meeting sile. Pulaski Ileights Prcsbyterian Church. Wc will
hate rhe Dreal citercd by Franke's Cafcteria in Little Rock and bring it to the church tbr servirg. Pricc will bo $ l5
each. We will necd 1o know how Drany are coming, so in thc ncxt few rnonths. let WAltcr Walkcr kDow aDd also scnd
him thc rrroncy (8423 Linda Lane, Litlle Ilock AR T2221 , 501-225-0826, Wryaltr@rdrtq!!.trct

EMAIL UPDATf,S NEEDED I hav€ rcceived 5 bounccd enlai ls this DroDth. l fyou have changcd your cnrai l  dur irg
thc past 2 months, please let mc kDow so I can updatc lhe database- Thanks. 1r4!!slar!]3lrWqallirronl

WANTED ! f'On SALE, On TnAItE,

] h c j n i | o ! v n r r i s 1 i n l l l o s c w h o w a n 1 1 ( ) 1 l o d c c f i n | L ] i | f , a d ' r l a t c d i t c m s . i I l b n n t l | i o n ' o r w a n 1 1 ( ) s e | | o r
o lhcf  mi l l ins.  Wc rcscrvc the r ighr  ro rc l i rse l is t ings i ldccntcd inappropr iato.  Thc Arkansas I ta i l road Club is  nol  rcsponsib lc  lbr

FOR SAl,8/IR DE Budd Iul l  Domes
- 8 lbr Sale I lo l l ind Anrer ica has
r,.ccivcd irs now donrcs with moro ro bc
dcl i lcfcd in 20{),1.  As a rcsult  wc are
sel l ing cighr oul of  lcn o1-our cr-Sanra
fe l rul l  Lcngth l )omcs. ' lhcse cars have
bcen in scrvice on the Alaska Rai l road
slaning ir  1987. Rcbui l l  1986-1994 and
wilh the cat l icr  rcbui lds done again i r
1995'1996 Scr up with 66 forward
lacing, boolh rnd sidc incirg seats
upslairs and 22 dining ftxnn scals and
kirchcf downsrairs,  th€sc cars wcr!  ln
dai ly sumnrenirnc scrvice through the
2003 se son Thcse cars arc cons'dc.cd
by n)any to be ihc premium hefilagc
cquipncnt in opcralion loday. l herc are
only l7 of these cars in existcncc and
only ttlo in privatc (nonjaihoad)
owncrship oLrls idc ol  our f lcei .  ' lh is is a
rare opponunity. lhese cars arc
excellent loLrring cars bul would be a
grear addition to any train. |RA
compliant wilh Part 223 glass and
emergency windows. carrier/sutrak
AlC, HEI',27 pin. generators, holding
ranks, six wheel trucks. EEs. Priced at
$500,000-$550,000 each depending on

Avcnuc Wcst:  ( l i ty:  Scatt lct  Siate: WA:
Z l P i  9 8 1 1 9 .

FOR SALIi  -  'Riding ' lhe lui ls" '
T€cnagcrs on lhc movc durins thc Creat
Depression. It was writlen by llrrol
Lincoln Uys'136 pages, 54 photos,
paperback. $18.95. To ordcr cal l  800'
614-7064.

WANTED - I'nl boking ibr old pholos
of lhe frain Slat ion in l - i l l le Rock. My
dad worked for Missouri  I 'aci f ic 1952-
1957, rhen transferred to st .  l .ouis.  lhcn
to Monroe, LA, thcn back lo l l t  in 19?{)
I  have a lot  ol  memorics as a chi ld of
being in the srar ion, snrel l ing the cigars.
ctc. Where could I find old pbotosl
Thanls for your help. P. Mcclcllan -
PMcClellan@fi rslarkansasbank.com

FOR SALA Railro.rd items from an
Estarc auction in Missouri, including 27
railroad employee handbooks and odrc.
itcms dat€d from 1935 to 1965 in good
condiiion. 'fhey arc for sale a1 a very fair
pricc. according lo auclioncer Judith
Colc, who does nol collect such items
bul would like lo scU them.

Some details: For Salc-23 R.R.
enployee pre-printed hand books-2
timetables # 3&4 easl div.-2 time
retum&delay report books-dated
anywhere from 191? to 1964-Railroads
;ncluded are: Missouri Pacific Lines,

K.C.T I{y Co., lir ingtd ltoure, liisco.
Saddlers l inre books,  lv lc( )u in t inrc
books.wesl iDghoIsc No.  books.  (  r l l
8 1 6 - 3 l l ' 1 6 9 2  I l c l t o n  M o .  o f  c r n l i l :
s tcvc.aLrc l rcn hot 'nai lar4c.r th l ink.nel

WANTEI)  -  HDI,P wi lh  gc l l i r rs  srar ls .
I  am wi th thc Ccn!a l  Dcl ta I l is td ica l
Sociery and lve iusl cornplcted
rcnovnt ion o l - t l rc  l9 l2 union dopol  rn
Brinklcy. Arkansls. lr is bcilg !scd l|s rl
vrsitofs ccnlcr lbr ihc LoLrisir r
Purchasc Statc I'ark nnd also a nruseunr
Nr luru l l ) .  a  maior  lbcus i t r  Ihe r |uscun)
is  thc bui ld ihg,  i lscLl ,  and any ra i l i )ad
connccted itenls. Thc historical Socict)
hus bccn "givcn' a railroad Caboose, and
an car ly  1900's wood s idcd "dcpot '  and
thc associa lcd 'gamblers housc"  We
only necd to get thc 'lcms nrovcd ro th.
muscun s i1c.  We havc a b id on lh .  cosl \
of  movi rg thc i tcnrs dnd xrc now
se.rrching tbr grants, etc. to hclp lund
ihe co$ of moving lhe rtenrs so lvc can
prcserve their history. Any suggeslions?
Contact  l -aura Busscl l  CDHS. 100 w.
C}Tr€ss. Brinkley, AR 72011,
laurabusscll@holmail.com

WANTED Informarion on the Coy.
Arkansas depol, such as photos, hislory,
rimetables, etc. Arkansas Historic
Prescrvrtion Program personnel arc
working on trying to get thjs stn'cturc
listed on rhe National Register of

specifi cnlions/conilition Spares
available. Available tor inspection in
Anchorage in Seplember. Selious
inqui.es only. Reply lo ad for
information and piclures.

Name: Holland America Linc
Westours Inc. Address: 300 Elloitt

ARK4NSAS MILROADER - Lit e Rock Chapter NRHS



Historic Places and would like all the
information they can obtain. Contact
them at: al 1500 Tower Building, l2l
Cent€r St., Litrl€ Rock, AR 72201, call
the ag€ncy al (50l) 124-9880 ITDD 501-
324-98lll, send €-rnail to
info@arkansaspreserva.ion.org or visit

the AHPP'S Internet web sire at
www_arKansaspreselvaoon,org,

The AHPP is the Depanm€nt of
Arkansas Heritag€ ag€ncy responsible
for idendrying, evaluating, registering
and preserving the statet cultural
resources. Olhcr agencies are the
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Arkansas Arts Council, the Delta
Cultural Center in FIelena, the Old Staie
House Museum, the Arkansas Natural
Heritage Commission and the Historic

RAILROAD ABANDONMENT PROPOSALS
The address oflhc Suriace Transportation Board is: Office oflhc Secretary, Case Conlrol Unir, 1925 K Strecr, Washinglon DC
20423. 'lhc S I B phone number for abandonment proc€dures (Olficc ofPublic Scrvices.) is: 202-565-1592- II you co acr them. il
would bc handy ro use the Docket Numbers. Th€ir Web address is: hltp://www.stb.dot.gov ifyou'd like the completc listings.

These abandonment proposals havc bcen printed in the r'ederal Rcgisler or have come directly Fom tbe Surface Iianspofiarion
Board. They will go in effecl unless one oflhe following occu$: l) an offer of fi nan€ ial assistance is rcccivodi2) a rcqucst for
public use oflhc lard is received (for inslanc€, raih-to-lrails); 3) petitions to feopen thc casc is Iiled. Railroads, bclbrc they can file
these "notices ofcxemption under CFR I I52 Subpad F," nrusl ccrtili that l) no local traffic has movcd o\,cr thc linc lbr al lcast 2
yearsi 2) any overhead traffic can be rouled over other lines; 3) no fonnal complanu filcd by a user is pending ardi 4)
environmcnlal rcports, historic repons, lransmittal letter. newspaper publicalion, and nolicc 1o gove.nmenlal agencics h ve bcen
Drei. Lvcn tliough app.oval is g.anlcd for the raihoads lo abandon, it may be monlhs or years before track is actually takcn up.

INDIANA - CSX - l'o abandon a 2.95rnile line ofrailroad, in CSXT'S Westem Region, Creat Lakes Division, cxrcnding fronr
milepost 00Q-219.55 to mi lepost 00Q'222.50, in Bloomington, Monroe County, lN. A f inaldecision wi l lbe issued byOctober
1 7 , 2 0 0 3 . ( S l B D o c k e t N o . A B - 5 5 ( S u b - N o . 6 3 4 X , d e c i d e d J u l y l 4 , s e r v e d J u l y 2 l , 2 0 0 3 )

WISCONSIN - SOO LINE RAILROAD CO. -  To abandon approximately 7.5 mi les of i ts l i re ofrai l road bctwccn mileposr
18.43r l(near Kansasville) and milepost 25.93+/-(in BurlinSlon), in Racine County, WL Effcctive on August 29, 2003. (S1'B
Docket No. AB-57 (Sub-No. 53X, decided July 21, served July 30, 2003)

INDIANA - INDIANA RAIL ROAD COMPANY - To abandon a 0.97-mile l ine ofrai l road, known as lhc Bloonring(on
Sourhenr. cx(cnding from milepost A I.7l south to milepost B 2.68 in Bloomington, lN, and 10 disconli'ruc rrackngc ritshG over
approx imatc ly 2.87 m iles o f a C SX Transportation, Inc. (CSXT) lin€ in B loominglon, cxlcnding f.om CS X I nr ileposr 2 I 9.0 to
CSXT milepost 221.87, and over approximately | 50 feet ofCSXT'S track no. 68 and approximately 285 fccr ofCSX I's track no.
2l  in CSXT'S McDoel Yard in Bloomington, in Monroe CoLrnty,  lN. A f inaldecision wi l lbe issued by Octobcr 31,2003. (STB
Docket No. A8-295 (Sub-No. 5X, decided July 24, served ALrgust l, 2003)

OHIO - CSX - To abandon an approximately 6.37-mile Iire ofrailroad, in CSXT'S Midwes! Region, Louisvillc Division, Lakc
Erie Subdivision, €xtending from nilepost BQ-25.90, at Mt. Vemon, to milepost BQ-12.27, at Fredericklown, in Knox Counly,
OH. A final decision will be issued by October 31. 2003. (S'l B Docket No. AB-55 (Sub-No. 638X, decided July 24, served
Augusl I ,2003)

ILLINOIS - UNION PACIFIC - To abandon an 18.l0-milc line ofraihoad, known as the Spana Branch, cxlcndints lionr
milepost 4 I . I near Oakdale to the end of the track at milepost 23.0 n€ar Hoyleton, in wash ington Counly, I L. e tective on
September 2, 2003 . (STB Dock€l No. AB-3 3 (Sub-No. I 7 I x, dcc ided July 24, served August I , 2003 )

MICHIGAN - CENTRAL MICHIGAN RATLWAY CO -To abandon an approxinately 1.77-mile Iine ofrailroad, extending
liom nilepost 2.83 at th€ western end of CMR's railroad bridge over Interslale 75 to milcpost 4.60 in Saginaw County, MI. A
final decision will be issued by November 3, 2003. (STB Docket No. AB-308 (Sub-No. 3X, decided July 23, scrvcd August 5,
2003)

IOWA - UNION PACIFIC - To abandon a 14.0-mil€ line ofrailroad, known as the Ankeny Subdivision, exlcnding from
mileposl 10.7 near An-keny to milepost 341.l (Equation: 23.20 = 139.60) near Slater. in Polk and Story Coun(ies, lA. Effective
on Seplenber 4, 2003. (STB Docket No. AB-33 (Sub-No.206X, d€cided July 29, served August 5,2003)

ARIZONA - SWKR OPERATING CO - To abandon a 19.9-mil€ line ofrailroad €xlending iiom mil€post 7.0 (fbrmerly
nil€post 1040.15), near Cudis, to the end ofthe line al milepost 26.9 (formerly milepost 1055.8), near Charleston. in Cochise
County, AZ. lt includes the station ofFairbank at milepost 19. L (STB Dockel No. AB-441 (Sub-No. 3X, decided ltly 10,
served August 6,2003)

ARK4NSAS MILROADER - Little Rock Chapter NRHS
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ARKANSAS RAIL NEWS
PRESCOTT DEPOT REDEDICATION

'lhe 
Nevada County Depol and Muscum held a grand opening and ribbon cuning on Augusl 14, 2003 wiih Consressnran Mike

Ross as the kcynote speakcr. Thc museunr had b€en in operatioD fronr 1976 untii 2002, whcn n cbsed firr re|ovarion and

C Lrralor Pcggy L loyd recoun tcd thc h isbry o I the depol for the crolvd of nrorc than | 00 who r urned ou t f(r lhe ovenl. She rold rhe
cro$d rhal llre l9l? Missouri Pacific Raiload Depol served rail passeneers at Prescott uDlil thc mid-1960s lvhen passcngef scrvicc
stopped. Thc raih oad sold I he Depot to thc Cily ol l'rescoh in I 970 for one dollar.

ln | 9 76 thc Dcpot bcgan to sc rve as a nr Lrseum wi(h iohn Tccler :s curato.. M r. Tccler scrved as curalor on a voluntcer ba$ is tb.
25 ycars unlil the museum closcd in 2002 for renovation. In 1979 the Prcsco( Dcpor became one ol lhe llrst aba doncd depols
placcd on ihe Nalional Regisler ofllGtoric Places. ln lcbrurry 2000, thc City ol l,rcscou re€eived a lar8c granr through thc
Arkansas Stalc llighlvay Commission as pan ofils Arkinsas Transporlation EIlhanccmcnt Progranr. Thc granl providcd for a
large-scale rcnovalion rnd rcslotulion ol lhc cntirc buildnrg Ihe museum was closcd in latc Jdnuary 2002, while the work was
donc.  l ixa l  cosr  o l the renovai idr  and res lorat ion rvas $233,771,  wi th $164.888 l iom the granl  rnd $66,883 l ionr  rh€ c i ly  o l
1 1 e s c o t t .  l h e c x h i b i t 1 r r l 1 a l t h c N c v a d a C o u n ( v D c p o t l D d M u s e u n r i s o p e  f r o m 9 I m . u n r i l n o o n d n d I p . m  u n t i l 4 p . m .
M,mday,  Tncsdiy,  Fr iday rmd Srtuf t l ry .  i iom I  p.nr  rnt i l  8  p.m. on Ihursday.  r ind t iom I  p.nr .  unr i l  4  p. rn on Sunda! .

It lilcs aboLrl 1j.10.000 pcr ycrr to operalc thc museum. so lhc nnrseum board ('l dirlctds encouragcs evcryone k) considcl
b c c o n r n r g d n r e m b e r o l l h c m u s c u n . M c n r b e r s h i p s c o s t s a s l i l t l e $ 1 0 . I b r n r o r c i n f o n n a l i o n a b o u t l h e N c v a d a C o u n t y l ) c p o r a n d
Muscurrr  ca l l  87(1887-581|  or  log oI  to  w\yw.dcpolmrscui r r .org.

GENERAL RAIL NEWS
TARANTTJI ,A ITAILROAD ( ; I ]TS

E N G I N I ]  7 7 I
(Grapevi  c ,  lcxat  fonncr  SouLhcrn

l'icific slcrnr cDgure No. 771 has becn
sold lo  thc la | ln tu lLr  r r i l rood 01-
( l6 fc ! inc,  lexxs for  Sl0.  Ih is  9O'year
old locomol ive has becn s i l l ing in  a park
i r  V ic tor ia ,  lexas s incc 1957 but
Victor i  wantcd to halc  thc engine
nrovc(l lar l ycrr duc lo ils pnrxir ily to
an 1300s grdvcyard.  No 771 is  one o l
livc fcnrrinlns Japrrresc-dcsigncd
Mrkado cngiDcs le t i  in  drc counl ly .  Thc
Crapc!ilte sroup plans to rcfu.bish thc
enginc f (n lhc i r  cxcurs ion scrv ico.
( l )a l1 s  Mornins News,  July  16.2001 v ia
I)rn EarrJ

(an an atheist ge! DL lrutre utdirl aLlt

UNION PACIFIC ORDDIIS I ,5O()
I IEFITICEII ,ATED BOXCARS

These were ordcred in AugLrsl 2003
liom Dallas-based Triniiy. lndLrstries.'lhe railroad hLrd previously ordcrcd J00
units,  bul  now needs 1,500 ol  lhc 'ncr l

gencrat ion" units,  bui l l  by l r in iry Rai l .
which wi l l  bc used as part  ol  Union
Paci l lc 's "Express Lanc" pcr ishablcs
service Ihis scrvice, which is opcrrted
joinlly wiih CSX Transponalidr.
provides guaranlccd scrvice frcnr rhc
Pacific Nonhwcsi and Calilbrnia lo a
numbcr ol  c i t ics in the Midwest and on
the Eist  Coast.  Original ly bcgun in Apri l
of 2000, this sewice has grown srcadily
with a nLrmber ofnew destinaiions added
durnrg tbe last l\!o years. Thc nelr
rcliigerar0d units wcrc developed iointly
by Trinny Rail and Union Pacific. They
hold up 1o 40% more product tban a
conventional refrigerated railcar and
feature Carrier Ultina PrcmiLrm
refiigeralion units. Thcse units will
provide safe and r€liable shipmenl of
temperature-scnsitive and valuablc food
products for a variery ofcustomers.

HICH WINDS TOPPLE HISTORIC

R,TILROAI)  I 'RI IX; I . ]
(MoL'n l  Jcweu.  I ,A)  ( ) r  Ju ly  21,

2001. sevcrc lhL[dc.storns s]vecfing
crcss l )cnnsylv l | | r ia  b lcw down a

hist('ric railrcad bridgc ncar rhe
Al legher) ]  Nar ional  l incst  in  McKcan
CoLrnty that  war once thc ta l lcs l  l |nd
lar8ost in tho lvdrld stornrs packing
winds Lrt to 80 nrph cruscd pan ol rhe
KinzLra Viaducl  to  colhpso.  scnding
nrosl ol il cr drinS ink' lhe gorgc bclow
' lhc 

br  gc was bui l t  in  1882 rnd
reconsrrcrcd in  190( l  lhc bndge had
becn ck)sed sincc lasl sonrmcr to train
and pcdcstriaDs Ior lhcy hl|d fclred iusr
such a h ish wind cvent .

- lhc 
span,  nradc o l  i ron in  1882 t lnd

rebui l t  t rs ing s lce l  i r  1900,  s l !crched
almost  r  hal l -nr i lc .  A l : l0 l  lcc l  in  hc ighr ,
it stood almost rs mll as the StatLre ol'
L ibcny and renuined the lbunh ta l les l
railroad bridge in the nation. Thc Kin^a
Viaduc!  (1,552 tons o l  i ron)  lvas bui l l  in
94 days and when it was complcted.
sonre hailed il as lhe Eighdr Wonder of
the world. But since the last frcight lrair
crossed it ir 1959, thc bridge had fallen
inlo disrepair. Cemenl casings around
the original brick {bundalions were
o.ange iiom rLl9ii some scarred wilh
cracks and gouges liom age. Rust had
eaten through cross mcmbe.s and

t9,l0s EI{A LAWSUI'T
ROINSTA'TED

A IJ.S. courl has reinnated a lawsuit
accusnrg lhe french slale railroad of
profiting in lhc 1940s fiom lranspoding
aboul 70,000 Jcws to Nazi concenlration
camps. This suit had been dismissed in
2001 b€cause of a U.S. Forcign
sov€reign lnmunily Act of 19?6. The
suir says the railroad never compensatcd
the victim's families. (Daily Court
Review. Jun€ 20,2003 via Dan Barr)

ARKANSAS MILROADER Ltrt le Rotk ( haprer NRHS
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columns, sapping half of th€ strength
from ihe bottom of the bridge and
leaving piles of rust flakes a foot thick

on the ground. Heavy loads had bent
some ofthe girders over the years.

The Kinzua Viaduct was on the
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National Register of Historic Civil
Engineering Landmarks and National
R€gister of l{istoric Places.

LOUISIANA STEAM TRAIN ASSOCIATION
In November 2003, the Louisiana Purchase Bicentennial Train will begin its 36-day tour around th€ state. The newly

r€stor€d Southem Pacific #745, a 1921, New Orleans built steam engine, will pull a four car multiscnsory exhibit
featuring various exciting aspects ofthe Louisiana Purchase. Designed to app€al to students ofall agcs, the
Prcsentation will be both educational aDd entertaining. Current plans include approximatcly twenty-tive stops in a
loop around thc state, beginning in front ofJackson Square in New Orleans whore the LouisiaDa territory was
transferred to thc United States in I803.

ln addition to the exhibit cars, the Bicentennial train will have a gift shop and a patisserie. Reflecting the rich
cultural div€rsity present throughout Louisiana, local celebrations will be encouraged at each stop, fcaturing food and
music represcntative of the area.

PROPOSED STOPS FOR THf LOUISIANA PURCHAStr BICTNTfNNIAL TRAIN

Leave New Orleens at
Jscl6on Sqrare

tln6t03

Schrcivcr l l /16-17
Thibodrux

Houma

Morgon City 1l l17-18 Baldwin l l l18-19

New lberia l l /19-20 Crowlcy I l/20-21 Lake Chorles I lnl-2.1 DeQuincy I l/24-25

DcRidder l1125-26 Lees'tille 11126-27 Many trn1-28 Mansfield 1128-29

shrcveport I l/29J2l3 Arcadia l213-4 Monroc l214-6 Tal lulah l216-7

Dclhi l217-8 Minden l219-10 Hodgc l2l l0 l l Winnf ield l2l l l -12

Pinevi l le l2l12-14 sinmesport  l2114-15 Baton Rouge l2l15-17 Hnmmond l2117-18

Jeffersoo 12118-20 N€w Orl€ans l2l20-21

#745's HISTORY - The engine is part ofthe history of New Orleans in many ways. Il was built herc in thc Algiers'
Southern Pacific yards in 1921, retired to Audubon park for static display in 1954, and moved in 1983 to its presenl
rail siding. In 2000 LASTA began the restoration, which remains in progress with both volunteers and profbssionals
providing the muscle and know-how to get the work doDo. It won't be long bcfore #745 is steaming proudly along thc
tracks, pulling the Louisiana Purchase Bicentennial Train around the stat€ aDd iDto th€ hearts ofrcsidents and visilors
al ikel

For information: The Louisiana Steam Train Associalion, 727 WashingtoD Avcnuc, New Orlea|ls, I-A 70] 30, (504)
897-2464, email: info@lasta.orq, web: wtnv.lasta.org

AMTRAK NEWS

HUTCHISON PLANS BILL TO SAVf AMTRAK
On July 30, 2003, U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-Texas, introduced

legislation to save the nation's only coast-to-coast passenger rail service, Senate Bill
s-t 505.

"lfyou tum Amtrak over to the states, it's gone," Hutchison said in a statement.
"Train tracks,just like our highways and airways, don't stop at th€ state line. As
chairman ofthe Surface Transportation Subcommittee, I support a national rail
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system and will introduce legislation this week to achieve that goal and transform America's passenger rail system.,,

Hutchison's plan would provide $60 billion over six years, spokesman Kevin Schweers said. About gl2 billion _ or
$2 billion per year - would be provided for operating costs, and g4E biltion in govemment bonds would be made
available to upgrade the nation's clogg€d freight lines, which are often blamed for Amtrak's poor on-time performanc€.

Here's the full content ofher speech when she inhoduced the bill on July 30:
"Mr. President, I support Amtrak and believe we car have a viable national passenger rail system. Unfortunately, w€

are far from realizing that goal. outside the Northeast conidor (NEc), trains seldom run on time, and service is
abysmal. Lat€ness is often measured in days, not hours. Sev€ral years ago, when the airlines on-time rate felt below ?5
Percent it was gonsidered a national emergency. At Amtrak, on-time records under 50 p€rcent are business as usual.
Rail critics Point to low rid€rship as the reason why we starve the national system. I contend that starvation is the
reason for low ridership.

In the Northeast, a passenger can board a hain here at union station afd reasonably expect to be i[ New york city,
about 225 miles away, in less than three hours. Ifone ofmy constituents buy a ticket from Austin to Fort Worth. a triD
thirty-eight miles shorter than DC to New York, the best he can expect is that it will take four and one-halfhourc. Of
course, the Texas Eagle makes its schedule only 35 percent ofthe tim€, so my constituent will lik€ly waste even more
time on this short trip. An Austin businessman may prefer not to deal with airport hassles for such a short flight, and he
may want to avoid the traffic on I-35, but the hain is not a reasonable option ifhe has a meeting in fort worth at a time
cenain.

This inequity cannot continue. Either we commit to building a rail transportation altemative for th€ entire Nation, or
we abandon the pretense ofAmtrak and tum it over to the States and private companies. Our motto for Amtrak is
"National or Nothing!"

Improving service on the national system will require crcative thinking and innovative financing. We can[ot
continue to fund Amtrakjust enolgh to keep it going until the next crisis. That js a road map for failure. private
investment, State participation, and the cooperation ofthe freight railroads are all essential to achieving servicc
upgrades.

ln Texas, most passenger trains are forced to opgrate at less than thirty miles per hour due to track conditions and
freight operations. The national system needs at least $38 billion in capital improvements to allow trains to meet a
reasonable schedule. Safety improvements alone will cost $13.8 biltio;. The Noilheast Conidor needs roughly $10
billion to avoid an increased risk ofaccidents and a systemwide dowdown. Postponing these upgrades and repairs will
only make them more expensive.

In the I 95 0s, President Eisenhower convinc€d the Nation to pay for the construction of the National Highway
System. Fiscal realities have changed since then, and we must find a way to credtively finance the rail infiastructure
needs ofthe narion without draining resources from altemative modes oftransportation and other federal priorities.
Municipal bonding and private investment are necessary components ofany plan to restore and improve rail
infrastructute.

Makingthis investment will not only improve passenger service, but also upgrade freight operations throughout the
country. Outside th€ NEC, freight and passengertrains must run on the same taacks. ln exchange foran investment in
upgradingthose tracks, the freight must agree to allow Amtnk to meet its schedule. I realize the criticalrole played by
fteight railroads in the American economy, .nd I know this industry has seen better days. That is why I urge them to
work with us to achieve a mutually beneficial agreement. If we coopeEte, freight railroads will enjoy capital
imptovements they could not otherwise hope to afford, as we secure the firtur€ ofpassenger rail in this country. [t can
be a win-win situation.

I was deeply disappointed to see Amtrak's proposed s-year capital plan call for $9.1 billion in Federal ftnding, with
more than $8 billion spent in the North€ast Corridor. The national system must receive more than the crumbs left over
affer the needs ofthe NEC have been met.

We villnever have a better opportunity to accomplish this goal than right now. That is why I am introducing
legisletion alongwith Senators Lott, Burns, Snowe, and Smith to begin to bring the national systen up to Northeast
Cor.idor standards. My bill will shengthen the Federal role by cre.ting a National Passenger Rail Office at DOT,
responsible for coordinating with States and the railroads to assurc the national system receive the improvements
rEcessary to opemte an effective inter-city passenger rail system. The legislation authorizrs $12 billion for Amtrak in
opemtirlg assistance. Amtrak will be required to bring the national system up to an 80 percent on-time arrival rate.
Once a roule has enjoyed reasonable on-time performance, it can be fairly evaluated from a cost-benefit persp€ctive.

L,
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80 p€rcent is a modest goal, but it is not going to be easy to attain. lfAmtrak is unable to meet perfonnance
requirements on a route, that route should be opened for bidding by other operators.

If we fail to enact real change in this reauthorization bill, we may run out ofchances to oblain the clusive intermodal
transportation system wc profess to scek. W€ must decide whether we want to create a viable national system, or settlc
for a singl€ rail coffidor providing ever-deteriorating service to only one sector ofthe country. I will not support any
proposal that does not put th€ national system on par with the Northeast Conidor. Today marks a new beginning, or
the beginning ofthe end. lt's national or nothing."

TENNESSEE - EXCURSIONS NATIONWIDE South€m Appalachia Railway Muscum. PO Box 5870. Knoxvill€ TN 37928.
runs rare-mileage train excursions nationwid€ and on a r€gular basis operates th€ S€crct City Scenic Excursion bctween the fonner
K-25 Manhattan Project facility plant to th€ community ofBlair, T€nnessee. You can contacl them by calling 865-241-2140 or go
th€ir website ar www.souihernappalachia.railwav.museum Memb€rship is S30 for the first year and S20 a year thereafier.

ARKANSAS - JACKSONVILLE - Saturday, Octobcr 4, 2003 - The Arkansas Vall€y Model Railroad Club's Finh Annual
Show and Sale at rhe Jacksonville Community Center startirg al930 a.m. Rental tablcs are $12 each. Fo. iablc rcn|al inlbrmation.
write to: Arkansas vauey Model Railroad CIub. PO Box 471. Norlh Little Rock AR 721 15, 501-454-71 19.
arkansasvallevlines@vahoo.com

ARKANSAS - CONWAY - The Central Arkansas Model Railroad Club meets monlhly on lhe first Monday ofthc monlh,
rBually at the |aulkner County Library, 1900'fyler St, in Conway, Arkansas in the larSc mceting room on lho lcii side ofthe
library. Time is 7:00 p.m. on those Mondays. Programs vary, but include videos, layouls, generaltrain talk, seminars, €tc.

TENNESSEE - MEMPHIS - Nov€mbcr 8, 2003 - The Memphis Society ofModel Raihoaders is having a Modcl Raihoad
Show on November 8,2003 atthe Mid South Fairgrounds in Memphis. This event willbc in the Shelby Counly Building, which is
37,000 square feet. We are looking to have panicipation fiom all lhe local clubs in lhc Mcmphis area. Modulcs.rnd layoLrts of
dilTerenr gaoges arc cxpect€d iiom th€se groups. Since there is a large amount ofroom. we are also making inquirics to clubs in
lhe surouding rcgion to see what their interest are.

We will also have v€ndors selling Model Railroad m€rchandisc and tables with hobby information. Ifyour members have
inlerest in a lable G) lel me know and I can get you informarion. Please contac! me with your inlcrests at Rick Shcehan 312 Amelia
Cov€ Colliervillc TN 38017 Or rsheehan@belhouth.net

EXCURSIONS/SHOWS/EVENTS OF OTHER CLUBS

Iojoin/rcnew mcmborship in rhc Arkansas l{ailroad Club (Linle Rock Chaptc. National Railway Ilhlorical Society), filloul thc lbrn bclo$.
,{nnuulduca !r€ $20 for local du€s (plus $20 lbr lhc nalionalNltllS ducs ifyou vanl lojoin thc NRIIS throu8h ottr chaptcr, u tolalof$40 lbl
bolh local and nation0l duesl. Scnd 10: Arkansas Raihodd Club, PO Box 9l5l. North Liltle Rock AIi 72119.

NAME

ADI][TESS

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE EMAIL

Send chcck, mad€ oul lo ll)e tukansd Railroad Club, PO Box 9151. Nonh Litle Rock Ali 72llt. Call 501'758-1340 ior morc irfornation or
lisit us on fte web ar htrp/Alww..rainwealhcr.com nd .lick on .4tkaasas Raihooder. ODr cmail is 1!4UE(t!4i
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(buih.\ ,,lrkdnsa.r was named in honor o.f (lctpt. H. (hm^. po,ttmuster and./irmct ownar ol
thr \.illugc .rilc. The treitl is o, lhe Black Mounlain & Iiastet n Roih'oud (l'i i.rco hruncll) in
1921 ((;rnc Ilull colleclion)

BLACK MOUNTAIN eI EASTERN
AN ARKANSAS MOUNTAIN RAILROAD

by: Gene Hull

ln the early 1900s, the Ozark "Mountains" of Madison and Franklin counties were
heavily fbrestcd with virgin hardwood timber. To aonvert the timber into an economic
cntaryrise sawmills were a necessity, Several such mills had sprung up in the early 1880s.
!\'hen the Frisco was laying rails southward from Pierce City, Missouri through Arkansas
to l.-ort Smith.

'l'hcrc was an urgent need for white oak crossties. For easy access to the forest a route
\\as choson up the winding valley of White zuver east from Fayetteville in Washington
County. Mills were established, and to bring millions of fresh crossties out ofthe lbrest, a
line ofrails soon was winding its way up the beautiful river valley. The Fayetteville &
Little Rock Railroad had a charter to build from Fayetteville, through St. Paul, to the river
boat town of Lewisville,l50 miles southeast on the Arkansas River near present
Monilton. (The rails actually reached 14 miles east ofSt. Paul to Pettigrew).

Soon there was a steady stream ofcrossties riding the F&LR. New mills wer€ built,
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people came by the many hundreds and new towns grew - Elkins, Durham, Crosses,
Delaney, Combs, Brasheam, Dutton and Pettigrew. In addition to raihoad crossties there
soon were bridge timbers, lumber for constructions and wagon parts. Hugh F. McDanield
and his brothers, J. S. McDanield, had several mills devouring white oak logs. Other mills
were owned by folks whose names were familiar three-quarters ofa century later -
Phipps, Barron, McCoy, Kendrick and Brashears. The McDanield brothers shipped $2
million worth of white oak railroad crossties over the Fayetteville & Little Rock Railroad
in 1887. They wer€ consumed by the Frisco building south toward Ft. Smith.

Anoth€r favored product ofthe times was com in its liquid form. This business required
white oak barrels for shipment and mills soon were supplying barrel staves by the
thousands.

The largest lumber mill in northwest Arkansas was Phipps Lumber Company, which was
cutting timber from many thousands ofaores in Franklin and Madison Counties. The land
in Franklin County was very rugged and getting logs to the mills was extremely difficult.
Mules and oxen snaking logs from the forest developed legs longer on one side than on
the other due to the steep terain. Jesse Phipps and brother J. H. Phipps decided they
would build themselves a railroad. Beginning with a connection with the Fayetteville &
Littla Rock at Combs the rails would reach about 20 miles south to the present tiny
community ofCass (located on State Highway No. 23, the "Pig Trail" between Ozark and
Fayetteville).

In January l9l5 a charter was secwed from the state for the BIack Mountain & Eastern
Railroad with $250,000 ofcapital stock. It was formed by the efforts ofEd E. Jeter of
Combs, Jesse Phipps of St. Paul and J. H. Phipps , J. M. Williams and W. J. Reynolds ol'
Fayetteville.

Constuction materials - rails, fishplates and fastenings - were supplied by the Frisco
(which, undoubtedly, was financing the F&LR). Civil engineer H. B. Shreve began the
suwey line at Combs and followed the upward-sloping valley of Mill Creek south and
slightly westward. This distance ofabout eight miles had an average grade ofonly 1.10
percent to The Summit, the highest point.

Following generally th€ contour ofthe land around the west sand south sides ofBlack
Mountain there was a very easy grade for about six miles. Abruptly there was three-
quarters ofa mile of oight percent gade.

It is unknown why the alinement was not adjusted to lessen this excessive grade. Running
generally eastward and slightly northward, the line end€d at the tiny settlement ofCass
beside Mulberry fuver, about eight and one-halfmiles from The Summit.

Engineer Shreve also was in charge ofconstruction. There were several deep gulches in
the st€€p mountainsides because oferosion. Being perpendicular to the railroad they had
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to bc spaoned by sevefal wood trestles. They were ofthe timber-bent type and up to 125
1'ect high. Ihc bents 1v€re formed on the ground, then lifled to vertical position and
sccured.

Circling around the old Black Mountain requircd almost 17 miles oftrack to reach Cass.
uhich was only eight and one-halfmiles from Combs "as the crow flies."

About t$,o and one-halfmiles out ofCass was the eight percent grade on the east slope of
lflack Mountain. [t soon was discovered that the little locomotive (a 4-4-0 fumished by
the Frisco) was unable to lill loaded log cars up thc mountain.

What an crnbarrassing predicament!

It l lnally was necessary to snake onc loadcd car at a time with ox leams to the top ofthc
gradc to asscmblc a train and proceed to th€ mill at Combs. ln spitc ofthis, thc railrord
haulcd a lrugc amount of t imber to the mill. Since it cost only $40,000 to build the road, it
\!as a prolltable operation.

11 \\,as (D l3 May l9l6 that application was m?rde to thc secretary ofstatc (o changc thc
nanrc l ionr Black Mountain & Eastern to Combs, Cass & Eastern. During its short l i le it
was an irnportant t'r:edcr linc lbr the Fayetteville & Little Rock. l'he CC&[. urs
abandoncd about 1924.

This scene vas at Cass, tlrkansas about 1916. Nole the homemade molor cat on the
Black Mountai & Eastern line. (Gene Hull colleclion)
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UPY939 ex uD9?7 CP50 with mother unil UP l46l GP40-2. Photo at North Litllc Rock servrcc
|track 8-10-03 (Joh C Jones photo)

North Little Rock Streetcar track work was continujngon
sch€dule. The two top photos wer€ taken on ?d Slr€et and
Maple Street August l?,2003, while the left shows original
streetcar rail being removed on Main Street in liont ofthe Post
Office on July 31. Apparendy, mosl streetcar tracks ;n Nonh
Litlle Rock were simply paved over in the | 940s so th€r€ still
are miles underthe pav€ment. Work had to b€ halted on the
new system for4 days for historians to catalog where the old
rail was before any more could be removed.
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